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ADVERTISEMENT. 

'London, February :z8, 1757. 

/T being now two Tears Jince the iSth Volume 0/ this 
Work made its Appearance in the JVorU^ fome Apo^ 
Jogy may be expe^ed for puhlijhing no more than tW9 
Volumes at fo hng a Dijiance of Time. 

The Reafon of this Delay has been folely owing to 
the grtat Number of fcarce TrqSfs and Manufcripts^ 
that have been ftnce communicated to the Authors^ re^ 
hting to the Proceedings of the Commonwealth and tht 
Protectorate: A Circumjiance which, though it has 
greatly increafed the Labour of digejling and compiling 
the Work, has added very much to the enriching of the 
Subje^, Upon this Occajion give us Leave, more par-- 
iicularly, to return our grateful Acknowledgments t9 
'the Rt. Hon., the. Lord Fifcount Royfton, for the Ufe, 
9f a complete Set of a curious and valuable Journal^ 
fubli/h^dby Authority of the Council of State, in French, 
foY the Information of Foreigners, intituled, Nouvelles 
Ordinaires de Londres, which contains a very accurate 
Account of all Tranfa6lions in Parliament, and other 
Matters, from July 1650, to January 16^?; as alfo to 
the Univerjity of Cambridge, who were pleafed to pafs 
a Grace, in Senate, for the Loan of fever al valuable 
Volumes out of their Public Library. The Rev. Dr^ 
Birch, Secretary to the Royal Society -, the Rev. Dr, 
Zachary Grey ; and the late Robert Hoblyn, Efq; 
Member of Parliament for Briftol, have been greatly 
^fftftant in furnijhing Materials for this Part of the 
Work ; which has been alfo much improved from > the 
Collections of the late William Petyt^ Efq\ {formerly 
Keeper ofthf Records in thf Tower) conjijiing ofabovf 

Eighty 
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(iv) 

Mighty Volumes of Parliamentary Traffs, relating td 
iBfe Period above-mentioned. 

When the PropofaU for this Work iJaere firft ofer- 
id to the Publicy the Intention was to have cbncludei 
with the Reftoration j but the Authors having finCe 
been favoured^ by the Reverend the Dean of Exeter, 
/with the Minute- Book belonging to a Member of that 
Convention which rejiored the King^ found in the Lyt- 
telton Family^ containing an exaSf Diary 6f the Di^ 
bates of that AJfemblyy from April 1660, io their Dif- 
folution in December following^ they have been edti^ 
fed to continue the Work to this latter Period \ a Cri^ 
fis the more interejiingy, becaufe^ in this Interval^ the 
Reader will find the principal ASiors in the Civil Wars 
called to Account \ and the Tables turned upon thofc 
who had fo long lorded it^ with fuch defpotic Sway^ 
over the Lives and Fortunes of their Feltow-SubjeSism 
This Part of the Work, with a complete Index to the 
Whole ^ will be publijhed with allpojftble Expedition. 
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J^^X^X)^"^*^ ^ ^^^ Accounts left the Engiijh Intcr-regfium,' 
)^^'^*sS2^'^l^ and Scots Armies within a few '^S^* 
M'SI &M P^ys March of each other. 

dS<>Pj O IJ-ojo Their further Progrefs will' be 
^•§1 ___^M beft defcribed by the following 
M^^'^^fM, Series of original Letters to the 
'^M^^^r^Mj)? Speaker, read in Parliament^ 
^hich we ihall give in their proper Order. 



Auguft. 



- On the i5th of Augujl a Letter from Major- A Letter to thi 
Cjeneral Harrifon^ with feveral intercepted Letters ^f^^Jj; ^^°^. 
inclofed, from the Duke of Hamilton^ Lord Went- ffarHfoh^Tnclo^ 
worthy and the Eaxl of Lauderdale, was read as fmg an intercept- 
follows : * , . , ^'^ ^^"^^ 
Vol. Xlt. A Ripon^ 

^ All thefe Letters were printed by Order of the Houfe, at this ^. 

Time, and are in our CoUeBions, That from Hurrifon (inclofin^ 
the others) has been compared with the Original, now in the PofTcf- 
fion of the Rev, Dr. Gheyi Red^or oi Houghton-Conqueft, in Bedford-^ 
Jhire: A Gentleman to v/hom the Compilers of this Work are much 
obliged for tht Loan of feveral MSS. ^f. which have greatly con- 
uibuted to the IniproTeflicnt of this Work; 
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2 The Parliamentary History 

Inter-rcgnum. Ripon, ilth Day of the bth Month ^ 

'651- SIR, 1651, about Noon. . 

Auguit. * T Shall fpare giving any large Account of our 

* JL Affairs, having lately given the Council 

* that Trouble; whereof I believe you will not be 
' ignorant, or of fo much as is worthy the Parlia- 

* nient*s Knowledge. 

' This Morning I received an Exprefs from 

* Major-General Lambert ^ dated the 9th, about 

* Twelve at Noon, within ten Miles of Penrith, 

* and feveral Letters inclofed, which he had ta- 

* ken, and therewith fix of the Enemy convoying 

* them, whereof two were Lairds. He defired my 

* Difpatch of thefe Letters to my Lord-General 

* Cromwell, which accordingly I have done : But 

* confidering that they, came from the Duke oiHa- 

* milton. Lord Lauderdale, and Lord Wentworth \ 

* and that the Efteem they have of the Preftyte- 
' rian Party, (whom Hamilton calls Rogues, and 

* Lauderdale thinks they are very well rid of) and 

* the Pleafure they take in their prefent pure Ca- 

* valierifli Compofition, may help to fatisfy thofe 
' difpleafed Friends, I thought it my Duty to tranf- 

* mit you Copies of them, till his Excellency can 
' fend the Originals, I being fo much nearer than 

* he is. 

* I am confident the Duke fpeaks their very 

* Heart, not knowing the Danger of the Convey- 
*ance as the other did, who writ accordingly : And 

* we expedl. Day by Day, the Lord will more open 

* their Eyes to fee the Snare whereunto himfelf in 
r * Judgment hath led them : So that the Terrors 

* of the Loid will prove a forer Enemy to them 

* than we. 

* My Lord Howard's Son commanded a Troop 

* at Carlljle, . whom 'ere this I had fecured, but 

* that he is his Son. He took off with him but 

* 12 of his Troop, (as the Major-General and the 

* Governor of Carlijle inform me) which would- 

* have been cafliiered, had we had Opportunity, 
' a|id they ftaid. The Riddance of fuch are no 

* Lofs 
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Lofs to us, nor th^ir Acceffion Strength to them. 

* The Major- General will be this Night, I hope, 
in their Rear, and I am haftening to get the Van, 
and if pofTible to recover the Middle Parts of 
Lancajhire before ; for which Purpofe, the Lord 
pleafing^ I defign this Night to be at Skipton^ and 
fo towards Preft^;n or Manchefter^ as Providence 
fhall direa. 

* \^ the Enemy keep conftant Motion he might 
be near Prejhn this Night, as he lay at Kendal on 
Saturday^ which is but about 35 Miles diftant, 
and fo may put us a little to it to reach him. I 
know the Major- General will not let their Rear 
go off quietly, whereby he may eafily clog their 
March. 

* My Lord -General is in Northumberland^ and 
Sir Arthur Hafelrigge writes me he will be at 
Hexham on Tuefday j I believe fooner, knowing 
he will make Hafte. 

* The Lord prepare all our Hearts for the great 
Mercy he will "(hortly fhew us, (whereof, thro' 
his Grace, we do not in the leaft doubt) and help 
us to cry to him for Strength againft his and our 
inward Enemies, whilft he ftrengthens us againft 
his and our outward Enemies. Pardon my Rude- 
nefs ; I am upon my March, and in fome Haftc 
fubfcribe myfelf 

Your tnojl humble Servant j 

T. HARRISON. 



Intcr-regnnlB» 
3^51* 



Auguft. 



The intercepted Letters mentioned in the fofe^ 
going- And firft, 

A Letter from the Duke of Hamilton /# 
Mr. William Crofts : 

Dear Will. Penrith, Auguft 8, 165I. 

/ did vjas todrjuk your Health^l''^ ^^^ ^»ki 
T>r T\ .i^flBk^ 1 IT ^i Hamilton. 

1 nomas, L>a|^^^BBal, and Lau- 

now all j^^^^^^^the RidicW" 

hndition. ^^^B^^^^itted Scot- 

and yet we 

grafp 
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4 The Parliamentary History 

Intcr-regnum. grafp at ally and nothing but all will fatisfv uSj or 
*^5'« fo lofe all. I confefs I cannot ^t ell you whether our 
^'^'T*^ Hopes or Fears are greateft \ hut we have* onejiout 
Argument^ Defpair ; for we muji now either ftoutly 
fi^^ ^^ ^^^* -^^^ ^^^ Rogues have left usy I Jhall not 
fay whether for Fear or Difloyalty ; but all now 
with his Majejlyare fuch as will not difpute his 
Commands, Lord Thomas tells me he will explain 
all this to you ; ' fo I tell you nothing but what you 
Anew befon^ that I am 

Yoursy 

HAMILTON. 

From Lord Wentworth *» to the fame. 

From the Leaguer by P^nrithy 

My dear Coufin, - Juguft i^ ib^i. 

Another from T IVrote to you a long Letter by Mr. Sandys, by 

Lotiir^ntworrb, / ^f^om I alfo fent you an Qrder from the King 

for the Payment of 500 L Sterling to me\ out of 

f the Money you got for his Majefly in Poland. / 

did deftre you^ in that Letter^ in the firft Place to 

pay yourfelf out of it^ and then to fend me the rejl 

with the befl Speed and Conveniency you could, I 

Jhould now, by thisy defire you to fend to my Lady 

I Lauderdale 100 1. Sterl. of that Money into Hol^ 

land, or to any other Place Jhe Jhall defire it in. I 

have borrowed the Money here of her Lord, and this 

is one Way he hath chofen to fupply his Wife with 

fuch a Sum of Money, Mon cher Coufin, I am. 

confident you will be careful in this Matter^ as / 

Jhall be in any Thing that concerns you. Concerning 

your own Bujinefsy I wrote ynu at large in my lajiy 

and fo have no more to fay for the prefent. 

For the public News ; this is all: By God's Grace 
we are come as far as Penrith, in Cumberland, 
with a good Army of i\or 15,000 Foot, and about 
6000 Horfe, all ahfolutely at the King's Command^ 
as much as any Army that ever I faw under the 
Command of his Father, IVe are marching for^ , 
wardj and this Morning Mr, Howard, whom the 

King 

b Eldcft Son to the Earl of Cleveland. 
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King knighted^ is come over to him with his whole Intcr-regnumr 
Troop. JVe have very good Hopes that others will '^5'' 
follow. I am now in an Army where our Friends are '""T"^^*?^ 
together^ and where you are many Times rememhred. "^" 

The Times are well changed fince this Time ti^elve 
Months^ 

Mon cher Coufin, 

I am yours, 
THO. WENTWORTH. 

From the Earl ol Lauderdale to the Lord Balcarras. 

Charlton, «tf«r Penrith, 
My dear Lord, . Aug. 8, 165 1. 

/Cannot negleSf any Occajion to let you know his And two from 
Majejly and his Army are well^ God he praifed, the Earl of Lau- 
Never Men were more hearty for all their Toil; and^^''^^^' 
ferioujlyy you would not know this Army. A natural 
Purge is wholefome^ and I hope ours is fuch^ when 
all the ill Hurnours are gone. Trujt me we have not 
taken the Worth of Six-pence^ and the Country is 
kind to us ; we might have Men enough if we could 
get Arms ; fome we get. This poor Place hath given 
in a Dafs Bread and Cheefe^ which is our firjl Sup-- 
ply in England. fVe have a ftrong Party advanced 
to Kendal for more ProviJionSy whither we are to 
march To-morrow^ God willing. More I would 
writey but it is probable my Friends jhall not he the 
firft that Jhall fee this ; for it goes a Way I am not 
fure of and through an Enemy* s garters a long 
Way. 

I Jhall intreat you to hafe the inclofed to Holland 
by the firji fafe Occajion; and if my Lord Inchiquin 
come and bring any Bill from my Wife for lool. 
payable upon Sights let him not want it; this is 
Juftice. I have faid this^ more I would fay of my 
private Bufinefs^ but I have no Time to write^ and^ 
as I faidy the Conveyance is dangerous : I Jhall only 
acquaint you that this Morning the Lord Howard of 
EfkrickV Son is come in to his Majejij^ and with 
A 3 him 
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liiter-regnum". him his whole Troop 5 his Majefly received him gra^ 
'^5*« ciuiifly^ and immediately did knight him. He is the 
^"jiy^^ fi^ft'* ^"^ ^ ^^'^^ Reafon to believe he jhalhmot he the 
laji^ ere long^ that Jhqll return to his Duty, 

Yejierday w^ had a fmall Party^ commanded by 
Capt, Inglis, of the Regiment that was RiccartonV, 
who dij covered about 20 of the Enemy 5 he fent a 
Corporal and fix Horfe^ who drove them before them \ 
then he advanced himfelf alone ^ and only two with 
him j they overtook them at a Gate which the Enemy 
were making fa fl ^ fo the Enemy made Hafie off^ but 
Inglis received a Shot in his Leg^ which 1 hope is no^ 
thing: Upon this ^ and the Intelligence thatiQOO H&rfe 
pf the Enemy were near^ the Right Wing of our 
Horfe advanced very faji half Way to Apulby ; hut 
finding it impoffible to overtake them^ feeing they were 
then the Length of Brough, we retired^ having only 
the Advantage to get us hot Coats y and mine was as 
hot as ever in my Life, 

This Day, to ref refit ourMen^ we rejl\ To-morrow 
%ve march (God willing) towards Kcn-dal. 

When I know of a good Occafion 1 Jhall write 
again, I fhall intreat you to fend to Holland, with 
this incbfedy a Copy of the King's Declaration^ which 
I fent you, I cannot fend it herewith^ for taking 
too much Room, My Service to all Friends ^ ^fp^' 
dally my dear Cummer, and fhe that is your Wife 
and mine ; and make my Excufe that I wrote net to 
any of them^ it being impofftble^ for the King is in 
Bedy and I lie this Night in his Chamber ; fo I have 
Time to fay no more^ but farewell. Qad fend us a 
^ood Meeting, 

Yours, 

LAUDERDALE. 

P. S. Let the Jujiice-Clerk direSi this^ and all 
that go to my Wife into Holland, to Sir Alexander 
Home, Mafler-Houfholder to the Princefs Royaly 
at her Highnefs*s Court at the Hague. 

We have not got a Man of the Galloway or 
Nithfd^le Foot^ fo your Committee mufl be careful 
for levying them. His Majejly hath commanded 

them 
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them not to follow him, Tou are flow in writing ; Inter-rcgnum 
we have not heard from you fmcc we parted, *^5'' 



From the Earl of Lauderdale to his Lady. 

My dear Heart, Charlton, Aug. 8, 1651. 

/Wrote unto you^ at lengthy by Sir William Bel- 
lenden, and gave you Notice of lool. Ster/i?;g^ 
which is fent over to you by Bill. I was ajhamcd it 
was fo little y but I could not help it. I have now 
made a Bargain with a Noble Friend of ?nine^ my 
Lord Wentworthy for another lOol. Sterlings to be 
paid to you by Mr. William Crofts, who was his 
Majejiys Ambaffador in Poland. / am fure Mr. 
Crofts hath all the King's Money that he received 
there ^ at leaji the far greateji Part of it^ in his own 
Hands j and I am certain the King hath given a 
Warrant to pay more Money to my Lofrd Wcntworthy 
therefore, if this Letter come fafe, I do not at all 
doubt of the Payment of the Money to you. My 
greateji Doubt is the fafe conveying this Letter to 
you ; but I am refolved to adventure it, and fome 
others to this Purpofe, many Ways, leji it come not. 
Your Coufin Shenbury will inform you for certain 
where Mr. Crofts is, and there you are to adveriife 
him where you will have the Money paid, and he 
will pay it as foon as my Lord Wentworth'j Letter 
comes to his Hands. This inclofed Writ, directed 
to Mr. Crofts, you are to be careful that it come to 
his Hands. I have written to my Lord Balcarras to 
pay punctually to my L^r^ Inchiquin the lOol. Ster-. 
ling, upon Sight of your Order, that you have recei- 
ved-, as alfo, if his Credit can reach fo far, to fend 
you another lOol. This is all that a ruined, plunder- 
ed Man, without an Ejlate, can do. If I were able 
to provide for you better, truly I Jhould do it 5 arid, 
as I write often, \t is my greateji Trouble you Jhould 
have been Jo ill provided. 

As for News, I can tell you little : 
His Majefiy is thus far advanced into England, 
with a very good Army, able, by the Blejjing of God, 
to do his Btifmefs : They are, I dare fay, near double 

thi 



Au^uft. 
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Inter-regaum. the Number ofthofe that the King ^Sweden enter* q 
1651. - Germany loitb^ if they be not more. As foon as W£ 
^ame into England his Majefty was^ by an Englifh-. 
man, {whom he made King at Arms) proclaimed 
King of England, at the Head of the Army^ with 
great Acclamations of the Army^ and Jhooting off^all 
the Cannon of the Army. Then Yejierday he was pro- 
claimed here in Penrith, and will be in all the Mar- 
ket-Towns where we march. Never was an Army, 
fo regular as we have been Jince we came into Eng- 
land ; / dare fay we have not taken the JVorth of 
Six-Pence : And whatever you hear of our Misfor^ 
tunes in Fife, or whatever our Enemy print or write j 
trujl me^ this is the beft Scots Army that ever IfaWy 
and I hope flmll prove beji. All thofe that were un- 
willing to hazard all in this Caufe with their Kingj 
znoji of them have^ upon a fpecious Pretence^ left us. 
This is a natural Purge^ and will do us much Good. 
Nothing, of A^ion yet done^ except the driving of 
fome fmall Parties^ with which I will not trouble 
^ you. One Thing I cannot forget ; this Day my Lord 
Howard of Elkrick'j Son came in to us from the 
Enemy^ with his whole Troop. His Majefly recei- 
ved him gracioufly^ and immediately knighted him. 
He is the firfly hut I am confident a few Days will 
Jhew us more that will return to their Duty. This 
Letter is to go To-night^ and a gr^at Way through, 
the Enemy* s Quarters \ it is Odds of Lay it ever come 
to you, I Jhall therefore fay no more. 

Remember my Service to your Noble Coufin Shen- 
bury, I am ajhamed' to write to him till I can tell 
him fome extraordinary good NewSy which I hope 
Jhall, by the Grace of God, be Jhortly. He may b^ 
affured none alive is more his Servant, than your owk 

^'""^'^ X.AUDERDALE. 

p. S. My Bleffing to Mary, and my Service /« 
all other Friends. I have no Time to write-, neither 
ts it pleafant, when it is likely others may fee my Let- 
Urs before my Friend. I am ajhamed to write ta* 
Mr. Crofts myfelf, feeing it is when Money is de- 
fired at the fame Time to be paid to you. 
^ ■ ' ■ ••• - •■* -. Of 
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O/'Cromweirj Motions' you will hear better from Inter-regnum. 
Scotland. / have alfo written to my Lord Balcarras *^5^- 
to fend you a Copy of the King's Declaration to the Au^'uii 
Kingdom of England. / cannot get it fent herewith. 

Jug, 16. A Letter from the Governor of Ox- 
fordj to the Council of State, was read : 

Right Honourable y J^g^ifl 15* 1 651. 

* T TAving, upon this Invafion of the 5f<?/x, a Scries of Let* 

* I JL made my Application to the Vice-Chan-^*^" f^<5»n<iiff€- 

^ * cellor, to know what AffiftanceJ.might expea^'^;^f"[J^'/^°^ 
' in Cafe of Danger, I was chearfully affured of marching of the 

* 120 Horfe, with able, and I believe well-afFedl- King's Army, 
« ed. Riders, which I have prefumed to head, and J.'^^^^j?^^^^^^^ 

* cxercife two feveral Days, being def^red by them oppofe them. 
^ to be their Leader ; promifing the Officers, for the 

- ^ prefent, to procure Commiflions, which I humbly 

* implore your Honours fpeedily to difpatch; they 

* being many Gentlemen of (i^uality, and likely to 

* coft you little more than Words ; and I doubt 

* not but, by my Endeavours, to procure a Regi- 

* ment of Volunteers, all faithful Men, or a Num- 

* ber proportiojtiable in Horfe and Dragoons, which 
^ will be a very great Security to us, a Terror to 

* the Malignants, an Encouragement to ourFriends, 
^ and a confiderable Advantage to the Common- 
^ wealth. I humbly take my Leave, and remain 

Your humble and faithful Servant^ 

WILL. DRAPER, 

Another Letter to the fame, from the Com- 
mifSoners of the Militia for the County oiLeiceJler: 

Right Honourable, ^""•fi"^ ^"^^ »3. i^Si- , 

* *! T TE received your Lordfliip's Letter of the 
^ VV iithlnftantby this Bearer, being met 
^ here this Day upon fome Intelligence of the Scots 

* March into England -^ whereupon, the laft Lord's 
f Day, we lent through this Cgunty to invite all 

* well- 
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Irtter-rcgnum. < well-affccled Pcffons to come in hither to us, with 

^_^^ , * their Horfcs and Arms, and have a full and free 

Auguft. * Appearance here this Day; the People generally 

* (hewing them fclves unanimous, and ready to join 

* againft the common Enemy. We have alfo gi- 

* ven Order to draw all our lifted Horfe together, 
' that they may be ready to execute your Lord- 

* Ihip's Directions. We (hall ufe all polTible Di- 

* ligence in this important Service, upon all Occa- 

* fions, and (hall thoroughly endeavour to unite 

* the whole County in the common Defence there- 
' of, and to prevent and fupprefs the Attempts and 

* Enterprizes of all that would difturb it ; and, to 

* that End, (hall diligently obferve and put in Exe- 

* cution your Directions on that Behalf, humbly 

* defiring your Lord(hip's Approbation of what we 

* have already done in the prefent Service, where- 

* in we apprehended fo great Neceility/ 

Aug,\%, Letters from Major General //tfm- 
Jon^ Lord Grey ^, and others, addrefs'd to Serjeant 
Bradjhuw^ Lord-Prefidcnt of the Council of State, 
were read. 

Bolton, \in Lanca(hire] 15/A Day 
of the 6th Month y 1 65 1, near 
My Lordy Two in the Morning, 

* T Receiv'd yours of the nth Inft. by Mr. Paine^ 
.* JL and one before by your other Meffenger ; I 

* muft crave your Pardon that I have not written 

* to you fince. I was at Ripon^ expe6ting a Con- 

* jundion with Major- General Lambert j and I for- 

* bore thefe two Days, till I might have fomethiitg 

* confiderable to fignify. Yeftcrday we joined on 

* Hajle-Moor^ and are now about 6000 Horfe in 

* the Van'of the Enemy. The Enemy made fome 

* Halt on ElhilUMoor^ four Miles on this Side 
' Lancajter^ whereby we were fomewhat amazed, 

* thinking thev might be on Councils for a timely 

* Retreat to their own Country ; but this Day, 

* about Noon, we received Underftanding of their 

'Ad. 

c Heir Apparent to the Ejirl of Stamford, and Member ^r th^ 
Town of Leicejler* 
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* Advance for Prejion^ and foon after of their Intcr-regnum. 
' March through a Town on this Side; in Defign, ^^S'* 

* probably, to get before us to the Pafs at War- ^"^^'^'TT*^ 

* ringion^ where we have about 3000 Foot (wait- "^" * 

* ingConjuntStion with us) from Chejhire and Staf- 
^ fordjhire. Thereupon we marched to this Place, 
^ and Tb-morrow Morning, by Day-light, fhall 

* be fetting forth for Warrington^ the Lord willing, 

* whereabouts the Country being more open and 

* champainous, after the Acceffion of thefe Foot, 
^ we truft we ftiall be ufed by our God to bring it 

* to a fpeedy and glorious Iflue. 

' Their King, we hear, is difcontented and caft 

* down, that his Subjects, as he" ftill calls them, 
' come in no fafter to him ; his Expfe£tations being 

* great therein, though anfwered inconfiderably 
' either as to Perfons or Numbers, many more 
' of their old Soldiers running away from them 

* daily than we can underftand of any Accefs to 

* th».m. There is a Rumour of their Intendment 
' for the landing of fome Troops in North-Wales 
^ from the Ifle of Man 5 but of that no Certainty ; 

* though it may be a further Argument to you that 

* the Ifle of Man fliould be well guarded. 

' Chejhire hath been very forward in their Levies 
^ upon this Emergency, moft of the Foot above- 

* mentioned being from thence. Six hundred of 
' Col. fennings^s Horfc are come to Manchefter^ 

* whom I have fent to, that they may meet us at 

* Warrington. 

* There are feveral Things I fliould have touch - 
' ed to your Lordfliip, but I hope you ftiall receive 

* a further Account from Warrington,^ in the Even- 

* ing. I commend your weighty Affairs to the 

* Grace of an approved good Lord, in whom we 
< reft abfolutely affured of a wonderful and glorious 

* Ifliie of the Work in Hand ; remaining. 

My Lordy 

Tour mojl faithful Servant to my Pbwer^ 

T. HARRISON. 
/ft- 
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Ijiter-regnum. Honoured Sir ^ NewcaftU^ Aug.i^yit^T. 

^ '^^1' ^ * /^^ Ta^tfjr laft his JExcellency croffed ih© 
Auguft. ' V-/ Ty^'j ^t Newbum^ with eight Regiments 

* of Foot, and two Regiments of Hackerh and 

* Thomiinfon^s Horfe, fome eight Giins, fffr. and 

* pitched their Tents on Ryton-Haugh^ juft by the 

* Water-Side, and my Lord quartered at Stella- 

* Houfey hard by the Camp. The Soldiers were 

* much tired out by ib faft a March, and wanting 

* Provifions, I fent to them from this Town, by our 

* Governor's Order, Bread, Cheefe, Bifcuit, and 

* Beer. Yeflerday the Mayor and Magiftrates of . 

* this Town went to vifit my Lord- General at 

* Stella ; they carried up good Store of Provifions 

* for the Officers and Soldiers, and freely beftoMfed 

* all upon them that this Town could afford in Pro- 

* vifion. The Soldiers were very quiet, not one 

* loud Word in the whole Camp, nor an Oath ; 

* but carry wonderful fair in all th4jir March, and 

* not the leaft Abufe offered by them to the Coun- 
« try. 

* This Morning my Lord and the whole Army 

* marched from Ryton towards Branfpethy betimes ; 

* and it is faid my Lord-General quarters thisNight 

* at Branfpeth, Col. Lilburney with IQOO Horfe, 
< marched over Newhurn on Tuefday betimes, ta 

* join with Major-General Lambert and. Major- 

* General Harrifan ; who, we hear, were to joii> 

* about Skipton two Days fmce. I believe the Scots 

* Army is about Kirby-LonfdaUy and think that our 

* Forces are gotten Southward before the Enemy 
, ^^ by this Time. 

Your very humble Servant^ 

T. E. 

My Lordy Warrington, Jug. 15, i65i, 

^ T Have received both your Lordfhip's, ^c. As 

* J^ to your firft, I thought I could not better an- 

* fwer it than by Aftion, wherein I was fo much 

* engaged, that ind^eed 1 had not Leifure otherwife 
^ ^o do it. I had only Time to acquaint the Coun- 

... . »ciJl 
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* cil of State, that I had got a Party ready to march Inter-regnum. 

* to a Conjunction with Major-General Harriforiy *^5»» 

* which I have done, through the Lord's Goodnefs, T^^^^T^"^ 

* this Day, with betwixt 6 and 700 Horfe and Dra- 

* goons, well arm'd at this Place. Our Defign, 

* for the prefent, is, having here fome 8000 Horfe, ' 
^ 1000 Dragoons, and about 3000 Foot, to main- 

J^ tain this Pafs at Warrington till the General come 

* up with his Infantry, who is expeSed here with- 

* in fome three or four Days, thefe Counties be- 

* ing chiefly for Foot Service ; and, in the mean 
^ Time, the Counties from all Hands are drawing 

* up to us. 

* The Enemy lies betwixt TVigan and Prefton^ 

* being in a forlorn and wretched Condition, ra- 

* ther decreafmg than at all increafing. A Letter, 

* lately intercepted from one of the chiefeft in their 

* Army, acknowledges very much Defperation. 

My Lordi 

Tour faithful humble Servant y 

H. D. 

Jug, 17, 1651, Two o'Qock 
My Lord^ ^ in the Afternoon. 

* T AST Night I received an Exprefs from 

* 1 J our Commiffioners in Leicejierjhire^ of that 

* County's unanimous Willingnefs to engage againft 

* the Enemy, and that the only Difficulty they meet 

* with is to provide Horfes for their Men, which 

* will haften me hither To-morrow, according to 

* my laft ; not doubting, by God^s Bleffing, but 

* to give your Lordihip a good Account of our Pro- , 
< ceedings there, and in Rutland^ which ihall be 

* the Endeavours of. 

Your LordJhip*s moji affectionate 

and humble Servant^ 

THO- GREY. 
My 
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At the Camp ^/^^rWarringtonr Bridge^ 
the 1 6/ A Day of the 6th Month^ 
Ady Lordj about Eleven in the Morning'. 

HAving joia'd with Major-General Lambert^ 
about Twelve at Noon, on the 13th Inft. 
on Hajle-Mqor^ within feven Miles of Pre/ion ; 
the Enemy, according to our beft Intelligence, 
lying then on Elhlll Mcor^ four Miles on this Side 
Lancafler^ and that Evening march'd to Haworth- 
Moor^ within eight Miles of Pre/ion^ and Yefter- 
day through Prejlon towards Wigan ; defigning, 
as we conceive, to get up to Warrington- Bridge 
before us; and Yefterday receiving a fudden Ac- 
count of their marching through the Town, we 
croffed the Country, and about One of the Clock 
this Morning reached Bolton ; and, after fome 
fhort Stay for refrefliing our Men, we marched 
away fo^ IVarrington^ where we are now, in Con- 
junftion with about 4000 Foot and Dragoons, 
raifed in Chejhire and StaffordJIoire. 
' We are improving the little Time we; have got 
before them here, to the fpoiling the Fords and 
PafTes on the River, efpecially between us and 
Manchejier\ leaving thofe only open to them 
where, if they attempt a Paffage, we may be moft 
confidcrable to make Oppofition; and, if the Lord 
will, engage them. Wherein we wait his Plea- 
fure and Providence concerning us, not queftion- 
ing but, if we be clearly calPd to give them Battle, 
or if they feek us out and force us to it, (as in 
Reafon it feems to be much their Intereft) before 
my Lord- General comes up with the Foot and 
Train, which is by this Time about Barnard- 
Cajile^ we fliall find our Hearts filled with a hea- 
venly Power from the Lord, and fee his antient 
Arm lift^ed up, as in former Times, againft his 

xLnemies 1 am 

Your moji humble Servant y 

T. HARRISON. 

P. S. * We expetSt this Day they will attempt 
* to force their Paflage at fome of the narroweft 

^Paffes, 
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* Pafles, where they apprehend our Refiftance leaft Inter ♦egnum, 

* confiderable. We are appointing a Council to ^^5i- 

* confider whether we fliould not withdraw, tho* 

* there be a Spirit given generally to prels to engage 
' them, if the Lord fliould vouchfafe an open Field 

* for it.' 

Befides all the foregoing Letters, the Parliament 
received Advice from ChepJioWy that, at a Rendez- 
vous of their Forces in that Neighbourhood, there 
appeared ^6000 florfe and Foot, who had fecured 
fuch Gentlemen of that Country as they fufpefted, 
and feized moft of the Horfes in Monmouthjhire : 
Alfo from Brijlol^ That that City was raifmg a 
Troop of Horfe ; and that the Governor had or- 
dered all Strangers to depart thence in twelve 
Hours, and the Innkeepers to bring in, every 
Night, an Account of their Guefts. 

Aug. 19. Another Letter from Major-General 
HarrifoTiy to the Prefident of the Council of State, 
was read. 

Upon the March fromKnotsford towards 
Congleton, Aug. 17, 1651, about 
SIR, Nine of the Clod. 
' XZEfterday, the i6th, the Enemy came orf 

* }[ with their whole Army, and prefs'd to pafs 

* ajt the Bridge, and Fort near it, which we had 
' broken down and fpoiFd as well as we could in 

* fo ftiort a Time. A Company of our Foot were 

* drawn down to the Barricade of the Bridge, who 
' behaved themfelves gallantly, and gave the Ene- 

* my Oppofition, till we faw Caufe to draw them 

* off, fecuring their Retreat by Parties of Horfe ; 

* which we did, becaufe we were unwilling to en- 

* gage the whole Army, where our Horfe could 

* not come to make Service thro' the Inclofures : 

* The Enemy thereupon haften'd over their whole 

* Army, and their King in the Van, if not Forlorne, 
' which was hrs own Life Guard, as fome Prifon- 

* ers told us fince ^ and prefs'd hard upon our Rear, 

* where- 
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lAtcr-regnuiD. * whcrcof Col. Rich had the Guard, who wheeled 

4, ^^II i * ^^ Parties, and charged them thrice as the/ 

AuguftT"^ * came on, and the Lord every Time caufed thofe 

* of the Enemy, that were fo foi'wardj to fly before 

* us. 

* We kiird the Oflicfcr that commanded one of 

* their Parties, and two or three Troopers ; and 

* fome Count r)'men fmce bring Us in Word that 

* 28 of theirs were flain in the feveral Skirmifhes, 

* and but four of ours that I can hear of, there^ 
' and at the Bridge. 

* As they fell on they cried. Oh you Rogues^ we 

* will be with you before your Cromwell comes ; 

* which made us think they would prefs to engage 
' us with all Speed. 

* We are drawing up at Knots/hrd Moor to wait 

* thfem, though we hear fince, that they marched a 

* good Part of the Night on the London Road. 

Tour faithful Servant^ 

THO. HARRISON. 

Jug, 20. This Day a Letter from Major-Gene- 

ral Harrifon^ to the Speaker, was read. 

* 

S I Rf Leeke, Aug. 18, 1 651. 

* rr^HIS Night we quartered with our Forces. 
^ ^ 2it Leeke^ in Staffhrdjhire^ intending foi? 

* Cheadle^ towards Bagofs-Bromley To-morrow. 
' The Enemy feems to be much difcouraged by the 

* feafonable Preparation of Forces the Parliament 

* is making thereabouts ; by the Country's forbear- 

* ing to come in ,to them as they expeded ; and j 

* laftly, by the Inconfiderablenefs of the Earl of 

* Derby's Forces; who, after all that Noife, carl 

* riiake but 250 Foot and 60 unarm 'd Horfe, as 

* our beft Intelligence faith, with whom he landed 

* on Saturday laft, at /if7^r- Water, in Lancafljire^ 

* hailing to his King, if -not interrupted irTtht^ 

* Way, which we hope he will be. Their Army, 

* we heard this Morning, lay laft Night about 

* Northwich^ and this Evening advanced between 

« Nant^ 
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♦ Naniwich and Chefler\ their Councils feem very Inter- rcgnuoBu 
« unfteady.' '^5f- 



Aug. 21. TheHoufe received Intelligence, That 
the Scots Army lay on the 17th at Northwich^ and 
the next Day advanced between Na^ntu/ich znA 
Cheftery and that Major- General Lambert and the 
Forces with him were chearfully followed by the 
Officers and Soldiers of the Chejhire and Lancaft)ire 
Militia of Foot; who, upon this Emergency, 
(though their Harveft was ready to cut) promifed 
not to leave them till they either fhould be pro- 
perly difmiffed, or the Lord put a feafonable Iffuc 
to this Bufinefs. 

The fame Day a Letter from the Committee of 
the Militia at Coventry^ to the Speaker, was read : 

Ri^ht Honourable^ 

* TTIT'E being now neareft the Enemy, take 

* VV ourfelves obliged to give you this Ac- 

* count of their Motion. The laft Night they were 

* encan^ped upon Blore-Heath^ in this County, not 

* far ixom Drayton^ amongft whom we fent a Sol- 
' dier the laft Night, who had a View of them, 

* being near their King's Tent there. We had 
^ alfo a Gentleman, this Morning, who had the 

* View of their March Yefterdav. They have be- 

* twixt 5 and 6000 weak Horie, and fome 6 of 

* 7000 very fickly Foot. 

' We hear further that, upon Sunday Night laft, 

* my Lord of Derby came up to them, who brought 

* with him fome 60 Horfe, moftly Gentlemen ; 

* and return'd back towards Lancajhire, where he 

* left his Foot, fome 200, to raife more. This 

* Day we have" an Account that they are moved 

* with their Body to Newport^ where we fuppofc 

* their Head Quarters will be this Night.' 

Aug. 22. Mr. Bond reported from the Council 
of Bute, That Major-General Lambert had fent 
them a Copy of a Letter to him from CoL Ricb-- 

Vol. XX. B ard 



Auguih 
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^^^^^^p^"^^* ard Duckenfieldy Governor of Chepr\ advifing^ 
' ^^ . j. That fome Parties from thence having taken fe- 
Augaft* veral of the Scots Army Prifoners ; a Letter from 
the King to Major- General Afo^^ (who was em- 
ployed to foUcit Afliftance from the Mtnifters in 
Lancajhire) was found upon one of thofe that were 
mortally woimded ; and that Lambert had fent a 
Copy thereof to CromwilL 

The King's Letter was in hac Verba : 

From Stoke^ three Miles from 
Nantwichy Jug. i8, late. 
Major-Gen. Massey, 

/Jm informed that, by fome Miflahe^ a Claufe is 
added to the Letter from the Prejbytery of the 
Army to the Minifiers of Lancafliire, which may 
he very dangerous, by breeding Divijion amongji 
thofe that would own me : For I hear they do add to 
the Letter a-Defire that Conjideration be taken of 
Men^s former Malignancy, 

How dangerous this may he, and how inconfifient 
with a former Exprejfton of the Letter of the Kirk 
^Scotland, owning this Army^ I leave you to judge: 
Therefore I would have you burn the Letter, and 
then I am fare it is lofl, and can do no Hurt^ 

Hajle you to the Army, where you will be of very 
great Ufe the Way we are to march. I am 

Your affcdlionate Friend, 

CHARLES R. 

Next aCopy of a Letter from Col. Moncke, Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Ordnance, to the Lord-Ge- 
neral Cromwell, was read : 

Stirling,Aug. 14., tS^l* 

May it pleaje your Excellency, 

* rTTiHIS Day, very early in the Morning, our 

* X . Guns began to play, and before Six at 
' Night the Enemy in the Caftle craved Leave to 

* capitulate, which was agreed unto by the Con-' 

* fent 
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« Cent of the Officers, and the Surrender to be by later-regnam. 

* Ten of the Clock next Day. . ^'^^^^ 

* When I fent my Summons to them ^thcy feem- AuguftT^ 

* cd ^o be fo valiant that they wanted Civility to 
' return me an Anfwer* The Records which were 
' at Edinburgh are to be given up to us, which fliall 
' be difpofed of as your Excellency fhall thinlc 

* fit. 

* I hope to be on my March towards Dundee 

* before this Letter comes to your Hands, to reduce 

* that Town and Caftie that commands the Ri* 
' ver. 

Tour Excellency's mojl humble Servant, 

GEO. MONCKE. 

jfug, 23 ^. This t)ay the Parliament received 
Intelligence from the Majors General Lambert and 
Harrijon^ dated the 22d, That the Scots Army lay 
the Night before at Tonge, in Shropjhire^ and that 
they inclined towards Worcejier ; that Col, Dan- 
versy Governor of Stafford^ with fome few Horfc, 
fell in upon fome of their Quarters, and killed five 
of their Men ; but gave an Alarm to the whole ' 

Army. 

fiy another Letter it was certified that the Scots 
had, of Horfe and Foot, 120 Colours ; that their 
Horfe were poor and harraffed out ; that their Foot 
were miferably raggedy and fick Creatures a great 
Number of them ; that their King was found, with 
Cap in Hand, defiring them yet a little longer to 
ftick to him ; perfuading them that, withia two 
Days March, they fhould come into a Country 
Inhere all Things would be plentifully provided for 
them, and fliortly thence to London: That the 
Parliament's Forces were at Tamworthy and from , 
thence had lent feveral Parties to attend the Enemy's 
Motion I and to difpofe their own Marches, in or- 
der to a Conjundlion with th^ Lord-General, and 
the other Forces lately fent from London. 

B 2 Aug» 

^ There is an Hiatus in the printed journals of this Day, which 
is fuppUed from The Prtcetdirgt of FarlUmentt N®. lOo. 
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Inter -re^num. Jug. 25. A Letter from the Mayor and City of 
»65»* Ghuceftery to the Speaker, was read. 

Auguft. SIR, Jug. 23, 1651. 

* rriHE Enemy came to Worcefter Yefterday, 
. * X where, there being fome Foot of the Coun- 

* try, and feme Horfe, they made a gallant Refift- 

* ance, and feveral Times beat them back : But per- 
*. ceiving that, thro* the Treachery of fome in the 

* Town, theTownfmen had laid down their Arhns, 

* and fome of them fhot out of the Windows on 

* our Men, while they were fighting for them, our 

* Forces removed the Magazine, and withdrew 

* their Horfe and Foot, while 30 Men only refilled 

* the Enemy, and beat them back ; at laft (when 
' our Forces were fecure on their Way to G/^«- 

* cejler) thefe alfo withdrew, and left the Town of 

* Worcefter to the Enemy. 

* All our Forces are now fafc here, at Gloucejler, 

* which is ftrongly fortified, and the Citizens unani- 

* moufly provided to refift any Attempt that Ihall 

* be made on this City.' ^ 

This Account gave fo great Satisfaction to' the 
' Houfe, that they ordered a Letter of Thanks to the 
Mayor and City oiGlouceJler, for their Fidelity and 
good AfEsdtions to the Parliament. 

A Letter fent '^^^ ^^^g having fent a Letter, dated the i6th 
fromtheKingtoof this Month, addrefs'd to the Lord Mayor and 
the City of Lo«-City oi London , and Mr. Whitlocke having reported 
brburnt ^ ^^^^ ^^^ Council of State, a Proclamation there- 
upon; after fome Alterations made by the Houfe, 
it was ordered to be printed forthwith, and pub- 
I Itfhed the next Day at Noon, with Drum, and 

Trumpet^ at the Exchange in London, and in Weji-^ 
minfter by the Serjeant at Arms. The Council of 
State was alfo direfted to take Care of the Publi- 
cation thereof in all other Cities and Towns 
throughout England. And the King's Letter was 
ordered to be burnt at the Exchange in London, by 
the Hands of the common Hangman, 

Wo 
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We have not been able to meet with a Copy of Intcr-regnoin. 
his Majefty's Letter; but the Parliament's Procla^ '^ ^^ 
mation thereupon was in hac Verba : AojeuIT^ 

Aug. 25, 1651. 

* "T T THereas divers of the ^cots Nation, and^nd a Prodt- 

* VV fome Englijh Fugitives, being lately mation iflued.de* 

* come out of Scotland into England^ with their ^^^.^^ ^"» * 

* Leader Charles Stuart^ Son to the late Tyrant, "^°'' 

* do here levy War againft the Commonwealth, 
^ and commit many Outrages, Spoils, and Mur- 

* ders upon the People of this Nation : And the 

* faid Charles Stuart hath caufed himfelf, by the 

* faid Men of Scotland and Englijh Fugitives, to 

* be proclaimed King o( England ^ and, by Declara- 
^ tions, profcribing fome who have performed great 

* and excellent Service to the Public, and offer- 

* ing Indulgences to others, would draw Adherents 

* to him in his wicked and traiterous Pradices j 
' particularly by Letters in his Name, direSed to 

* the City of London^ and fpread abroad by fome 

* of his clandeftine Agents, he labours to court 

* them to his Party, by boafting his own Condi- 

* tion, and by endeavouring to annihilate the Ho- 

* nour and Efteem of the Parliament and their 

* Forces ; who, through God's Mercy, have been 

* fo often inftrumental to chaftife him and his 

* Confederates; and will, through God's Blef&ng 
f we truft, ftill prove a burthenfome Stone unto 

* them ; hoping, it feems, in the mean Time, that 
« that famous City, ( whofe Faithfulnefs and eminent 

* Services m behalf of Religion, Laws, and Liber- 

* ties, are ever to be acknowledged) and that others 

* of this Land and Nation, into whom, by his 

* Cunning and Flatteries, he would thus infinuate, 

* can forget the horrid and bloody War raifed by 

* the late Tyrant his Father, and the Devaftations 

* attending it ; and, by his Delufions and Impo- 

* ftures, be perfuaded to betray themfelves and their 
' Liberties again into Vaflalage and Bondage, 

* which, thro' Ac Goodnefs of God, at fo great 
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lotcr-rffgnum. c ^^ Expencc of Blood and Treafure, have been 
^'_^i' , ' vindicated from the Pride and Tyranny of that 
Wugvd, * Man and his Father's Houfe : 

« Which laborious Fraud and Falfhpod of him 

* the faid Charles Stuart hath hitherto notwith- 

* ftanding, thro' the Favour of God to his People, 

* proved of fmall or no Effect but to aggravate his 

* own Guilt, he being a Traitor of a former Date, 

* and to render himfelf and his Accomplices more 
^ and more obnoxious to the Penalties of the Laws 

* of Englandy declaring and adjudging that High 

* Treafon, wherein they are fo deeply and defpe- 
^ rately involved : 

* And whereas, by a !ate A{k and Declaration 

* of Parliament) all Perfons have been warned and 

* commanded not to give any Countenance or Af- 

* fiftatice to the faid Charles Stuart, or his Party ; 

* but to opj ofe them, and to aflift the Forces trf" 

* til is Commonwealth for apprehending of them, 

* to which a moft chearful and genei-al .Obedience 

* h^th been given by the People .according to their 

* Duty, wherein the Parliament doth humbly ac- 

* knowledge the Goodnefs of God to this Nation, 

* and fliall not fail to manifeft their good Accep- 

* tance of the People's AfFecSlions herein : 

* AIJ which the Parliament of England hz\\n^ 
^ taken into their ferious Confideration, altho' they 

* cannot conceive that any true Englijhman can be 

* debauched from the Duty and Fidelity which they 

* owe tp their native Country, wpon fuch deluding 

* and falfe Pretences as the Enemy hath ufed, an4 
^ therefore it is not neceflary to m^ke apy further 

* Declaration herein 5 yet, for the ipore Notoriety 
^ of the FadI: to all rerfpns concerned to take 

* Knowledge of the fame, and ^o avoid all Pretence 

* of Ignorance in any touching the Condition of 
< this Man and his Fpllovvers, have thought tit to 
^ publifli and declare the faid Charles Stuart, to be 

* a Rebel, Traitor, and public Enemy to the Com- 
^ monwealth of England, and all bis Abettors, 

* Agerits, and Accpmplices to be |?.ebels, Traitprs, 
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* and public Enemies to the Commonwealth of intcr-regnom, 

* England *y and do hereby command all Officers, , '^^- 

* Civil and Military, in all Market Towns and ^uguft. 

* convenient Places, to caufe this Declaration to 

* be proclaimed and publiQied. 

H. SCOBELL, C/#r. P^r/. 

Aug. 26. This Day the Parliament kept an Hu- 
miliation at Margaret^ Weftminfler^ to feek unto 
the Lord for his Bleffing upon their Counfels and 
Forces, and for Succefs againft the Enemy now iri 
the Land : This Ceremony being over, the Houfe 
ordered Thanks to their Preachers on that Occa- 
iion; and then proceeded to read the following 
Letters from Col. Okey and Lieutenant-Generd 
Fleetwood^ addrefs'd 

To the Rt. Hon, John Brads haw, Lord-Pre* 
fident cf the Council of State at Whitehall. 

My Lord^ Stirling^ Jug. 19, 165 1. 

* T Make bold to trouble you with a few Lines to^°^^;^^*fJiJ^^^* 

* A let your Lordfliip know, that after it hadf^^g'J^^^/^^* 

* pleafed God to give us Stirling Town, I with 

* Col. Berry y and two Troops of Horfe more, and 

* two of Dragoons, marched to Gla/gow and the 
> Weft Country j being fully informed that fomc 

* Lords were returning from the King with full 

* Commiilion to raife in thofe Parts 6000 Horfe 

* and Foot, and accordingly had their Commiffion- 
. ♦ ers fitting at Glafgow and Paijley^ for levying rf 

* the faid Forces, and having already fome Hiin- 
^ dreds lifted about, and drawing what they had 

* together to a Rendezvous, we marched with all 

* poffible Speed to prevent them. 

< And upon the nth Inftant fet forward from 

* hence, and marched to Glafgow^ Paijley^ and ir- 
*'■ win^ and fcnt out Parties all over the Couitry 

* round about; and, through the Goodnefs of God, 
^ have fo fcoured the Country, that we may now 

* march with 100 Horfe from this Place all over 

* the Weft and South. Wc have totally broken 
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all their Levies, ^nd have taken fome of their 
chief Commiilioners Prifoncrs, as the Lord Or- 
mijion and fome others, and returned back to this 
Place vyith our Horfe Yefterday, the 18th prc- 
ient. 

* A Party of ours alfo, which I fent to Bog-Hall^ 
brought me fourteen Minifters Prifoners, . who 
were all met together in a Barn by a Wood-Side, 
fix Miles from Glafgow^ but were releafed again, 
being about a Work that I hope will prove ad- 
vantageous' to us. It is thus: The General Af- 
fembly having filenced many of then^i, and for- 
bid them to preach both in public and in pri- 
vate, they were there met together to feek the 
Lord, whether they fhould obey or difobey the 
General Aflembly's Order. And they aflured 
us, as in the Prefence of the Lord, that they were 
about no other Work ; and that God had fet it 
upon their Hearts, that it was better to obey God 
than Men, and fo accounted their General Af- 
fembly a malignant ufurp'd Authority, which 
ought not to be obeyed : And therefore, they being 
fet at Liberty by us, did on the laft Lord's Day, 
in Glafgow and other Parts, preach publickly 
againft that wicked Authority. The Lord hath 
done great Things for us in thefe Parts, whereof 
we have great Caufe to be glad, and we are con- 
fident alfo he is doing great Things for you in 
England. I fhould enlarge, but muft now 
abruptly break off, the Poft flaying for my Let- 
ters. I forbear to trouble you any further, fave 
to tell you that I am. 

My LorJy 

Tour Lord/hip's very humhle Servant^ 

JOHN OKEY. 



S I Ry Banbury^ Aug, 25, 1651. 

J^uchinSeMo/ A ^ ^?' ^^^'^^ ^^^^^ ' ^*" prefent you with 
tjonsofbothAr-' jfiL this brief Account : The Enemy, we- uit- 
joS^i'in England,^ dcrftand, came into Worcejler upon Friday laft 

* in 
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* in the Afternoon ; our Men retreated from them loter-regnum 

* to Gloucefter^ which was looked upon as feafon- >*S'« 

* able for that Place, apprehended to be, before ^T^^"^ 

* their coming, in fome Danger. The Scots ftaid "^^ ' 

* not long in the Town, but march'd their Army 

* over the Severn^ leaving a Party behind, who give 

* out, that they intend to re-fortify that Place, and 
' to that End have fummoned in the Country to 

* repair the Works, and that which is called the 

* Royal Fort, If this be their Bufinefs, I doubt ' 

* not but we (hall be up with them, before any 

* Thing confiderable can be done : But I be- 

* lieve their main Defign is to fecure the Pafles up- 

* on the Severn^ thereby to fecure themfclves, re- 
' frefh their wearied Army, and invite their Friends 

* to come in to their Afliftance ; which indeed is a 

* Mercy not to be fligh,ted by us, that though this 
' precious Caufe hath fo many Enemies, yet fo few 

* adventure to- come in unto them. It is thought 

* by us that their Army doth not confift of above 

* 12,000 Horfe and Foot efFedive; and thofe of 

* their Foot very much harraflfed, by often and fre- 
*,quent marching, infomuch that they did impor- 

* tune their King to take Pity on them ; who an- 

* fwered. That they fhould fuddenly have Refrefli- 

* ment, and gave them good Words, and told them 

* what Afliftance he expe£led from his Friends. 

* They have very few of Englijh Horfe amongA 

* them, their Foot Highlanders. I fee it is not 

* good to defpife the meaneft Creature. It is faid 

* that Major-General Maffiy marches with a Party • 

* to Glouceflerj in hopes that, upon his Approach, 

* his old Friends would appear for him. 

* My Lord -General came laft Night to fPar- 
' wicky his Foot will be there this Night : We 

* fliall, either this Day or To-morrow, march 

* near the Enemy, and not give them the Liberty 
< of ranging far ; and though their Confidence be 

* much in their Pafles, yet I truft we fhall not find ^ 

* that Work fo diflicult as it feems at a Difl:ance « 

* both to you and us : However, you know hitherto 

* the 
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^ « the Lord hath carried us through the greatcft 

TeTfr"' * Straits, before we have attkined our defired Iffue. 

5^,,-^-^, ^ « And if it be fo now, it ihould be the lefs ftrange 
>Au^. c to us. I (hall not further trouble you, fave to 
* fubfcribe myfelf. 

Your faithful and humble Servant^ 
CHA. FLEETWOOD. 

Aug. 27. The Houfe received a Letter from. 
Col. Mackworth^ inclofing a Summons and Letter 
to hiih from the King, with his Anfwer : All whicki 
were r^ad. 

And firft the Summons, which wa$ addrefs'd 
thus : 

To Col. Mack WORTH, G^i/^rwr ^ Shrewfbury, 

CHARLES i?. 

Col. Mackworth, 

TDEing dejirom to attempt all fair Ways for reco^ 
-X-/ verihg our own, before me proceed to Force and 
Extremty-y and, where the Controverfy is with Sub- 
jeSfs^, accounting that a double Victory which is ob^ 
tained without Effujion of Blood, and where the 
Hearts, that of Right belong to us, are gained 
as well as their Strengths ; we do hereby fummors 
you to furrender forthwith, into our Hands, our 
Town, with the Cajile of Shrewlbury, as in Duty 
and Allegiance, by the Laws of God and the Land^ 
you are bound to do; there^ not only preventing 
the Mif chief which, you may otherwife draw upon 
yourfelf and that Place, but alfo opening the firfl 
Door to the Kingdom^ s Peace and ^ietnefs, and 
the Enjoyment of every one, both King and People y 
that which pertains to them, under certain and known 
Laws, the End for which we are come, 
« Given at our Camp at Tong-Nortony this 20th 

oi Auguji^ 1651. 

Next 
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Next, the Letter fent therewith : Inter-rtgwim, 

1651. 

Tong-Norton, Aug. 20, A***^^'**^ 
Col. Mackworth, 1651. ^***^' 

HAving fent you herewith a Summons to render 
into my Hands my Town with the Caftle of 
Shrewftury, / cannot hut perfuade myfelf you will 
do it, when I confider you a Gentleman of an antient 
Houfe^ and of very differing Principles^ as I am in- 
formed^ from thofe with whom your Employment ranks 
you at prefent : If you Jhall peaceably deliver them 
to me^ I will not only pardon you what is paft^ and 
■protest you and yours in your Perfons^ and all that 
belongs to you, but reward fo eminent and feafonabk 
a Tefiimony of your Loyalty y with future Truji and 
Favour 'y and do leave it to yourfelf to propbfe th^ 
Particularly beings upon that Condition, ready to 
grant you prefent ly any Thing you Jhall reafonahly de^ 
firey and to approve myfelf 

Your Friend, 

CHARLES R. 

How much his Majefty was miftaken in his Opi- 
nion of this Gentleman's good Difpofition towards 
him, appears from the contemptuous Style of his 
Anfwer, which was not addrefs'd To the Kingy but • 
direSed thus : 

For the Commander in Chief of the Scots Army. 

S I Ry Shrewjburyy Aug. 21, 165 1, 

* "OY your Trumpet I received two Papers, the 
^ J3 ^^^ containing a Propofition, the other a 

* dire£): Summons for the Rendition of the Town 

* and Caftle of Shre%v/buryy the Cuftody whereof 

* I have received by Authority of Parliament; and 

* if you believe me a Gentleman, as you fay you 

* do, you may believe I will be faithful to my 

* Truft ; to a Violation whereof neither Allure- 

* ments can perfuade me, nor Threatenings of 

* Force, efpecially when but Paper on^s, compdl 

* me. What Principles I am judged to be of I . 



( 



know 
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iBtcr-fQgavm. < know not, but I hope they are fuch as ihall ever 



1651 



Acc6ant of the 
Surrender of 
Stirling-CaftU. 



^ declare me honeft, and no way differing herein, 
' as I know, from thofe engaged in the fame Em- 
* ployment with me ; who, ihould they defert that 
^ Caufe they are embark'd in, refolve to be found, 
< as I am, unremoveably. 

The faithful Servant of the 

Commonwealth of England, 

HUMP. MACKWORTH. 

This Behaviour of Col. Mackworth was fo plea- 
fing to the Houfe, that they order'd the Lord- 
Commiffioner IVhitlocke to draw up a Letter of 
Thanks to him, to be fign'd by the Speaker ; ac- 
knowledging their good Acceptance of his Fidelity: 
They alfo refolved that a Gold Chain and Medal 
of the Parliament, to the Value of 100/. be fent to 
him as a Mark of their Favour. 

The fame Day a Letter to the Speaker, from 
Dr. Gierke^ Advocate to the Court of Admiralty, 
giving an Account of the Surrender of Stirling^ 
Caftle to the Parliament's Forces, was read. 

Mr, Speaker J Stirling^ Jug. 19. 1 651. 

ON this Day Se'nnight we perfefted our Plat- 
forms for Batteries, and two Mortar-Pieces 
brought up from Leith for the reducing of Stir- 
ling-CaJile. The Enemy (hot thro' and thro' our 
Batteries, but did not hurt any of our Men. 
They play'd hard againft our Men that were in 
the Steeple of the Town Kirk, which did much 
^nnoy them ; they fliot through the Steeple, but 
all their Shots hurt but one NIan. 
* Two Mortar-Pieces were drawn to the Plat- 
form this Evening. All Things being in Readi- 
4inefs to go, roundly to work with the Caftle, the 
Lieutenant-General fent a Summons in to the 
Governor of the Caftle, requiring him to deliver 
the fame to the Ufe of the Piirliament of England -y 

«to 
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* to which he returned a verbal Anfwer, That he inter-regnum. 

* would keep the Caftle as long as he could. The i^S'- 

* Lieutenant- General alfo fent about Exchange of ^^— '^r-*-' 

* Prifoners for feme of ours he had in the Caftle j ^uguft. 

* but it feems he would exchange none, in hopes 

* to make Terms by them. Col. Pinchbeck ^ an 

* Englijhmanj and one of the Colonels that Col, 

* Blake gave a Pafs to come from Scilly into Scotland^ 

* kifs'd the King's Hand, and went as far as Glaf- 

* gaw with him towards England i but is come back 

* hither, declaring much DifafFedlion and Diflatif- 

* fa&ion at the Enemy's Defign, and fays he will 
' notioin any more with them. 

* On Wednefday the two Mortar-Pieces were 
'planted, and Mr. Hean the Engineer, (who was 

* fent for from St. Johnjloun for that Purpofe) made 

* two Shots with each of them for Trial, two of 

* whicb fell and brake in the Midfi: of the Caftle. 

* On Thurfday the 14th both Guns and Mortar- 

* Pieces play'd hard againft the Caftle ; we made 

* two of their Guns unferviceable 9 they hurt us 

* two Gunners with fmall Shot. 

* In the Afternoon, whilft our Mortar-Pieces 

* were playing hard, they in the Caftle beat a Par- 

* ley ; which being hearkened unto, they fent out 

* a Drummer with a Letter, intimating Deiires 

* of a Treaty : The Lieutenant-General fent in a 

* Letter, wherein he took Notice of the Governor's 

* flighting his firft Summons, but propofed three 

* Articles to hfm, which he would grant if they 

* would render forthwith, otherwife he would not 

* accept of any Treaty. Hereupon, about half an 

* Hour after, the Governor fent out Capt. James 

* Cunningham and one Mr. fFrighty as Commif- 

* miffioners to treat ; but the Records of Scotland^ 
^ which the Governor defired might be conveyed 

* to fome other Garrifon of theirs, being denied 

* them, Mr. Wright faid hlsCommiiJIion was blown 

* up, and would not treat ; however that Night 
^ the Articles were all agreed on^ and Jioft&gC9 

* icnt forth. 

*The 
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Inter-regnunu * The Occafion of their moft hafty Surrender, 

1651. ^ was from a Mutiny of the Soldiers in the Caftle $ 

'^ "^r*^ • who, being a commanded Party of their Army, 

Aiipifi. c anj j,jQJ[t Highlanders, not accuftomed to Gra- 

* nadoes, were much affrighted, and beat the Drum 

* without Order, threatening to throw over their 
' Officers if they fliould difturb them ; faying, 

* They ivould fight for their King and Kingdom^ and 

* not for their Country's Geer. 

* The next Day the Governor, with about 300 

* Officers and Soldiers, marched forth according 

* to Agreement : The Soldiers had the Night bc- 

* fore broken open many of the Trunks in the 

* Caftle, and went away laden with as much Geef 
^ as they could carry, 

* There were in the Caftle 40 Pieces of Ord- 
^ nance, viz. 27 very fair Brafs Pieces, two great 

* Iron Guns, and 1 1 Leather Guns ; Prpvifion of 
* • Meal to ferve 500 Men aboVe twelve Months, 

* 40 or 50 Barrels of Beef, about 5000 Arms, (new 

* Muflcets and Pikes) 26 Barrels of Powder, 20 or 

* 30 Veflels of ClaretWine and ftrongWaters, great 

* Store of Match with other Ammunition, Lances, 

* Swans Feathers, Darts, and other Inftruments of' 
« War of that Nature; all the Records of ifp/AyW*",' 

* the Chair and Cloth of State, the Sword, and; 

* other rich Furniture of the King's, the Earl of 

* Marr's Coronet and Stirrups of Gold, with his * 
f * Parliament-Robes : There was . alfo Store of 

* Goods of the Country and Town's People in the 

* Caftle, which they had Liberty to carry away ac- 
' cording to Articles, and came in great Numbers 

* for three or four Days together, little or nothing 

* being embezzled, but what hath been taken away 

* by their own Men. We had releafed, a little; 

* before our Entrance, 32 Prifoners, among whom 
/ were Mr. Cornelius van Behmen^ Eng;ineer, Lieu- 

* tenant Jones, and others taken at Newark. 

' Thus ^ 

6 Eighty-four.Hogiheads of thefc Records were loft in their Re- 
turn to See4/ard by Sea, after the Reftcration, 

Merc, Pub, Anno 1661 p. 52. 
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* Thus hath God in lefs than a Week's Space, inter-regnum, 

* nay, lefs than a Day's Space, (for we did not play '^5>' 

* fo long with our Guns and Mortar -Pieces) ^iven ^""T^^^'T^ 
^ into our Hands one of the ftrongeft and moft "^ ' 

* magnificent Caftlcs in Scotlandy and the moft, if 

* not only, confidcrable Pafs into the Country bc- 

* yond it. When we came before it, a Quaere 
*' was made who ihould lead us into this ftrong 

* Caftle ? it was anfwercd. The Righteous Jhall 

* P^Jf^fe *^^ G^/^i of their Enemies j and certainly 

* the Mercy is not the lefs for being gained with fo 

* little Lofs, but the greater j and is a Pledge of 

* what he will do for thofe that are now like to be 
' engaged m England, 

* Since my coming into the Caftle, which is one 

* of the ftatelieft and faireft Buildings I have feen 

* in Scotland^ I obfervcd this Motto over the Cha- 

* pel Door, J. 6. R. Nobis hisc inviSia miferunt 
^ Centum feK proaui^ 16 1 7. It feems it had pafs'd 

* the 107th unconquered, but not the 108th. 

* Col. Okey is returrt'd with his Party who went 

* into the Weft : He took the Lord Ormifion^ Mr. ' 

* Alexander^ Mr. Henderfon^ and others, who were 

* fitting at Paijley for the raifing of a Regiment to 

* be under the Command of Col. Cochran^ whom 

* their King had fent out of England for that Pur- 

* pofe, though he had before promifed it to Major- 

* General yanRofs ; they were both in the T^owii 
^ the Day before, but got away with the Laird of 

* Blair^s Troop into the Highlands. 

* We are now preparing for a March with our 
*■ Horfe and Foot towards Dundee. When our 

* Convoy had brought thofe that marched out of 

* the Caftle of Stirling as far as St* Johnjiouny they 

* all went to their feveral Homes, except about 140-. 

* I crave your Pardon for this Boldnefs, and reft 

Your moji humble Servant y 

W. CLERKE. 

In confequcnce of this Letter the Houfe refolv'd. 
That all the Records, with the Regalia and In/ig- 
niay taken in Stirling-Cajihy be lodg'd in the Tower 

*of 
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intcr-regnum. of London^ MTiitx the Direaion of the Matter of the 
Jl^ RoUs. 

'Aogiift, 

Laftly was read a Letter from Col. Hewfon^ -Go- 
vernor of Dublin^ touching the State of AiFairs in 
that Kingdom. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord-President 
of the Council of State. 

My Lor d^ Finagh^ Aug, by 1651. 

Col. Hw/on's « QINCE my Return from Stirkloe^ I marched 
Account of the c ^ ^^ Athlone^ from whence I fent coo Recruits 

State of Ireland. , ^^^ ^ i ri r i ^r^i^ t. "^ • • 

* to my Lord-rrelident. The Lnemy is come to 

* this Side of Gallivay^ and endeavoured a Con- 
' jun£lion of their Forces, to raife or difturb the 

* Siege at Limerick i and, to that End, Mujkerry 

* and Fitx-Patrick were to join on this Side the 
' Shannon and Dungan^ and Roche on Connaught 

* Side ; but the Works before GaHway being fi- 
' nifhed, my Lord-Prefident hath left his Foot in 

* Security at the Siege, and he with fome Horfe 
' doth lie in one Place, and a Party from me join- 

* ing with a Party from my Lord-Deputy, under 

* the Command of Sir Theophilus fones^ doth lie 

* fifteen Miles beyond Athlone^ whereby they can- • 
. * not join* Mujkerry was met with by my L^^rd 

' RroghilU aod was routed, with the Lofs of 500 
^ Men upon, the Place, and as many wounded^ 

* Limerick is in great Straits, we hope it will be 

* yours fpeedily ; Galiway may hold but longer ; 

* the /r/jfc increafe in Numbers, but their Gather- 

* ings are in order to their breaking in Pieces. 
^'FitZ' Patrick is in King's County with 2000 Men, 
' and Z>omimck O'Connor^ Bartk. O'Neale, and 

* Mr, Longford with (it is reported) 5000, but I 

* fuppofe hardly half. Phelrm M^Hugh Riley ^ in 

' Cavan^ is reported 30CO. They fcuffle apace ; , 

* FitZ'Patrick hath furprized Melecks upon the 
' Shannmit the Soldiers being afleep. Part of Ri- 

* /^r/s Men befieg'd this Place, and ftorm'd it Ye- 

fterday 



4 
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* fterday Morning; but were beaten off with great lnter.T«jnairfi 

* Lofs : We loft only four Men. Their Stay here '^S** 

* was twenty-eight Hours. I find them unwilling ^T^X^T^ 

* to fight, though their Numbers be great; I have , "* * 

* not I coo Fbot, nor 400 Horfe, yet wherifoever 

* I pUrfue them they fly intb Places of Security. I 

* intended to have attempted Bailincarge, but find* 

* ing the Enemy n(iuch ovef -number me, ''I think 

* it not ad vifeablc to engage ybur Guns ; but to ht 

* loofe untill Limirkk be taken, when I ntay ex* 

* peft the Leinjier Horfe back again. I came this 

* Daj to the Relief of thid Place, but found th6 

* Enemy fcattered ; yea, and they fliall fcatter; 

* tumble, and fiall, wsen the Terrors of the Lord 

* do make them afrai<^. I am, 

My Lord^ s 

Tour very faithful Servant^ 

J. HEWSON.- 

Aug, 28. A Letter from Lieutenant-General. 
Fleetxvdad to &xq Speaker, intimating the Arrival of 
the King's Army in an^ about Worcejiery was readi 

S/iJ, &hepftoney Aug.lfy 1651. 

* /^UR Atroy is this Day upon their March The ^^^/jj* ^i 

* V-/ towards Bv0fi)amy and fo likewife arc wtfl Scou Armies 

* I fuppofe To-morr/E>w w? ihall march yp %o WQr-i ^"^^"^ "«»" ««*» 

« cefter. The Enemy, the laft Saturday, had a (jon-^".***''"'^'^ 

* fiiltation a^out fortifying that Place, arid wbre 

* very dii&renC and uncertain in tbdr Gouncih 

* about it, but were prevailed with by the Mayor^ 
^ Sheriff, and fome of the Aldermen, to fortify that 

* Place, which liow they are very bufy a doing. 

* This Day they have a Faft, To-morrow ^ 

* general Rendezvous of their Army ^d die Couh'^ 

* try a Mile on this Side Wcrcejier \ but I fuppofe 
< we ihall fpoil that Defign. It is fuppofed tfaat^ 

* upon our Approach to JV&rcrftvr, they will quit 

* that Place, but it may be their Hearts* are hu^ 

* dened to flay to their own Deftni£Uon:^ Thid 

Vol- XX- C ' will 
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will prevail much with them to ftay, that their 
Reputation, which they have feemjbgly got, will 
be otherwife loft, they having perfuaded the 
People that there is no ftich Man alive as my 
Lord-General Crmtvelli and that we have no 
Army left: Upon this Account.they have had 
more Additions of Men in Warcejierjhirt than in 
all England befides, yet I doufet not but we (hall 
have that Appearance from the Lord with us, that 
it will be minifcfted to the World, that the rig^- 
teous Caufe we are engaged in is his. I am per- 
fuaded we are near a Very figrtal Mercy; the I*ord 
keep us humble and believing, and ht both you 
who are our Governorsj and ourfelves, for what 
we (hall receive. 

« The Enemy are likewife fortifying MaxfieU- 
Houfcj near IVorceJier. Mr. Maorey and fome 
other well-affe<aed Pe^foftsof^^r^^/fr, came to 
us this Morning. You 'will have a more full 
Account how they were betrayed at Whrcejier. 

^^""^ MyLord,. 

Ytntr mjl humble Mi faithful Servant^ 

p. FLEETWOOD. 

Jug. 29. A Letter from Colonel Bir^b to the 
Speaker, wkh Advice i&f the Earl of -D^'s being 
routed in Lancsifiii^i^ wa» read as>follows : 

S^IRy , Liverpool^ J§^, 269 i6si. 

A Relation of * TT pleafcd thtt Lcoil^ Yefterday^ to give an ut-r 
theEariof p^r-c^ 1 terOvwthniw, by Col. Liltnrm's Recent 
£2J^^e. ''^ ^^^Horfe, tD.thc Earl of Berby, who was raifinj 

* Men here in this County far the &«fj Xing. The 
^»&KFly at bis comiag.'over.from the.Iile oi Man^ 
< :bit>u^:hut jpQs h&VL, whereof 60 wene Horfe ; 

* 'bat landing about tbe Middle of the Shire, wken 
Vtfae Ecm Afftmy were paffiiig out of it; lie had 
^idsebetcer Opportunity, by.our.Ddftra&iona^ to 
^VBSkxxik}SftoWwrringantQ them 4 and l)ie»cr he 
^ ibad )te>Affiftanoc ofMajor-Geftcnli^tilSiT^^wtth 
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* a Regiment of Hor&> to couateriance his Pro- later-fegnuau 

* ceedings while he gathered more to him, who ^^^ 

* afterwards left hipi when the Earl's Forces were 
^ reputed confideraUe enough to carry on the 

* Work: And. there being none in this County left' 

* competent to make Oppofition, but all mai:ched 
^ out with the Army, I fent both to my Lord-Ge«» 
^ neral and the Majors General to acquaint them 

* with it, whereupon 'Col. Zi/frirriic came very op'* 
^ portunely; yet the Enemy being ftronger in Foot, 
^ and fecuring himfelf betwixt two Rivers, he was 
^ not to be attempted by Horfe only i and all that 
^ could be afforded in Affiftance were two Foot 
y Companies from Chejitr^ (one of the Regiments, 

* left about Manchejitr^ not being fo ready as the 

< reft to march out) and what Muiketeers I horfed 

* from .hence, with fomc few Countrymen ; but 
*-^fince my Lord-Generars own Regiment of Foot 
^ being fent up, and within one Day's March, the 
^ Enemy attempted to join the &coU Army ; but 

* being purfued by Col. Lilburne^s Regiment, and 
' the imall Addition before named, without the 
« Conjundion of my Lord-General's Regiment, it 
\ pleafed God to give them an abfolute Overthrow* 

' The Number of Prifoners and the Slain, with 
^ their Qualifications, I cannot yet give further 

< Account pf, but I hope this Succefs prevents all 

* Defi^ in thefe Farts. Imuftbeg£xcuief6rthift 
f diftra£led Letter, and ever am, 

S I Ry 

Tour moft real and bumble Servant ^ . 

THO. BIRCHE. 

The next Day came a Letter from Col. Lilhurne 
himfelf to the Speaker, containing all the Particu* 
lars of the Earl of Derbf\s Defeat. 

Mr. Speaker^ fFigan^ Jug. 25,. 1651. 

^ Ti yJpY Irord-General being pleafed to com- 
« IVi. ^^^ «»e to ftay here, to affift the Well- 

* agefled ugaiiift the Lord Derhy^ wh0 was then 

C % •at 
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at jyarrtngioH in tWs County, with fomc confi- 
ftderable Force both from the Ifle of Man^ and 
which he had from the Scots Army 5 wherewith 
he did not only much encourage the Enemy, bat 
alfo difcourajje all the WeH-afFe£^cd in theTe 
Counties o{ Lancvjhirt and Chejhire^ and whereof 
he thought himfHf wholly Mafter, as indeed he 
Was, (none in thofe Counties being able op daring 
to appear againft him) and began to beat Drums 
and raife Men in aH Places wliere he came ; and 
would have been very ftrong in a Ihort lln*e,^ 
not only thfo' the Access oi many MaJignatits, 
Papifts, and difaffcaed Perfons, but that Atfift- 
ance the Minifters and thofc who arc called Pref- 
byterians afforded, and would have more abun- 
dantly appeared 5 for they are the Men who are 
grown here more bittef and envious againft you 
than others of the old Cavaliers Stamp. The 
Power of the Almighty was very much feen in the 
total Overthrow (I hope) of that wicked Dcfign 
which was laid and hatched not onfy here, but 
through the whole North of England^ who was 
getting into the like Pofture, as you may further' 
underftand by thofe Papers I have hepe fcnt you.' 
But that God, who hath all along appeared with 
us and for us, hath {bewc?d himfelf very good aind 
pk>werf(irin the diflipating of this Enemy, who 
w&s^ about 14 or i^oo ftrong ; whilft I had only 
three Companies of Foot, about 50 or 60 Dra- 
goons, and about 30 Horfe from Livirpaol^ with 
my own wearied and fomewhat fcattered Regi- 
giment; through our tedious March from Scot^ 
t(ind\ and b^rd Duty we had here. 
* Yefterday Morning (the Enemy havingmarch- 
ed from Pre/fon the Night befoi^ about Eleven 
or Twelve o'CIockJ we lay within t^fo or 
three Miles of-them,' v^here we expcdfaid thofe 
Supplies of Forces which came not; and fome of 
dur Intelligence informing us the Enemy were 
funning away towards their Army with whit they 
Jtad gotten, we purfued them-hither, (tvit^ feme 
Confidence that that Intelligence was true ^ and* 
< * we 
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* we believed it the rather, becaufe of fome Dif- inter-rcfnumk 

* couragement we put upon them the D^iy before $ '^5*« 

' but upon our Approach hither we found it other- ^'IP''^^ 
' wife, for they were bending their Courfe towards "^ 

* Manchejler^ where they had not only very great 

* Hopes of furprizing my Lord-Gcnerars Regi- 
' ment of Foot, but alfo great Affurancc of the Af* 
' fiftance of 500 Men in and about that Townj 
' yet, upon the Sight of our near Approach, they 
' unexpe<Sledly put themfclves into a Pofture of 

* fighting with us, which then we endeavoured to 

* decline, in regard of the great' Advantage they 

* had by their many Foot, and Hedges, and the 
' Danger we apprehended my Lord-General's Re- 

* giment of Foot at ManchejUr to be in. 

* ' We were drawing off, thinking to have march- 

* ed in the left Flank of them thither, to have 

* gained a ConjunftionAvith our Friends, who had 

* Orders to march to me that Day towards Pref- 

* ton\ and had Thoughts to have met them in tne 

* Way, having fent feveral Meflengers to let theni 

* know both the Enemy's and our Motion ; but the 

* Enemy perceiving us to draw off, quickly advan- 

* ced upon us with their Horfe and Foot; which 
*. we perceiving, and that we could not go off fafely 

* enough 9 we fell to difpute with them, which 
^ iafted almoft an Hour; our Horfe not being able 

* to do any Service but in Lanes, and they over- 

* powering us much in Foot, made the Buunefs fo 

* very dilHcult, that we hardly knew whofe the 

* Day would be for fo long ; but therein was the 

* Salvation of God the more fcen, and the greater 
' Opportunity we had to deftroy them : I defire that 

* he may have the Praife.and ulory of that happy 

* Succefs he was pleafed to give unto us, his poor 

* Creatures. 

* Having given you this Narrative In general, 

* which I thought it my Duty to do, this inclofed 

* Lift will inform you further of the Particulars. 

• The Country now begins to bring in Prifoners, 

* aodto (hew themfclves to me, though before but 

* » few appeared. The Enemy's Word was Jefuy 

Q X * and 
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* and thcjr Signal White about their Arm ; our 

* Word was Providence y and Signal Green. * 

' I deflre the Lord would teach us to walk in fome 
•^ Way anfwerable to thofe manifold and gracious 

* Difpenfations he daily gives us Experitocc of^ 

* and nianifefls his Lore unto us in, that his Name 

* may l)c magnified in all we do, in our feveral 

* Places and Stations : This great Mercy to us 

* here, I hope, is the Eameft of his further Ten- 

* dernefs to the great Concernitients of all good 

* People in this Nation, which is the hearty Defire 

^^^ Tour faithful and 

moft bumble Servant to my Power j 

ROB. LILBURNE. 

P. 5. ' This Bearer was all the while in the En* 

* gagement, and is able to give you a further Re« 

* lation. 

^ * I have not loft an Officer in this Engagement 

* but one Corporal, and not above 10 Soldiers flain^ 
^ but very many wounded. » 

Prifoners taken atVfigzn. Colonels, Throcimor- 
tony Leggy RobinfoHy BayneSy Gerrardy and the Ad- 
jutant - General ; Lieutenant - Colonels, Rigby^ 
BayneSyGalliardyTJiAConftable-y yiz]oxGower\ four 
Captains; two Lieutenants; oneQuarter-Mafter j 
SO Gentlemen and Reformadoes ; 400 private Pri- 
foners ; all their Baggage and Sumpters, Arms and 
Ammunition; the hordDerby^s three Cloaks witi 
Stars, his George, Garter, and other Robes. 

Slainy and deadfmce they were taken. The Lord 
Widdrington\ Major- General SxtThomasTUdfleyi 
Ccflond Matthew Boynton ; Majors, Che/ier and 
Trollop 'y and divers others of Quality, whofe Names 
«rc not yet brought in, befides 60 private Men. - 

. Inclofed in the foregoing was a Letter frbih 
Col. Lilburne to the Lord-General Cromwelhy but 
as it is much to t|be fame Purpofe, we paft h 

In 
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In confequ^nce of al] thefe great Succefies, the inter-regBunik 
Houfe ordered Thanks to be given to Almighty 'j^ll 
Qod, the next Lord's Day ; and that the refpec- ^[^^^Jp^ 
tive Miniilers ihould, at the fame Time, beg the 
Divine Bkffing upon the Parliament's Army now 
ready to engage with the Enemy ; and that the 
Lord Mayor of Londm do take Care to give them 
Notice accordingly. 

In the Midft of all thb Hurry of Affairs an 
A& was paiTed for continuing the Aflfeffinent of 
120,000/. per Menfenty for three Months longer. The Afleirmeftt 
from the 29th of September enfuing. And a Letter ©f iao,ooo Lper 
was ordered to be fent to the Commiffioncrs for^^^^^^"^^ 
this Affeffment, to inforce the Collediion thereof 
in the refpedlive Counties of this Commonwealth, 
which was as fbUows : 

^ Gentlemen^ 

* #TpiH E Parliament have, by their A<9: herewith ^ ^e^^^ f^^^ 
* , X ^^^^ 7^^) continued the Afleffinents of the Speaker to 
f 120,000/. a Month for three Months from theinfo^c the Col- 
« 29th of September next j and ordered that the feme ^*^*^" ^"^^ 
^ beatonceaflefled,and the Collection t^hereoffodif- 

* pofed and efledually profecuted, that one Moiety, 

* at the leaft, may htf paid into the Treafury, on 

* or before the 20th of OSiober next 5 ^d thetJth^r 

* Moiety on or before the ift oi December next. 

* And in regard the pundual Obfervance of their 

* Order therein, ifo as timely Provifions may be 

* made for .the Forces that are now by the Scots . 

* Incurilon drawn together, and ftraitened in their 

* Quarters, and for other emergent Occafions, is 

* of that Importance that the Safety of the whoJe 

* Commonwealth very much depends thereupon, 

* they have commanded me to recommend to you, . 

* who are chiefly concerned, in refpe£l of your 

* Truft, in the Management of this Work, .the 

* Neceffity for the Improvement of your utmoft 
' Endeavours therein. I fhall not need to prefs 

* you, with any Arguments, the public Peace and 

* otfety of this Commonwealth being io highly 
^ concerned, and at this Seafon requiring a more 

« than 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4? ^^^ Panliamentary History 

JotBT-regoum. f, than ordinary Care an4 Diligence: tVheri^nQt 
^j!^ ^doubting, 1 reft .... 
Sppteinbcr. Tour loving Frhnd^ 

. |V. LENTHALI,. 

Abput this Time, th^ King publifbcd another 

Declaration, intitled, His Majejlys f^coud Decla- 

ratiQriy fet forth upon hia Arrival at JVcrceJierc' 

TJiis was alfo read injhe Houfe, and buf'nt.a fe\v 

- , Pays .ajEiter by the .common Hangman. . 

' The only A£l paflcd this Month worth our No- 

An Aa for re- *'^^^* beftde^ thofe alreaJfly fn,entioi)ed, wa« for the 

jiucing public lowering, of the Common Intereft <^f Mon^y froia 

li^tcrcft, . * fi to d per. Pent. The Preamble to this Aainforms 

us, that the Reafon for paffing it M(as, That Lan4 

was lately fallen greatly in its V alue. Probably 

this was in fome Meafure owing to'the bringing 
the Revenues of 6iQiops,,Deaos and Chap(fr^ and 
Delinquents Eftates, to public Sale. 

September • This Month ,begins with a Series of 
Letters from the Army, communicated to the 
Houfe by the Council of .State, from whence the 
.N^ws of a general Engagement. \va$ dfily ex* 
. pe6ted. The two. following are ^h^ ^pft mate- 
rial. . " . 
« 

A Letter froni Lieutenant- Ceftpr^ Fleetwoods 

VptoTiy Aug, :i9, ;65|, Three \n 

My Lordy the Jfternoon^ 

tetters intima. « XTEfterday Majo^"- General Lambert^ with .a • 

lioS o? f Sal ' 1 Rpgin^ept of Horfe from us, three Troops 

f ngagcmtnt. ' ot Dragoons, and fome Horfe from the Army, 

f marched up to fee thePafs here ; an<} finding a ve- 

»< ry flender Guard uppn it, ordered foqie few Dra- 

* goons to poflefs the Church that commands the 
< Pafs; which they accordingly did without any 

* confiderable Oppofition.. 

< Major-General Ma£iy was here, and cora- 

Vpianded in Chief; he had not above 500 Horfe, 

' . * bcT 
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^ befides fome few Dragoons, \tith him'; and tho' rntfir-regnuin, 

* the Number of ours were Vtry inconfiderable to *^5>' 

* JldaJ/iy'sy yet the Lord gave them not Hearts to '"-""v-^ 

* make any great Refiftahce^ but ran away. ' ^^^^ * 

* We kiird fome few of their Horfes and Men, 
^ Majfey \i\mk\i wounded in his Hand. This 

* Mercy which we have got, without the leaflDrop 
'of Blood, is great; the Lord, I truft, will dixeft 
^ us to a right Improvement thereof. That which 

* we thought would have been a Work of mtich 

* Difficulty and Time, in gaining a Pafs, the Lord 
^ hath been pleafed to make eafy : As foon as our 

* Men had gained the Paft, Major- General Lam' 

* bert fent to me for fome Foot to make it good ; 
^ and accordingly I mounted about 300 behind our 
'? Horfe, and ordered the Foot to march after us 
' with what Speed they could, which they did with 

* fo much Chearfulnefs, that they were foon after 
' us at this Town, where we now are, both Horfe 
f and Foot, in Town and Fields. 

* We underftand, by a Prifoner we took this 

* Morning, that the Scots Army lye encamp'd a Mile 

* on this Side Worcefler, We expefted this Morn- 

* ing their Advance towards us, and accordingly 
? did prepare ourfelves, by the Lord's Bleffing up- 

* on bur Endeavours, to make our Refiftance ; but 

* they came not near us, only with their Horfc- 

* Guard fqur or five Miles ofF us, which, upon the 
^ Apfiroach of a Party of ours, they fent back to 
f Worc^fter. We underftand by the fame Party, 
^ that my Lord-General is playing againft Wor- 
f cejier with his Great Guns. 

* It is a Mercy exceedingly' to be admired, that 
^ there is fo great % R^ftfaint upon People's Hearts, 
^ that few Englijh appear againft that righteous 
' Caufe we engage in ; but the Lord is our Strength, 
^ ahd,that we may riidre and more make our whole 
f Dependency upon hirii, is the Prayer of 

X^wr moji faithful and humble Servant, 

CHA. FLEETWOOD. 

Another 
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Another, dated Ghucejhr^ Auguft 30, 1651. 

SIX, 

ON Tbuffday Morning laft the Lord-General 
Crpmwill came More ^crc^/itty having 
about 17,000 Horfe and Foot, with Major-Ge- 
neral LambiTt and Major-General Harrifon, He 
lies at prefent upon the South- Weft Side of fFor- 
cefttr^ and is not, as yet, extended to the North 
Side. 

* Upon Thurfday Night the Enemy faUisd out, 
but were beaten in without Lois of one Man of 
our Army, only one wounded, three of the Ene- 
my being flatn, and five Hories taken. 

' Upon Friday Night, between One and Two 
o'clock, the Enemy made a very defpcrate Sally 
^out of Sidbury-Gate^ with 1500 Horfe and Foor, 
or thereabouts, with an Intent to .fet upon an 
Houfe wherein our Army had fet 2^oMu(fcet«ers, 
being about a Mile oiF the Citjs upon the Road 
towards (r/»»rf^^, South-Eaftol' the Rivers diey 
came within lefe than eigfatScore Yards of the faia 
Houfe, but the Officers and Soldiers being ready, 
and the Army having taken the Alarm, prevented 
the Defign, beat them back into the City, with 
the Lofs of one Man, being a private Soldier. 

* And there were found dead this Morning, be- 
hig Sattfrday^ of their Men upon the Highway, 
eleven, amon^ whom was an eminent Man, a^ 
it is thought by his Habit : Three more oi the 
Enemy km their Way, and came within the Body 
of our Foot, whom they prefently flew. The 
Enemy within the City are making their Works 
very ftrong, and are this Day upon the Mourit 
lying near the River, on the South-Eaft of the 
City. 

< Over Severn, upon the Weft Side of the City, 
lies all the Arquy of the Enemy Contra3ed within 
two Miles of the City, to my beft Intelligence; 
but all vifible to our Army, except only fmadl 
Parties that are out to fetch in Provifions; and 
in the Night they fend into the City 3 or 4000 

^o£ 
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' of their Horfe, which they coaftintl)' draw out intflr.petaiiiifc 

* in the Day. They (hoot all Day exceffivdy at *^5«« 

* our Horfe and Foot, as if they feared never to ^T^y^^ 

* irant Po>vder or Bullets. a«P«iMcr. 

* The Lord Greyy Lieutenant-General TUiV- 
%voody and Major-General Dejborpugh^ came to 

* Upton Bridge. upon 5n^ar/^<7y Afternoon^ got the 

* Pafs, and pofiefled themfelves of Upton Church 

* on the other Side the River, without the Loft of 

* one Man ; kill'd two of the Enemy, kill'd Afe/- 

* ffy*s VL<itk uwdc^im, took his own Senirant^ who 

* is (ince dead, who confeiied his Mafter was en- n 
^ gaged,, and that it was his Mafter's Hmfe that 

^ lay dead in the Street, and that a Highlander lent 

^ him his Horfe to make his Efcap^. 

' « Our Army ztUpton Bridge are between lO and 

* ii,ooo, at /;^r^f^^^r aholSt 18,000, bcfides 3000 

* that are within one Day's March. All the Com* 
manders in Chief of our Army are in good 

* Health, and very a^ve. Maffey himfidf is 
wounded in the KIght Arm, and fome fay in the 

* Thigh. too. He was led into Warctfttr between 

* two onHorfeback on ekher Side of him ; he looked 

* very pale'; ^fome finds report hem dead^ but that 
^ is not believed.' 

TbeLor<l^Gomnuffioner£i^rQported4 from the 
Council of State, a traitcrous zxi^ feditious Paper, ^^^°{J^^^ 
intitled. By the King^s Moft ExceHtnt Maje/iyi « ordered to be 
General Summons to the Kingdom t^ rife for the King burnt. 
and Laws'y and alfe an K&. prohibitit^the keeping 
and publiflung the faid- Paper, or any other fuch 
traiferous and fedttious Papers ; and requiring aH 
Perfons to bring in €ut fame to the Council of State, 
in o>rder to their being burnt by the common Hang- 
man ; which was read a firft and fecond Time, and 
committed. 

But ^ere was no great Occafion for all this Pre^ 
caution: For, 

On the 5th of this Month, the Houfe receiv'd di^- 
vcrs Letters of the Defeat ctf the Scots Army neat 

fVoT' 
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Inter^regamii. f/^grcfjler, two Days before : That from the Lord- 
"5'* General himfelf will be fufficlcnt in diis Place. 



Ccn. Cromwell* I 
Account of his i 
fOttting the Scott 
Atmj at Worco" 



For the Right Hon. William Eenthall, Efy\ 
Speaker 'of the Parliament of the CommomveaitB 
of England. 

Near WorceJIerj Sept. 3, 165 1, 
S IRy Ten at Night. 

BElng fo weary, and fcarce able to write, yet 
I thought it my Daty to let you know thus 
much, that upon tliis Day, bting the Third of 
September^ (remarkable for a Mercy vouchfafed 
to your Forces on this Day Twdve-month in 
Scotland) we built a Bridge of Boats over Severn j 
between it and Tome^ about half a Mile fron> 
Worceflrr^ and another over TJarwr within Piftol-* 
(hot, of our other Bridge: Lteutenant-Genersil 
Fleetwood and Major-General 'Dean marched 
from Upton y on the South- Weft Sideof Jrt»/nf, up 
to Powicky 2L Town which was a Pafe the Enemy 
kept. We polled over fome Horfe and Foot^ 
and were in Conjan6Hon with the Lieutenant'^ 
General's Forces. We besrt the Enenyy fr«m 
Hedge to Hedge, till we heat him into Worctfier : 
The Enemy then drew all his Forces on the other 
Side the Town, all but whatTie 16ft, and made a 
very confiderable Fight with us for Three Hours 
Space; but in the End we beat him totally, and 
purfued him up to his Royal Fort, which we 
took, and indeed have beaten his whole Army. 
When we took the Fort we turned* hii own Guns 
upon htm. The Enemy hath had great Lofs, 
and certainly is fc'attered and run feveral Ways. 
Wc are in purfuit of him, and have laid Forces in 
fevcfral Places, that we hope will gather him np- 
Indeed this hathxbeen a very glorious Mercy, and 
as ftiff a Conteft for four or five Hours as ever 
I have feen ; both your old Forces and tliofe new 
raifed, have behaved thcmfelves with very great 
Courage, and he that iv.ade them come out, made 
them willing to fight jbr you; The Lm-.d God Al- 

* n'jighty 
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* mighty frame our Hearts to real Thankfiilncfs Intcr-regnom. 

* for this which is alone his own doing. I hope I 

* (hall, within a Day or two, give you a more per- 

* fe<9: Account. In the mean Time I hope you will 

* pardon. 

Tour moji bumble Servant , 

O. CROMW£LL- 

For this moft remarkable Inftance of Succefsr 
the Parliament ocdered a Thanksgiving to Al-' 
mighty God the. next Lord's Day, till another 
could be appointed) to be obferved throughout the' 
Nation. 

Sept. 6* . Major Cobbtt^ who was fent by thq Ge^ 
aeral itoa^fiforcejiery gave the Houfe a farther Ac*' 
count of the Battle near that City : He alto pro- 
duced aCoilar of 88^ which was the King of 
J^A^i;, frndihU Q^t^r^ which the faid Officer took* 
in the King's (garters at Worc€fter\ auid preiented^ 
a.'^cmd Beucer from the Lor4-Geperal .to tlie 
Speaker^ whicb wi^ in bae Verba : ^ 

S /^, ', TForceJlery Sept. 4, 1 651. 

* T Afl|,.i>ot abl^ yet. totgive you 4ur ex«£l; Ac- 

* X <^ount of the. great Things the Lord hath 

* wro^h^ for this .CoQ^monwealtb, and for bis 

< People^ and.yf t X affi unwilling to be filent; but, 
^<a(;cording to my Duty* fhall reprefent it to you 

< as it comes, toilavd \, This Battle w>a^ foujoht 
' with various Sifcqefs for fome Hours, but ftill 
^ hopeful onyour P?r(t ; and in the £i:ui became an 
' abfolute Victory, and fo full a one as proved 

< a t^al Defeat ais^ R^in.of the Enemy's Army^ 
^ a Pofleflion of .the To^wn, (pur Men entering :at 

* the Enemies Heels, an^l fighting with thpm in 
' the Streets with very great Courage) and of all 
' their Bag^ge ^ iWtillery. What the Slain 

' aire 

. « This and the foregoing Letter from Cromwell are taken from, 
the original Edition, printed by John Field, by Order of the HbWfe. 
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X9(er.t¥f^iimii* < are'I cap giVie yoM w> Account, becaufe we 

^ ^^^ ^iuve iiQ^ taken ^ C3ca£l View^ bi^t tb^ arc very 

feumb^ ' * ^^'^^^^ ?t^J^^^ nceidft be fo, becaufe the Dif- 

'- cpiitewasr long and very near at. Hand, and often 

- * at Pudi of Pike, and from one Defence to aii^ 

* other, 

* Th^'care abcMit fror yoooPrifoners taken here, 
*' and many Officers and Noblemen of very great 
« QudliyilJkJkdofJiamiltett, the Earl of Rotbes^ 
^ and divers other Noblemen ; i hear the Earl of 
^ Laudtrinle\:maTSf Officers oi great Quality, and 

* £toieithatwi|t he fit Sttbjefl»-<rf your Juflice. 

f We barcijbiit very ooc^derable Parties after 
^.the.%iiig £nemy ; I hear th^y have taken con* 
f fiderable Numbers of Prifoners, and are very 

* clofe in the Purfuit : Indeed, I hear, the Coun- 
^ tiiy rifetb upon tbem every where, and I believe 

* the Forces that lye, through Providence, at £na</« 
<• by^ and vkShrppfiirg and Staffisr^rt^ and tfaofe 
^ with Colonel Lilkurn^ u^ere- ina Conditaon, a& 

* if this had beds forefeen^ to intercept what ihcttld 
*: return, i .. 

. fi A^morcpartiouiar Adcount than this wUl be 

< prepared for yoa as we ase abk. I heard xkaey, 

* had not many more th^n looo Horfe i|i .their 
'^ Body that -Aed; I believe you have near 4000 
^-Forces^Itwvifig and interpbfing betweenthenx 

* and HomJ. 

4 Their Army was about 1 6,000 llrong^ and 
^ fought oufs- i>nWorce/t4r -Side d Siveru atmoft 

* with their Wh<J€,whilft,we had engaged haif our 

* Army<mtheother«Sid€ but with Parties ctf theirs. 

< Indeed it was a ftiff Buiinefs, yet I do not Jthink 
\ we have lott aoo Men. Your n*w-r&ife!4Faroes 
^ did perform fingular.good Service, for which 

* they deserve a very high Eftimation and Actattow- 
^Icdgenwnt, as alfo for their WSlingnefe there- 
^ unto^ ibrarmui:h as the famehath added ionHich 

* to the Reputation of your Affairs ; they ar« alt 
^^difpatched -home a^in, whieh^ I hqp^ -will be' 

* much for theEafe and Satisfaftion of the^Coun- 

* try^ T^lhich is a great Fruit of thcfc Succefles. 

'The 
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^ The Dimenfions of this Mercy are above my lottr*^ 

* Thoughts, it is, for ought I know, a crowning 'j^ 

* Mercy 5 furely if it be not, fuch a one we fliali s^p^^Jji^ 

* have, if this provoke thofe that are concerned 

* in it to Thankfulnefs, an4 the Parliament to do 

< the Will of him who hath done his Will for it 

* and for the Nation, whofe good Pleafure it is t9 

< eftabliih the Nation and the Change of the Go« 

* vernment, by making the People fo willing to 

* the Defence thereof, and fo figoally to bleis thi^ 
*' Endeavours of your Servants in this late grea( 
^ Work. I am bold humbly cq beg, thaf: aU 
^ ^Thoughts may tend to the promoting (^ faia 
^ Honour, who hath wrought fo great Sidvatioa ; 
^ and that the Fatnefs of thefe Gontinued Mercie$ 
^ may not occafion Pride and Wantonnefs, as for* 

* merly the like hath done tf> a chofen Nation ; 

* but that the Fear of the Lord, even for bis Mer«- 
^ cies, may keep an Authority and a People &> pro*- 
f fpered and bleiTed, and witnefled unto, humble 
^ and faithful -, and that Juftice and Righteoufnefs^ 

* Mercy and Truth, may flow from you as a 

< thankful Return to our gracious God ; this Ihall 

* be the Prayer of, 
, ^ SIR, 

Your mo/I humble and 

ohidiint Servant^ 

O, CROMWELL. 



c 



PIS. * Your Officers behaved themfelvc^. 
with much Honour in this Service, and the Per- 

* fon who is the Bearer hereof was equal in di^ 

* Performance of his Duty to moft that fervcd yoij 

* that Day. 

After reading this Letter the Houfe appointed 
the fecond of O^ober enfuing to hp kept as a Day 
ef Thankfglving throughout Englandy Irtlandy and 
even Scotland too. Thty likcwife refolvcd to dine 
together, otv that Day^ after Sermon^ at the Ban* 

quetinj- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 The PaHiamentary HistaRV 

Inter. repnam. queting-Houle m Jf^itehall I and the Councif of' 

J^S * • State were ordered to provide aPinner accordingly *t 

V""*y*^ The Hotfie went ftill further in this Thankfgiving 

p em r. ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ before, by ordering in ari 

For which the Aift not cnljr to fet apart the (aid Day, but alfo to 
Houfe appoint a appoint an annual Commemoration of this Viftory 
SJL°^ '^^*"^^"wi the third of Septernher, for Time to come. A 
^ Deputation, confifting of two Commiflioners of the 

Gr^at Seal, Mr. Lijk &nd Mr. ff^hitlockt, with the 
Lord Chief Jufticc St. John and Sir Gilbert Ptck- 
ering^ were appointed to go and compliment -thd 
General on this Occafion ; and it was referred to 
a Committee to confider of fomewhar to be done 
And fend a De- ^y the Parliament, as a Teftimony of their thank- 
pHmem him**(^'*^"' Acceptance of the great and faithful Services 
his great viaory. performed by the Lord-General. In the ineaii 
Tkne, Apartments were ordered to be fitted up 
for him in Hampton- Court ; and the Council of 
"State were impower'd to give fuch reafonable Gra- 
tuities as they {hould think proper to the Perfons 
who gave Intelligence to the Parliament's Forces 
of the Ehemy's Tranfaftions at /S^(5rf^/?^r. 

Sept. 9. This Day the Commiffionefs appoirited 
to wait upon the General, being ready to fet out, - 
the Houfe delivered to ihem the following Inftruc- 
tions : 

September 9, 1651. 

* 'VT'O U are,Jn the Name of the Parliament, t9 

* JL congratulate his Lordfhip's good Reco- 
.* very of Health, after his dangerous Sicknefs 5 and 

* to take Notice of his unwearied Labours and 

* Pains in tfie late Expedition into Scotland^ for the 

* Service of this Commonwealth \ of his Diligence 

* in Profeciitionf of the Enemy, when. he fled intQ 

* England I of the great Hardlhips and Hazards lie 

« hath 

f The Thankfgiving-Day was afterwards poftponed to the 24th^ 
for which this Reafon was afligned, That otherwifc there cottld n(/C 
ht ^otice timely enoufth for all the Three Nations to obferve it om 
the fame Oay. The Order for appointing a Dinrter for the Parlia» 

mcnt- was alfo afterwards revoked. We have frequent Inftance<^ 

"about this Time, .of Refohitions paflad one Month being fet afide ^» 
*««xt^ . 
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^ hath expofed bimfelf to, aifd particularly at thfe inter^itgnim^ 

* Jate Pight at Wiircefter\ of the prudent and* '^ 5^* 

* faithful managing and condudling throughout this ^^TJJ^^ 

* great and impartial Affair, which the Lord from 

* Heaven hath fo iignally Ulefs'd, and crowned 
^ with fo compjeat and glorious an Ifllte. Of all 
^* which, you are to make known to his Lordihip, 

* the Parliament have thought fit, by you, to ccr- 

* tify their good Acceptance and great Satisfa(£lion 

* therein : And for the fame you are to return,, in 

* the Name of the Parliament and Commonwealth 
S of England^ their moft hearty Thanks : As alfo 

* to the reft of the Officers and Soldiers^ for their 

* great and gallant Services done to this Common- ^ 

* wealth. ^ ' 

* You arc likewife to let his Lordfliip know that 

* fince, by the great Bleffing of God upon his Lord- 

* Ihip's and the Army's Endeavours, tbe Enemy is 
^ fo toully defeated, and the State of Affairs, as 

* well \n England as Scot land ^ fuch, as may very 

* weH difpenfe with his Lordfliip's Continuance in 

* the Field j they do defire his Lordihip, for the 

* better Settlement of his Health, to take fuch Reft 

* and Repofe as he Ihall find moft requifite and 

* conducing thereunto*: And for that Purpofe to 

* make his Repair to, and Refidence at or with-* 

* in, feme few Miles of this Place, whereby al- 

* fo the Parliament may have the Affiftance of 

* his Prefence, in the great and important Conful- 

* tations for the further Settlement of this Com'- 

* monwealth, which they are now upoft^* 

Mr. Whitlocke gives us the following Refult of 
riiis Embafly : * That they met the General near 
Afltfimryy delivered their Meflage, and he receiv'd 
them with all Kindnefe and Xefped : That hb 
ga^ each'4)f them a Uorfe and two Scots Priibners^ 
as a Token of his thankful Reception of tbe Par- 
liament's Regard in fending them to meet and con-^ 
gratiilate him*' A Journalijt « of thefe Times 

Vol. XX. . D adds, 

K NcMvtlUs OrdinairH di Londws, pttbUAe^, in Frfntkf^y Au^' 
thofftj of the CouttcU cf State/ No, 64, 
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Interregnum, adds, * That Gromwell was met, at ASforij by the 

*^5*' Speaker, the Lord Prefident flrfl^ijw, many Mem- 

^"feCb*^ bersof Parliament and the Council of State, with the 

^^ "* Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of London : 

That he enter'd the City in a Coach of State, and 

was receiv'd with all poffible Acclamations of Joy.' 

* All which, fays Mr. Ludlow^ tended not a little to 

heighten the Spirit of this haughty Gentleman.' 

Rewards voted. The Englijh Army in Scotland^ which Cromwell 
by Parliament, had left behind him, under the Command of Ma- 
J^;?;*^^^^" ^jor-General L^m^^^^ Lieutenant-G^ 

Commiflary-General IVhalley^ Colonel Okey^ and 
Colonel Alured^ had made great Conquefts in that* 
• Kingdom ; whereupon the Houfe, on the 9th of 
this Month, ordered'Lands of Inheritance, to the 
Value of 1000/. perAnnuniy to be fettled on Lam-- 
hert \ 500 /. on Moncki and Whalley ; 300 /. on 
Okey ; and 200 /. on Aluredy for their great and 
eminent Services to the Commonwealth. Some 
Time after they voted Lands of 1000/. per An^ 
num to Lord Grey of Groby\ 500/. to Commiffary- 
General iJ^^Wij ; 100/. to Major Cobbety who 
brought up the King's Collar of SS and Garter ; 
and 100 /• to Colonel Joyce^ who feiz'd upon his 
]ate Majefty's Perfon at Holdenby. 

And to mew the Scots Nation that the Englijh 
were refolved to keep what they had conquered in- 
t^at Kingdom, the Houfe ordered a Bill to be 
brought in. For ajjirting the Right of England to 
fo much of Scotland as is now vender the Power of 
' their Forces^ and to fettle it under the Government 

* of this Commonwealth. 

Sept. 10. Th^ following Proclamation was if- 

fuecl out For the Difcovery and Apprehending of 

.. Charles Stuart, and othel Traitors^ his Adherents^ 

and Abettors. 

A PrQclamaticm« "T T THercas Charles Stuart^ Son to the late 
trTft^f;;.^' VV tyrant, with divers of the Englijh and 
bending the * iSf^f. .Nation, havc lately, in a traiterous and ho- 

King's Perfon. < ftile 
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* ftile Manner, with an Army, invaded this Na- intcr-regnutt, 

* tion ; which, by the Blefling of God upon the 1651. 

* Forces of this Common wealth, have been defeat- ^--^v— ^ 

* ed, and many of the chief A6tors therein flain and S«F*"^*»"* 

* taken Prifoiifers j but the faid Charles Stuart hath 

* efcaped: 

* For the fpeedy apprehending of fuch a mali- 

* cious and dangerous Traitor to the Peace of this 

* Commonwealth, the Parliament doth ftricSly 

* charge and command all Officers, as well Civil 

* as Military, and all other the good People of thii 

* Nation, that they make diligent Search and In- 

* quiry for the faid Gharles Stuart^ and his Abet- 

* tors and Adherents in this Invafion, and ufe their 
' beft Endeavours for the IJifcovery and Arreftin^ 

* the Bodies of them and every of them ; and, bc- 

* ing apprehended, to bring, or caufe to be brought^ 

« forthwith^ and without Delay, in fafe Cuftody, • 

* before the Parliament or Council of State, to be 

* proceeded with and ordered as Juftice fhall re- 

* quire. 

* And if any Perfon (hall, knowingly, conceal 

* rfie faid Charles Stuart^ or any of his Abettors or 

* Adherents^ or (hall not reveal the Places of their 

* Abode or Being, if it be in their Power fo to do, 

* the Parliament doth declare that they will hold 

* them as Partakers and Abettors of their traiter- 

* ous wicked Praftlces and Defigns. 

^ And the Parliament do^ further pubiifh and 

* declare^ That whofoevcr ihall apprehend the 

* Perfon of the faid Charles Stuart^ and (hallbring, 

* or caufe him to be brought, to the Parliament ot 

* Council of State, fhall have given and beftowed 

* on him or them^ as a Reward for fuch Service^ 

* the Sum of 1000/. 

' And all Officers, Civil and Military,^ are re- 
' quired to be aiding and aflilling unto fuch Per fon 

* and Perfons therein. 

Given at Weftminilcr this iQth ^September, 

^ ^^HENRY SCOBELL, Cler.ParL 
D 2 The 
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September. 
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The fame Day it was referred to the Council of 
State to Qonfider of fuch Prifoneis, as well E^glijb 
as Scots^ as were fit to be made Jixaniples of pub- 
lic Juftice \ and to give fuch Direiftion for fecuring 
and difpoGng of the reft, as might be moft for the 
Safety of the Nation. An A6t for continuing the 
High Court of Juftice to the laft Day of Duiwber 
next, .was alfo ordered in immediately. 

The Parliament having already rewarded iote^ 
of th^ir Officers in the &coU Wars, they now 
thought proper to regard the4r Commander in 
Chief. Accordingly, on the jxth of this Month, 
^hey refolv'd that Lands of Inheritance, to the 
y^early Value of 4000 /. bdonging to the Statie, 
[befides 2500 Lur Ann. formerly granted] be fet- 
tled upon the Lord-General Crofpw^Il *^ikd his 
Heirs, a$ a Mark of Favour from the Parliament^ 
for bis great and enainent S^vices to the Common* 
wealth. Likewife ZQOO I, yearly Rent, was or- 
dered to be fettled on Henry Ireton^ Efq; X^ord- 
Deputy of Irehndy CromweW^ Son-in-Law. Mr. 
Ludlow writes, ^ That when the, News pf this 
Grant ws^s brought over to InUny it was fo un- 
acceptable to him, that h^ faid^ ^ The Parliament 

* bad -many juft Pebis, which be defired they 

* would pay before they made any foch Prefent^ j 
^ that he had no Need of their Land, and therefore 

* would nojt hav€ it \ and that he fhould be n^iore 

* coOjEeated to fee them doing the Service of the 

* Natiw, tb;*|) (biiberaJ ii^difppfuig of the Public 
^ Treafwe.. * 

TJi<? fei^ Day, S^pt. i j, a Letter from Major* 
General Harrifon^ to the Speaker^ was read : 



Several Letters ^ 
relating to the << 
Purfuit of the 
Scots Amy after 
the Battle of 
Wofceftcr, &c» 



i IR ^^&^^> V^ ^^ </^*^ 7'* Month. 

I Make no Queftion but you have had a large 
Amount, from my Lord General, of the Mer- 
cy at Worcefter^ Mjhjch was very eminent, and as 

*a 

h Mentoirt, VoJ. It p. S?**- 
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* a Crawn to aJl the Lord vouchfafed us formerly, rnter-wgnum. 

* The BaMe being turned by our Grod, it pleafed '^S^* 

* his Excellency to appoint me the Purfuit ; and VT^CT^ 
^ , . i. / . V. rr.- T • 1 . September. 

* having a httle breathing Time, 1 judge it my 

* Duty to give you the beft Account I can of the 

* Lord's Goodnefs to us therein, which I have 

* duly difjfwtched to his Excellency by Letter, or 

* fome Officer, as I could for Time. 

* And I conceive he hath tranfmitted to you all, 

* that is yet come to him, confiderable : And 

* therefore I ftifall not trouble you much \wth the 

* Paflkgcs of the Evening and Night of the third 

* Inffant, and the Day following, wherein were 

< taken and flaia in the Purfuit (and fo difperfed 

* that the Country might bring them in) at leaft 

* 2000 Horfe and Foot, according to our beft Guefs ; 

* and amongft them t^e Earls ofDerby\ Cleveland^ 

* Lattdirdaky and other confiderable Officer;?. 

* On the fifth- Day of the Month we had Intef- 
« ligence that the Enemy divided and took three 

* Ways, and accordingly I divided the Forces with 

* me. Appbintins* Colonel Sanders^^ with his Re- 

* gimcm, to the Purfuit of thofe that might take 

* through jE)ifr/[X/&»V^ and Yorkjhire\ Colonel 5/««- 

* del^ and. Colonel Bartan^ with 800 Horfe, and 

* four or five Troops of Dragoons, to Mdnchefter 

* ward; and fourteen Troops of Horfe to War- 

* rington ; and fo onward on that Hand with whom 

* I kept : Giving the Colonels Dire^ions '(and 
« taking the fame Coorfe alfo n^yfelf) to keep out 

* conunanded Parties of the aWeft Horfe dofe after 

* the £nemy^ wWle orur Troops follow as they 

* can. 

* A. Party of the Enemyy of about 500, paflH ' 

* over into Lancajhirsy at Hollin Ferry near War-' 

< ringtmi^ (the Bri(%e being kept againit theni) of 

< wluan we had the Ptirfuil Yefterd^y ; tfrtd', be- 

* tvvseen that and Lancajter^ took about 30<yHorfe, 
^ and amongft. tbem ^^ Viicount Kenmuir afnd hk 
^ Bsothei;,. and: Colonel Hofffi^t with many- confix 
^ derable Officers. ^ 

D 3 * Thofe 
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inter-rr£ium. * Thofc that cfcapcd of this Party are fo fcattc'rcd , 

^JjJ^Jl. * that the Country People will bring them in ; 1 

Se Member * l^^v*"g before fent to the Commiffioners, that 

• ^" * the Country People might get together in their 

< feveral Divifions and Hundre(is> witli what Anns 

< they had for that Purpofe. 

^ Juft now I am informed of lOO more ^ taken 

* near Bolton Yefterday, and 60 rendered thcm- 

* felves Prifoners- to Capt. Carter andCapt. EUa- 

* fion^ of my Lord General's Regiment of Foot, 

*• The grcateft Body that is. left of the Enemy, 
^ being about icoo, Lfind is turned off fome Way 

* towards Torkjhire ; but I hope fome of the afore- 

* mentioned Parties will light on them, the Work 
^ being, through the Lord's Goodnefe to us, b well 

* over this Way. I am crofling the -Country to 

* Skipton^ to fall in with them alfo, to 60 further 

* upon the Remainder of the Enemy, as the Lord 
f (hair give Strength to our Forces, and roinifter 

* Opportunity. . 

* The commanded Party that purfued on this 
^ Road (draw^ out of Colonel Kiche*$, Colonel 
' Lilburne^Sf Colonel Barton's^ and my own Re- 

* giment) having moft of them reached Lancajier 

* the laft Night, I haften what may be towards 

* Appulby^ that they may join with what frcfli Horfe 

* the Governor oi\Carlifle can raife, and attend 

* what Providence may offer ; not knowing (tho* 
' none of the Enemy be on this Road in their Van) 

* but that fome may dribble 4own that Way : Gi- 
f ving them alfo Directions to get up to Hexham^ 

* with what Speed may be, where, poffibly, they 

* may get the Van of the Enemy, and be very 

* ufeful to encourage the Country to rife before 

* them. 

* They are, undoubtedly, at a great Lofe, and 

* we have great Reafoq to hope few or none of 
S them willefcapeoutof;&«^/^W; and, if any do, 

* I hope our Friends in Scotland (having had time- 

* Jy Notice of this Mercy) will be in a good Rca- 
^ dinefs to receive them. 

' ^The 
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« The Lord grant that the Parliament (whom he Intcr-w^num, 

* hath thus further honoui'ed, and owned in the ^ ^ 1 ^ 

* Eyes of all the World) may improve this Mercy, Scpurobcr, 

* intrufted to their Management, according to 

* the Will of God, in eftablifhing the Ways of 

* Righteoufnefs and Juftice yet more ; relieving of 

* the Opprcffed, and opening a wide Door to the 

* publifhing of the everlafting Gofpel of our only 

* Lord and Saviour, who is worthy to be loved, ho- 

* noured, exalted, and admired by all his People ; 

* and it will be fo, through the Spirit that he will 

* give them, and all his Enemies fliall be made 

* his Footftool. I commend you to his free Grace, 
*• which is exceeding abundant towards his poor 

* People 3 remaining. 

Your tnaft humble Servant^ 

T. HARRISON., 

After reading the foregoing Letter, Mr. Scotty Somt of the ca* 
from the Council of State, reported to the Houfepital Prifoncrs 
the Names of thofe Perfons they thought proper""^^"*^*^ ^ ^ 
to be made Examples of Juftice, which were thefe ; 
yames Earl of Derby , Col. Edward Majfey^ Duke 
of Hamilton^ John Earl of Lauderdale ^ the Earl of 
Cleveland^ Capt. Benbow^ Sir Timothy Feather/Ion- 
baughy alfo Thomas Licence and James Bridges ^ the 
one Mayor, and the other Sheriff, of Worcejier. 
Thefe were all ordered to b^ tried by Courts Mar- 
tial, in different Places. 

The State, at this Time, had a Regard, we find, 
to retrench their groat Expences, and eafe the Pub- 
lic fomewhat of that monflrous Tax of 1 20,doo /. 
a Month. Accordingly they had direfted. a Lift 
oi all the Garraons in Englandy and the^ feveral 
Forces in the Field, to be laid before them, in or- 
der to the difbanding Part thereof: And this Day 
the fame was brought in by thePerfons'commiffion- 
ed for that Purpote. The Particulars at large are 
cpter'd in the Journahy but are too tedious to, be 
recited. 
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jmr-rtfaasi* Sept. 12. This Day two Letters to the Speaker 

1651. were read in the Houfe ; the one from Dr. CUrkf 

1^ m ^ tmiwj relating to the Progrefs of the Parliament's Forces 

Septe^ibcr. jj^ Scotland^ and the other from Col. Bircb$^ in 

confe()uence of the late Defeat at Worctfter. 

S 1 R^ Dundee, Sept. $^ 165 1. 

* rriH C Succefs of the Englijh Forces at Dun - 

* Jl^ dee^ appears yet every Day more confi- 
^ derable ; I have fent a Lift inclofed of fuch Pri- 

♦ ^ foners of Quality as are yet difcovercd ', many of 
^ them being concealed as privatQ Soldiers. 

* There were 1500 upon the Line when we 
/ * ftor^n'd ; and now we come to bgry the Dead, 

* which is not. yet fully done> we find that there 

* were near 800 kill'd. The Spoil is like to prove 

* very great ; were you here ypu would not know 
f a private Soldier from an Officer, divers of them 

* having got gallant Apparel. Though we arc not 

* yet fettled here, yet this little wee Bit of an Ar- 
^ my will not be idle : If you (end us more Men, 

* and fome Money too for Encouragement, we 
f doubts not but, thro' God's Affiflance, we fhall 
? do much more before Winter, and get Footing 

* fix Score Miles further into the Highlands. 

< This Day a ftrong Party of Horfe was fent to 

* Montr of Sy a Port»Town about twenty- four Miles 
^ hence, by whom the Lieutenant-General hath 
^ fent a Summons, having Intelligence that the 
< Enemy were jwcparing to garrifon the Town. 

* Some Gentlemen of Quality hereabouts have 

* fent their Sybmiffions to the Power of the Parlia- 
^ ment of England^ and feem to be free both as to 
^.Contribution and Affiftance; yet we ihalt not 
^ trufl them further than wc fee tbom. I am, 

SIR, 

Tour mo/i humble Servant, 

WILLIAM CLERK. 

i, As the Names of the mod confiderable Prifonera are partico- 
lariaed in the fucceeding Narrative, the Lifts of them, mentioned 
141 cbis and the foUowing Letter, are purpofely omitted.' 

S I R» 



\ 
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- , « *T /,, ^ ^ liiter-rtpittm, 

SIR, Newcajile, Sept.C), i65i* 1651/ 

* OEveral Parties of the Enemy's Horfe flying 

* C^ ^^^ Way upon their Defeat ac IVarcefier^ the 

* Country generally rofc againft them, and brought 

* them Piifoners to the next Towns. 
. * And having Notice of many confiderable Per» 

* fons taken hereaibouts, I came hhher Yefternight; 
' and to thofe bn>ii^ht into LiverpMl have added, 

* in the inctofed Lift, fuch a$ I fotrnd there. 

* Thece arc feveral other Towns, as Warring^ 

* Uriy Prefion^ and fVigan^ where Prifoners are ; 

* and the Account of the Commanders there I 

* yet have not ; and befides them, in thefe feveral 
- ' Places, tl>ere are not'lefs than lOOO or 1200 

' common Soldiers.. 

* I think the Scots King came this Day with 
. * Lieutenant-General Leftey and Lieutenant-Ge- 

* nerzl Muidi^oX', who were taten on Blackftone-* 
S Edge, m the Moors betW^een Rochdale and Halt- 

* fax i and we believe that he cfcaped towards 

* Terkfifirt, \n fomc Difguiie« / 

* All Search is made for him here, that may be, 
^ amongft the Prifoners, but he cannot be heard 
*of. 

* Sir, I was defurous to give irou this Account, 

* which is all your prefent Trouble from 

Your mojl obliged and moft humble Servant, 
THO. BIRCHE. 

Sept. 16. This Day the Parliament's viftorious 
General, Cromwell^ appear'd in the Houfe ; when 
the Spealcef, in their Name, made an eloquent 
Oration, ^ the yournals exprefs it, to him j and 
gave him theit hearty Thanks for his great Ser- 
vices to the Commonwealth. And the fame Day 
he was moft fplendidly entertained at Merchant- 
TaylorS'Hally by the Lord Mayor. 

Upon the Return of the Gbneral, we find that 
the Bill for an equal Reprefentative in Parliament 
l^as brilkly revived j for it was, this Day, ordered 
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Inter-regnnm. to be taken into Debate the next Morning, and 
^^^ nothing to intervene. 

Scptetobcr. Accordingly, Sept. 17, it was made the SubjeS 
almoft of this whole Day ; but nothing further is 
entered about it, than that it was adjourned to Ais 
Day Se'nnight ; and then the Report to be made 
to the Houfe oif it, the firft Buiinefs. 

The fame Day the Scots Prifoners were brought 
to London^ and march'd thro' the City into Tothill^ 
Fields:^ the hotd Grandijin^ and fomc other j^'ff^* 
4ijh Officers of Quality, being dUcoverejd amongft 
them. The £arl^ of Cleviland^ Derby ^ and Lau*- 
derdaify and thQ Mayor and Sheriff c^ Worcefter^ 
were ordered by the Houfe to a fpeedy Trial. 

The Parliament alfo refolved to appoint an Hu- 
miliation to be kept in the Houfe on the 23d, to 
feek, from Almighty God, Counfel and Affiftance 
for making a right Improvement of the great Mer- 
cies he had fhcwn to this Nation, and doing thoie 
Things which might moft conduce to his Glory, 
and the Settlement and Good of the Common-' 
wealth. — ^Which was obferved on that Day, with 
the ufual Solemnity. 

A Bili rdcred ^^^ ^^^ "^^^ ^vj% were almoft wholly em- 
in, for fixing a ploy^d in debating ^he grand Point of a ne\«' Re- 
Period to the prefentative ; on the latter of which the Queflion 
preffent Pariia- \y^xvi% put. That a Bill be brought in for fetting a 
wo"h«. 'rime certain for the Sitting of this Parliament, and 

for calling a new one, with fuch fit Rules, Quali- 
fications, Proportions, and other Circumftances, 
as this Parliament fliall think fit, and fhall be for 
the Good and Safety of this Commonwealth, the 
Houfe divided J and the Yeas went forth; when 
the Lord -General and Mr. Scott y the TeUe«of 
them, brought in the Numbers 33 ; Sir fietify^^, 
Mildmay and Sir yames Harrington for the Noes^^ 
26; on which the iBill was ordered in, and a Com* 
mittee appointed for that Purpofe. 

Sept, 26. This Day an Aft For fetting apart the 
2^ib of 06lober, 165 i,/?r <7 Day of public Thankf- 

givingy 
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j^vlng^ together with a Narrative declaring the Intfer-regnuim* 
Grounds and Reafons thereof^ was read a third '^si. 

Time, paiFed, and ordered to be printed and pub- V^'^^C^ 

lifhed, as follows : '^^^^"^'^ 

* /TT^HE Works of Providence, by which the ^j, ^^ ,pp^,j„t, 
' A i-'OV^ hath ^eaded the Caufe of this Par-ing a Thankf- 




fought out by 

^ them; zn^ therefore muftnotpafs under the com-o^**»«^*"iculars 
' mon Tklc of Events and Chances of War, the'^*"''^' 
^ Lord having fo done this marvellous Work for 

* Time and Place, with a Concurrence of all other 
^ remarkable Circumftances, that it ought to be 

* had in everlafting Remembrance, both by our- 
^ felves, and by the Generations which fliall be 

* born. 

* After the Lord, the great and righteous Judge 

* of Heaven and Earthy was pleafed fo fignally to 

* bear Witnefs to the Juftic< and Neceflity of our 
^. Army's marching into Scotland, by giving Sen- 

* tence (when folemn Appeals were made unto him 

* by both Parties) on our Side, in that glorious 

* Viftory vouchfafed unto our Army, Sept. 3, 1650, 

* againft the ?iCOts near Dunbar : The fame Divine 

* Providence led on our Forces there to the gaining 

* of many Towns and Garrifon^, ^c 

* On the 22d o{ Auguji, about Noon, the Ene- 

* my, with 500 Horfe and Dragoons, enter'd JVor^^ 

* cefter, than which no Place ieemed more to an- 

* fwer all his Ends ; it being a City feated on the 

* Sivern^ within twelve Miles of five Counties, 

* near unto Gloucejler, the Foreft of Dean, and 

* South-Wales, where Majfey (who was a little be- 

* fore called off from the Earl of Derby to ferve 

* this Defign) pretended his greateft Intereft to be; ^ 
^ and, by gaining that Place, the Enemy well knew 

* he fliould be Mafter of all the Paffes upon the 

* Seventy from Shrew/bury to Gloucejler ', and (there 

* not being 100 of -the Parliament's Forces within 

f twenty Miles of hin>) he rbight lie the more fe- - 

' cure 
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loter-regoiMB. < cure for refrefliing his wearied Men, employ his 
, '^^^^ * Intereft to get what additional Strength he could 
S«rtcmb€rT' * ^^^^ ^^^ Parts, or at leaft make it a Winter 

* War J and thereby gain Time for foreign Affift- 

* ance, and better Opportunity for his Agents to 
*■ flir up Tumults in England^ and for the railing 
^ a new Army in Scotland undcf the Earl d[ Leven^ 

* (whom he had left General there for that Pur- 

* pofe) to come alfo into. England. Our Forces in 

* Worceflir being few, and finding the Place unte- 

* nabk, (though 60 only of them beat the Enemir 
' twice out of the Town, and killed and wounded 

* fomc of them) withdrew in Skfety to Gloucefi^r. 

* The General with his Forces (which on the 3d 

* of Augufl were at St. Jobnjioun^ in Scotland) up- 

* on the 28th of the fame Month, with a contimxed 

* March, except one Day's Red:, took up his Head 

* Quarters within two Miles, on^the Eaft Side, of 

* Worcefler^ being from St. Johnftoun about 300 
^ Miles, the reft of the Forces which had hitherto 

* attended the Enemy being joined with him. The 
' Lieutenant-General, with the Forces under him, 

* quartered the fame Day about feven Miles from 

* W^rcejler^ near Vptm Bridge^ of which Pa6 the 

* Enemy was poflfeiled ; and in Upton Town, on 

* the other Side the River, was Major- General 

* Majfty^ with 60 Dragoons and Tpo Horfe to fe- 

* cure it, whilft a fmall Party of ours went to view 
«^the Bridge, without Defign or Expeftation at that 
^-Time to gain the Pais ; but finding- the Bridge 

* broken d^wn by the Enemy, (one Piece of Tim- 

* ber only left, which reached from one Arch to 

* another) 20 Dragoons and difraounted Troopers 

* with Carbines, being commanded over to pofiefi 

* the Church near the Bridge, crept over the Piece 

< of Timber, and got to the Church ; whereupon 

* the Enemy took the Alarm, advanced txiwaids 

* diem, offered them Quarter, and were attempt* 
^ ing to fire the Door ; mean while lOO Dr^^ons 

* more came up, and; in like Manner, got over 

* and beat off the Enemy, whofe whole Party: was 

< now come down upon themj ia which A6tion 

• Major- 
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* Major-Genersd Majfsy had his Horfe killed under inter-regnum,. 

* him, himfelf received feveral Shots, and was i^S' 

* wounded, and forced to retreat with has Party, in ^T~^^.^ 

* Diforder, towards ^^rr£/?^r. The Lord having September. 
^ been pleafed, thus unexpectedly and happily, to 

^ give us thi^Pafs, the Lieutenant- General march* 
^ ed over, and lodg'd Part of his Forces that Night 

* at Vpton. 

* Whilft the General was on his March ftom 

* Scptland^ he fent off Col. Lilburm with his Re- 

* giment of Horfe to wait upon the Enemy's Rear ; - 

* who finding the Earl of Derby raifing Forces in 

* LancaJhWiy in his endeavouring to prevent him 
^ was forcied to engage ; where the Lord was gra« 
*' cioufly pleafed, by that Regiment of Horfe (tho' 

< harraned by a tedious March from Scotland) and 

* three Companies of Foot, to defeat the Earl of 

* Derb/s whole Forces, being 1500 Horfe and 

* Foot^ near Wigcm in Lamt^ire ; where were 

< ilain Sir Willtam Widdrington^ Major- General, 

* Sir Thomas Tildjley^ Col. Boynton^ (fbmetime 
« Governor of Scarbrough for the Parliament, 

* which PhoB he betrayed to the Enemy) and 

* Col. Trollop i and 400 ta,ken Prifoners, together 

* with Sir fPllliam Throckmorton ^ Sir Timothy Fea^ 

* thirjicnhaughj and feveral Colonels and Com- 

* manders of Quality ; the Earl of Derby ^ with 
' about 30 Horfe, efcaping, carried the News of 

* bis own Defeat to Worcejier. In which Mercy 

* the Lord was gracioufly pleafed to appear for our 

* fmall Forces, (who were engag'd upon great Dif- 

< advantages of Place and Number, beyond their 
^ Intentions) and that moil fea(bnably, in dedroy- 
^ ing that growing Army, and giving up the fame, 
« a» a Pledge of what he would yet do for his 
•People. 

* Theft; glad Tidings were followed by the News 

* from Scotland of the Surrender of Stirling-Cajilej 

* in which were mzny Thoufand Arms, 40 Pieces 
« of Ordnance, 26 Barrels of Powder, the public 

* RecQf d$ oiS^otknd^ the Sword, Cloth, and Chair 
« of Stgte. 

' Not 
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* Not long after this followed the Routing of the' 

* new Levies of thcEneniy in the Weft oi Scotland^ 

* taking the Lord Ormijion and other Prifoners ; 

* the g2i\n\ng jfn/iruther by Storm, with 15 Ships 

* in the Harbour; the furprizing the Earl of Z,^w», 

* General of their Forces in Scotland-, the EarJ of 

* Crawford and Lindfay^ Lieutenant* Geaeral ; the 

* Earl Marflial, with four Lords more, and divers 
^ Ktiights, Miniiters, and Gentlemen 6f Quality; 
« with the fcattering and difperfing 4000, which at 

< that Time were rendezvoufed at Ellit in Perth^ 

* to relieve Dundee^ then befieged by our Forces ; 

* the taking many Prifoners ztDumfriesi and dif- 

* fipating them, attempting again new Levies diipre ; 

< and the gaining Dundee itfelf by Storm, in which 

* were 40 Pieces of Ordnance, 600 of the Ene^y 

* flain, with Major- General Lumfdetiy the Gov^- 

* nor, Col. Cunningham^ late Governor of ^//r/riijf, 

* and many others of Quality; 400 taken Prifonferi; 

* great Store of Ships and other Veflels found iii 

* the Harbour j to which was added the Giving-up 

* of St. Andrew's^ Montrofs^, and Aberdeen. 

* On Saturday y Aug. 23, the Scots King witji his 

* whole Array niarched into ^^rr^^r^ and applied 

* himfelf to the fortifying thereof, and had foori 

* made up fome Works, and repaired the Royal 

* Fort on the Eaft Side of the City, and planted 

* Cannon upon it, the General being encamp'd be- 

* fore the Town. 

« On the 3d of September (being the felf-fame 

* Day of the Mpnth upon which, a Year before, 

* we obtained that memorable Vi^ory at Dunbar) 

* our Forces at Upton^ under the Command of 
' the Lieutenant- General, in purfuance 6f former 

* Councils, (theExecutibn whereof Providence had 

* delayed till this Day, without any fuch Pre-deter- 

* mination on our Part) advanced towards theEne- 

* my at IVorceJier ; but, by reafon of fome Hinder- 

* ances, reached not to Tame River (which, lying 

* on the Weft Side of the 5^t;^r«>^ empties itfelf 

* thereinto about a Mile beneath Worcefier) till be- 

* tweenTwo and Three ©'Clock in the Afternoon; 

* Boats 
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* Boats being alfo brought up at the fame TimC) inter-Y«gnutii. 
' two Bridges were made over the Rivers, The 1651. 

* £nemy» taking no Alarm till theVan of ourForces <— -v—- ^ 

* were march'd within Sight of theTown, did now September. 

* draw down his Horfe and Foot from his Leaguer 

* at St.John'sy lining all the Hedges, from their Pafs 

* SLtPowick to the River Severn^ with MuflCeteers 

* to oppofe our Advance. The General com- , 

* manded fome Forces over the Severn towards the 
Enemy, whilft others were fent over Tame to the ' 
fame Ground* The Enemy's Foot, with fome ♦ 

* Difficulty, v/cre beaten from the Hedges,' which 

* they for fome Time difputed ; and were at length 

* driven back to the Body of their Horfe and Foot, 

* which was then drawn up in tVickfield^ nc^rPow- 

* /Vi Bridge; being the fame Field wherein the late 

* King firft engaged the Forces of the Parliament, ' 

* in the fanre Month of September^ 1642, Our 

* Horfe and Foot marched up with great Refolu- 

* tion to the Enemy's Body, and came to Pu(h of 

* Pike with them ; and, through the Goodnefs of 

* God, drov« back and wholly routed them, kil- 

* ling many upon the Place, and purfuing the reft 
« to the Draw - Bridge and Gate of the City. 

* Whilft this was in Acftion, fome Horfe and Dra- 

* goons, fent to a Pafs over Tame, about two 

* Miles above Potvick Bridge, which the Enemy 

* had broken down, gained that Ford ; where our 

* Horfe paffed over, and purfued fuch of the Ene- 

* my's Horfe as coM not get into the Town, and 

* fecured that Bridge at the Weft Gate, that none 

* might efcape that Way. 

* The greateft Part of our Army was now drawn 

* over to the Weft of the Sevei^^ where it was 

* conceived the Strefs of the Battle would be ; 

* which the Enemy perceiving, and fuppofing 

* them too far engaged to get back over the Bridge 

* of Boats that Night, he poured forth at the fe- 

* vcral Gates of the City all his Horfe atjd Foot, 
^ upon that Part of our Forces left on the Eaft 

* Side of the River ; which being feafonably difco- 

* vered, our General himfelf haften^d back 16 that 

' Part 
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Inter-ftgnuin. * P*^ of the Army, which the £iieo>y prefeirtly 

1651. * charged wrth gDod Refolution ; yet, thro' the 

V-— >,^-i— ^ * good Hand of God upon that Part of the Army, 

September* c ^ft^j. ^bout two Hours fliarp Difpute, they were 

* beaten back into the Town ; and our Men paf- 
^ fing by their great Fort and Cannon^ enter'd the 

* Tw* n with th« Enemy, whilft other of owr Forces 

* ran qp and ftocm'd the Royal Fort ttfelf, and pof- 

* fe&'d tbemfelves of it, turning tbe Cannon upoi^ 

* the Enemy. 

' The Sc9ts K\m fled away ; and about 30o6r 

* Hot fe with fome Highland Foot) leaving the reft 

* in the Town, fled towards Bewdlty^ whither 

* the General fcnt the Day before 1000 Horfe 
' and Dragoons to fecure thart Pafs, who took nvore 

* Frifoners than themfelves were in Number; and 

* tnany who efcap'd them and the Horfe fent ih 

* their Purfuit, were met with by other of the Ar- 

* my and Country Forces, fo as they were gathered 

* up by Hundreds and Fifties, that very few of thofc 

* who fled from Worceftir efcapcd. 

^ Thus was our gracious God pleafed to appear 

* as The Lord of Hofts (which was our Word in 

* this and the Battle at Dunbar) with and for his 

* People, in deflroying this dcfperme and ififolent 

* Enemy, and working a glorious Sdvation for uSr 

* Of the Enemy, which were about 1600 Horfe 

* and Foot, there were fiain, in and about Worceftir 

* and in the Purfuit, about 3000. The Prifbners 

* taken in the Town and in their Flight, about 

* 12,000; amongfl: whom were the Duke of Ha- 

* milton ; the Earls o^ Derby ^ Cleveland^ Rothes^ and 

* Lauderdale ; the Lords, Kenmuir^ Monigomeryr 

* Paijley^ Croj^on^ and Grandiforiy with many 

* Other Perfons of Quality, fcfr. 

* The Parliament taking the Premifes into their 

* fertous Confideration, and being exceedingly af- 

* fe<9:ed with the glorious Appearances of God for 

* them, and for all the good People throughout 
^ England^ Ireland^ and Scotland, in vouchfefing 

* thefe wonderful and unparallel'd Succcfles and 

* Viftories to their Annies and Forces (wherein 

* the 
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* the Forwardnefs of the Counties to fend out their Intcr-iegrfurif* 

* refpective Militias, and the Courage and Refolu- '^5»- 

* tion of their Soldiers, exprefled in this Service, ^~ ^Z 

* by owning this Caufe and prefent Government *^ ^"^ "' 

* againft the common Enemy, is a Mercy greatly 
^ to be acknowledged by us, and receive a lafltng 

* Memorial) have thought' fit to ena6t and or- 

* dain, &c, [in, the ufual Form,] 

Having thus given all the moft material Circiim- 
ftances of King Charles the Second's Attempt to 
recover the Crown of England, and of the utter De- 
feat of the Scots Army, from original Letters and 
Evidences printed by Authority of Parliament, we 
fhall next exhibit a Relation of the late A&'ion at 
IVorcefter, as drawn up iJy an Officer of the Royal 
Party, who was taken Prifoner ^. 

A Relation of the Defeat of the KiNo'i 
Forces at Worceftet, Sep. ^^y, 1651, 

Chejier, Sep. 17, 165 1. 

* T Believe you have too foon heard of our Mif-^n Accoun£ rf 

* X fortunes ^tlVorcefter^ and it is probable there '^^^;^^|'"j,y*'^j 

* are amongfl you fome that blame our Proceedings Officer of th^ 

* rather than pity us : But if they knew the State '^i'^g's Arfliyi 

* of our Matter's Affairs, when he was in Scotland 

* and here, they would fay otherwife. 'Tis cer- 

* tain CromxveU would not fight us in our own 

* Country but with great Advantage to himfelf» 

* he knowing that olir Army lying idle would 

* moulder to nothing, as indeed it had, if his Ma- 

* jefty had not brought them away. 

* Jt confifled of 12,000 fighting Men abfolutely 

* under the Command of his Majefly, which be-^ 

* ingmarch'd into the Heart of the Kingdom, and 

* poiTefs'd of the City of Worcejier, might, in Pro- 

* babllity, have prov'd a notable Step towards thef 

* refetthng of this Kingdom, had not God deter-* 

* mined otherwife. 

Vol. XX. E • I airt 

k From Dr. NalforCt MS. CoUeaions, VoL XVJ, printed in Dr/ 
Greys Appendix to his Examinatioa of Mr. Neale^f 4th Vokuntf 
of the Uifiwy of the Furitum^ 
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* I am fure the King omitted hotftiirtg that could 

* encourage the People to rile with him, or at 

* leaft to lie neuter: But on the contrary they atofe 
' (which had they not done, without douht we had 

* beaten CromrvelPs Forces, they beirTg iticonfider- 
' able) Violently againft us, to fuch Numbers as 

* made the Enemy near 40,000. - Th^e leaft any 
' of their Officers report them was 36,000, and 

* with this Number they came before us at TVor- 

* cejlevy and the City, was neither fortified rior vie- 

* tuallcd. 

^ His Majefty thought he could tiot, in Honour, 

* leave thofe to be plunc^ercd by the Enemy ^ \vho 
' had to willingly received him. DuriVig the Ene- 

* niy'^ lying there, the King was- Very -iftive, and 

* feiVt out ofre'n fti'ohg Parties ; but the Etiemy 

* was fo watchful, and lay fo fttotig, that tho^igh 
5 our Men behav'd courageoufly, they cpuld get 

* jio Advantage of thenfi. The Day and Manner 

* of our Fight you may gather fro ni their tetters. 

* His Mi'jeity behav*d very gallantly with his own 

* Regiment of Horfe and Duke of Hamilton's,^ He 

* broke a Regii7ient of Foot, and forced bade a 

* confiderable Body of their Horfe ; but at laft 

* our Horfe, being overpowei;'d, ran away, ttioiigh 

* the^King ftrovc to make them ftafid. 

♦ Th'c King being clofely purfued, and our Men 

* flopping the Paflage, Was forced to quit his Horfe, 

* and climb up our half- rais'd Mount, and'theriefo 

* encouraged the Foot, that the Eiiem'y retired 

* with Lofs. The King perceiving the Enemy 

* too numerous, and our Men worfted, drew them 

* within the Walls, where it was long difputed ; 

* then the King taking a frefh Horfe, rode to the 
' Cavalry, with Intention tQ rallj them, and fcbur 
*, the Foot from the Wails: But it was in vain; Tor 
' Middkton was wounded 5 J the chief 'Horfe Offi- 

* ^ers difrpounted, flain, or I do 'not knoW where ; 

* David Lejlie rode up artd down as one amazed, 

* or feeking to fly he knew not whither -j for they 

* were fo confafed that neither Threats nor Intrea- 

* ties could pcriuadc them to dharge with the King. 

. • . * Whit 
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* What became of his Majefly afterwards I Jnter-rcgnum. 
know not : God prcferve him, for certainly a , '^^j^ ^ 
more gallant Prince was never born. Towards ^ ^Tcr 
the Lvening all Things look'd very horrid; 

Alarms in every Part of the City, and a certain Re- 
port that the Enemy had entered one End of the 
Town, and we of the Horfc trampling one upon 
another, much readier to cut one another'3 
Throats than defend ourfelves againft the Ene- 
my. In this Confufion, at laft, we got out of 
the Town, and fled as faft as we could ; and in 
the Head of us (as appeared next Morning) were 
our two Lieutenants General. 

* We had no Guides, fo we often loft our Way, 
yet reach'd Newport by the next Morning, 30 
Miles on this Side Worcejler^ and there thought 
to have refrelh'd ourfelves and majrch'd for Scot^ 
land : But our Enemies flew fafter than we, an4 

•there wanted not confiderable Forces in every 
Place to front us 5 and we were fo clofely pur- 
fued in the Day by the Army and Garrifon- 
Forces, and in the Night by the Country, that 
from the Time we came out pf Worcelier^ till 
Friday in the Evening that I was taken Prlfoner, 
feven Miles from Prejim^ I nor my Horfe never 
rc^ed. 

' Our Body confilled of 3000. In the Day wc 
often faced the Enemy, and beat their little Par- 
ties back to their main Body^ but ftill thofe^of 
us whole Horfes tir'd, or were {hot, were loft, 
Hnlefs they could run as fail as we rode. In the 
Night we ke,pt clofe together, yet fome fell aflee^p 
on their Horfes ; or if their Horfes ftaid behind, 
we might hear by their Cries what the bloody 
Country People were doing with them. 

' Qn Thurfday Night our Lieutenants General, 
Jldiddleton .sJiA LeJIie^ left us, or loft us willingly: 
But as much Hafte as they made, both of them •. 
are here Prifoners, with Sir TVilliam Fleming. I 
left the Duke of Hamilton Prifoner, at my co- 
ming out of Worcejiery being (hot in the Leg : 
He is fince dead upon cutting it oiF« Few or 

E 2 'JIOM 
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Inter-regnum. « nonc of the King's Servants are efcaped. The* 

. _^^il I • Earls of Derby and Lauderdale^ and Sir Davii 

Septcmljcr. * Cunningham and Mr. Lane^ are Prifoners here in. 

* theCaftle. Many are Prifoners in private Houfes, 
••the Church and Caftle being full. They carry 

* Things fo high, that they have even condemn'! 

* fome Hou&old Servants of Noblemen j fo that 

* what will become of us I know not.' 

We fbair conclude this important Crifis of Eng- 
VJh Hrftoi;y with a Letter from the Marquis of Or- 
mond to the Marquis of Clanrickard^ for an Applf- 
cation to the Pope as the laft Effort for the King's 
Reftoration ; which we give upon the Authority 
of Mr. Carte °*. 

A Letter from ^ TF I coul J have wrote, and you received, daify 
the Marquis of t | Difpatches fince my coming into this King- 

Ortnond to the ^ ;f- \. ,, <•• ,. r^/i ^i • ^ 

Marquis of CAiir- ^^^y they could not till this Inftant have given 

rickard, in con- * vou any Advertifcmcnts fo certain, or of fuck 

D^ft "" "^^ ^** * Importance, as I believe you did expeft. Nei- 

*^ *^ • ther, for ought appears to me, could you have 

* had Ground, from any Information, to have va- 

* ried from the Courfe you have held, to the Ap- 

* probation of all thofe from whom you could wifli 

* or expedt it. Yet I have not failedy on my Part, 
^ to give you thofe uncertain Notions that came ta 

* my Hands j however my Endeavours have failed 

* of Succefs, as well in that as in the Affiftances I 

* knew neceffary for you. And though the Con- 

* veyance of what I am now to fay be almoft as 

* uncertain as the Subjeft is certain and fad, yet I 
^ will do my Part towards your Information, that 

* you may do yours for the Safety of yourfelf, aad 

* fuch as have adhered to you.. 

* It would be too tedious an Aggravation of our 

* Misfortune to tell you, with how admirable a 

* Wifdom, and with how conftant and high a Cou- 

* rage, the King overcame all the Difficulties that 

* were in his Way to the Trial, wherein.it pleafed 

'God 

* It is printed in his CoIIe^liDn of original Letters, &c* found* 
among the Duke of Or,mond'% Papers^ published in I739> Vol. I» 
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•* ^od to give Succefs to his Enemies : And how iater.rcgnum« 
'* proportionable to thofe Beginnings he carried 1651. 
'^ himfelf in his long March to IVorcefter^ and in ^— -v^-*^ 

* the Conflia there, wherein, the h of this Month, Septcmbei. 

* his whole Army was routed, but himfelf for that 
^ Time efcaped : And it is more our Prayers and 

* Wifties, than Hope grounded on any human 
^ Likelihood, that lie may be referved to be yet th^ 

* Reftorer of the antient Government and Freedom 

* of the Englijh Empire and Nation, who are yet 
-* unworthy of fo excellent a Prince. 

' Whilft others entertain you with more Parti- 
"* culars of this great Blow, I cannot forbear to ac- 

* quaint you with thofe Circmmftances, that to mc 

* make it appear more defpairingly, and conclufive 
•* to all our Hopes, than perhaps it is apprehended 
•* by fome. Be pleafed to confider, when it may 
^ again be reafonably hoped to have a King of 

* England at the Head of 20,000 of his own Sub- 
"^ jecis in the Heart of England^ and to have the 
^ Rebels at the fan^ Time employed with tvjo 

* other Armies, the one in Ireland^ the other in 
^ Scotland \ whether ever fuch as have profefled 

' themfelves ready to rife upon a much weaker 
** Countenance, and have failed upon this, will be 
'« relied on by any Foreigner j or when it can be 
^ hoped, that foreign Princes will be fo much at 

* one amongft themfelves, and fo generous as to 
-< affift our King with fuch an Army : And if they 
•* were, will they not find the Rebels much more 

* ftrong by the Conqueft of Ireland and Scotland^ 
^ and much more experienced in the Ways of Rule 
^ and Government ? And will not the Exceptions 
"* taken at the King's coming with a Scottijh Power 
< be more obvioufly taken up againft any Foreigner, 

* of what Nation or Religion foever, hy thofe that 
^ are weary of Hazards, and indulgent to theirEafe, 
« Pleafure, and Profits ? More of thefe Queftions 

* might be afk'd than I take Pleafure to find out : 

* And that it may appear I feek not thefe to juftify 
^ any flackening of my Duty to my King, but to 
^ i)e dear in the Difcharge of my TJioughts to you, 

£ 3 *for 
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Inter-regnum. * for whom I have an infeparable Frlen<l{hip, I will 

* give you my Conceptions of the remaining Way 

* to be taken by the King. 

* It is clear to me, that there is neither Power 

* nor ASedion ftrong enough in any of his own 

* Subje£ls, (at leaft both cannot be found in any) 

* excluding the Rebels Party, tb raife his Caufe to 

* a Poflibility of being difputed ; it muft follow, 

* that foreign Afliftance muft be' fought, or elfe the 

* Gaufe for the prefent deferted, and the Rebels left 

* at Reft J from which it may be expeded £mula- 

* tions and Ambitions will arife, from thence Di- 

* vifions, and out of them an Occafion of fetting 

* the Intereft of the Crown on Foot again. This 
< I take to be a remote, lazy Speculation, and 
' very near lying in the Dirt, and crying God hilp^ 

* God often blefles very improbable Endeavours, 
' but I find not where he promifes, or when he 

* hath given, Succefs to flat Idlenefs, unlefs Con- 
' tempt or Mifery, which are the proper Fruits of 

* it, may be fo call'd. I am therefore clear, that 

* foreign Help is immediately, and thus, to be 

* fought. 

* All the Pilnces and States of Chnfiendom are 

* at this Inftant full of their own Proje<^s, either to 

* enlarge or preferve their Dominions; and I can- 

* not think of any one that is in Plenty. To make 

* Application to them by feveral Minift^rs will be 

* certainly tedious and fruitlefs; and if "it were pof- 

* fible for the King to find Means to fend fo many, 

* (as I fee not whence he will have it) they will he 

* looked upon as fo many Beggars ient for Gath6r- 

* ings ; and at the laft, as fuch, will be fent away 
' with pitiful Alms, which will be confumed in thie 

* Voyages. Therefore to come fliortly to what I 
« would be at, wherein you may be concerned, I 

* conceive fome one muft be found that hath Power, 

* if not with all, yet with moft Chriftian Princes 

* and States. Among the Proteftants there is none 

* fuch, and among the Roiuan Catholics it is vifiblc 

* the Pope has moft of Authority and Perfua- 
' fion : And it (hall be without Scruple my Ad- 

. * vice 
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* vice, and th^t fpeedily, that fitting Miniftcrs Inter-regnum, 

* may be fent, and apt Inducements propofed to '^5»* 

.* him for his Interpofition, not only with all Princes V^'V*-*-' 
< and States ' ^'^''''^'' 

T|ie learned Editor gives no Reafqn for break- 
ing off (a Ji^ruptly. Whether therefore he had 
^p mpre of thi^\Pet|:er than whaf he has printed, 
pr 'sy^^ really pqffefs'd of the lyhole, but chofe to 
give no mqie of it, we lfno>v nqt. If the formef 
was the Cafe, he ought to have faid fo. If the 
latter, and hjs Df fign Vi^ag tq fink the Marquis's 
^(jvice as tp the Means proppffsd for tjie King's 
l^eftor^tiqn. )ie h^s gone top far •, lince this Fragr 
ipent qply i^ more than enoug}i to copyincg any 
}leac|er of tl]e H^^'l^y of an intended Applicatioi) 
to the Pope, It is very ftrange that this is the only 
jfyctter in whicl} we find f^ch an fliat^s ; and it is 
fiDt lef^ rei]:^arkable that tbo' Mr. Carte has digeft- 
ed the l^arcjuis's Letter?, Sffr. under their proper 
SjCfifs gf Time, and thjs before us was fi]^nife{lly 
wrot^ ip Septe^bfr^ yet if is placed among the Pa- 
pery of May fpregqing j whether by Acci.dent of 
ijefign we pretepd qqt to determine. 

Tl)e Marquis's Advice fqr poprting the AflTift- 
^nc.e of tl^p I^ope in this matter-d StJf te o f the Royal 
jC^ufe, a Period lyhep no l^umap porefi^ht coulfl 
poipt opt aijy 9tf)er W^y, \yas certainly the Refi^jt 
pf a (defperate Mind, unwilling to lie idje (as hp 
jca}ls it) in his Ma{):er's C^u/e j and is fon]ethjng 
/limilar to ^ Paflage \n a Letter from Lord Byron 
^ ^t Chfjier-f J^nt^ary 30, 1 643, tp tjie JVf^rquis qf 
Ormondy whjerjBJn be writer thus, ' Since the Re* 

* bels [meariing tffe P^riia^ent] have call'd in Ith.e 

* Sc^fSy I Ifinpw no Reafpn why the J^ipg flippld 
5 ijn^e any S.cruplp of calljng in the Ir/^, or the 

* Jurksy if they will ferve him.' "? — It feenis as jf 
botji thefe |^rds ha^d this Lin^s of th,e Poet in their 
Min<J wl)ep ti^ey >yere jyrjting, 

FUff^re fi i^^SH^o Superosy J cheroot a moveho. 

Thus 
■» Prin^ at largsjo Mf. C^r/^*sColle£lions,beforc.cItcd, p. 39. 
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Inter -re^^um. Thus much by way of Digreflion. We now 

*^5»' return to the more immediate Affairs .of Parlia* 
^TTyT'*'^ menu 

OSfob^rj. The grand Queftion of fixing a Time 
for putting an End to the prefent Parliament being 
carried in the Affirmative, as before- mentioned, 
the Bill was ordered to be brought in that Day 
Se'nnight, and the Committee to fit thereupon 
f very Afternoon at Two o'Clock. Accordingly, 

0£f,S. The Bill was reported to the Houfe, read 
^ firft Time, and ordered a fecond Reading on the 
loth, when it was committed to a Grand Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe ; to fit de Die in Diem^ 
"With fome Intermiffions, for a Fortnight, on this 
Important Affair. 

By a Letter from Chefter^ the Parliament was 
informed that the Court-Martial there had tried 
and condemned to Death, yames Earl of Derby ^ 
Sir Timothy Featherftonhaugh^ and Capt. yohn Ben- 
how^ the firft of this Month. And, on the 14th, 
the Houfe received a Letter, by the Speaker, from 
the Earl ; which being put to the Queftion, to read 
it or not, was carried in the Affirmative by 22, 
againft 16. So the Letter, with ^ Petition inclofed, 
intitled. The humble Petition ^ James Earl (?/ Der- 
by, were both read ; but nothing is entered fur^ 
|her about them in th^Journals. However, an Au- 
thority before cited informs us ", * That the 
Earl offered to give up the Ifle of Man^ and fend' 
the necefTary Orders to his Lady and the Governor 
for that Purpofe, on Condition of obtaining his 
Pardon ; and that the Petition was prefented by his 
Son Lord Strange.^ But the Parliament paid no 
Regard to this Propofal ; for he was beheaded the 
next Day at Bolton^ in Lancajhire ; as was Sir 77- 
J'^dl^/rfr-r*/ PeatherJlonhaugK at Chefter. Capt. John 
^utfd, Benbow was alio Inot at Shrewjbury, Moft of the 

common Soldiers were fent to the Englijh Elanta- 

tipns ^ 

f» N9U^lUs Ordinairei dt Londrcs, No, 64, 
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tions; and 1500 of them were granted to the Gut- Iater*r«gnuita« 
Tiey Merchants, and fent to work in the Gold Mines '^5 '• 
there. ' ^"T^X**^ 

It may be remembered that Mr. Lovcy a Prelby- 
terian Minifter, had been beheaded upon Tower- 
Hilly about three Months before, for High Trea- 
ibn, in holding Correfpondence with the King, 
Several Miniftcrs and others being alfo at this 
Time under Profecution before the High Court of 
Juftice, for the fame Offence, Petitions were pre- 
fented to the Houfe in their Favour : That from 
Mr. yenkin (who had already fufFer'd for his Non- 
compliance with the Orders of the prefent Govern- 
ment *; and, by way of Atonement for his former 
Conduft, thought proper to acknowledge the Efta- 
blifliment of the Commonwealth Government to 
be yure Divino) is too interefting to be omitted. 
We (hall therefore give it at large, as printed by 
Order of the Houfe. 

To the Supreme Authority^ /^^ Parliament of lh$ 
Commonwealth of England, 

Tl^e Humble Petition of William Jenkin, 

Prifonerj 

Mo ft humbly Jhewethy 

^ rpHAT your Petitioner IS unfeFgnedly for- a Petition to the 

* JL rowful for all his late Mifcarriages, whe- Houfe ffom Mr. 

* ther teftified againft him or acknowledged by^^'^^'VoraPar- 

< him, and for the great and fmful Unfuitablenefs^°"* 

* of them to his Calling and Condition. 

* That upon earneft feeking of God, and dili- 

* gent inquiring into his Will, your Petitioner is 
' convinced, that the Alteration of Civil Govern- 

* ments are ordered by, and founded upon, the 

* wife and righteous Providences of God, who rc- 

* moveth Kings and fetteth up Kings, ruleth in 

< the Kingdoms of Men, and giveth them to whom- 
' focver he will : 

< That 

• In our N^leteenth Volume, p. 296. 
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Inter-re|nYtBv * Tb>t the Provjd^nces of this Gad bave, in tl^c 

"^5'' * Judgment of your Petitioner, as evidently Jipr 

^^p^TT*^ * pearcd in the removing of others from, and th^ 

' • invefting yourHonours with, the Government of 

• * this Nation, as ever they appeared in the talking 

* away, or beftowing of, any Qpvqrnaient in ?my 

* Hiftory of ^ny Age qf the World : 

* That he apprehends that a Refufal tp b^ f^b- 

* jeft to th|s prefept Authority, under the Pretence 

* of upholding the Title of any one qppn Earth, is 

* a Refufal to acqi|ieffp in tbe wife and righteous 
f Pleafnr^ of God ; fwch ap Oppofing of the Go- 

* vernm^nt fet up by the Sovereign Cofd of Hea- 

* ven and E^rth, as nonp can have Peace, either in 

* a£ling in^ or fufFering for ; and that your Ppti- 

* tioner looks upon jt as hjs Duty tp yield to this 

* Authority all ^<9:ive and cher^rful Obedience in 

* thi? Lprd, pven for Confcience Sake ; \o promife 

* (he being reqiiired) Truth ^nd Fidelity to it, and 

* to hold forth the Grounds of bis fo dojng tp any, 

* as God fhall call him thereunto. 

' ♦ That thpugh an Imprifompent, accompanied 

* with the Jvofs of Eflate, and to be fplloAved,' with- 

* out your gracious Prevention, with a fpeedy Ar- 
f raignment before an high and eminent Judica- 

* tory, are far from being pleafing to Flefh and 

* Blood ; and though the Enjoyment of y pur Qrace 

* and Favour be a Blefling moft deferving to b^ 

* rpckoncd amongft th^ b^eft of Ternporals, yet 

* Ithat neither the feeling and fearing of the fqrinpr^ 

* nor the ExpejSation of the lattef , could have jn- 
f duced your Petitioner againl^ the Lighf of his owp 

* Judgment, and the preppndering Part of his qwn 

* Confcience, to have madp or prefented this Ac- 

* knowledgment ; he fadly forec^afting, that a wholp 

* Skin is Djut a contemptible Recompepce for ^ 

* wounded Confcience.. 

* That neverthelefs^ he trufteth, he fhall be ex- 

* cufeable in tendering, thus far, even his oi^twar^l 

* Condition, as to rcprefent to your Honours, tb§t 

* he i§ in moft apparent Danger of his irreparable 

* Lofs of his Health, jji? fweea:ft of outward Blef- 

' firigs. 
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* Cngs, unlefs, by your gracious Grant, he may inter-rcgnum. 
' fpeedily enjoy a more free and open Air than this '^S'* 

* his clofe Confinement will allow him. ' 

' And this Chriftian Favour, which even for 
< Cbrifi's Sake your po6r Petitioner moft humbly 

* begs, your Honours are as able to enlarge, even 

* to a Pardoning of his Offences, and a perfeft re- 

* leafing of him from his Imprifonment, as he is 

* fubmiffively forward in defiring them, though 

* confeffedly far from deferving them. 

* He neverthelefs promifing, that your compaf- 

* fionate affording hereof (hall be a ftrong and 
^ ftanding £ngagement upon him ^ daily be feeching 

* the Heart- making and Heart-changing Godt. that 

* all thofe who, either through former Accuftom- 

* ednefs or prefent Inadvertency, do not clearly 

* difcern the Mind of God concerning the Altera- 
^ tion of this Government, may (by obferving yofir 
' prime and pious Indufiry to advance, through^- 

* out this Commonwealth, the Power of Godli- 
f ncfs, a Scripture Reformation, and the Truth as 
' it is in y^fus) be won to a Yielding to your Ho»- 

* nours con fcion able Obedience ; and not only ii) 

* Wor-d, but in Heart and Life, may be true and 
faithful to this prefent Government. 

WILL. JENKIN- 



< 



The Parliament was fo greatly pleafed with this which is grant- 
high-flown Compliment from one who bad hither- ed to him and o-; 
to bid Defiance to their Authority, that they re-^^"^"^**"^"' 
folved that he and all the other Petitioners fhouU 
be pardoned both for Life and Eftate, in rcfpcfl of 
their Treasons and other Crimes, and alfo dif- 
charged from Imprifonment and Sequeftrationr 

The»Houfe continued to proceed almofl every 
Day this Month on the Bill for diffolving the pre- 
sent Parliament ; but nothing wa5 yet reported from 
the Committee about it- And the only Law madi: 
worth our Notice, was intitled, Jn A^ for Increafe 
af Shippings and Encouragement of the Navigation 
of this Nation. The Rife and Occafion of this 
AsSt has been already mentioned. — As it is in itfelf 
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intcr-regnum, very interefting, and the Faffing thereof was the 
\_^^]l_f Foundation of the Grand Quarrel that foon after 
oaobcr, cnfued between the Republics of England and Hol^ 
landy we fliall give an Abftradl: of every Claufe of it- 
The Preamble fets forth, ' That the Increafe of 
^n Ae- pafs'd Shipping, and the Encouragement of the Naviga- 
for i:iicouias:e- ^ion of this Nation, is, under the good Providence 
"" " '* " ^^"and Protedion of God, a great Means of the Wel- 
fare and Safety of this Commonwealth : And there- 
fore the Parliament enabled, That no Goods fhould 
be im ported trcm JfiJ^ Africa^ or America^ but in 
Englijh Ships, under the Penalty of Forfeiture of 
the faiJ Goods and Ship ; one Moiety thereof to 
the Ufe of the Commonwealth, and the other to 
the Profecutor ; nor from any Part of Europe^ ex- 
cept in fuch Veflels as belong to the People of that 
Country of which the Goods arc the Growth or 
Manufacture, under the like Penalty : That no 
Goods of foreign Growth or Manufaftore (hould 
be imported, but from the Ports ivhere fuch Goods 
could only be, or ufually had been, firft ihipp'd for 
Tranfportation, under the like Penalty : That no 
Salt-Firii, Whale-Fins, or Oil Qiould be import- 
ed, but what were caught or made by the People 
of England; nor no Salt-Fifli to be exported, or 
carried from one Port to another in this NatFon, 
but in Englijh Veflels, under the like Penalty: 
But Commodities from the Levant Seas, the Eaji- 
Indies., the Ports of Spain or Portugal^ might be 
imported from the ufual Ports or Places of trading 
ufed heretofore, though the faid Commodities were 
not the very Growth of the faid Places.' This 
Aft did not extend to Bullion or Prize Goods, nor 
to Silk or Silk Wares brought by Land from Italy 
to Oftend^ Amjlerdam^ ^c, provided they were 
brought from thofe Ports in Englijh Veflels. 

Before we conclude the Tranfaftions of this 
Month we {hall only obferve, that notwithftand- 
ing the Proclamation of 1000/. Reward lately if* 
fued, for Apprehending of the King's Perfon, and 
the indefatigable Pains taken to diicover him, he 

evaded 



I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



0/ E N G L A N D. 77 

evaded all his Purfuers, found Means to hire a intcr-re^num 
Veffel on the Coaft of Sujfex^ and 1 anded at Havre- » 6 ^ i . 
de-Grace, On the 28th of this Month an Extrad 'tT'^^**^ 
of two Letters from Paris were publifii'd, (licensed ^"^^ *^'* 
by the Clerk of the Parliament) fctting forth, * That j^^ Account of 
on the iy the Scots King arrived there, and was theKing'sEfcap* 
met by the Duke of Orleans not far from that City, »nto France, as 
who had the Day before fent fome Coaches for him ?w| J'^/u^"^ 
to Maguyy where he lay that Night: That hisHouie. 
Highnefs conducted him to the Louvre^ where the 
late Queen, his Mother, repairefd prefently after 
from Chaliot^ where (he had been erecting a Nun- 
nery : That the King gave the Company a full 
Narrative of all the Particulars of what happened 
at the Fight at Worcejier^ threw out fome reproach- 
ful Words againft the Scots ^ put fome fcurrilous 
Language on the Prefbyterian Party in England^ 
and Doafted much of his own Valour : That he 
told them how he flipt out of Worcejler^ and how 
near he was of being taken there j firft in the Fort, 
and after in his Chamber : How he difguifed him- 
felf, and went from County to County, and what 
Shift he made for Viftuals and Lodging; fometimes 
being driven to beg a Piece of Bread and Meat, and 
ride with Bread in one Hand and Meat in the 
others and fometimes fetting a Guard about a little 
Cottage while he refted there untill the Morning: 
As alfo his beihp; in London^ and the Manner of his 
pailing difguifed through feveral Counties in Eng^ 
landy till he made his Efcape: The Relation 
whereof produced fome Laughter, at the Ridicu- 

loufnefs of his Condition.' Thus much for the 

Parliament's Account of the King's Efcape, His 
Majefty's own Narrative thereof may be found 2X 
large in Lord ClarendorCs Hiftory, who had alt the 
Particulars from the King himfelf. ^ 

November. Little Bufinefs was done in the 
Houfe this Month, except nominating Sheriffs of 
Counties for the Year enfuing, till the 14th, 
when the Members in and about WeJiminJier'Hally 

t Vol; VI, p. 4x3, tt fe^, ^ 
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Inter-regnuffl. as Well Judges as others, were all ordered to be 
i^5>* fummoned^ by the Serjeant with his Mace, and 

V ' ^ '^mJ jnequired to give their Attendance in the Houfe. 
November. ^^^ j^^j^^^^ ^^^^ ^^e Bill for the Diffolution of 
the Parliament was then resumed ^ an4 the Que* 
ftion being put. That it is now a convenient Time 
to declare a certain Period for the Continuance 
of this Parliament, beyond which it fhaU not fit, 
the Houfe divided ; when the Heas brought in by 
the Lord -General Gromweil and the Lord Chief 
Juftice St. John^ were 49 j the Noes^ by Colonel 
Morley and Mr. Boniy 47 : A near-run Bufinefs^ 
and evidently (hews with how great Reltidancy 
they agreed to part with their Power. 

After this Refolutioa, the Houfe did nothing 
more than adjx^urn to 

The Parliament Hov. 1 8. When It was refolved. That the Time 
iixupon a Time for the Continuance of this Parliament, beyond 
(ion^'"^'^'''*"'wbfch they refolve not to fit, fliall be the third 
Day of Novtfnbery 1654. — Thus was this great 
Bufinefs, which had continued in Agitation fo 
^nany Months, at length concluded, but the Dif- 
folution put oS ad hngum Dum, However, they 
did not live to the deftined Period.; for, before that 
Time, this Remnant of a Parliament met its Fate^ 
under the foperior Power of their Lord -General 
Cromwell and his Army. 

A new Council Uov. 1 9. A Report being made from the Coun- 
•f State eleacd. cil of State, That the Time ©f the ceafing of the 
.Power of the iaid Council determined on the firft of 
Dtcemher next, the Houfe refolved. That the 
Number thereof, for the Year enfuing, fhould be 
Twenty- one chofen out of the prefent Members, 
and Twenty new ones ; to be elected, as before, 
by Ballot. Accordingly, a few Days after, the 
Houfe proceeded to the Eiedron, when the Lrord- 
General Cromwell^ the Lord-CommifSqner Ifhii- 
hcke^ the Lord Chief Joftice St. Johri^ Sir Henry 
Varuy Jan. J^hn Gurdon^ Efq„ Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Fleetwood^ the Lord Chief Juftice Rolle^ tbe ' 

Lord- 
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Lord - CoWttiifTiofler Li)^^. Serjeant BY<i'dfl3ai»^ Inter- 
Sir Arthitr Hafelri^^e^ Dennis Bvnd and Thomas »^S* 
^a&tt^ Efq'^* . Ccioiiels Ptirefiy and fVautofty Sir ^//- 'tT'^j^ 
ViafnMajhafny ^r James Uarringtm^ ThofnasCha^ 
toner, Efq; Major Salway, Sir Gilbert Pickerings 
"John Cdrew and Nichofas Love, Efq^'. were te- 
eletSled, The new Members wfere Herbert Mor- 
iey znd Anthtrfiy Stapley, Efq""*. Sir Peter fFent^ 
worthy Philip Lord Z/j/Zi?, Alexander PophaYn, John 
CcYbet, Abraham Burrel, William Hay, and Cor- 
nelius Holland, Efq". Alderman Pennington, Wil^ 
iiaki Majham and John jDownes, Efq". Sir Wit- 
Ham Conjlabte^ John i>ixtael, Henry Neiyil, Henry 
Herbert, artd Robert Blake, Elq". Philip Earl of 
Pembroke, Hinry Martin, 2xA' Robert Wallop, Efq". 
It is remarkable that, upon this Gonteft for Powers 
120 Metinbers wei^e prefertt^ th'ough, upon other 
Occafions, the Houfe very feldom confifted of more 
than 50, afrnl oftentimes tinder 40. 

The laft Thing we find memorable, in the Pro- Limmck, and the 
<?«fdings of this Mo^th, was appointing another^^^* °^ Jt^h 
'Day of Thank%iving, for taking df the ftrcmg and Ser'a^lh^ p^I 
- -populous City ^ Lijherick, in hrdand, by the Cord- liamcnt. 
Deputy there, O/iober 30, 1 651, with all -the Ar- 
'tillery. Arms, AmmCiWit'ion, ^c, therein: Like- 
'^ife for taktfig the Iftes of Jerfey and Man, "with 
-atl thek-Caftles and J^orts, Ordnance and Amrtia- 
nition cohtain'd in them. Bat Ireton, the vi<9:o- 
ridus General -in Ireland, did not long fiirvive his 
Conqueft there ; for Iffe died at Lifn&riek, the 26rh 
■rf Ndvefnber, two D&ys hef<ire the Houfe had or- 
dered feme Phyfician'6 «o go oVer, ^ith all Spfeed, 
xo at-fcnd hitai. 

Notwithftanding the »E)ea*th of Ireton, in whoip 
'Cfofnwell loft one of %is 'moft trufty Confidents, ^ 

ycftthis Aceid€*fit caft noDaMp upon his Ambition : 
For haVihg now, by the 'Rapidity of his Gdnquefts, . 
three Natiofis tirtder his Feet, aiid the Parfianrtent 
'and Council of State at his Devotfoh, he feems to n 
have meditated a Defign to kffuhie fhe Royal Dia- 
dem, and <to fix it ttpon His own Head : fittt h^- 

forc. 
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fore he attempted to put this hardy Enterprize in- 
to Execution, he thought it advifeabie to take the 
Opinion of his Friends. Accordingly he dcfired 
a Meeting of fome Members of Parliament, and 
Chief Officers of the Army at fhe Speaker's Houfe. 
The Particulars of this extraordinary Conference, 
as related by Mr. JVhitlocke himfelf, one of the 
Perfons prefent on this Occafion, will greatly il- 
luftrate the fubfequent Part of thjs Work. 
A Conference The Company being aflembled, Cromwell pro* 
between Crom- pofcd. That now the old King being deadj and his 
j»r//^and others, 5^^ ^^/^^ defeated^ he held it necejfary to come to a 
tujTc Settlement" Settlement of the Nation : And that, in order there* 
«f Ike Nation, unto^ he had requefted this Meetings that they^ toge- 
ther y might confider and advife what was fit to be 
doney and to be prefented to the Parliament. 

Lenthall, Speaker. My Lord ^ This Company 
were very ready to attend your Excellency ; and the 
Bufinefs you are pleafed to propound to us is very ne- 
cefary to be confidered. God hath given marvellous 
Succ'efs to our Forces under your Command^ and if 
we do not improve thefe Mercies to fome Settlementy 
fuch as may be to God*s Honour and the Good of this 
Commonwealth y we Jhali be very much Blame^ 
worthy, 

Major-General Harrison. / think that which 
my Lord' General hath propounded isy to advife as to 
a Settlement both of our Civil and Spiritual Liber- 
ties 5 and fo that the Mercies which the Lord hath 
given in to usy may not be cajl away : How this may 
he done is the great ^eflion. 

Whitlocke. // is a great ^ejiion indeed^ an^ 
not fuddenly to be refolved ; yet it were Pity that a 
Meeting of fo many able and worthy Perfons y as J* 
fee herey Jhould be fruitlefs* 

I Jhould humbly offer y in the firjl Place y whether 
it be not requifite to he underjlood in what Way this 
• Settlement is defiredy whether of an abfolute Repuh'* 
licy or with any Mixture of Monarchy ? 

Cromwell. My Lord-CommiJJionerWhxtloQkc 
hath put us upon the right Point ; and indeed it is 
my Meaning that we Jhould confider y whether a Re- 
public 
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^idhHc or a mix^d Monarchical Government will be Inter-reV,n«ifii 
left to be fettled 'y and^ if any Tubing Monarchical^ '^ 5^ 
then in whom that Power Jhatl be placed? Tr*"^" ,7 

SirT.WiDDRiNGtoN. I think a mix^d Monar^ 
chical Government will he mofl fuitable to the Laws 
Und People of this Nation ; and^ if any Monarchic 
caly Ifuppb/e we Jhall hold it mojl juft to place ^hat 
Power in one of the Sons of the late King, . 

Col. FLEEtwoob. I think that the ^effion; 
whether an ahfolute Republic or a mix'd Monarchy 
be be ft to he fettled in this Nation^ will not be very 
iafy to be determined. 

Lord Chief Juftice St. John, /j will be found 
that the Government of this Nation,^ without fome^ 
thing of Monarchical Power ^ will be very difficult to 
he fo fettled^ as not to flyake the Foundation of our 
Laws^ and the Liberties of the People, 

Speaker. It will breed a flrangeConfufton to fettle , 
a Government of this Nation without fomething of 
Monarchy . 

Col. DtSBORouGH. / befeech you^ my Lord^ 
why may not this^ as well as other Nations^ be go-* 
verned in thi Way of a Republic ? 

Whitlocke. The Laws ^England are fo in^ 
ierwoven with the Power d^d Pr office of Monarchy; 
that to fettle a Government without fomething of Mo- 
narchy in it, would make fo £reat an Alteration iri 
the Proceedings of our Law,^ that you have fcarce 
Time to reSfify ; nor can we well forefee the Incon^ 
vehiences which will arife thereby^ 

Col. Wh ALEY. / do not well underjland Mat" • 
fers of Law J but it feems to me to he the befi IVaj 
hot to have any Thing of Monarchical Power in the 
Settlement of our Government: And ifiVeJhould re- 
folve upon any, whom have we to pitch itpon?' The 
late King's eldefl Son hath been in Arms a'gdinji usy 
and his fecond Son likewife is our Enemy, 

SirT.Wit)t>RiNGTON. But the lateKing\ third 
Son, the Duke o/* Gloucefter, is Jiill among us, and, 
too young to have been in Arms again ft uSy or infe6lei 
with the Principles of our Enemies, 

Vol. XX. F Whit- 
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WiliTLOCKE. There may he a Day given for the 
King's eldejl Son, or for the Duke c/ York his Bro- 
ther, to come in to the Parliapient j and^ upon fuch 
Terms as Jhall he thought Jit and agreeable hoth ta 
our Civil and Spiritual Liberties^ a Settlement may 
he made with them. 

Cromwell. That will be a Bujtnefs of more than 
ordinary Difficulty \ but really I think, if it may he 
done with Safety, and the Prefervation of our Right Sj 
both as Englifhqien and as Chrijlians, that a Settle^ 
menty with fomewhat of Monarchical Power in it^ 
would be very effe£lual,^ 

Our Memorialiji adds, ' That there was much 
Difcourfe, by divers Gentlemen then prefent, but 
too large to be inferted : That, generally, the Sol- 
diers were againft any Thing of Monarchy, tho' 
every one of them was a Monarch in his own Re- 
giment or Company : That the Lawyers were for 
an\ix'd Monarchical Government; and many were 
for the Duke of Gloucejier to be made King; but 
Cromwell ftill put off that Debate, and came to 
ibme other Point : And that in Conclufion, after 
a long Debate, the Company parted without co- 
ining to any Refult at all ; only Cromivell difco- 
vered, by this Meeting, the Inclinations of the 
Perfons tlpt fpake, which he fifh'd for, and made 

ufe of what he then difccrn'd,' Thus far 

Mr. Whitlocke. 



Though, by the Refult of this Conference, 
Cromwell was fufficiently convinced that his At- 
tempt upon the Crown was im practicable, yet we 
Ihall foon fee him in veiled with a more abfolute 
Power than any Monarch of thefe Nations ever 
affum'd or enjoy 'd. To proceed then : 

December lo. The CommifSoners to be fenfe 
rppoVnted ibr the down into Scotland, in order to introduce an Englijb 
Government of Government in that Kingdom, were this Day no- 
minated and appointed, and were thefe : Lord 
Chief Juftice St, John^ Sir Henry Vane, jun. Col. 

George 



Commifiloners 



Scotland^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Q^ E N G L A N D. 83 

George Fenwick^ Mzjor RiSard Sa/tvay^ the Ma- Inter-regnutn. 
jors General Lambert and Deane, Lieutenant- Ge- , '_^il j 
neral Moncke^ and Alderman Titchburne of London, January* 
But the Ir>ftru6tions for thefe Commiflioners were 
forbid by the Parliament to be enter'd in the Jour" 
^ nals^ and only one Copy thereof ordered to be in- 
grofled for the.Ufe of the Council of State. 

Dec, 12. The Excife on MaltLiqliors had beert 
general 5 but, in order to make fonr^e Redu6i:ion 
therein, the Houfe this Day refolved. That from a ReduAion ol 
and after the 25th oi December^ 165 1, no Beer orthcfcxcift. 
Ale be excifeable, but fuch as fhould be brew'd by 
common Brewers ; or elfe brew'd to be fold by 
Vintners, Inn-keepers, Alehoufe-keepers, Cooks, 
Chandlers, and other Perfons, brewing in their 
Houfes, and felling again by Retale or otherwife* 

A Deputation of three Ambafladors being fent 
from Holland^ to fettle fome Difputes between the 
two Commonwealths, which were likely to break 
out into a War, the Houfe gave them an Audience 
on the 19th : But the Ceremonial being much the 
fame as before, we pafs it over. 

The fame Day an Aft for laying an Affeflment . ^ ^ ^t^ 
of 90,000/. a Month, fot fix Months, for Main^ j^^^tj^jy Affe^ 
tenance of the Army, was read a third Time andfncnt, 
palled ; fo that here was a Saving to the Public of 
30,000/. a Month, and yet a very heavy Tax left 
behind. 

January, Bufinefs of any great Moment no\y 
begins to be very fcarce in the Proceedings of the 
Houfe, and little can be picked out of them fit for 
thefe Inquiries. There is a Multiplicity of various 
Matters included ; but they were only private Af- 
fairs, the more public ones. being now fo fully fet- 
tled, that this new Republic feemfed to be efta* 
blifhed in Perpetuum, Some Regulations in Go- 
vernment were propofed to be made ; particularly 
a Bill was ordered to be prepared and brought in, 
to redify the Inconveniences that wew then in the 
f 2 Laws 
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Inter-regnum. Law ; and how the Mifchicfs which grew from 

.1651. ^j^g Delays, Chargcableiiefs and Irregularities irt 

^""T^^^"^ the Proceedings of the Law, might be prevented, 

'"'*'^* with the fpcedieft Way to reform the fame : And 

a Commi.tee of 21 Perfons, not then Members of 

the Houfe, of whom Matthew Hale^ Efq; was the 

Chairman, were nominated to propofe fomc Scheme 

A Committee for for ^h^jt Purpofe to the Committee of Parliament 

Pr!iaTcc'l/'the appt)inted to bring in the Bill, and to advife thera 

l^vv. in this Bufinefs,. with Power to fend for Perfons, 

Records, i^c^ and to meet in the late Houfe of 

Lords for that Purpofe. 

An Act of Oblivion, or general Pardon, was alfo 

debated this Month ; and many Alterations and 

Amendments made to it, but not pafled. 

J^lUh Prytnate Laftly, Col. ^ohn i//^«rff^. having joined in .a 

andCoi L;VJ>.vr;i.p^jijiQ,^ With Jofiah PrymaU, to the Houfe, aeainft 

, rMniined tor pc- ^. - , ri r ? • i • • r i • ° 

' iitioning apainft Sir Jrthur Hafeiriggs^ complammg of his great 
Sir At thur iiafcl- Opprc^ion and Tyranny, in feizing on certain 
"'f^^* Collieries in the County of Durham ; and over- 

awing and direcling the Commiifioners to whom 
he had applied for Relief, the faid Petition was 
voted falfe, maficious, and fcandalous, and ordered 
to be burnt by the common Hangmarv, Prymate 
and Lilburne were fined each 3000 /. for the Hk 
of the Commonwealth ; 2000/. to Sir Arthur Ha- 
Jelrigge for Damages, and 500/. a-picce to the 
Commiffioners before whom the Caufe had been 
heard. The former of them was alfo committed 
to the Fleet till Payment ihould be made, and the 
latter-was ordered to be baniflied out of Englandy 
Scotland^ Ireland^ and the Territories thereto be- 
longing, and to fuffer Death in cafe of his Return. 

February. Almoft all this Month was taken up 
with Debates on the Bill mentioned for a general 
l?ardon and Oblivion ; but fuch a Multitude of 
Piovifoes, propofed and divided upon, are in the 
Journals^ as plainly fliew the Parliament had no 
Intention either to pardon fully, or forget paft 
TfcfpalTes againft them^ 

Majiy 
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Many T^etitions were al/b presented from the Inter- regtium. 
"Merchants, touching private Inconveniences fuf- *^5»« 
tained by the new Navigation A6t. *^*j[?'T*^ 

There was alfo an A(S pafled, giving further 
Powers touching the Sale of Delinquents Eftates ; 
and another, whereby all Honours, Titles, vsff. 
granted byKinga«r/« theFirft, fince the 4th of^^^J'^^'^.^^^ 
January^ lb ^i^ were declared null and void . by the late Kios, 
Writs were ordered to be ifliied to the Sheriffs, for 
bringing in all fuch Patents for Honours, 6>V. in- 
to the Court of Chancery, in order to their being 
cancelPd, with a Penalty of 50/. on Refufal. Every 
Peer affurtiing fuch Title to forfeit 100/. a Baronet 
or Knight, 40/. And any Perfon giving fuch pro- 
iiibiced Title by way of Addrefs, 10 s. 

March,' The Parliament's Commiffioners in 
Scotland having now made great Progrefs in their 
Reformation of the Government in that Kingdom, 
^iT Henry Faneyjun. and Col. Fenwick^ two of their 
Number, were fent by the reft to' give an Account 
to the Houfe of their Proceedings. There are only 
the Titles of the public Papers which were exhi- 
bited to the Houfe, on this Occafion, in the Jour^ 
nals'y and to recite even thefe would be fo tedious^, ^ 

that we forbear the further Mention of them till we 
come'to the final Refult. 

We fhall finifli our Accoimt of the Proceedings 
of the Legal Year 1651, with obferving. That oxx 
the 25th of this Month the Parliament made fome 
further Progrefs in the Bill for Reformation of the 
Laws. An A61 was brought in for taking away 
Pines upon Bills, Declarations, and original Writs; 
another for the more fpeedy Recovery of Rents ; 
.and a third againft cuftomary Oaths; which were . 
all read twice, and committed to the Committee 
before appointed to fl^ on this great Affair. 

The' Afts paffed now were fo few, that we 
-fliall content ourfelves with giving an Abftra(9: 
lof themoft material of them at the End of the 
Year. 

F 3 ^^SA' 
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Xnter-regnum* I O ^ 2 • 

1651. -^ 

.^-*"Yp^ JpriL, Nothing but private Affairs interfering, 
^pw» ^c go on to the 13th of this Month, when a Bill 
was brought in for incorporating of Scotland into 
one Commonwealth and Free State with England i 
and for abolifhing the Kingly Office in Scotland. 
It was read a firft and fecond Time, and committed 
to a large Committee ; but all that came were to 
have Voices in it. 

Some more Additions were made to the Bill for 
regulating the Law ; which went oij very (lowly, 
* It being the Intereft, fays Ludlow^ of the Lawyers 
to preferve the Lives, Liberties, and Eftates of the 
whole Nation in their own Hands. So that upon 
the Debate, adds this Memorialift^ of regiftering 
Deeds in each County, for want of which, within 
a certain Time fix'd after the Sale, fuch Deeds 
fliould be void ; and, being fo regiftered, that Land 
fhould not be fubjeft to any Incumbrance : This 
Word Incumbrance was fo managed by the Law- 
yers, that it took up three Months Time before it 
could be afcertained by the Committee.* ^ 
Vote relating to ^^^ Bufinefs of Tythes was alfo anbther Topic 
Tythcs. this Month ; and, after Debate upon them, the 

Houfe ordered it to be referred to the Committee 
appointed to receive Propofals for the better Propa- 
gation of the Goipel, to confider how a convenient 
and competent Maintenance for a godly and able 
Miniftry may be fettled in lieu of Tythes, and pre- 
fent their Opinion to the Houfe. And- the Que- 
ilion being put that this Claufe be added, * That 
Tythes fhould be paid as formerly, untiU fuch 
/ Maintenance be fettled,' the Houfe divided ; when 

it was carried in the Affirmative, by 27 againft 17. 

May 7. The firft Thing we find remarkable in 
the Proceedings of this Month is, that the Parlia- 
ment, according to Order, took into Confideration 
how the Houfe might b^ fupplied with Members. 

Next 

X Ludlim*t Metwiri, Vol, I. p, wZf. 
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Next they voted, That the Grand Committee for Inter-regnum, 
fettling a certain Time for the Silting of this pre- '^5*- 
ient Parliament, and providing for^fucceflive Par- '^\'^ 
liamerit^, be revived. Accordingly on the 12th 
they refum'd this Bufinefs, and ordered it to be con- 
tinued every TVednefday^ as before. 

May j^. The Coramiffioners fent into ScotlandThe Affairs of 
to fettle AfFairs there being return'd, they this Day ^'^'''^'*'''^- 
gave an Account to the Houfe of their Tranfac- 
tions in that Kingdom ; which were fo fatisfac- 
tory, that the Speaker was ordered to return them 
Thankjs for their extraordinary Care and Pains in 
managing the Affairs of Scotland. Letters of 
Thanks were alfo ordered to be fent to Major- 
General Lamherty Lieutenant General Monckcy 
Alderman Tichhurne^ and Major- General Deane, 
for the fame Services. The Colonels Overton^ 
Ingoldjby^ and Pryde, had 500 /. a-year fettled on 
each of them, out of the forfeited Eftates in Scot^ 
land ; fo that that Nation was now almoft entirely 
fubdued, and made a Fief to the Commonwealth 
of England, 

About this Time a Sea-Fight happened in the A Spa-Fight 
Downsy between the Englijh and' the Dutch i thc'^'^^^^^^Ounbi 
particular Account of which was, on the 21ft, 
communicated to the Houfe in a Letter from Ad- 
miral Blake^ but not enter'd in the Journals. 
Hovyever they voted their Approbation of what the 
Admiral had done in this Affair ; and ordered the 
Council of State to take Care of the ftrengthening 
the Fleet, for the Security and Benefit of the 
Commonwealth. And the npxt Day of Meeting, 
Jlday 25, on a Report from the faid Council, the 
Houfe ordered that 40 Sail of Ships, more than 
were already in the Service of the Commonwealth, 
ifhould be taken on fpeedily, and to employ other 
Forces as they flaould fee Caufe, and to proceed 
vigoroufly. 

About the fame Time with the late Sea-Fight, 
three Ambaffadors from the States arrived at Lon~ 
don^ and were condu(3ed to a public Audience of 

• the 
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fnter-rt^nwD. the Houfe. Mr. Ludlow gives the following ^q- 
1651. count of this Embaffy : * The States Generaf, 
^-'-v-**-' being highly difpleafed with the late Aft of Navi- 
J"f*«* gation paffed by the Parliament, which they ac- 
counted to be a great Obftruftion to their Trad^, 
refolved to leave no Means unattempted to pro- 
cure it to be repealed. To this End they fent 
Who thereupon three ^mbafl'adors to England* ; who pretendir\g 
^*^"th^p ^iL^'^'t^ Defire to finilh the Treaty begun formerly be- 
R . H^ ^"\ween the two States, requeued thgt Things might 
be as they were at the Time of the Parliament's 
Anibaffador's Departure from Holland \ defigning 
thereby that the A<51 lately pafs'd for the Encoq- 
' ragement qf our Seamen (hould be fufpended, and 
pU fuch Merchandizes reftored as had been feized 
from the Dutch by Virtiie of the faid Aft. The 
jParliament refufing to confent to this Propofal, 
the States General gave Orders for the equipping 
a confiderable Fleet, conftfting of abput ico Ships 
of War, giving Notice to the Houfe, by their Am- 
bafladors, of thefe Preparations ; and afliiring them 
that they were not defi^n'd to offend ih^EngliJh- 
Nation, with whom . they defired to maintain a 
friendly Correfpondence ; and that they were pro- 
vided to no other End, than to proteft their owp 
Subjefts in their Trade and Navigation. , But the 
iPa filament, being unwilling to rely upon the Prq- 
rnifes of thofe, who, by their paft and prefent Ac- 
tions,, had manifefted little Friendfhip to them, re- 
ifolved to make what Preparations tfiey could tp 
defend themfelves/ 

June. Moft of this Month is taken up with 
Notes or Inferences, in the yournals^ relating to 
the Tranfaftions between the Parliament and 
Council of State, and the Dutch Amb^ffadors, 
But thefe Notes are fo abftraftedly enter'd, as not 
Xo be capable of an Explanation. . ^ 

8 Their Najncs were Jamei Cam, Lord of Wulpen 5 Gerard 
Schaepj AJderman of Amjierdam ; and Paul Vande Perre^ Coiinfeh' 
lor Penfionary of Middleburgh, The Memorial prefented by theni, 
y/itli tht I'arh'ament's Anfwer, are in Whitiockc Many other IV 
pers, toucliing this Negotiation, are printed in the Firft Volume of 
^i^burlais iStatc Papers, and in Neatif^i Cbronicle* 
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■ After the late Sea-Fight, the States of Holland Int#^-regoum. ^ 
ilifpatched away another Meflenger to the Com- '^5*» 
j^ionwealth of England^ the Lord Pawe^ who took ***'Tj**^ 
upon him the Character of an Ambaffador Extra- ^ 
ordinary, and had Audience of the Houfe accord- 
ingly, on the loth. His Bufinefs was, by what can 
be pick'd out of the yournals^ to expoftulate with the 
Parliament on the late violent Proceedings of the 
Englijb Fleet in the Downsy and to fettle Affairs be- 
tween the two States in an amicable Manner. 

But all thefe Negotiations had no Effefl: ; for ^ 

we find that the Englijh Demands being to have 
Satisfadlion from the Dutch for all Charges and 
Damages this State had fuftained, and been put to 
this Summer, on their Account, the Dutch denied ^ 
to confent to it s And the Ambafladors having de- 
fired to take their Leave of the Houfe, it was grant- 
ed, and done with great Ceremony on the 29th. 
The Council of State was alfo ordered to prepare 
them convenient PafFes and Safe Condudls for their 
Returii homcj and they fet forward that very Night 
for that Purpofe. The Houfe voted their Appro- 
{)ation of the Proceedings of the Council in this 
Affair ; and likewife ordered them to Sraw up and 
prepare a Declaration, to affert the Right of the 
Commonwealth of England in the Sovereignty .of 
the Seas, and to the Fifliery.; to be made \ik of 
when the Parliament fhould fee Caufe. 

Nothing elfe memorable in this Month ^ but, ^,^^ ,,^ ^^„^^ 
. about the Middle of it, the Houfe pais d a Bill forjy Afleflmcnt 
continuing the Affeffment of 90,000/. a Month, contiaucd, 
for fix Months longer. 

yuly, The.War with Holland now began to be 
enter'd into in carneft ; Sir George Ay f cough ^ one 
of the Englift) Admirals, lately returned from re- 
ducing the Plantations to the Obedience of Par- 
liament, fought the Z>z//c/j> Fleet, under Admiral Van 
^rompy and took^ funk, and difperfed 36 Sail of 
their Ships. An Account of which coriiing on the 
f>Xh. of this Month to the Houfe, they ordered that 
a f-ietter of Thanks be written from the Parliament 

t9t 
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Inter-rcgmim. to Sir G^^r^^y^yj^flw^A, taking Notice of his great Ser- 
• \2-^^ vices to the Commonwealth, and that he (hould give 
July. their Thanks alfo to the Officers under him. 

Admiral Blake was fent with a ftrong Squadron 
Northward, to difturb the Dutch Fifljeries on that 
Coaft, where he fought and difperfed their Men of 
War, and took moft of their Fifhing Bufles, ^c, 

July 7. This Day a Declaration of the Parlia- 
ment of t'i=ie Commonwealth of England, relating 
to the Affairs and Proceedings between them and 
the States General of the United Provinces of the 
Low Countries, and the prefent Differences occa- 
fion'd on the States Part ; together with the Papers 
to which this Declaration related, all tranilated in- 
to Latin, Dutch, and French, were ordered to be 
forthwith printed and publifhed. 
Cathedral The Parliament owing large Sums of Money t* 

.t?brpuirdl"n^'Vfrs People, on what was called The Public 
tLodioli} Faith, an Order had been made the i8th of Fe- 

bruary, That all the Cathedral Churches in Eng- 
land, where there were other Churches fufficient 
for the People to meet irt for the Worfhip of God, 
Ihould be furvcyed, pulled down, and the Mate- 
rials fold 3 the Value received for which fhould be 
applied to fet the Poor on Work. And on the 9th 
of this Month a Motion was made for referring it 
to a Committee to confider what Cathedrals were 
fit to ftand, or what to be pulled down, or what 
iPart* thereof j and how thofe Cathedrals, or fuch 
Part of them d$ fhould be pulled down, might be 
applied to the Payment of the Creditors *upon the 
Public Faith i which was agreed to ". But tbefc 

Words^, 

« In confcquence of this Refolution, we find the following Ad» 
vertifemcnt printed in a Diary of thefe Times : 

JU Lichfield, in StafFordfliire, is great Store of Lead to he fold, 
hy reafon of taking doTvn the Cathedral Church or Minfier there, and 
alfo the Belli of the faid Cathedral \ all which ivill be fold worth 
the Money, If any pleafe to repair thither . to buy them, they may 
be ivell ufed in the Price of than. 

But this (iob]e Fabric happened to be preferved from being ut- 
terly ruined by the Sacrilegious Violence of thefe Times 5 and was 
afterwards reftored to its priftine Elegance, by the Care and Gene- 
roHty of BUhop Hacket, as may be few io DXt Pf^ilHii Hifior^ <f 
, Cathedrals^ Vol. I. ^to, p, yj/^ 
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Words,- Collegiate Churches^ being propofed to be Intcr-rcgmmi, 
addedj the Houfe divided, when the latter Build- '^^i- 
ings were voted to be fpared, by the poor Majority ^^"^^^C^ 
of 25 againfl; 21. Another Queftion being put. 
That the Bells of fuch Cathedrals as the Parlja- 
ment (hould think fit to be pulled down, fliould 
be applied to public Ufe, for making Ordnance for • 
Shipping, it paffed in the Negative, by only 23 
againft 21. 

The Parliament had not yet done with fleecing Alfo Money to 
the Royalifts j but feveral more Bills and Additions {j^^'^^jf^^^J^^ 
to Bills for Compofition or Sale of their Eftates,tov?rrd8 carrying 
were ftill going forward, and efpecially at thison the Vutth 
Time, when the Navy they were obliged to main-^"* 
tain againft the Dutch^ took up a great deal of Mo- 
ney to fupport it J aiiiongft which the Roman Ca- 
tholics were rated very high : For on the 20th of • 
4his Month it was refolved. That fuch Papifts De- 
linquents, whofe Eftites (hould be expofed to Sale, 
might compound for them at fix Years Value, and 
then be allowed to fell the whole fo compounded 
for, provided they departed the Nation within one 
Year afterfuchCompofition-, otherwife theirEftates, 
although compounded for, to be ftill fubjeft to the 
Law. And the next Day the Eftates of JVtlliam 
Lord Craven^ Sir Francis Howard^ Sir Edward 
Ratcliffi^ Sir Walter Vavafory and many others, 
(whofe Names are particularized in the Journals) 
were ordered to be fold for the Ufe of the Navy. 

-^Ugnft' The Bufinefs of this Month, feems t9 
run ftill for raifing Money on Delinquents Eftates. 
TJie tfoufe aJfp went upon thp Diftribution of the 
Lands Utely conquered in Ireland^ and appoipte^ 
Oliver Cromwell^ by the Title of Captain-Generai 
of all the Parliament's Forces \ Lieutenant- General 
FUetwoodj as Commander in Chieif under him, la 
Ireland^; Lieutenant-General Ludlow, Miles Cor- 
ffetty Johnjonesy ginijohn Weaver^ Efq'*. Com- 

iniffioner; 

« CrMHwelPs'Waxnnt, appointing Fleetwood to this Command, 
is in ThurUe^s St^tte Paj^frs^ Vol. I. p. ixz. 
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fntcr-regnum* miflioners for ordering and managing the Affairs oT 
'^5^* ^ that Nation, with the following Inftruftions for 
that Purpofe : 



Auguft. 

fnf^rudllons for 
the Commiflion- 
«rs a;)pointed to 
iettlc the Go- 
vernment of /rff- 



I. * ^\T O U are to endeavour, by the beft Ways 
' j[ and Means you can , to preferve the Peace 
of Ireland^ and that the People there may have 
Right and Juftice duiy adminifter'd to them; 
and to that End, as near as the prefent Affairs 
will permit, you are to fee that the Laws of Eng^ 
land, as to Matters of Government and Admini- 
ftration of Juftice, be put in Execution in /rr- 
land: And you are authorized to eredl, allow, 
alter or continue any Court or Courts of Juftice 
or Judicatories, in any Place in Ireland^ with all 
Rights, Powers, Jurifdidttons, Incidents, and Ne- 
ccflaries requifite for th© fame j and to appoint 
and place in every of them fuch Judges, Juftices, 
Officers, and Minifters ; and to appoint for every 
of them rcfpe6Hvely fuch Salaries and Allowances, 
and to iflue forth fuch Commiflions and Depu- 
tations for the Execution thereof, as yoti (hall 
judge needful and moft conducing to the Peace 
and Good of that People, and to the fettling of 
them in Obedience to the Parliament of England^ 
untill further Refolntions be taken by the Parlia- 
ment concerning the fame : And you are to caufe 
fuch Seals to be made and ufed in the Courts of 
Juftice, or for paffing Grants or tranfa<fting Pro- 
ceedings there, as are or fhall be, in that Behalf, 
by the Parliament of the Comn:xonweaIth of Eng-- 
land^ diredled and appointed. 
IL * You are to caufe the Aft, inritled. An ASf 
for fettling of Ireland (whereof feveral printed 
Copies are herewith delivered unto you) to be 
publiflied and difperfed in the feveral Provinces 
of Ireland, in fuch Manner as you fhali think 
fit ; to the End that all the People of that Na- 
tion, concerned therein, may underftand what 
the Intentions of the Parliament are towards 

f theip; and you are to take Care that the fame be 

^ put in Execution accordingly. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of ENGLAND. 93 

III. * You are to * confider of the readied and inter-regnumr. 

* beft Ways for fettling that Country, and prefent i^5*- 

* your Opinions therein to the Parliament as there ^^"T'^^T^ ■ 
'fhallbeCaufe. ^"^uA' 

IV. * You are to endeavour the Promulgatton 

* of the Gofpd and the Power of true Religioit 

* and Holinefs there, and to caufe competent Main- 

* tenance to be allowed and dufy paid out of the 

* public Revenue, to fuch Minifters and Perfons of 

* pious Life and Converfation, and well-affe£kd to 

* the Parlianlent of the Commonwealth of Eng^ 

* landy as are fitly qualified with Gifts for preach- 

* ing the Gofpel, and inftruding of the People 

* there in Godlinefs and Honefty ; and to take 
*Care that all due Protedion, Countenance, an J 

* Encouragement be given thereunto by all hi Au- 

* thority under the Parliament; and to put in Exe- 

* cution all A6ts, Ordinances, and Orders of Par- 

* liament, now in Force, againft Pluralifts, Malig- 

* nants, and fcandalous Minifters. 

V, * You are to confider of all due Ways and 

* Means for the advancing of Learning and train- 

* ing up of Youth in Piety and Literature ; and 
^ * to promote the fame, by fettling of Maintenance 

* upon fit Perfons to be employed therein. 

VL * You are authorized to remove out of any 

* Office or Place of Civil Government in Irelandy 

* any Magiftrate, Governor, Officer, or others, 

* whom you fliall find unfit for the Truft repofed 
' in them, or to be dangerous to this Common- 

* wealth \ and you (hair place others in thcrr room, 

* as you fee Caufe, fitted for fuch Employment, 

* for the better Advancement of the Service of this 

* Commonwealth, and for the Good and Peace of 

* the People thereof. 

VIL ' You are to take Care that no Papift or 

* Delinquent^ or difafFefted Perfons, be entrufted 

* with, or any way employed in, the Adminiftra- 

* tion of the Laws or Execution of Juftice, or of 

* any Office or Place of Truft in Ireland. 

VIII. * You are to take Care that no Papift nor 

* Delin^uenf be permitted, direftly nor indireftly. 
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to practice as Counfcllors at Law, Attornics, or 
Solicitors, nor to keep Schools for the training 
of Youth. 

IX. ' Ybtt are to inform yourfelves of the State 
of the antient Revenue, and all the Profits of for- 
feited Lands mlrelandy and to caufe all Forfeitures 
and Efcheats to be improved for the bcft Advan- 
tage of this Commonwealth ; and to caufe all A£ts, 
Ordinances, and Orders of Parliament, now in 
Force in this Commonwealth, for fequeftring of 
Delinquents and Papifts Eftates, and of all the 
Eflates of Archbifho^T^, Bifhops, Deans and 
Chapters, to be put in Execution in Ireland: 
And alfo to put in Execution all A£ls and Ordi- 
nances of Parliament for the levying and receir 
ving of the Duties of Cuilom and Excife, at the 
fame Rates and Proportions cxprefied in the faid 
A^s and Ordinances for levying the fame in 
England, 

X. ' You are authorized by yourfelves, or fuch 
as you fhall appoint fit for that Purpofe, from 
Time to Time, as you fhall fee Caufe, upon the 
Place, to impofe and lay Taxes and AfiefTments 
upon the Lands and Goods of the People of Ire- 
land^ not exceeding 40,000/. a Month, towards 
the Pay and MaintenajPce of the Army and Gar- 
ri(ons there, and for the defraying of the Public 
Charges, and carrying on the Affairs of this 
Coinmonwealth in Ireland^ in order to the Exe- 
cution of thefeInftru£lions ; and, as much as may 
be, for the Eafe of the Charge of this Common- 
wealth : And you are alfo by yourfelves, or fuch 
as you fhall appoint, to feU and lett all fuch 
Lands, Houfes, and other Hereditaments what- 
foever, m Ireland^ as are, or fhall l>e, in the Dif- 
ppfal of the Parliament of England ; as alfo the 
Rents, liTues, and Profits of all Ecclefiaflical 
Benefices of fugh Minifters as fhall be ejefled, 
and of all fuch other Ecclefiaftical Promotions and 
Benefices as fhall become vacant, and not other- 
wife difpofed of, by ^'^ or Order of Parliament, 
for fuch Timfe or Term of Years, not exceeding. 

* fevea 
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* feven Years ; and at and under fuch Rents and latcr-regnum. 

* other Conditions as you Ihall conceive to be moft ?^5*« 

' for the Public Advantage : And you are to give ^^'TJ*'^^^- 

* fuch Diredlions orlnftruclions as, upon the Place, 

* you fhall think fit, concerning the Public Reve- 

* nue arifing out of that Nation. 

XI. ' You are authorized, by Warrants under 
' your Hands, from Time to Time, to charge the 

* Treafury and Public Re\^nues arifmg out of that 
' Nation, and to difpofe of fo much thereof as you 

* fliall judge neceffary for the carrying on or efFedl- 

* ing of any Thing in thefe Inftru(3:ions, or iri pur- 

* fuance thereof : And you are to appoint Recei- 

< vers, Colledlors, and all Officers and Miriifters 
' needful for the raifing, collefting, receiving, ma- 

* naging, And ifluing of the faid Public Revenue ; 
' and to allow them, and every of them, fitting 

< Salaries for their Service therein ; and your faid 
« Warrant for ifluing out or difpofing of any Sum 

< or Sums of Money out of the laid Revenue,' 
« fliall be a fufficient Difcharge to the faid Officers 

< refpeftively for the fame ; all other Warrants for 

* Payment of the Army, either in Money or Pro- 

* vifions, or the incident Charges thereof; and 

* likewife all Warrants for Ammunition to be <te- 

< livered out of the Public Stores, being to be iflued 

< by the Commander in Chief of the Forces in Ire- 

* land. 

XII. ' You are to caufe to be put in Execution, 
' efFedlually, all Laws now in Force againft the 

* counterfeiting, clipping, wafhing, or debafing of 

* Coin ; and are impowered to put forth Procla- 

< raations, as you Ihall think fit, for fuppreffing 

* thereof. 

XIII. * You are, from Time to Time, to com- 

* miffionate and appoint Judges, Juftices, Com- 

* miffioners, Minifters, and fuch other Perfons as 

* you flialt judge requifite for putting in Execution 

* all and every of thefe Inftruftions ; and to order 

* and appoint them fitting Salaries and Allowances 

* for the fame, with Regard had to the Eafe of the 

* Charge of this Commonwealths and, from Time 
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Jfttcr-Tegniim, < jq Time, to remove and difplace them, or any cf 
^ '^^^ ^ * them, and place others in their Room, as you 
Auguft. * fttall feeCaufcj for the Public Service there. 

XIV. * You are hereby authorized and impow- 

* ered to creS and make Ufe of, or command, any 

* Prcfs or Prcffes there for printing and puWifhing 

* any Proclamations, Declarations, Orders, Books, 

* or other Matters, which you fhall think fit for the 

* Public Service i and to prohibit the \J{^ thereof* 

* by any Pcrfon, or in Cafes where you (hall fee 

* Caufe. 

XV. * You are authorized to fend for, in fafe 

* Cuftody, and to commit to Prifon, or otherwife 

* to reftrain, fuch Perfons in Ireland^ ( not under 
« Military Command) whom you fhall at any 

* Time find to be any^ ways dangerous to this 
*• Commonwealth j and fuch as fhall be by you 

* imprifoned, or reftrained, to rel6afe and difcharge 

* out of Prifon, or Reflraint, again, at any Time 

* when you fhall fee Caufe to do the fame for the 

* Advantage of the Public Service : And you are' 

* authorized to remove from their Places of Habi- 
> tat ion, and to fend into England^ or fuch other 

* Places as you fhall thliik fit, any Peffons whofe 

* Refidence in thofe Parts from whence ihey are to 

* be removed, you fhall judge dangerous to this' 

* Commonwealth, or prejudicial to the Authority 

* thereof, or the Peace of that Nation : And you 

* may give Licence to any Perfons that fhall be by 

* youfo removed, to return again to their Places 

* of Refidence, or Habitation ; at any Time wheri 

* you fhall fee Caufe, for the Advantage of the 

* Public Service there. 

XVI. * You are authorized, by yourfelves, or 

* fuch as you fhall depute or appoint for that Pur- 

* pofe, to adminifler any Oath or Oaths to any 

* Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, in purfuance of 

* thefe Ipftruftions, or in order to the Execution 

* thereof. ^ 

' XVII. * You are to confide r, with the Com- 
' * mander in Chief, of all due Ways 3f)d Mean? 

* for leffcning the Public Charge of the Common- 
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*' wealth there, either by reducing the Forces in- inter 

* to fewer Regiments, diibanding Supernumera- ^^s* 

* ries, derftolifhing of CalHes or Garrifons, or ^^"T""^- 

* by moderating and regulating the prcfent Efta- "^** ' 

* bJiftwnent of the Pay for the faid Forces ; or by , 

* taking away any other fuprrfluous Charge of what 

* Kind foevcr, wherewith the Pubh'c Revenue is 

* charged ; and to put thie fame into Pradlice and 

* Execution, with fuch convenient Speed as the , 

* Condition of Affairs will admit, and as you find 

* the fame may ftand with the public Safety and 

* Advantage* 

. XVIII. ' You are authorized to be prcfent at 
** all Councils of War, and to give fuch Advice za 

* you fliair fee Caufe. 

XIX. * All Officers and Soldiers of the Forces 

* of this Commonwealth in Ireland^ and all other 

* Perfons refiding or being there, within the Power* 

* and Protedlion of this Commonwealth, arehere- 

* Jby commaridcd to be aiding and aflifting to you 

* for the better Execution of thefe Inftruftions. 

XX. ' You are to gave frequent and timely No- 

* tice of your Proceedings in the Execution of thefc* 

* InftruSions, unto the Parliament, or to the Coun- 

* cil of State. 

XXI. * You are to take effeSual Care for the 

* Prefervation of the Timber in Ireland -^ and to ufc 

* all fuch Ways and Means for preveiKing the 

* Mifchidfs and Inconveniences by felling Timber 

* there, as you fhall think fit/ 

Whilff the Parliament was employed in debating 
the foregoing Inftrwftions, on the 13th of this 
Month a Petition was prefentcd to them ^y Com- ^ ^^^^.j^^^ 
miflary-General Whalleyj in the Name of theo^^^^"*^ ^ 
Council of Officers of the Army. The Contents Army, 
of this Petition are not fet down in the Journals : 
But Mr. Whitlacke informs us th^t it confifted of 
the folFowing Particulars : '* 

I. « That fpeedy and cffeflual Means might 
be tifed for propagating the Gofpel ; profane and 
Icandalous Minifters to be outcd y good Preachers 

Vol. XX. G en- 
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Inter-regnum. encoupged. Maintenance for them ptovidcd, an<t 
i<>55. Tithes taken away. 

2. * For Regulation of the Law; To dcfire thati 
tvhat the Committee for it had propounded, might 
be debated, and Encouragement given to them. 

3. ' That profane, fcandalous, and difaffec- 
ted Perfons, in all Places, of Authority^ °^'S)^^ ^^ 
removed by Act of Parliament; and well:affc6ted. 
Perfons put In j and all to be fuch as feared God 
and hated Covetoufnefs. 

4. ' To redrcfs Abufes in the Colle^Sling and. 
Management of the Excifc. 

5. ' That Public-Faith Debts be juftly fatisfi- 
cd ; and lirft to the poorer Sort, before any more 
of the, public Revenue be given away to particu* 
Jar Perfons. 

6. * For dating the Accounts and fatisfying-thc-. 
Arrears of Soldiers, and Qare for maimed Soldiers>- 
and Widows and Children of Soldiers flain. 

7. ' That all Articles of War given to the E-, 
nemy might be made good. 

8 * That the public Revenue might be brought 
into one Treafury, with the Oincers to be appoint-* 
ed by Parliament ; and their Receipts and Dilburfe- 
mcnts rublifhed half yearly. 

9. ' That a Committee be appointed, out of the 
floufe, to confuler of unneceflary Offices and Sa- 
laries. . . , 

10. ' For fetting the Poor to work, punifhiAig. 
• Beggars, and providing for the Impotent. 

XI, ' For Liberty, in Corporations, for thofe 
who have ferved the Parliament to ufe manual Oc-, 
cupations. 

12. * For Qiialifications of fuch as fhall fit iiv 
future Parliaments.' 

for which they The E[oufe received thefe Military Petitioners 

receive the fcemingly with great Refpedl, for they not only* 

Itolt' ""^ ^^^ referr'd their Petition to a Committee, buforder'd 

the Speaker to return hearty Thanks to. them for" 

their good Affe<Sions exprefled therein to the Pub* 

tic; Notwithftanding which MvJVbiihcke informs 
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bsi * That many were unfatisficd with this Peti- inter-r^gnUm^ 
tion, looking upon it as improper, if not arrogant, '^5^- 
from the Officers of the Army to the Parliament, ^— — v-— ^ 
their Matters : And that C;77;7r«;^// was advifed to ^*=P^«'«^"* 
ftop this Way of petitioning by the Officers of the 
Army with their Swords in their Hands, ltd, irt 
Time, it might come too home to himielf : But 
that he feemed to flight this Advice, or rather to 
have ibme' Defign on fdot, and put the Soldiery 
upon preparing the Way for him.' A Conjec- 
ture fully verified by the Event. 

All the Nations and States in Europe had, one 
Time or other, fince the Commencement of the 
EngUJh Commonwealth, fent AmbalTadors or En- 
voys, either to compliment them on their aflumed 
Power, or to renew old Treaties with them in re- ' 
gard of Trade and Commerce, except France \ 
againft whom an Kik had been parted, prohibiting 
the Importation of any Wines, Wool, or Silk 
ifrom that Kingdom. This Aft had continued in^ , ^ ^a 
Force for feme Time; and, as has been before re-^i2iVrj»tfr< 
mark'd, a War with Portugal being on foot, the | 
Englijb muft have been fupplied with their red 
Wines from the Dutch : But this Channel being 
alfo ftopp'd up by the late War entered into againit 
the StateSy the Parliament feemed obliged to open 
the old Courfe, or drink no Claret. The Houfe 
therefore voted, That Liberty and Licence be gi- 
ven for a free Trade and Commerce with France^ 
to Tuch Ports of that Kingdom, and under fuch Re- 
ftriSions, as the Council of State fhould think fit; 
and an Aft to be prepared accordingly* 

Another Sea-Fight happened between Q\t Eng- 
UJh and Dutch Fleets, near Plymouth^ about the 
Middle of this Month, of which fome flight No- 
tice, is taken in the Journals ; but none fignificant 
enough to make us think it was with any great * 

Advantage to the EngUJh, 

September'^. This Day the Annual Thankf- 

^ving, appointed laft Year to be kept for giving 

Thanks to Almighty God for many Mercies, p<^r- 

ticuiarly for the great Viftories vouchfafed untor 

G a their 
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intCTiwgnum. their Forces at (Vorcefler^on the third Day of Sep^ 
.'-f^- . iemtery l65i» and at Dunbar on the fame Day, 
iSbe/i^ ^^S<^> was obfervcd with great Solemmty. 

The Parliament had now got a new foreigrt 
Enemy, by Admiral Blake's fighting and beating 
the French Fleet, and taking feveral of their Ships: 
But, on the 8th, the Houft ordered th« French Of- 
' fleers. Soldiers, and Seamen taken in them, to be 
Vent home to their own Country. 
/ 
,.^ ^ Some o£ the Articles contained in the laft Feti* 
tion of the Army to the Parliament begin now to 
break out : F^or, on the 1 4th, a Report was made 
from the Committee to whom the faid Petition was 
r<:fcrred, of the State of the Proceedings of the 
Grand Committee upon the Bill for fixing a Time 
for the DifTokition of this Parliament, and the pro- 
viding fucceffive Parliaments ; but nothing was yet 
concluded upon touching this important Bufinefs/ 

The reft of this Month was chiefiy taken ujy 
with Proceedings on the Bill for the Sale ofrDelin- 
quents Eftates, which was not yet ended. A GalJ 
of the Houfe was ordered to be on the third oi No- 
vember fiext; and a P(5r/flrjfi7/ Anrbaffadof , named 
yean Rcderico^ Comes de Camera^ had an Audience^ 
feting introduced vtr'rth the ufual Ceremonies. 

OMer r. The Council of State reprcfehted ta 
*h6 Houfe the diftraftedCondition thfeTreafury was 
in at this Time, by reafon of which rhey could npt 
manage thofe Affairs th^ Parliament had trommrtted 
to them : They therefore humbly .reminded the 
Houfe of refuming the Confideratron of a Bill' de- 
pending before them, relating to that Btxfinefs;. as; 
;fl(b concerning the executory Part of the Admi- 
ralty, many Difiicukies arifing from the Way iji 
which it Was then managed. 

Hereupon the Houfe ordered ft e GomnMCtec for 
that Bill' ta be reviyed ;. to. meet-that Alttrnoco}, 
and to, bring. in theName» of fuch Perfons for Su- 
pervifors of the Treafury, as they iboxfld think 
^ on chat- D^y Sc'^^htj an4. th^ {aD>e for 

• the 
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the Navy* Then the Queftion being 'put. That later-regwiiiu 
ro Pcrfa»« to be named for the Navy ibould be '^ 5** ^ 
Members of Parliament, it paflcd in the Negative, ^"^^^^ 
by 19 againft 17. The fame Queftion being .put 
for the Treafury, it was carried in -the Negative, 
without any dDivlfion. 

A Dcpiitatioh of 2,1 Commiifioncrs from 5ffl/*DepntiP8 come 
iand came up Xxy*London about this Time, and wcre^P^'^®"™*^^'^'^"'' 
lodg'd in mjimmft,r hy theParliament'-s Owlers. jfj^rm^ubout 
Thefe Gentlemen came to treat with the Parlia-tbe intended u- 
nicnt about the intended Union between the two"''^. ^^ ^^ ^* 
Nations : And, to that £nd, the Houfe appointed ^*'^'' 
twelve of their Members, whereof feven to be of 
the ^QYum^ to meet wiith thefc Deputies^ to pe* 
Tufe their Commiffion, and fee that it wa^ in pur* 
iuance of, and according to^ a Declaration of Par* 
lii .^ ent lately publiihed. ft was alfo refolved that 
the j'aid Committee fhould confer with thePcrfc«8 
fo deputed^ report to the Parliament their Pfi>- 
ceedingSy and receive their further Dire«Si<Dn8 in 
(heiaiHe: And that the Council of State fhould 
give tfaeir.Warrantsfof Monpy to defray the ne* 
ceffary Chaj:ges of this Service. In the Engllfa 
Commtffion wea-e theLotd Chief Juilice &. J9hn^ 
Sir Henny Kanej ]\m. Col. Giorgg Fe^^wuk^ Ma- 
jor Richard Saiivay^ Sir Jrthur Heftlrigge^ the 
J>ords Commiffiojiers tVhitkc^e and Lijle^ the 
Lord- General Cr^mwell^ MsyxK-General Harrifon^ 
i^xA. Sidfify, Mr* Thomas S^oits, 2indQo\,Matf/n, 
-who were to meet the Scots Deputies in the late 
Houfe 'Of XiOrds% 

lAt.Ludlmv writes, * That this Propqfition of 
Union- was cbcarfuHy accepted -by the moft judi- 
cious of the Scots Natioi), wh^o well underftopd 
whjBt a-greQt Condecenfion it was in the P^lia- 
extent of Englmd^ to perm it. a People they «had con- 
quered to have a Share withfhem in the Legifia- 
tive Power*/ But the Sc^i Clergy^' «s another 
jContempbrary informs us^, protefted againft this 

. -, • G 3 Uttion, 

« Heath*s CbronicU, p. 3O7.-*— This Autl^or (p. 325.) iuforma 
n%. That, iGMne Time Jftcf, the Genewl AJfl'embly of the Kirk hi- 
Yin$ coBveoni themfelvei at £dijtlitrgh, ^ith as much Autfcouty a& 
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Jhter-regnum. Union, * Left fuch an Incorporation fhould dravr 
i6<;2. vs^ith it a Subordination of the Kirk to the State in 
the Thintrs of CljrlftJ However, the Scats were 
forced not only to fend Deputies to bring down fuch 
Laws to them as their Conquerors thought proper 
to give, but alfo to fubmit to be tax'd by the Com- 
monwealth of England. For, 

0^» 26. Upon a Report from the Lord-Com- 

An AfTlrfrmcnt of miffioner Whitlocke^ the Houfc refolved. That a 

l^rXtaifu .monthly AfleflTnent of io,ooo/. Sterling be hid 

on Yc^t/j*a. "^ Upon Scotland', but with a particular Refped to 

the Eafe of fuch Places as had or ihouid comply 

with the Parliament's Tender of an Union, not 

' only in rep;arJ of quartering of Soldiersf, but alfo of 

abating their particular Afieilments. 

The Parliament had H high DIfpute this Month 
with the King of Denmark, who was then influ- 
enced againft them by the States General. Schfne 
of our Merchant-Ships, on their Returfi from the 
Baltic, having, for Fear of the Dutch Fleet, put 
into Copenhagen, under the Prote6Hon of the Damjh 
tiS'pJnZrk ^'"?' ^he Parliament fent out a Fledt of 18 Sail to 
'■ * convoy thofe Merchants home, but the Danes re- 
fufod to deliver them ; whereupon the Englijh 
Fleet returned without them. This occafioned a 
Remonftrance from the Parliament to the King of 
Denmark, about the detained Ships ; and he fcnt 
over two Ambaffadors to England, who had Au- 
dience of the Houfe. All we can learn by the 
iliort Hints in the journals, concerning their Em- 
baffy, is only this : That it was not pleaflng to ei- 
ther Side ; for, on the 2gth, thefe Ambaffadors took 
their Leave and departed. 

Two printed Pamphlets, or Books, gave the 

Houfe fome Uneafinefs at this Time; one intitled, 

An Anfwer to the Declaration of the imagmary jPtf r- 

* liament ^fthe unknown Commonwealth ^England. 

The 

formerfy, and falling into a hundred Fradtions, Lieut. CoU Cetterel 
Yvas lent to difmifs them from their Seats j which he roundly did, 
charging them, upon their Peril, not to attempt any fuch farther 
Mectint; j and, to that Purpofe, not any three ofthem ihouid pre- 
fuj^p iQipeet pr b^ fecn together, 
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TTlie other called Merlini Anglici EphcmerU ; or» Inter: regnma. 
Jftrologkal Pr editions for the Tear 1653. By '^S*- 
William Lilly y Student in Aftrology. l>.e Par- 
Jiament referred them both to the Council of State 
to find out the Authors, Printers, ^V/and report 
their Opinions of it to the Houfe. 

November, The Parliament went new upon 
Ways and Means to raife Money for carrying on 
the Dutch War, without laying more Taxes on the 
Public. This made the Cafe of the poor Delin- jj^'||^'^^'J'e Jj„ 
>quents much harder, for they fcarched into thofeLanJj'^ordcied t« 
Forfeitures, throughout England, with great StriA- be fold. 
iiefs and Severity : Infomuch, that an infinite 
Number of Names are mentioned in the Journals 
of this Month, of thofc unhappy Perfons who wer^ 
"to be put in an additional Bill for Sale of thc'u* 
Eftates in every Part of the Nation, in which the 
Royal Palaces, i^c, were included ; for an Order 
was made^That //)'«^^-Ptfr^, Enfield- Chace, Ha.vp- 
ionrCourt^ Bujhy-Park^ Greenwich with its Ap- 
purtenances, and fyindfor-CaftU^ ihould be fold 
for ready Money. A Motion v/as alfo made for 
the.S^lle of Somerfet' Houfe 'j but, upon the Qiie- 
ftion, it was fayed, by a Divifion of 34 againft 19. 

The Eleflion for a new Council of State was 
alfo, according to annual Cuftom, carried through 
this Month. The Serjeant at Arms, with his Macc^ 
was ordered to go out and fummon all the Mem- 
t>ers in JVeJlminlUr-llall^ and the Parts adjacent, 
to attend the Houfe. The Doors were then or- 
dered to be fliut, when the Number of Members^ ^«^^^°'^^^]* 
prefent appeared to be 1231. The 21 Members ^ *- * 

of the Council, to be continued for the Year enfu- 
•ing, were, the Lord-General Cromwell^ Lord - 
CommffionetfVhitUcke^ Lord Chief Juftice St.John^ 
liord Chief Juftice Rolle^ Sir Henry Fane^ jun, 
S\t Jrthur Hafelriggey Thomas Scott ^ Herbert Mor^ 
ley^ and Dennis Bond^ Efq""*. Col. Purefoy^ J^^^^ 
Bradjhaw^ Serjeant at Law,- John Gurdotij Efqj 
L»ord-CommifIioner L//7^, Col. TP^auton^ S'w James 
Harrington^ Sir PFilliam Ma/bamt Thomas Chalo- 

ner '^ 
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Intw.regiwm. „^r and Robert fFalhp^ Eftj^'* Sir GUhrt Pickil^ 
^ ' ^^ ing^ Sir Pr//r IVentworth^ and Nicholas Love^ £^1; 
jJ^^^^JJ^ The 20 new Members, now elpfled, were, 
Robert Goodwin^ Efq; Aldernaaa JiUffy Cqlojoel 
Thompforty tFaJter StricklandyZ{i\\ ^\x Hxnry Mi Id- 
may y Major-General Skippan^ Lord Grey^ Col. 5/V- 
»fy, Edmund Prideauxy Efq; Attorney- General » 
Sir John Trevor^ Cql. Nortun^ Thomas hifijiry^tij^ 
CoK Ingoldjby^ ^'wjohn Bourchur^ .If^U'tam Earl of 
t^alifiury^ TVilliam Cawiey^.^{(\^ Sir fP^iili am Brtre'\ 
ton^John Fielder and William S^y^ Efq'^ and Ma- 
jor-General Hurrifon. 

ADiilngtje^* Amongft the Tranfaclions of this Month, 

tween Cromwell Mr. IVhitlocke has givcn US a long Dialogue be- 

coLrrfn'^^'th^^ ^^^^" C? c;kk;^// and himfelf. upon theGxaad Qye- 

former"B"aJcing ftion. Whether any Meafure could be ha upon for 

theCiownupon fettling the prefent Diftraftions of the Nation, but 

i^rof^lf, ^y Dillblving the Parliament and Reftoring of M<i- 

narchy : And how far it would be fafc for Crpm- 

%velly in fuch Cafe, to take the Crovyn uppn him- 

felf ? This Dialogue is in itfclf fo extienaely iote- 

refting, and contributes fo -much to the Dlultration 

of fome import,ant Events now haftening^ upon us, 

that the Length thereof will be no Excufe for the 

Oipiflion of it. We fliall therefore give it at large 

in Mr. IVhitlocke^ s own Words : 

* It was about this Time that tKe Ix)r>d-General 
Cromwelly meeting with /;?^^/V/^c>f^,falutedbiin with 
jnore than ordinary Courtefy.; and .Jefired him to 
walk afide with him, that they might .have fomc 
private Difcourfe together, Whittoch waited on 
him, and he began the Difeourfe betwixt thooi, 
which was to this Effcd : 

CaoMWELt. iWyXiyrJWhitloqfce, IkuavJ your 
Faithfulnefs and Engagement in the fafne good Cauft 
Ujith my f elf and the rfji of our Friends ^an^l kn$i» 
y our Ability in Judgment y and your particular Friend' 
/hip and AJfeifion for me ; indeed I am fuffici&ntif 
fatisfied in thefe Things. y and therefore I defire to ad^ ' 
'oife with you in thg main and mpfi if^oriant Affairt 
tjf Jawing to our pr^Jent Condition:^ 

' ^ Whit- 
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-WhttlocK*. Thar ExcelUncy hath knoavn me latcr-reiniM, 
/p^, and I think will fay that y^u never knew any , '^^^ ^ • 
Ut/fairhfuhgfs or Breach ofTruJi by me j and for my jJovcoibof 
p^rrticular Affection to your Perjon^ your Favours to 
me^ and your public Servicesy havedeffrved rnore 
than Iran manifeji ; only there is^ with your Favour^ 
U Alijlake in this one Things touching my weak Judg- 
ment ^ which is uncapabh to do any conftderable Ser-; 
vic£ for yourfelf or this Commonwealth ; yet^ to the 
utmoft of my Power ^ I fhall be ready to ferve you^ 
and that with ell Diligence and Faiihfulnefs. 

Cromwell. I have Caufe to be^ andam^ with- 
out the Uajl Scruple of your Faithfulnefs^ and I know 
your Kindnefs to. me your old Friend^ and your Abi- 
lities to ferve the Commonwealth ^ and there are 
sncugh befides me that can tejiify it : And I believe 
cur Engagements for this Commonwealih have been^ 
and are^ as deep as^moji Men's ; and there never was 
more Need of Advice^ and f olid hearty Counfel^ than 
the prifent State of our Affairs doth require. 

Whitlocke. I fuppofe no Man will mention 
his particular Engagement in this Caufe ^ at the fame 
Time when yci^r Excellency s Engagement is remem- 
iered\ yet to my Capacity^ and tn my Station^ few 
Men have engaged further than I have done \ and 
ibat J(hefide$ the -Qoodnefs of your own Nature and 
perfrnal Knowledge of me) will keep you from any 
Jealaufy of my Faith fulnefs , 

Cromwell. Iwifh there were no more Ground 
€f Sufpieion of other s^ than of you. I can truft you 
ojuith my Life^ and the moft fecret Matters relating 
to out Bufinefs 5 arul to that End I have now defired 
a little private Difcmrfe with you ^ and really ^^ my 
Lordy there is very great Caufe for us to conjider ih^ 
dangerout Condition we are all in^ and how to make 
good our Statiofiy to improve the Mercies and Suc^ 
ceffes which God hath given us ; and not to befooled 
^ut of them again y nor to be broken in Picas y by our 
f articular far rings and Animofities one againjl an-- 
^thtr; but to unite our Counfeisy and Hands and 
Heart Sy to make godd what we have fo Mark bought ^ 
with fo much Hazard^ Bloody and Treafure ; and 

that, 
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ihat^ the Lord heevlng given us an intlre Canque/l 
ever our Enmiesy we fljould not now hazard all again 
by our private Janglings^ and bring thofe Mi/chiefs ' 
upon ourfelvesy which our Enemies could never da, 

Whitlocke, My Lordy I look upon ourprefent 
Danger as greater than ever it was in the Fields and 
(as your Excellency truly obferves) our Pronenefs to 
deftroy ourfelves^ when our Enemies could not do it. 
It is no Jlrange Thing for a gallant Army^ as yours 
is, after full Conqueji of tlnir Enemies ^ to grow into 
Fa^ions and ambitious Dejigns ; and it is a Wonder 
to me that they are not in high MutinieSy their Spi- 
rits being a£fivey and few thinking their Services to 
be duly rewarded, and the Emulation of the Officers 
breaking out daily more and more^ in this Time of 
their Vacancy from their Employment ; htftdesy the 
private Soldiers, it may be feared, willy in this Time 
of their Idlenefs^ grow into Diforder\ and it is your 
excellent Conduce which, under God, hath kept them 
fo long in DifcipUne, and free from Mutinies, 

Cromwell. I have ufed, andjhall ufe, the ut- 
mofi of my poor Endeavours to keep them ail in Order 
and Obedience. 

Whitlocke. Tour Excelkncy hath done it hi- 
therto even to Admiration. 

Cromwell. Truly God hath hlejfed me in it ex- 
ceedingly, and I hope laill do Jo fiill. Your Lotd- 
Jhip hdth ohferved moji truly the Inclinations of the 
Officers of the Army to particular Factions, and, to 
Alurmurings that they are not rewarded according 
to their Deferts ; that others, who have, adventured 
leaji, have gained moft j and they have neither Pro- 
fit, nor Preferment, nor Place in Government, which 
others hold, who have undergone no Hard/hips nor 
Hazards for the Commonwealth ; and herein they 
have too much of Truth, yet their' Infolency is very 
great, and their Influence upon the private Soldiers 
works them to the like Difccntents and Murniur- 
ings. 

Then as for the Members of Parliament, t/?e Army 
begins to have a Jlrange Dijlafie againft them, and I 
^ifi therffwere not too much Caufe for it\ and really 
" ' thdr 
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their Pndey and Amhitiony and Self-feektng^ ingrof- inter-regnuni, 

Jing all Places of Honour and Profit to themf elves and 1654. 

their Friends^ and their daily breaking yorth into 

ne'W and violent Parties and FaSiions ; their Delays 

trf Bujinefsy and Defigns to perpetuate themfelves^ 

and to continue the Power in their own Hands ; their 

meddling in private Matters between Party and 

Party^ contrary to the Injlitution of ParliamentSy 

and their Injujiice and Partiality in thofe Matters^ 

and the ftandahus Lives of fome of the Chief of 

them ; thefe Things ^ my Lord^ do give too much 

Ground for People to open their Mouths againjl 

therriy and to diflike them. Nor can they be kept 

tvithin the Bounds of Jujlice^ Law^ or Rea[on\ 

they themfelves being the Supreme Power of the Na- 

tioHy liable to no Account to any^ nor to be controuled 

cr regulated by any other Power ^ there being none fu^ 

peri or, or co-ordinate with them: So that^ unkfs 

there be fome Authority and PoWer fo full and fo 

' high as to refirain and keep Things in better Order^ 

find that' may he a Check to thefe Exorbitancies, it 

tvilt be impojjible^ in human Reafony to prevent our 

Ruin, 

Whitlocke. I confefs'the Danger we are in by 
thefe Extravagances and inordinate Powers is more 
than I doubt is generally apprehended \ yet as to that 
Part of it which concerns the Soldiery, your Excel- 
lency^s Power and CommiJJion is fufficient already to 
reftrain and keep them in their due Obedience 5 and^ 
blejfed be God, you have done it hitherto j and I doubt 
not but, by your fVifdom, you will be able Jiill to do it. 
As to the Members of Parliament ^ I confefs the 
greateji Difficulty lies there;. 'your Commijfton being 
from them, and they being acknowledged the Supreme 
Power of the Nation, fubjeSf to no Controuls, nor 
allowing any Appeal from them : Yet I am fur e your 
Excellency loill not look upon them as generally de- 
•braved \ too many of them are much to blame in thofe 
Things you have mentioned, and many unfit Things 
have pajjed among them ; but I hope well of the ma-^ 
jar Part of them y vqhen grtat Matttrs come to a De^ 
fijion^ 
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loter-rcpwim. Cromwell. My Lordy ibere is UttU Hopts kf 
K ^f^ ^ govdS^tUment to kt made by tbem^ reaUy there is 
•Ncw«nbwi ^^^ \ ^"^ ^ greai deed of f'ear^ that they will deftrof 
again what the Lcrd bath done gracioujly for them 
and us ; ^e aU forget God^ ^dGo,d will forget Ws 
and give us up to Confvjkn ; and thefe Men wHi help 
it on, if they be fuffered to proceed 4n their Ways \ 
fome Coiirfe muji he tbou^jt ion to curb and reftrain 
them, etr we Jhall he ruined by them. . 

WhjtloCXE. iVe ourfei^es hsive acknowledged 
them the Supreme Power^ and taken our Commif" • 
Jisns and Authority in the bighefi Conceriiments from 
them \ ajtd how to reflrain and curb them after thisy 
it will be hard tt find out 'a JVay for it, 

Cromwell. P^l^at if a Man Jhould take upon 
him to be King ? 

WiUTLOCKE. / t^ink ihat Remedy vjotdd bt 
SJUorfe than the Difeafe, 

CrO'MWELL. Ti4fy do you think fo ? 

WhitlocKE. ^s to your own Perfon the Titie 
^J Kifig would be of no Advantage y bccaufe you bav$ 
the full Kingly Power in you already^ cjoxuitruing the 
Militiay as you are General, As to the Nomination 
of Civil Qffiarsy thofe whom ydu think fitt^fi crrefel- 
aom refufed ; and altho* you have no l^egattve r»te 
4n the pafftng of Laws ^ yet what you difike tuijl not 
daftly be carried ; and the Taxes are already fetikdy 
and in your Power to difpofe the Money raifed. And 
4if to Foreign Affairs^ though the ceremoniai Appli- 
cation be made to$he Parliament y yet the Expectation 
tfgood fr bad Succefs in it is frt^nt your Exoeiiency ; 
, and particular Solicitations />frOr£rgn Minivers are 

made to you only : So that I apprehendy indeedy lefs 
Envy and Dang^r^ and Powfy bxt not lefs Bower^ 
and real Oppprlunithes of doing Good' in your being^ 
Ceneraly than would be if you bad affunud the Title 
ef King. 

Cromwell. I have hard fjome of your Profef- 
Jion -obfervcy That he zvho is ioJlually Kingy whether 
by EleSiioH or by Defcenty yet being once King, all 
A€fs done by him m King are as lawful <snd juflifi" 
able as by any King who hath the Crown by Inherit 
- ' tancc 
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tance fnm his Fpref others : And that hy an A£f of IttterHmfntonw 
ParlihTmnt in Hpnry the' Seventh^ s Time^ it is fafir '^S*« 
for thoje who a£l under a King^ he his Title what it ^JT^'^CT"^ 
zvill^ than for thofe wha a€i under anyotb^r Power* ^ 
And farely the^ Power of a King is fi great and high^ 
€»nd Jo univerfally und4rJio<fd and reveremtd by the 
People of this Nation^ that the Title of it might not 
tRzly indemnify y in a great Meafure^ thofe that A£f 
under ity but iihewife- he of great Ufe and Advantage 
in fuch Times af thefe^ 'to curb the Infotence^ of thofe 
ixjbont the prefent flowers cannot contronl, or at leajl' 
mre the Perfins ihemfelves who are thus infolent. 

Whitlocke* I agree in the general what you 
ure plea fed to obfcrve as to this Title of King ; but 
u/hether far your E^ctellency to- take tms Title upon 
you, as Things now are, will be for the Ocod and 
jtdxfantage either of yourfelf and Friends^ or of 
the Commonwealth, I do very much doubt ; notwith* 
Jianding that Jul of Parliament, II. Hen. Vlf, 
tvhich will be little regarded^ or obferved to us by our 
Enemies^ if they Jbould come to get the uppefr Hani 
€f uu ^ 

(JROMWELt. IVljat do you apprehend would he 
the Danger of taking this Title ? 

WHrrLOCKE. ^< Danger^ I think, would be 
this: One of the main' P tints of Controverfy betwixt 
us and our Adverfaries is, whether the Government 
of this Nation Jhall be ejiablijhed in Monarchy, or in 
u Free State or Commonwealth', and moji of our 
friends have engaged with us upon the Hope$ of ha* 
vihg the Government fettled in a Free itate, and to 
eff^Sl that have undergone all their Hazards and 
Difficulties, they being perfuaded, though I think 
much mifiaken, that under the Government of a Cozn^ 
moHWfiolth they Jhall enjoy more Liberty and Rights 
b\>tb^ as to their Spiritual and Civil Concernment s^ 
than they Jhall under Monarchy ; the Preffurev and ' 
jyijlik^ wherepf are fo frejh in their Aiemories and 
Sitjferines. 

Ifow if yffur Excellency Jhould take upon you, the' 
Title of King, this State of your Caufe will be there- 
by wholly determined^ and Monarchy ejiablijhed in 

your 
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tjiter-regnQini your Pirfon ; and the ^ejlion will be no *mor€ whe^ 
ther our Governmtnt Jhali he by a Monarch , or by a 
Free State^ but whether Cromwell or Stuart Jhali 
be our King and Monarch. 

And that ^ejiion^ wherein before fo great Par- 
ties of the Nation were engaged^ and which was uni- 
verJaU ^ill by this Means become^ in effeSiy a pri- 
vate Controverfy only. Before it was Naticnalj 
IVhat Kind of Government we Jhauld have^ now it 
will become particular^ Who jhali be our Governor ^ 
whether of the Family of the Stuarts, or of the Fa- 
mily of the Cromwells .' 

Thus the State of our Controverfy being totally 
changed^ dll thofe who were for a Commonwealth 
(and they are a very great and confiderable Party) 
having their Hopes therein frujlratedy will defert 
you ; your Hands will be weakened^ your Interejl 
Jiraitenedy ond your Caufe in apparent Danger to be 
ruined, 

CROMWfeLt. i confejs you fpeak Reafon in this\ 
but what other Thing can you propound that may 
obviate the prefent Dangers and Difficulties wherein 
we are all engaged f 

Whitlocke. It will be the greateft Difficulty to 
find out fucb an Expedient. I have had many Things 
in my private Thoughts upon this Bujtnefs^ fome of 
which perhaps are not fit ^ <^rfafe^for me to commu- 
nicate. 

Cromwell. 1 pray^ my Lord^ what are they? 
You may truft me with them ; there jhali no Prejudice 
come to you by any private Difcourfe betwixt us ; / 
fhall never betray my Friend \ you may be as free with 
me as with your own Hearty and Jhali never fuffer 
by^ it. 

Whitlocke. I make no Scruple to put my Life 
and Fortune into ydur Excellency's Hand; and fo 1 
^ jhally if I impart thefe Fancies to you, which are 
we,aky and perhaps may prove offenfive to your Ex- 
cellency i therefore my bejl Way will be to fmother 
them. 

Cromwell. Nay^ I prithee^ my Lord Whit- 
iockcj let me know them ; be they what they will 

tbej 



Digitized by VjC)OQIC 



Of ENGLAND, in 

thj^ cannot be offenfive to me^ but I Jhall take it Inter-reiodiii 
kindly fram you: Therefore ^ I pray ^ do not conceal '^S^- 
ihqfe Thoughts of yours from your faithful Friend. *i-'^'-7j-' 

Whitlocke. Tour Excellency honours me with ®^**" ' 
a Title far above me \ and Jince you are pleafed ta 
command itj I Jhall difcover to you my Thoughts 
herein ; and humbly defire you not to take in ill Part 
what I ft)all fay to you, 

Cromwell.. Indeed I Jhall not; but I Jhall take 
ity as I fa id, very kindly from. you. 

Whitlocke. Give me Leave then^firfi^ to con^, 
fider your Excellency's Condition. You are invirorCi 
with fecret Enemies : Upon your fubJuing of the 
public Enemy ^ the Officers of your Army account 
themfelves all ViSiorSy and to have had an equal 
Share in the Conquejl with you. 

The Succefs which God hath given us hath not d 
little elated their Minds ; and many of them are bufy ' 
and of turbulent Spirit s^ and are not without theif' 
Dejigns how they may difmount your Excellency y and 
fome of themfelves get up into the Saddle ; how they 
may bring you d^wn^ and fet up themfelves. 

They want not Counfel and Encouragement herein ; 
it may be from fome Members of the Parliament ^ 
who may be jealous of your Power and Greatnefsy 
leji you fhould grow too high for ihem^ and in Time 
over-mafler them ; and they will plot to bring yoU 
down firjly or to clip your Wings. 

Cromwell. / thank ,you that you fo fully con^ 
fider my Condition; it is a Teftimony of your Love- 
ta me^ and Care of me^ and you have rightly conji-^ 
dered it ; and I may fay without Vanity^ that in my 
Condition yours is involved and all our Friends ; and 
thofe that plot my Ruin will hardly bear your Conti^ 
nuance in any Condition worthy of you. Bejides this^ 
the Caufe itfelf may poJJibly receive fome Difadvan^ 
iage by the Strugglings and Contentions among our^ ■ 
felves. But what^ Sir^ are your Thoughts for Pre- . 
vention of thofe Mifchiefs that bang over out 
Beads? 

WjJiTLOCKE* Pardon mc^ Sir^ in the nextPlaccy 
a little to confider tlx Condition of the King of Scots. 

This 
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Ifiter-wpitun. 73/*j Prince hiifig now by your Valour^ and the 

^ ' ^^' Succifs which God hath given to the Parliament ^ and 

NovwobcfT '^ '^^ yfrtny under your Command^ reduced to a very 

low Condition j both he and alt about him cannot hut 

be very inelineabte to hearken to any Terms^ ivherciy 

their loff Hopes may be revived of his being rejiored 

to the Crown J and they to their fortunes and native 

, Country, 

By a private Treaty with him you may fecure 
yourfelf^ and your Friends and their Fortunes -y yau 
may make yourfelf and your Pofierity as great and 
permanent y to alt Human Probabilityy as ever any 
SubjeSl was^ and provide for your Friends* Ton 
may put fuch Limits to Monarchical Power,, at will 
fecure our Spiritual and Civil Liberties^ and you 
may fecure the Cauft in which we are all engaged-^ 
and this may be effeSiually done^ by having the Power 
cfthe Militia continued in yourfelf^ and whom you 
fiall agree upon after you, 

I propound^ therefore^ for your E^tcellency fofend 
to the King of Scots, and to have a private Treaty 
with him for this Purpofe j and I befeecb you to 
pnrdon what I have faid upon the Occafion^ It is 
out of my Affe^ion and Service to your Excellency^ 
and to alt hone ft Men ; and I hurrdfty pray you ?iot 
to have any ^ealoufy thereupon of my approved 
Faithfulnefs to yonr Excellency and to this Common- 
wealth, 

Cromwell. I have notj I ajfure %ou^ the leaft 
T)ijlruft of your Faithfulnefs and Friendfbip to me^ 
and to the Caufe of this Commonwealth', and I think 
you have much Reafon for what you propound ^ but 
it is a Matter of fo high Importance and Difficulty^ 
that it deferves more Time of Confideraticn and De* 
bate than is at prefent allowed us ; Tf^e Jhall there* 
fore take a further Time to difcourfe of it, 

* With this, adds our Memorialijt^ the General 
brake off, and went to other Company, and fo in- 
to Whitehall \ feeming, by his Countensmce and 
Carriage, dlfpleafedwith what bad been faid; yet 
he never objedled it againft Mr.* Whitlocke in any 
public Meeting afterwards : Only his Carriage to- " 

wards 
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wards him, from that Time, was altered, and his Inter.wfnutti* 
a(dvifing with him not fo frequent and intimate as ^^^ILa 
before ; and it was not long after that he found an Swc^ 
Occafion, by an hoaourable Employment ", to 
fendihim out of.the Way, (as fome of his neareft 
Relations, particularly his Daughter Claypoole^ 
confefled) that he might be no Obiiacle or Impe^^ 
diment to his ambitious Defigns;' 

But to return*--'— i 

December . The Naval War with the Diifch ftill 
tontinuing, with various Succefs on both Sides, the'^*^^ '^^'^^'^hitftt 
Parliament here was much embarrafled to raire!!!^!^*^^''? ^!*' 

»* »-r»» ^-1 .1 4. r^ parations tor car- 

Money to carry it on. 1 he Council of State wasrying on the 

fordered by the Houfe to take into Confideration in^f^^^ ^a' ^»^ 

what Marnier Money might be had and raifed for ^'*''**'^* 

this prefent Service, with all poflible Expedition, 

out of any of the Treafuries, or by any other Wa]^ 

they fhould think fit, and report it to the Houfe. 

The faid Council were alfo im powered to fet forth 

fiich Ships for the prefent Service, a^ they fliould 

think convenient and neceflary ; and the A61 for 

Impreffing Seamen was ordered to be revived and 

continued for bne Year. All which fhew how 

much the Government Was ftraitened to carry on 

this cxpenfive War. 

But what made this Matter appear ftill plainer, 

"Was, that riotwithftanding the almoft immenfe 

Sums that were raifed by the Sale of the Crown 

Lrands, and the Eft^tes' of thofe who had followed 

Ae Fortune of it, they were neceffitated to revive 

the Aftfor raifirig 120,000/. per Menfem^ by way 

of Aiftflment, for fix Months, from the 25th Inft/ 

Eighty Thoufand Pounds a Month, of this Sum, 

Was to go towards Payment of the Land-Forces in 

England^ Scotlatid^ and Ireland \ and the Refidue of 

it for the Ufe of the Navy. The Proportions to be 

fet upon the Counties for raifing this Tax, were td 

be equal to the Rates formerly fet in that Afleff- 

ment. Six Commiffioncrs were named , two of 

^ Vol. XX- H the 
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iHter-rpsnum. the Houfe, two of the Council of State, and two 
165a- out of the Houfe, who, together with the three 
^ ~^ ^ . Admirals, Blake^ Deane^ and Moncke^ fhould have 
the full Care, lnfpe£tion, and direftivc Power, in 
providing and furni&ing every Thing for the Naval 
Service. The Commiffioners of Excife were alfo 
ordered to permit each County to take the Excife 
in Farm ; but not to lett it to particular Perfons. 

The Treaty with the Deputies from Scotland 
ftill went on; the Point they were now canvaffing 
was the Proportion of Members for Scotland to 
fvt in the Englljh Parliament and the Time cf 
' their Silting ; which was, at laft, referred to the 
Committee for the newRcprefentative, to take the 
Number of thofe Members into Confideration, as 
well as thole for Ireland^ which was now alfo 2 
conquered Country, and under the Dominion of 
this Commonwealth. 

The reft of the Tranfaftions in this Month are 
too inconiiderable for ourPurpofe ; except we men- 
tion that the Houfe gave Audience, in Form, to 
ibme foreign Ambafiadors from Spain and 'Portu- 
gal^ and alfo to an Envoy from France ; the firft 
71me that Court thought proper to pay Comple- 
ment to this new Commonwealth. But it is ob- 
lervable that the French Minifter's Credentials, the 
. Sieur De Bourdeaux^ being addrefled thus, A nos 
ires Chers et Grands Amis^ le Gens du Parlemeni 
de la Republique ^'Angleterre, the Houfe ordered 
^ oir Oliver Flemyng^ M after of the Ceremonies, ta 
let him know that the French King's Letter not be- 
ing direded in the Style given io the Parliament in 
all Addrefles from Foreign States and Princes, they 
could not take any Notice thereof: This Refolu- 
tion being communicated to the Envoy, he thought 
proper to conform to the Order of the Houfe, and 
afterwards fent his Credentials to the Speaker, fu- 
perfcribed, Au Parlement de la Republique <3^' Angle- 
terre. Whereupon he was admitted to an Audi- 
ence, in the ufual Form. 

Lajlly^ Though the Parliament had forbid the 
Obfervation of Omjlmas for fomc Years paft, yet 

this 
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this Year they were more than ordinarily careful to ln*er-regmifti. 
abolifh that Feftival : For they order'd all the Mar- '^5^- 
kets and Shops in London and lyeftminfler to be ^-; ^^'•^^ 
kept open on Chrijlmas-Day^ particularly tho<e in 
JVeftminfter'Hall\ and that no Obfervation or So- 
lemnity ihould be ufed in any Churches on that 
Day. The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of London 
and Mtddlefex^ and the Juftices of the Peace, were 
alfo required to fee this Order ftriitly obferved. 

January, The Houfe began this Month with And reduce ths 
a very confidcrable Reduction of their Land- Number of Lund 
Forces, fo as to leflen their Pay from the Monthly ^*^^"*« 
Sum of 80^000/. to 70,000/. a Month. This was 
done by Advice of the General and OjEcers of the 
Army with the Council of State, who had Power 
given them to make what other Alterations and 
Variations in the Army tljiey Ihould think fit. 

Jan. 4. A long Day in the Houfe: It was* fpent 
in making many Orders for planting of Ireland 
with Colonies from this Nation; and great Advan- 
tages were offered to thpfe Perfons, or Families, 
tHat.would go over. and fettle there; all which is 
inferted at large, in the Proceedings of this Day,. in 
the Journals* 

Jan, 5. So many foreign Ambafladors and En- 
voys from Popifti Princes were now in Town, that 
the State began to be jealous or their Followers* 
A Report was made from the Council, That great 
Numbers, as well Englijh as others, did daily refort 
to Mafs, at the Houfes of Ambafladors and other 
foreign public Minifters refiding here, to the great 0'*^«« againft 
Diflionour of God, and Scandal to this Govern- "J^^^^^; 
ment. The Houfe, on this, order'd. That it ihould chapeh. 
be fignified to the foreign Minifters to prohibit fuch 
Reforts to their Houfes ; and that a Reward of 10/. 
be paid upon the Conviftion of every EngliJJj Sub- 
je<a that Ihould offend in this Particular. A Pro- 
clamation was alfo iflued, commanding all Jefuits 
H 2 and 
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later.regnuni. and Romijh PrleRs to depart out of England an4 

1652. fyaies before the firft of Manh next. 
^"•*^'***^ The Parliament ended this Month with another 
iklKuary. jT^fiii^g ^^j Humiliation Day, which was kept in 
the Houfe itfelf, no lefs than four Minifters being 
appointed to preach and pray before them. The 
Occafion of this Faft was. To feek unto Almighty 
God for a Blefiing upon the Councils of this Com- 
monwealth, and upon their Forces by Sea and 
Land. 

February, As the laft Month ended with a Day. 
of particular Humiliation by the Houfe itfelf, fo 
this begins with an Order for a General Faft to be 
ilridly kept, on the third oi Alarch next, through- 
out the whole Nation: But, before that Time, the 
Houfe had Occafien to change their Fading into 
Thanfgiving: For, 

March !• The following Letter, from the three 
Admirals of the Fleet, addrefs'd to the SpeakePy, 
was read in the Houie. It is mentioned in the 
Jourmls^ though not entered thete ; and wfc give 
it from the original Edition, printed by Autho- 
lity of the Council of State, 

JboarJ theTriMmph^ Feb. 27, 1652, 
SIR, in Stoke'j Bay. 

A gwat Viaory* /^N the 1 8th Inftant in the Morning, being 
obtained over tWt y^ fome five^Lcagues diftant from the EngJiJh 
WmtT of"* Shore, we deferred the Butch Fleet early in 
tJiree Days, * the Morning; confifting (as we then judged, and 

* are fincc informed by fome of their own Number) 

* of 80, all Men of War, and fome 200 Mcr- 
^ chantmen ; a League and an half to Windward 

* of the weathcrmoft of our Ships, and of moft of 

* the Fleet two or three Leagues. 

* The Ship Triumph^ with. the Fairfaxy Speaker^ 

* and about 20 more, being neaVeft unto tbem, the 

* Dutch AdmiraJ might probably (if he had pleafed 

* to have kept the\Vind) gone away with his whole 

* Fleets and we had not been able to Lave reached 

' him 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of ENGLAND. 117 

*• kim with our main Body, only with a few Fri- Inter-regnum, 

* gates, our beft Sailers, which had not been lilcely '^ ^^ ^ 

* to have done very much upon them ; but the faid ^^^Jch 

* Admiral, fo foon as he had difcovered us, put all ^ 

* his Merchantmen to Windward, and ordered 

* them to ftay there (as fome that we have taken 

* have lince informed us) aiid himfelf, with his Body 

* of Men of War, drew down upon us that were 

* the weathermoft Ships, where we were, in a (hort 

* Time, engaged ; and, by reafon the great&ft Part v 

* of our Ships wer-e to Leeward, and much a-ftern, 

* thofe that wer6 weathermoft had a very fharp 

* Conflica of it that whole Day, till about Four 

* ©'Clock in the Alfternoon; by Which Time a 

* conftderable Number of our Ships and Frigates 

* had got ib far a- head*, that, by tacking, they could 

* weather the grcatcft Part of the Dutch Fleet ; 

* which fo foon as the Dutch Admiral perceived, 

* he tack'd likewife, and thofe with him, and Xz^t 

* tis. . We fpent the Remainder of that Day and 

* Night to man ourfelvcs out of the weaker Ships, 

* and to repair our Rigging, Mafts, and Sails, 

* without which we were not in a Capacity to 

* move in the Sea. We took and deftroyed, in 

* this Day, feven or eight Men of War. 

* They had PofTeiEon of Capt. Barker m the 

* Pro/per ous^ Capt. Bourne i n the Ajjifiance^ the Oak^ 

* and fome other Ships ; but, bleiTed be God, we 

* repoffcfled them again, with the Lofs of fome in 

* th^ AJfiJiance, Th eLee ward -^m oft Part of our Ships 

* coritinued fighting till Nightieparated, being en- 

* gaged within tWo Hours as foon as we. We loft 

* the ^ampfon^ whereof Capt. Button was Com- 

* mander, which was ib much torn and unfervice- 

* able, the Captain and many Men wounded and 
« flain, that vre took out the Men that were left, 

* and let her fink into the Sea. At Night the 

* Dutch Fleet and we kept as near one another as 
^ we could conveniently without mixing, each of 

* us having our Lights- abroad all Night. The 

* Wind coming Wefterly, and little VVind, they 
^ Acered d^reftly up the Channel, their Merchant- 

H J . * m^i\ 
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Jni^r-regnum. ' ^^^ a-head, and Men of War in the Rear ; wd 
1652. * were in the Morning feme three or four Leagues 

^— -v-*-^ * to the Southward of the Ifle of Height, 
W*rch. ( Q^ ^i^g 19th, as foon as it was Day, we made 

* what Sail we could after them, but, being calm, 

< could not get up untill Noon, and our main Body 

* not untill Two of the Clock; by which Time 

* we drew very near each other, and had warm 
, f Work while Night parted us. We took and de- 

* ftroyed this Day fome five Sail of Men of War. 

* The Dutch Fleet fleered up the Channel with 
f their Liijhts abroad ; we followed » the Wind at 
*-W. N. W. a fine little Gale all Night.. 

' On the 20th, about Nine in the Morning, we fell 

* clofe in with them, with fome five great Ships, and 

* all the Frigates of Strength, though very many 
f others could not come up that Day; apd feeing 
' their Men of War fomewhat weakened, we fent 

* fmaller Frigates and Ships of lefs Force, that 

* could get up amongfl the Merchantmen, which 
f put their whole Body to a very great Trouble, fo 
^ that many of them, and their Men of War, began 

* to break off from their main Body ; and towards 
^ the Evening we prefTed fo hard upon them, that 

* they turn'd their Merchantmen out of their Fleet 
, f upon us (as is conceived) for a Bait; but we gave 

* flrift Order, that none of our Ships that could get 
f up to their Men of War, and had Force, fhould 

< meddle with any Merchantmen, but leave them 
f to the Rear. We continued fl:ill fighting with 

* them untiH the Dufk of the Evening, by which 
f Time we were fome three Leagues and a half off 

* Blacknefs^ in France, the Wind at North- Weft, 

* we fleering dire<SUy for the Point of Land, ha- 

* ving the Wind of the Dutch Fleet ; fo that if it 

* had pleafed the Lord in his wife Providence, who 
• < fets Bounds. to the Sea, and over-rules the Ways 

^ and Anions of Men, that it had been but 

* three Hours longer to Night, we had probably * 

* made an Interpofition between them and home ; 

< whereby they might have been obliged to have 

* made their Way through us with th«ir Men of 

'War 
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* War, which at this Time were not above 35 as intcr-rfgnunv 

* we could count, the reft being deftroyed or 1652. 

* difperfed. The Merchantmen alfo muft have ^^— -v--^ 

* been necefiitated to have run a-fliore, or fallen ^^-ch, 

* into our Hand^ ; which, as we conceive, the 

* Dutch Admiral being fenfible of, juft as it was 

* dark, bore dire£Hy in upon the Shore, where it 
*■ is fuppofed he anchored, the Tide of Ebb being 

* then come, which was a Leewardly Tide. We 
' confulted with our Pilots, and Men knowing thofe 

* Coafts, what it was pollible for the Enemy to do ; 

* whofe Opinions were. That he could not wea- 
' ther the French Shore, as the Tide and the Wind 
*. then was, to get home, and that we muft like- 

* wife anchor, or we could not be able to carry it 

* about the Flats of the iS^^/w^; whereupon we an- 

* chored, Blacknefs being N. E. and by E. three 
' Leagues from us. 

* This Night being very dark, and blowing hard, 

* the Dutch got away from us ; fo that in the Morn- 

* ing of the 21ft we could not difcover one Ship 

* more than our own, which were betwixt forty 

* and fifty, the reft being fcattered, and as many 

* Prizes as made up fixty in all. We fpent all this 
*'Nightand Day, while twelve o'Clock, in fitting 

* of our Ships, Mafts, and Sails, for we were not 

* capable to ftir till they were repaired ; at which 

* Time, being a windward Tide and the Dutch ~ 
Fleet gone, We weighed and ftood over to the 

* EngUJJ) Slior^, fearing to ftay longer upon the 

* Coaft, being a Lee- Shore. 

* On the 22d, in the Morning, we were fair by 

* the Lie oilFight^ being the Place whereunto we 

* then thought fit to repair for Accommodation ; 
♦•but the Wind blew fo hard Northwardly wc 

* could not get in that Day, 

' The 23d we weighed, and got near S/. He- 
< leris Road, and fent for all the Captains ox% 

* board to underftand the State of the Fleet, but 

* it blowing hard, v/e were not able to accompliftl 

* it-; only we compianded fill the Ships that were 

• 'dif- - 
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J«t«r-regnum. * difabled to turn into Stokers Bay, and the reft re- 
'^ ^^ * mained about us. 

Maii/ * '^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^"^ ^*^^ *" ^^^ Captains on board 
^ of this Ship, and ordered out two Squadrons, one 

* to ply to the Eaft^yard, the other to the Weft- 

* ward, of the Ifle of flight : The laft of which 

* failed the a5th prefejit. 

' It hath blown fo hard, we have fcarcc been 

* able to fend our Boats one from another, or do any 
^ Thing till this Day that we got up to this Place. 

^ Thus you fee how it hath pleafed the Lord to 

* deal with us, poor unworthy Inftruments, em* 

* ployed in this late Tranfadion, wherein* he hath 

* delivered into our Hands fome fcvcntetn or eigh- 

* teen of their Ships of War, which ha^c been 

* by your Fleet (without the Lofs of any one Ship, 

* fave the Sampfon) taken and deftroyed % befides 
^ Merchantmen, whofe Number tve know not, 

* they being fcattered to feveral Ports. 

' We have many Men wound^ed, and divers 
f both of Honefty and Worth flaiit. 

f RoBER^T Blake, 
Suhfcrihdy < Richard Deane, 
t George Moncke. 

P. S, * Several of the Dutch are driven afhore 
f in France^ one without any Men at all in her/ 

For which the '" confequenQc of this- great Viftory over the 
parliament Older Z)a/f^, the Houfc. Ordered that T-hanks be given 
* ThankfgrvingjQAI^- l^j Q^j the ncxt Lord's DaV, through- 

to God through- ■ ^>r i \ tmt a - /i '-r^i. o \ 

out the whole o^^ London and Wejtmtnjt€r, 1 he bpeaker was 
V-'o^mpowealth.alfo diredled to wjrite a Letter of Congratulation to 
each of the three Admirals, taking Notice of the 
Parliament's Refentment of their great and f^ithfiri 
Services in the late Engagement, with Thanks to 
them ;ind the feveral Commanders under them : 
And a CoJIeiSUon was ordered to be made in 
the Houfe, for the Widows of Sailors kill'd in the 
Ai^ion. 

Soon after a Day of public Thankfgiying was 
«ppoiiUed for this Vi6lor\, to be kept oii the r2th 

of 
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iofjfprtli 1653, and obfervcd throughout the whole Inter-regnuni. 
Commonwealth. '^5** 

Thp Dutch were fo exafperated for their ill Suc- 
ccfs in the late Battle againft the Englijb Nation ; 
and their Enmity, fays Ludhw^ grew to fuch a 
Height, that, to render them odious, and encou^ 
rage their own Subje£ls to come in and fight againft 
them, they caufed the Execution of the late King 
. to be reprefented publickly on a Stage, in a moft 
tragical Manner. But, however that was, it is 
certain that the Englijh Fleet were generally too 
hard for the Dutch ; and, excepting fome Prejudice 
the former received from the other in two Encoun - 
ters in the Levant Seas, about this Time, they beat 
them whcre-cver they met them. 

March 2- The Houfe having refumed the Dc- Further Proceed* 
bate upon the Amendments to the A61 for appoint- ings on the Bill 
ing a certain Time for the Diffolution of this pre- pljul'^n "^ ^'^ 
fcnt Parliament, and for calling and fettling of fu- 
ture and fuccefEve Parliaments, they refoived. 
That 30 Members from Scotland^ and no more, be 
allowed to fit in the Englijh Parliament, with the 
fame Number from Ireland. The Number pro- 
pofed to reprefent the former was 33, and the lat- 
ter 37 ; and this Motion was Over- ruled by a Ma* 
jority of only 28 againft 2^6. 

March 9. The Debate on thefe Amendments 
was again renewed ; when the Houfe beean to 
name the Number of Reprefentatives each County 
and City were to fend to Parliament \ for many of 
the Boroughs were to be laid afide, or reduced 
in the Number they ufed to return. They conti- 
jlued to go on with this Bill every Wednefday^ and 
made oiahy Regulations and Alterations therein, 
vice verfd^ without going throiigh one third Part of 
the Nation : But as this whole Model was purfued 
and compleated in the £le£):ion of Cromwell's fe- 
cond Parliament, we ftiall therefore poftpone a De- 
scription of it till we come to that Period, which is 
^t Ao great Diftance from us. 

A • 
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Iftter-regnum. ^ CpiTimittee of Parliament bad long beenfit- 

'^^^' ^ ting on what was called receiving Pxopoials for the 

Ala^ch. Propagation of the Gofpel : And having collected 

a' Number, they laid them before the Houfe this 

Month ; the Particulars of which are too curious 

to be omitted. 

Propofaisforthe I. ' That Pcrfpns of Godlinefs and Gifts, of 

Proppation of the Univcrfities, and othcis, though not ordained, 

" ^^ • may be admitted to preach the Gofpel, and receive 

the public Maintenance, being approv'd when they 

are call'd thereunto. 

2. ' That no Perfon fliall be admitted to Trial 
and Approbation, unlefs he bring a Teftimonial of 
his Piety and So.undnefs in the Faith, under the 
Hands of fix godly Minilters and Chriftians, ga- 
thered together for that End and Purpofe, Unto 
whom he i$ per/bnally knov^n; of which Number, 
two at the leaft to be Minifters. 

3. ' Tliat a certain Number of Perfons, Mini- 
Aers, and others, of Eminency and known Ability 
and Godlinefs, be appointed to ^ix. in every County, 
to examine, judge, and approve all fuch Perfpns, 
as, being called to preach the Gofpel, have recei- 
ved Teflimonials as above ; and in cafe there (hall 

\ not be found a competent Number of fuch Perfons 

in the fame County, xhat others, of one or more 
Neighbour Counties, be joined to them. 

4. ' That Care be taken for removing the Re- 
fidue of Miniil:ers, who are ignorant, fcandalous, 

, Non-Refidents, or Difturbers of the Public Peace ; 
and likewife otf all Schoolmailers, who ihall be 
found popifhy fcandalous, or difafFedcd to the Go-- 
vernment of this Commonwealth. 

5. ' That, to this End, a Nucober of Perfons, 
^ijiiftcrs, and ethers, of eminent Piety, Zeal, 
Faithfulnefs, Ability, and Prudence, be appointed, 
by Authority of Parliament, to go thro' the Na- 
tion, to inquire after, examine, judge of, and eject 
ill! fuch Perfons as fliail be found unfit for the Mi- 
jiiflry, or teaching Schools, being fuch as above are 
dcfcribed, 

6. 'That 
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6. ' That, for the expediting this Work, thefe Inter-rcRnum 
Perfons may be afligned in feveral Companies, or '^5^' 
Committees, to the fix Circuits of the Natioh, to ^[J^J^^JJ/ 
refide in each of the Counties, for fuch a conve- 
nient Space of Time as (hall be requifite, untUl 
the Work be done j calling to their Affiftance, 
in their refpedive Circuits, fuch godly and able 
Perfons, Minifters and others, in each of the 
Counties where they (hall then refide, to affift 
them in this Work, as they (hall think fit : That 
thefe Perfons, fo fent and commiflionated, may be 
impowered, before they fhali depart out of each 
County, to return, and to reprefent, to the Par- 
liament, the .Names of fit and fufficient Perfons, 
Minifters, and others, to be appointed Approvers 
of fuch as Ihall be called to preach the Gofpel in 
fuch Counties 5 and that, in the mean Time, the 
Perfons fo commiflionated as aforefaid fhall have 
Power^ while they refide in each County, to exa- 
mine, judge, and approve of fuch Perfons, as, ha- 
ving a Call to preach the Gofpel in fuch County, 
Ihali, upon fuch Teftimoni^l as aforefaid, ofFer 
themfelves to fuch Examination. • 

7. * That it be propofed that the Parliament be 
pleafed to take fome fpeedy and efFeftual Courfe, 
either by impowering the Perfons in the feveral 
Counties, to be appointed for Trial and Approba- 
tion of fuch Perfons as fliall be called to preach the 
Gofpel there, or in fuch other Way as they fhall 
think fit, for the uniting and dividing of Pariftics 

in the feveral Counties and Cities within this Comr * 
monwealth, in reference to the preaching the Go- 
fpel there, faving the Civil Rights and Privileges 
of each Parifli. 

8. « That the Minifters, fo ftnt forth and cfta- 
bliftied, be injoined and required to attend the fo- 
lemn Worfhip of God, in Prayer, Reading, and 
Preaching the Word, Catechifing, expounding; the 
Scriptures; and, asOccafion fliall require, vifiting 
the Sick, and inftruSing from Houfe to Houfe ; 
fefiding amongft the People tp whom they are fent, 

and 
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lAter-regnum. and ufing all Care and Diligence, by all Ways dnd 



16521 

Marcl), 



Means, to win Souls unto Chrift, 
' 9. * That as it is defire^ that no Pierfons be re- 
quired to receive the Sacraments further than theiK 
Light (hall lead them unto, fo no Perfon fent fprth 
to preach, and already placed, or which (hall be 
placed, in any Parifli within this Nation, be com- 
pelled to adminifter the Sacraments to any butfuch 
as he iball approve of as fit for the fame. 

10. * That a Law may be provided. That all 
Perfons whatfoever, within this Nation, be requir'd 
to attend ulito the public Preaching of the Gofpel, 
and other religious Exercifes there every Lord's 
Day, in Places commonly allowed, an4 ufually 
called Churches, except fuch Perfons as, through 
Scruple of Confcience, do abflain from thofe Af-* 
femblies : Provided that this Liberty be not under- 
ftood to exempt Perfons profanely, or otherwifc 
wickedly, employed in the Time of the faid Exer- 
ciles. 

1 1. * That whereas divers Perfons are not fatif- 
fied to come to the public Places of hearing the 
Word, upon this Account, That thofe Plgces 
were dedicated and confecrated, the Parliament 
will be pleafed to declare. That fuch Places are 

' made Ufe of, and continued, only for the better 
Conveniency of Perfons meeting together for the 
public Worfhip of God, and upon no other Con- 
fideration. 

12. ' That all Perfons diflenting to the Doftrine 
and Way of Worfhip owned by the State, or con-: 
fenting thereunto, and yet not having the Advan- 
tage or Opportunity of fome of the public Meet- 
ing-Places, commonly called Churches, be requi- 
red to meet (if they have any conftant Meeting) in 
Places publickly known, and to give Notice unto 
fome Magiftrate of fuch their Place of ordinary 
Meetings. 

13. * That this Honourable Committee be de- , 
fired to propofe to the Parliament, That fuch who ^ 
do not receive, but oppofe, thofe Principles of 
Chriftian Religion, without the Acknowledgment 

whereof 
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%¥hcfeof the Scriptures do clearly and plainly af- inter-regnuia* 
firm that Salvation is not to be obtained, (as thofe "^s*- 
formerly complained of by the Minifters) may not 
be fuftered to preach or promulgate any Thing in 
Oppofition unto fuch Principles. 

' And further. That the Parliament be humbly 
dcfired to take fome fpeedy and efFedual Courfe for - 
the utter fuppreffiftg of that abomirlable Cheat of 
Judicial Aftrology; whereby the Minds of Multi- 
tudes are corrupted, and turned afide, from De- , 
pendency upon the Providence of God, to put their 
Xruft in the Lyes of Men; and Deiufions of Sa- 
tan/ 

The Difquifition of all thcfe Particulars (which 
were recommended to the Confideration of the 
Parliament by feveral Officers of the Army, and 
Minifters, whofe Names are entered in the Jour^ 
malr) had afforded feveral Months Employment for 
the Committee : And upon the Report thereof to 
the Houfe they refolved, * That the Magiftrate 
hath Power, in Matters of Religion, for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gofpel.' They altered the firft 
Propofal thus,* 

Refolved^ * That Perfons of Godlinefs and 
Gifts, of the Univerfities, and others, though not 
ordained, that fhall be approved, fliall receive the 
Public Maintenance for preaching the Gofpel.* 

They agreed to the Second and Third, leaving 
out the Word Emimncy in the latter: But made no 
farther Progrefs in tfiefe Propofals, occafioned, we 
fuppofe, by the fudden Diflblution of the Parlia- 
ment. 

Some Time fince the Parliament had ordered, ^he Dnke of 
That Henry Stuart^ commor^y call'd Duke ofGhucejier fent 
Gloucejier^ voungeft Son of the late King» fliould °"' °* ^« "^"^S- 
be releafed from Cari/brooke-CaftUy in the Ifle of^*""' 
tVtght^ and fent to Dunkirk : On the 17th of this 
Month they received Advice of his being arrived at 
Breda^ where he was moft affeftionately received 
b/ his Sifter 'the Princefs Royal, Dowager of 

Orange^ 
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later-recnum. Or^w^^f.— The Reader may remember Sir Tl?omas 

1652. JViddringtori^ Propofal, at the Conference held in 

^*— ^/— "^ November^ 1651, touching this young Prince; 

March, which Very probably induced Cromwell to get him 

fent abroad, by which Means there was left one 

Obftacle lefs in the Way of his Ambition. 

The Dvtcb fue '^^^ Dutch having been heartily drubb'd in their 
for Peace. l^ft Naval Engagement, feem now to lower their 
Top-fails, and fue for Peace. To that End we 
are told, by the Journals^ that Mynheer Pawe's 
private Secretary was lent over with a Letter 
from the States oi Holland and IFeJi-Frixeland to 
the Parliament ; on which Occafion the Houfe or- 
dered the Council of State to prepare an Anfwer 
thereto, and a Letter addrefs'd to the States Gene- 
raly both in Latin^ for the Parliament's Approba- 
tion ; which was done accordingly, and fent away 
by a fpecial Meflenger : But thefe Letters import- 
• ed no more than a general Intimation of the Par- 
liament's good Difpofition to Peace upon proper 
Terms. 

We fhall conclude the Proceedings of this Year 
with an Account of fuch Adts paffed worth our No- 
tice, of which no Mention has been made under 
their refpe^tive Series. They were thefe : 

An Acft For prohibiting the Planting of TobaccB 
Afts paflcd in in England : The Premable fets forth, * That great 
the Year 1652. Q^iantities of Tobacco being planted in feverai 
Parts of England^ tended to the Decay of Huf- 
bandry atjd Tillage, the Prejudice of the Englijh 
Plantations, a^id of the Commerce and Navigation 
of the Commonwealth : Therefore it was enabled. 
That no Perfon (hould, after the ift oi May^ 1652, 
plant or cure any Tobacco in any Ground whatfo- 
ever in this Nation, on Forfeiture of 20 j. for every 
Pole or Rod of Ground fo employed ; one Moiety 
thereof to the Ufe of the Commonwealth, and the 
"dther to the Difcoverer or Profecutor ; and that it 
fhould be lawful for any Perfon to grub up and de- 
ftroy all fuch Tobacco.' 

An 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of E.N GLAND. 127 

An A6t For the fettling <?/ Ireland : The Purport inter-regnum, 
of which was, ' That the Parliament having now i^s*- 
totally reduced that Nation to their Obedience, had ^^T?'*"*^ 
no Intention to extirpate the Natives thereof: But ^^^^^ 

that Mercy and Pardon, bpth as to Life and Eftate^ 
fhould be extended to them, under certain Reftric- 
tions and Qualifications laid down in the Aft, ex- 
cept fuch as had been any ways concerned in the 
Maffacres and Murders in the Rebellion of 1641, 
all Romfjh Priefts or yefuits^ alfo James £arl of 
Ormondy and many other Perfons of Quality, whofe 
Names are particuJarized ; and all fuch who fliould 
not, within 28 Days after the Publication of the 
ABl. by the Parliament's Conimiffioners, or their 
Commander in Chief, in Ireland^ lay down their 
Arms. Others were to forfeit two Thirds of their 
Eftates, and be banifhcd ; the remaining Third to 
be paid to their Wives and Children' — But as we 
have already given the Parliament's Inftruftions to 
their Commiliioners for the Settlement of Ireland^ 
a farther Abftraft of this Aft is unneceffary. 

An Aft For requiring all Seamm to return home 
from the Service of Foreign States^ and not to ferae 
abr/tad without Licenfe : Hereby it was enadtcdj 
* That all Shipwrights and Mariners fliould return 
home from France and Holland within ten Weeks> 
from the JVeJl- Indies in one Year, and the Raji*' 
Indies in two, upon Pain of Death : But Impeach- 
ments for any OiFence againft this Aft were to be 
profecuted within one Year after the Offender's 
Return ; and his Oathi in his own Excufe, to be 
admitted : And all Shipwrights and Mariners, ta- 
ken in Service againft the Commonwealth, to be 
liable to the fevereft Penalties of the Law. 

An Aft For fuppr effing unlicenfed and fcandalous 
Books: By this Aft that of the 20th of September^ 
1649^, For regulating of Printings was revived; 
and the Council of State was im power 'd to continue, 
or,fupprefs, what Printing- Floufes they thought 
proper, and to appoint what Number of Appren- 
tices and Preffes each Matter Printer fhould keep: 

That 
▼ See our Njnctccalh Volume, p. 1 70. 
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toter-regnum. That none ibould exercife theMyfteiy of Printiiigf 
»^53- but fuch as were licenfcd by the Parliament or 

^^■^Yr^ Council of State, or claimed a Privilege thereto by 
^ ' Patrimonial Right, or ferving an Apprenticeihip of 
feven Years, and exercifed the fame in their pefpec- 
tive Dwelllng-Houfes, and not elfewhere, under 
the Penalty of 40/. for every Month, and fo pro- 
portionally for any ihorter or longer Time : That 
no Importer of Books Ihould open the fame, but 
in the Prefence of the M after and Wardens of th6 
Stationers Company, or whom they fhould appointy 
under the Penalty of 5/. for every OfFence ; and 
all Books feized to be brought to Stationers Hall ; 
That ail Forfeitures might be fued for in any Court 
i)f Record, and if recovered by the Profecutton of 
the faid Company of Stationers, onfe Moiety there- 
of, after deducting Charges of Recovery, to be 
applied to the Relief of their Poor ; but if by the 
Profecution of any other Perfon, one Moiety to go 
• to his own Ufe ; and the other Moiety, in both 
Cafes, to be forfeited to the Commonwealth : That 
the Council of State ihould have the like Power as 
contained in the former h&. ; and that the A]gent 
for the Army (inftead of the Secretary as formerly) 
ihould have Power to licenfe fuch Intelligence as 
concern'd the Affairs of the Army onlyi And it 
was provided that no Claufe, in this or the former 
A(St, fhould extend to the Infringement of the juft 
Rights and Privileges of the Printers of either Uni- 
vcrfity. 

April. This long-lived Parliament was noW 
drawing very near its End, which was fo fudden 
and unexpe£fced, that few of its Members were the 
leaft aware of it. The Houfe had pafs'^d an A<9: 
For appointing Commijjionen for Probate of IVills^ 
and granting Adminiftrations throughout England 
and Wales : The Profits arifing whereby, after 
Dedu<£iion of Officers Salaries, to be applied to the 
Ufe of the Navy; and were going on with the Elec- 
tion Billj ^nd fome others of lefs Significancy \ 

when 
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When on the 19th oF this Month, after Debate on Inter-regnom, 
a 1^\\\ for fettling the Claiais of the Adventurers for ^ j^ ^^' 
Ireland'; on a fiidden the Printed Journals break ^^^^^ 
off without any Notice taken of the Occafion ; 
only we are told by the Publilher of them in a mar- 
ginal Note, That there did an Entry follow; but 
againft it was written, in the Margin of the Ori- 
ginal, This Entry was expunged ^ by Order of Par ^ 

I'lament^ January 7, 1659. \n looking forwards 

into the Journal of that Day, we meet with the 
following Paffage : * Whereas this Houfe do find 
an Entry in the y<7wr?7tf/-fi(?<?>^ of the 20th of y/pn7, 
1653, "^ thefe Words, This Day his Excellency ^^^ comes trthe'par- 
Lord^General dijfolved this Parliament; which was liament- Houfe, 
done without Confent of Parliament; this Houfe ^"^^"^"'^ ^^^ 
doth declare the fame to be a Forgery; and dopjo^/"*^" 
orjer Mr. Scobell to be fent for to the Bar to 

anfwer it.' Mr. Sccbell foort after appearing 

there, the Entry in the Journal was fhewn him, 
and "being afk'd Who made it ? He acknow- 
ledged, That it was his own Hand -Writing, and 
that he did it without the Diredion of any Perfon 
whatever. The Houfe then ordered the Entry to 
be expunged out of the Journal^ and referred it to 
a Committee to confider whether the then late A61 
of Indemnity extended to pardon that Offence, and ' 
report their Opinion of it to the Houfe. 

This is all we can pick out of the JoumaU^ re- 
lating to this moft remarkable Tranfailion ; but 
fince the Reader's Curiofity may require a more 
explicit Account \)f*it, we fhall give a Narrative 
of the Manner of this Parliament's being difmiffed, 
frojn a Diary * of equal Authority, in our Opinion, 
to that oi ^Q Journals themfelves; being publifli'dl 
at the very Time of A6lion, and licenfed by 
Mr. SeoMl^ Clerk of the Houfe. — It runs thus : 

* The Officers of the Army have, for fixteen 
Weeks paft, or more, ufed dl poffible Means to 
have perfuaded the Parliament to have palled fuch 

Vol. XX. I Things 

^ Several Proceedings in Parliament, and other Intelligence and 
Affairs, fr'm Thurfday the \^tb o/* April, to Thurfday the %\fi of 
April, 1653. Printed for Robert Ibbetjun^ N©. 186, 
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Interregnum. Things as might be for the Cooimon Good, and 

'^53- propofed the Particulars to them; then many en- 

^^^"TfT*^ deavourcd to prefent Petitions from feveral Parts 

^'^' ' of the Nation to the Officers, but they refufed to 

meddle, leaving it to the Parliament, defiring that 

all mi^ht be adtcd by them, l^he Officers ufed 

all private Means to pcrfuade them, as they bad 

Occafion from Time to Time, telling them. How 

the Country-People did expert it ; and, after all 

that, fcnt a Letter, and liad Meetings with divers 

whom they looked upon as moft ready to promote 

the public Good; and at one Time met Myth al- 

nioft thirty, and endeavoured to engage them to 

aft therein ; giving them Reafons for the paffing 

of thofe Things which they propofed, for the ge- 

nc-ral Good of the People : But the Members only 

anfv/cred, That when they wer^ in Parliament they 

l^ad Liberty of their 7'eas and their Nccs. 

' The laft Night before this Difmiffion, there 
were near twenty Members of Parliameht with the 
General, to whom the Danger of the A6t, for 
c;^lling a new Reprefentative, was declared, as the 
Houfe was about to pais it; it giving fo much Li- 
berty, that many difaflefted Perfons might be 
chofcn ; and by the faid Aft thefe prefent Mem- 
bers were to fit and to be made up by others chofen, 
and by themfelves approved of: Hereupon they en- 
gaged not to meddle with it this Day ; and when 
Major-General H^rrifon faw, this Morning, that 
they fell upon it, he moft fweetly and humbly de- 
fircd thc*m to lay it afi^e, Ihewing them the Dan- 
ger nf it : But they going on, the Lord -General's 
Excellency required them to depart the Houie; 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Worjleyy with fome Sol- 
diers, came in a^id ordered the Houfe to be clear- 
ed ; took the Mace away,, and caufcd the Houffc 
to be locked up. 

' The next Day there was a Paper, by fonaebody, 
poficd upon the Par Kament- Houfe Door, thus: 

This Houfe is to be Letty now unfurnijhed, 

t^pon which the Author of the Narrative makes 

this 
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this Remark, * That thofe who abufe the Godly of Inter- rcgnum. 
the late Members of Parliament, without a Caufc, '^53- 
will not be approved therein; fome being fuch for ^^"T^C*^ 
Piety and Worth, as probably may be Governors ^" * 

of the Nation a2:ain.' 



.•^« 



To this Narrdtive may be very properly fub- 
joined what the Contemporary Writers have left 
us concerning this Affair : 

And fiift Mr. V/h'itlockey who being a very ac- 
tive Member of this Parliament, was probably an 
Eye- WLtncfs of its DifTolution. This Gentleman 
writes thus ^ : 

* On the 19th of y//>r// there having been a great 
Meeting at CromweWs Lodgings at Whitehall^ o( 
Parliament Men, and feveral Officers of the Army, 
fent to by Cromwell to be there ; and a large Dif- 
courfe ant;! Debate having been amongft them, 
touching fome Expedient to be found out, for the 
prefent carrying on of the Government of the 
Commonwealth, and putting a Period to this pre- 
fent Parliament, it was offered by divers, as a moft 
dangerous Thing to diffolve the prefent Parliament, 
and to fet up any other Government ; and that it 
would neither be warrantable in Confciencc or 
Wifdom fo to do; yet none of them exprefs'd 
themfelves fo freely to that Purpofe as Sir Thomas 
IViddringion and Whitlocke then did. 

* Of the other Opinion, as to putting a Period 
forthwith to this Parliament, St. John was one of 
the chief, and many more with him, and generally 
all the Officers of the Army ; who ftuck clofe in 
this likewife to their General. 

* And the better to make Way for themfelves 
and their ambitious Defign of advancing them to 
the Civil Government, as well as they were in the 
Military Power, they and their Party declared their 
Opinions, That it was neceffary the fame fliould 
be done one Way or other, and the Members of 
Parliament not permitted to prolong their own 
Power. 

I 2 'At 

» Memorials^ p, 529, 
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Inter- rtpum, * At whlch ExpreClon Cromwell feem'd to re- 
^\^53» ^ prove foine of them ; and this* Conference lafled 
^ ^jj ' till late at Night, when ll^tddrington and Whitlocke 
went home weary, and troubled to fee the Indif- 
cretlon and Ingratitude of thofe Men, and the VVay 
they defign'd to ruin themfelves ; therefore tKefe 
came early again the next Morning, according to 
Appointment, to CromwelPs Lodging, where there 
Were but a few Parliament Men, and a few Olli- 
cers of the Army. 

' A Point was ar;ain ftirred, which had been de- 
bated the Night before, * Whether 40 Perfons, of 

* about that Number of Parliament Men and Of- 
' ficers of the Army, fliould be nominated by the 

* Parliament, and impowered for the managing 
' the Afi'airs of the Commonwealth, till a new Par- 
' liament {hould meet, and fo the prefent Parlia- 
' ment to be forthv/ith diiTolv'd.' 

* IFhitLcke was againft this Propofal, and the 
more, fearing left he might be one of thefe forty; 
who, he thought, would be in a defperate Condition 
after the Parliament {hould be diflblved : But others 
Were very ambitious to be of this Number and 
Council, and to be invefted with this exorbitant 
Power in them. 

' Cromivell being Informed, during this Debate, 
that the Parliament was fitting, and that it was 
hop'd they would put* a Period to themfelves ; 
which would be the moft honourable Difiblution 
for them : Hereupon he broke off the Meeting, 
and. the Members of Parliament with him left him 
at his Lodging, went to the Houfe, and found 
them in Debate of an A£t, the which would occa- 
fion other Meetings of them again, and prolong 
their Sitting. 

' Thereupon Col. Ingoldjby went back to Crom^ 
^welly and told him what the Houfe were doing; 
who was fo enraged thereat, expecting they (hould 
have medled with no other Bufmefs but putting a 
Period to their own Sitting without more Delay, 
that he prefenily commanded fome of the Officers 
of the Army to fetch a Party of Soldiers, with 

whom 
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whom he marched to the Houfe, and led a File of Inter-regnum* 
Mufketeers in with him ; the reft he placed at the '^53- 
Door of the Houfe, and in the Lobby before it. ^^"^P^^T^ 

' In this Manner entering the Houfe, he, in a ^" ' 

furious Manner, bid the Speaker leave his Chair ; 
told thePIoufe ^ That they had fat long enough, 

* unlefs they had done more Good ; that.fome of 

* them wereWhoremafters, (looking then towards 

* Henry Martyn ,zt\A Sir Peter Wentworth) that 

* others of them were Drunkards, and fome cor- 

* rupt and unjuft Men, and fcandalous to the Pro- 

* feilion of the Gofpel ; and that it was not fit 

* they Ihould fit as a Parliament any longer, and 

* defired them to go away.' 

' The Speaker not {tirri^Jg from his Seat, Co- 
lonel Harrijoriy who fat near the Chair, rofe up 
and took him* by the Arm, to remove him from 
his Seat ^ which when the Speaker faw he left his 
Chair. 

• Some of the Members rofe up to anfwcr Crjm- 
welPs Speech, but he would fuffer none to fpeak 
but himfelf ; which he did with fo much Arrogance 
in himfelf, and Reproach to his Fellow Members, 
that fome of his Privadoes were afhamed of it : 
But he, and his Officers and Party, would have it 
fo ; and aoiQng all the Parliament Men, of whom 
many wore Swords, and would fometimes brag 
high, not one Man offered to draw his Sword 
againft Cromiveli, or to make the leaft Refill:anc6 
againft him j but all of them tamely departed the 
Houfe. 
' ' He bid one of his Soldiers to take away that 
. Fool'sBauble, the Mace; and flayed himfelf to fee 
all the Members out of the Houfe, himfelf the laft 
of them, and then caufed the Doors of the Houfe 
to be fliut up.' 

The next is Mr. Ludlow*% Account, who was. 

alfo a Member of this Parliament: But at the 

Time when the Diflblution happened was in Ire^ 

landy being one of the Commiffioners for fettling 

I 3 the 
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Intfir-regnum. ^^^ AiFairs of that Kingdom. This Circumftance 
1653. enables us to account for one Miftake, where he 
^-— v-"-^ fays, That the Parliament was refoivcd to pafs an 
^P"^' Acl for their own immediate Diflblution y but it 
docs not appear fo by tlie jGurnah^ or that thejr 
intended it focner than by a former Refolution 
(which fix'd the Period thereof to Nov. 3, 1654) 
they were obliged to do : For though they conti- 
nued their Debates on the Eledion BiH, weekly, 
yet thefc were more about regulating the Numbers 
tliat were to fit in future Parliaments, and what 
l^laces fhould return Members, than about their 
own Diflblution, for which no Queftion was ever 
put, in the Houfe. Allov;ing this, the following 
JXlimony of Mr. Ludlow may be good, thotigh it 
differs in other Matters alfo from the formet y. 

* The Parliament now perceiving to what Kind 
of ExcelTes the Madnefs of the Army wa§ like to 
carry them, refolved to leave, as a Legacy to the 
People, the Government of the Commonwealth 
by their Reprefentatives, when affembled in Par- 
liament; and, in the Intervals thereof, by a Coun- 
cil of State, chofen by them, and to continue till- 
the Meeting of the next fucceeding Parliament, to 
whom they were to give an Account of their Con- 
duct and Management, To this End they refol- 
ved, without any further Delay, to pafs thcxAft 
for their own DilTolution ; of which Cromwell \iZh 
ving Notice, makes Hafle to the Houfe, where he 
fat down and heard the Debate fome Time : Then 
calling to Major- General Harrifon^ who was on 
the other *Side of the Houfe, to come to him, he 
told him, * That he judged the Parliament ripe 
^ for a Diflblution, and this to be the Time of do- 
* ing it.' The Major anfwercd, as he fince told 
me, 6'/r, the JVork is very great "and dangercus^ 
therefore I defire you ferioujfly to confider of it before 
you engage in it, Tou fay zoell^ replied the Gene- 
ral, and thereupon fat ftill for about a Quarter of 
an Hour ; and then the Queftion for pafling the 
Bill being to be put, he faid again to Major-General 

Hfir- 

y Memoirs, Vol. "IT, p. '455, et feq^ 
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Harrifon^ This is the Time: I muji do it\ and^iud' Inter- regnum. 
denly ftanding up, he made a Speech, wherein lie ^^53' 
loaded the Parliament with the vileft Reproaches, ^^'^^^x 
charging them, * not to have a Heart to do aay 

* TThing for the Public Good ; to have efpoufed 

* the corrupt IntereftofPr^fbytery and the Lawyers, 

* who were the Supporters of Tyranny and O4)- 

* preffion ; accufing them of an Intention to perpe- 

* tuate themfelves in Power, had they not been 

* forced to the palling of this Adl, which he af- 

* firm'd th€y defign'd never to obferve ; and there- 

* upon told them, that the Lord had done with 

* them, and had chofen other Inftruments for car- 

* rying oa his Work that were more worthy/ 
This he {J3ake with fo much Paflion and Difconi- 
-pofure of Mind, as if he had been diftrac^cd. 

' Sir P<j/^r Wentworth ftood/up to anfwer him, 
and faid, * That this was thefirft Time that ever 

* he had heard fuch unbecoming Language given to 

* the Parliament ; and that it was the more horwd 

* in that it came from their Servant, and their Ser- 
vant whom they had fo highly trufled and obliged:* 

But as he was going on, the General ftept into the 
Midft of the Houfc, where, continuing his diftraclcd 
Language, he faid, Come^ come^ I will put an End 
to your Prating ; then walking up and down the 
Houfe 'like a Mad-man, and kicking the Ground 
with his Feet, he cried out, Tou are no Parliament ; 
/ fay you are no Parliament.: I will put an End-t? 
your Sitting : Call them in., call them in : Where- 
upon the Serjeant attending the Parliament, opcn'd 
the Doors, and Lieutenant- Colonel Worjley^ with 
two Files of Mufketeers, enter'd the Houfe ; 
which Sir Henry Vane obferving from his Place, 
faid aloud. This is not honejl\ yea^ it is agarnjl Mg- " 
rdlity and common Plomjly^ Then Cromwell fell a 
railiixg at him, crying out with a loud Voice^ O 
Sir Henry Vane» Sir Henry Vane, the Lorddeitver 
me from Sif Henry Vane. Then looking upgn 
one of the Merahers, he faid, There fits a Drunk- 
ard'^ and giving much reviling Language to others, 

he 
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Iflter-resnum. he commanded the Mace to be taken away, faying, 
,^JJ^^ frhat Jhall we do with- this Bauble ? Here^ take it 
April. away. Having brought all into this Diforder, Ma- 
jor- General Harrijon went to the Spealcer as he fat 
in the Chair, and told him, * That feeing Things 

* were reduced to this Pafs, it would not be con- 

* venient for him to remain there.' The Speaker 
anfwered, ' That he would not come down unlefs 
'he were forced.' 5/V, faid Harrifon^ I will lend 
you my Hand', and thereupon putting his Hand 
within his, the Speaker came down. Then Crom- 
iDfll applied himfelf to the Members of the Houfe, 
who were in Number between 80 and loo, and 
faid to them, // is you that have forced me to this^ 
for 1 have fought the Lord Night and Day^ that be 
would rather flay me than put me upon the doing of 
this Work, Hereupon Alderman Allen, a Member 
of Parliament, told him, * That it was not yet gone 

* fo far, but all Things might be reftored again ; 

* and that if the Soldiers were commanded out of 

* the Houfe, and the Mace returned, the public Af- 

* fairs might go on in their former Courfei* But 
CrGrnivell having; now pafs'd the Rubicon, not only 
reje\5led his Advice, but charged him with an Ac- 
count of fome hundred thoufand Pounds, for which 
he threatened to queftion him, having been long 
Treafurer for the Armyj and in a Rage committed 
him to, the Cuftody of one of the Alufkeeteers. 
Alderman Men told him, ' That it was well 

* known that it had not been his Fault that his 

* Account was not made up long fince ; that he 

* had often tendered it to the Houfe ; and that he 

* afked no Favour from any Man in that Matter.' 

* Cromwell having a6ted this treacherous and im- 
pious Part, ordered the Guard to fee the Houfe 
clear'd of all theMembersj and thenfeiz'd upon the 
Records that were there, and at Mr. ScobelPs Houfe. 
After which he went to the Clerk, and fnatching 
the A<51 of Diflblution, which was ready to pafs, 
out of his Hand, he put it under his Cloak ; and, 
having commanded the Doors to be lock'd up, 
went away to Whitehall.'* 

Crom- 
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Cromwell having thus difpatched this grand Af- fnter-regnum. 
fair, and depofed the late Lords and Matters at 1653. 
Wejiminfter-, from their Dominion and Sovereignty ^-— v"*-J 
in this Nation, vi^ent in the Afternoon of the fame ^^^^* 
Day to the Place where the Council of State ufually 
fat, and finding "many of them there, he accofk-d 
them thus : Gentlemen^ if you are met here as pri" 
vate Perfonsy you Jhall not be di/iurb'd-y but if as a 
Council of State ^ this is no Place for you: And fine e 
you cannot but know what was done at the Hotife in 
the Mornings fo take Notice that the Parliament is 
diffolved. To this Serjeant Bradjhaiu anfwered, 
Sir^ we- have heard what you did at the Houfe in 
the Aiorning^ and before many Hours all England 
will know It : But^ Sir^ you are mijiaken to think 
that the Parliament is diffolved \ for no Power under 
Heaven can diffolve them but themfelves ; therefore 
take you Notice of that. Something more was faid 
to the fame Purpofe, by Sir Arthur Hafelrigge^ 
Mr. Love^ and Mr. Scott \ but all of them, percei- 
ving themfelves to be under the fame Violence, 
thought proper to withdraw. 

The next Step our Hero took was to ifllie out, 
in his own Name and his Council of Officers, the 
following Declaration of the Grounds and Reafons 
for diffolving the Parliament *. 

Whitehall^ April 22 y 1653. 

* /^ U R Intention is not to give an Account, a Declaration of 

* \J at this Time, of the Grounds which firft^he^rounds and 

* moved us to take up Arms, and enorage our Lives !!:"^°?Jr^?^ **" 
' and all that was dear unto us m tins Caufe; nor the Parliament 

* to mind, in this Declaration, the various Dif- by Forcej 

* penfations through which Divine Providence hath 

* led us, or the Witnefs the Lord hath borne, 

* and the many fignal Teftimonies of Acceptance 

* which he hath given, to the fincereEnde^avours of 

* his unworthy Servants, whilft they were coateft- 

* ing with the many and great Difficulties, as well 

^ in 

« From the original Edition, printed by Henry Hills and Thomas 
Brewfier, Printers to the Army, It was alfo pubiifiicd in French, 
ky Auchor\ty, for the Information of Foreigners. 
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Inter-regnum, ' in the Wars, as other Tranfa£lions in the three 

1653- < Nations ; being neceffitated, for the Dcfcmce of 

^^"^T'^'T^ ' the fame Caufe they firft affcrtcd, to have Re- 

^" ■ * courfe unto extraordinary A(ftions, the fame be- 

* ing evident by former Declarations pubHihed on 

* that Behalf. 

^ After it had pleafed God not only to reduce 
' Ireland and give in Scotlandy but fo marvel oufly 

* to appear for his People at tVarceJler^ that thefe 

* Nations were reduced to a great Degree of Peace, 
' and England to perfeft Quiet, and thereby the 

* Parliament had Opportunity to give the People 

* theHarveft of all their Labour, Blood, ar>d Trea- 

* fure, and to fettle a due Liberty both in reference 

* to Civil and Spiritual Things, w hereunto they 

* were obliged by their Duty, their Engagements, 

* as alfo the great and wonderful Things which 

* God hath wrought for them ; it was Matter of 

* much Grief to the Good and Well -afFe died of 

* the Land, to obferve the little Progrefs which 

* was made therein, who thereupon applied to the 

* Army, expecting Redrefe by their Means ; not- 

* withllanding which, the Army being unwilling 

* to meddle with the Civil Authoi ity in Matters To 

* properly appertaining to it, it was agreed^ X hat 

* his Excellency, and Officers of the Army which 

* were Members of Parliament, Should be defired 

* to move the Parliament to proceed vigoroufly in 

* reforming what was amifs in Government, aiul 

* to the fettling of the Corpmonwealth upon a 

* Foundation of Juftice and Righteoufnefs ; xi'iiich 
' having done, we hoped that the Parliament would 

* feafonably have anfwered our Expe<Slation : But 

* finding, to our Grief, Delays therein, we re- 

* newed our Dcfires in an humble Petition to them, 

* wbich was prefented in Auguji laft \ and although 

* they at that Time, fignifyiii^ their good Accept- 

* a nee thereof, returned a si Thanks, and referred 

* the Particulars thereof to a Committee of the 

* Houfe, yet no confulei*able EfFeft was produced, 

* nor any fuch Progrefs made, as might imply their 

^re&l 
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* real Intentions to accomplifli what was petitioned Inter -re^nurt, 

* for; but, on the contrary, there more and more ap- ^^\3' 

* peared amongft them ah. Averfion to the Things ^^Tj^J"**^^ 

* themfeives, with much Bitternefs and Oppoh- ^ 

* tion to the People of God, and his Spirit ading 
« in them ; which grew fo prevalent, that thofe 
' Perfons of Honour and Integrity amongft them, 

* w4io had eminently ap^ieared for God and the 

* Public Good, both before and throughout this 
' War, were rendered of no further Ufe in Par- 
' liiment, than by meeting with a corrupt Patty to 
' give them Countenance to carry on their Ends, 
' and for effeding the Defire they had of perpetu- 
' ating themfelves in the Supreme Government, 

< for which Purpofe the faid Party long oppofed, 

* and frequently declared themfelves againft ha- 

* ving, a new Reprefentative : And when they faw 

* themfelves necelfitated to take that Bill into Con- 
« fideraVron, they refolved to make Ufe of it to re- 

' « emit the Hoftfe, with Perfons of the fame Spirit 

* and Temper, thereby to perpetuate their own Sit- 

* ting ; which Intention divers of the Aftiveft a- 
' mongft them did manifeft, labouring to perfuade 

* otfiers to a Confent therein : And the better to 

< efFed this, divers Petitions, preparing from fe- 

* veral Counties for the Continuance of this Parlia- 

* ment, were encouraged, if not fet oA Foot, by 

* many of them. 

' ' For obviatii^g of thtfe Evils, the Officers of 
« the Army obtained feveral Meetings tvith fome 
« of th6 Parliament, to consider what fitting Means 
' and Remedy might be applied to prevent the 
' fame^ Btftfcch Endeavours proving altogether 

* iheflSfeftual, it became moft evident to the Army, 

* as they ddiibt not it alfo is to all confidering Per- 
' fons, that this Parliament, through the Corrup- 

* ti6n of foirte, the Jealoufy of others, the Non- 
' Attcfndatice and Negligence of many, would ne- 

* ver anfwer thofe Ends which Gbd, his People, 

* and the whole Nation expefted fr6m them ; but 

* that this Caufe, which the Lord hatb fo greatly 
< bleffed, and bore Wicnefs to, mufi needs linguifti 

* under 
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Inter-regnum. * under their Hands, and, by Degrees j be wholly 
^^53« * loft; and the Lives, Liberties, and Comforts of 

* his People delivered into their Enemies Hands. 

* All which being fadly and ferioufly confidered 
' by the honeft People of this Nation, as well as 

* by the Army, an J Wifdom and Direilion being 
' fought from the Lord, it feemed to be a Duty 

* incumbent upon us, who had feen fo much of 

* the Power and Prefcnce of God going along with 

* us, to confider of fome more eft'cdtual Means to 

* fecure the Caufe which th^ good People of this 

* Commonwealth had been fo long engaged in, 

* and to eftablifb Righteoufnefs and Peace in thefe 

* Nations. 

* And after much Debate it was judged necef- 

* fary, and agreed upon. That the Suprerpe Au- 

* thority fhould be, by the Parliament, devolved 
*f upon known Perfons, Men fearing God, and of 

* approved Integrity'; and the Government of the 

* Commonwealth committed unto them for a 

* Time, as the moft hopeful Way to encourage 

* and countenance all God's People, reform the 

* Law, and adminifter Juftice impartially ; hoping 

* thereby the People might forget Monarchy, and, 

* underfianding their true Intereft in the Kle<3ion 

* of fjcceHive Parliaments, may have the Govern- 

* ment fettled^upon a true Bafis, without Hazard 

* to this glorious Caufe, or neceffitating to keep up 

* Armies for the Defence of the fame. And being 

* ftill refolved to ufe all Means poffible to avoid 

* extraordinary Courfes, we prevailed with about 

* twenty Members of PiirJiament to give us a Con- 

* ference, with whom we freely and plainly debated 

* the Neceffity and Juftnefs of our Propofals on that 

* Behalf; and did evidence that thofe, and not the 

* AiSl under their Confideration, would moft pro- 

* bably bring forth fomething anfv^erable to that 

* Work, the Foundation whcieof God himfelf hath 

* laid, and is now carrying on in the World. 

* The which, notwitblianding, found no Ac- 

* ceptance ; but, inftcad thereof, it was offered, 

* that the Way was to continue' ftill this prefent 

* Par^ 
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' Parliament, as being that from which we might inter-regnum, 
' reafonably expe(5^ all good Things : And this be- ^^SV 

* ing vehemently inlifted upon, did much confirm *'*OC**^ 

* us in our Apprehenfions, that not any Love to a ^" ' 

* Reprefentative, but the making U(e thereof to 

* recruit, and fo perpetuate themfelves, v/as their 

* Aim. 

' They being plainly dealt with about this, and 

* told that neither the Nation, the honeftlntereft, 
' nor we ourfelves, would be deluded by fuch Deal- 
' ings, they did agree to meet again the next Day 

* in the Afternoon for mutual Satisfa<£l:ion ; it being 

* confented unto by the Members prefent, that En- 

* deavours fliould be ufed that nothing in the mean 

* Time fhould be done in Parliament that might 

* exclude or fruftrate the Propofals before-men- ^ 

* tioned. 

* Notwithftanding this, the next Morning the ( 

' Parliament did make more Hafte^than ufual, in 

* carrying on their faid A<51, being helped on there- 

* in by fome ofthe Perfons engaged to us the Night 
' before 5 none of th^m which were then prefent 
' endeavouring to oppofe the fame : And being 

* ready to put the main Queftion for confumma- 

* ling the faid A61, whereby our aforefaid Propofals 
' would have been rend red void, and the Way of 

* bringing them into a fair and full Debate in Par- 

* liament obftrufted ; for preventing thereof, and 

* all the fad and evil Confequences which muft, 

* upon the Grounds aforefaid, have enfued; and 

* whereby, at one Blow, the Intereft of all honeft 

* Men, and of this glorious Caufe, had been in 
' Danger to be laid in the Duft, and thefe Nations 
' embroiled in new Troubles, at a Time when our 
' Enemies abroad are watching all Advantages a- 

* gainft us, and fome of them adlually engaged in 
' War with us, we have been neceflitated, though 

* with much Relu£tancy, to put an End to this 
' Parliament; which yet we have done, we hope, 

* out of an honeft Heart, preferring this Caufe a- 

* bove our Namcs^ Lives, Families, or Interefts, 
' how dear foeverj with clear Intentions and real 

« Pur- ' 
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Inter-regnum. * Purpofes of H^art, to call to the Government 

I. l^ ^ll i * Perlbns of approved Fidelity and Honcfty y be- 

Ap!ih * Heving that as no wife Men will expe£l to gather 

* Grapes of Thorns, fo good Men will hope, that 

* if Perfons fo qualified \^q chofeJU, the Fruits of a 

* juft and a riglueous Reformation, fo loJPg prayed 
' and vi^iflied for, will, by the Bleffing of God, be 
' in due Time obtained, to the refrefhing of all 

* thofe good Hearts who have been panting after 

* thofe Things. 

* Much more n^ight have been faid, if it had 
' been Qur Defire to juftify purfelves by afperCng 

* others, and raking intp the Mifgovernment of 

* Affairs ; but we fliall concliide with this. That as 

* we have bcpa led by Neceifity and Providence to 

* a<Sl as we have done, even beyond and above our 

* own Thoughts and Defires ; fo we fhall, and do, 

* in that Part of this great Work which is behind, 
^ put ourfel ves wholly upon the Lord for a Bleffing 3 

* profeffing, we look not to ftand one Day without 

* his Support, much lefs to bring to pafs any of the 

* Things mentioned and defired, without his Af- 

* fiftance ; and ther^fojre do folemnly defire and ex- 

* peft, that all Men, ^s they would not provoke 
' the Lord to their own Deftruftion, fhould wait 

* for fuch Iffue as he fliould bring forth, and to 

* follow their Bufinefs with peaceable Spirits ; 
' wherein we promife them Protection by his Af- 

* fiftance, 

* And for thofe who profefs their Fear and Love 

* to the Name of God, that feeing in a great Mea- 

* fure for their Sakes, and for Righteoufnefs Sake, 

* we have taken our Lives in our Hand$ to do 

* thefe Things, they wpuld be inftant with the 

* Lord Day and Night on our Behalfs, that we 

* may obtain Grace frpm him j and feeing we 

* have made fo often mention of his Name, that 

* we may not do the leaft Difhonour thereunto ; 
' which indeed would be our Confufion, and a Stain 

, * to the whole ProfeiSon of Godlinefs. 

' We befeech them alfo to live in all Humility, 
< Meeknefs, Righteoufnefs, and Love one towards 

• another. 
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* anothel*, and towards allMeh^ that fo they may Inter-rfgaum. 
^ put to filence the Ignorance of the Foolifii, who ' '^^' 

' falfly accufe them ; and to know that the late great ^"'T^^iP*^ 

* and glorious Difpenfations, wherein the Lord 
' hath fo wonderfully appeared in bringing forth 
' thefe Things by the Travel and Blood of his 
.' Children, ought to oblige them fo to walk in the 

* Wifdom and Love of Chrift^ as may caufe others 
' to honour their holy Profeflion, becaufe they fee 
' Chri/i to be in them of a Truth. 

' We do further purpofe, before it be long, more 

* particularly to fhew the Grounds of our Proceed- 

* ings, and the Reafons of this late great Aftion 
' and Change, which in this we have but hinted 
*at. 

' And we do laftly declare, That all Judges, 

* Sheriffs, Juftices of the Peace, Mayors, Bailiff^, 

* Committees and Commiffioners, and all other 

* Civil Officers arid Public Minifters whatfoever, 
' within this Commonwealth, or any Parts there- 

* of, da proceed in their refpedlive Places and Of- 
' fices ; and all Perfons whatfoever are to give Obe- 

* dtencc to them as fuHy as when the Parliament 
' was fitting ^. 

Signed in the. Name^ and hy the Appointment^ 
of his ExcelUncy the Lord-General^ arid his 
Council of Officers^ 

W I L L. M A L Y N, Secretary. 

Cromwell ^tiA his Officers having thus gain'd the'WHich gives a 
Power erf Government into their Hands, were com-|5^''^^'^^ Satisfac- 
pUmented from all Parts of England^ on the Juftice 
of bis late Aftion ; and with Engagements to ftand 
by them with theirLives and Fortunes. Th^ Diaries 
of thefe Times abound with Addreffes of this Sort ; 
but the two following, publiflied by Authority **, 
will be a fufficient Specimen of the reft. 

To 

a Mr. fFbtt/ocke fays, * That, upon tlw's Declaration^ he and hit 
Colleagues, Commifliopers of the Great Seal, proceeded to do Bu- 
finefs, conftdering they had their Authority from the late Parlia- 
ment, tho' they had delayed it till this Declaration waa publi/Iied.' 

b Printed for R. Ibbetfottt and liccnfed by the Agent-General to 
the Army, in puifuance of the late Aft for the fupprefling of fcan- 
daloiu Books. 
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^"^VcT""' ^^ *'^ ExcelUncy the Lord-General Cromwell, 
x^^l^ ^ and the Honourable the Officers of the Army, 

April. 

The Humble Petition of the Churches of 
Christ, CV. , 
Zheweth^ 

An Addrefs of * 'TT^ H ^^ ^^^^^ many Prayers by us put up to 

. Congraiulation «. j|^ the TliFonc of Grace for you, feeing now 

to him from thc< ^ glorious Retum of a ffreat Part of that we have 

ChUICneS, on ^ , ^ r\ \ r r \ y 

thatOccafjonj ' prayed ton, acted io fweetly by you, we cannot 

* but render this humble Acknowledgment of 

* God's Goodnefs to us, and the reft of God's 

* People in the Nation therein j and unto God do 

* we give Thanks^ for his Name is near^ his won- 
' droui Works declare ( PfaL Ixxv, ver. I .) And we 
' are very fenfible that we could not expeft upright 

* Judgment (ver. 2.) from the late Parliament in 

* that Way they aded ; and are ftrongly perfuaded 

* to believe, that it muft be another Congregation 

* that muft firft be received by God, that is to be 

* eftabliflied before the Work of the Lord be done, 

* which we hope is now bringing forth by you : So 

* that though the Parliament, reprefenting all the 

* Inhabitants of this Nation, be diflblved, yet we 

* doubt not but our God bears up the Pillars of the 

* Land, the Saints (ver. 3.). And we are very 

* fenfible of the great Endeavours that have been 

* by you laboured many Weeks together, to have 

* perfuaded them to have afted thofe Things, by 

* you long fince reprefented to them, which might 

* have been much for the general Good of the 

* People of God in this Nation : And God faid 

* often by you, unto many of thofe Fools, Deal not 
*' fooliJhly\ and to the wicked Ones among them^ lift 

* not up the Horn (ver. 4.) ; and to all of them, 

* Lift not up your Horn on high, fp^^k not with a 
^ ft'iff Neck (ver. 5.): And now when no other 

* Means would prevail, the Lord hath let them 

* know in his A6lings by you, that though, they 

* were fent from feveral Parts of the Nation, yet 

* Promotion cometh neither from the Eajl nor from 

Uhe 
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* the Weft^ nor frbm thi Sduth (ver. 6.); and that Inter-regnum 
« God himfelf is Judge, (ver. 7.) he hath put them '^^ 3- 

' down, that they may no longer fit to deceive the ^**J[j5f***' 

* Nation, and he is fetting up others in their Stead. ^* 

* Our Petition to your Excellency therefore is, 

* Firji^ That you, whom we look upon as our 

* Mofes leading God's People, would be pleafcd, 

* as always you have been, ftiJl to be for the People 

* to God-ward 5 that you may bring the Caufes 

* unto God, (ExGd.xv\\\^ ver. 19.) and advance the 

* Scepter of our Lord J^fus, 

* Secondly^ That you will remove the Grievances 
. * of Law- Suits, and teach us Ordinances and Laws; 

* and (hew us the Way wherein we muft walk, and 

* the Work that M^e tnuft do (ver. 20.) for the Glory 

* of God^ the Peace and Welfare of the Nation. 

' Thirdly^ That you will not leave the Choice 

* of thofe that fliall govern us to the Liberty of the 

* Counties, but that your Excellency will be pleafed 

* yourfelf to provide Confer vators for us out of all 

* the People ; and place over us, both in an higher 

* and in other lower Courts of Civil Judicature, 
' fuch to judge the People at all Seafons as fhali 

* be (ver. 21, 22.) ly?. Able Men. ^diy^ Men 

* fearing God. ylly^ Men of Truth, ^thly^ Men 

* hating Covetoufneft. 

And the Petitioners do Jiill pray^ ice. 
Signed by the free Ccnfent, and unanimous Ap» 
f ointment^ of the Churches ajfemhled together ^ 
April 25, 1653. 

The Humble Remonstrance <?/f*i?QEN£RAL 
Council <?/" Officers, met ^Z Dalkeith the ^th 
of May, 1653, in behalf of themfehes and the 
Forces in Scotland ; Jhewing their hearty Concur^ 
rence with his Excellency the Lord-General Crom- 
well and his Council of Officers at Whitehall, in 
dijfolving the late Parliament. 

* I^^Onfidering the late Declaration from your Another from 

* \^ Excellency and General Council, fhewingthe Army in 

* the Grounds and Rcafons for the Diffolution ol^''^^^"^^ 

Vol. XX, K 'the 
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loter-rcjnum. < the latc Pailiamcnt, who were . <;ijiQf?ii hy .Hfi 

'^^^Ij * People for the common Gopd* and toprocturo 

^[^r*^ * the WelJ-being of thofe by whom they were in- 

* trufted 3 to remove Oppreffionf and arbitrary 
•• Power, and all Obftacl^s fotbe Peace aad.Fjee- 

* dom of thcfe Nation3v wliofe Interefts they ought 
' to have preferred before their own Particular 

* And that, after fo lo^ £xpe^atiioii of fooi^ Fi^uit 

* of what they have formerly rennopftrated and <^- 

* dared unto the People, and fo n^any Years. Coja- 

* tinuance, falling Ihort of that Good they fpigbc 

* have done, they ihouM ftill fo ftrangely (to ^ the 

* Bi:cachofthofeGentljemen'sEo^gen»cntstqyo>iT. 
< Lordfliip and your Council, mentioned 141 :ypur 

* late Declaration) endeavour to perpetuate t^Jp^- 
' fclves, and thereby ftill enflave the Nat}on4>i?e«aa- 
*.not but blefs the good Hand of Gpd i|i ftir.ri{)g ^ 

* your Hearts to bear Wit^efs' againft thofe^&^ila 

* and Corruptions amongfl tbem^ which too jnaiii- ^ 
' feftly abounded, and are. clearly evident, to.iiw 

* faddening of ihe Hearts of gpod Men j. ^nd efte^ 
^ it a vroflderfui Providence that di^e&ed you to ib 

* necefiary and accepuble a Work* 

* We truft that the Lord, who hath led youthio* 
*■ many Difficulties, froia^ Time to Time, even to 

* this prefent Undertalcing, will herein give you 

* Wifdom and Courage once agaim to put forth 

* yourfelves in the great Work of the Lord and his 

* reoplc, in reviving thofe Rights and Privileges 

* that have been too long ftifled ; whereby the 

* Hearts of Tfaoufands are refrefhed, as it appeajs 

* by the good Refentment that is ^ery where had 

* of it : And we reft aflured that the Lord will lead 

* you by the Right Hand of his Love, and make 
« you walk in even Paths, teach you to underftand 

* Wifdom and Righteoufnefs, and enable you fa 

* to manage thofe weighty Affairs, (he hath now 

* fo feafonably called you unto) as that the Hands 

* of all good People may be ftrengthened by you; 

* and an happy Reformation produced in a greater 

* Meafure and ihorter Time^ thai> was ever like to 
^ have been by th^ perpetual fitting of thofe Men 

* whom 
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* whom theLord hath been pleas'd now to lay afide. intcr-irpiom. 

* And herein we (hall not only pray for you, and ^^53* 

* rejoice to fee thefe Things brought forth by your ^"""^y""^ 

* Wat ting -upon the Lord, and ftudying Righteouf- *^' 

* nefs and Peace ; but (hall alfo, as far as the Lord ^ 

* (hall enable us, with our Hearts and Hands, and 

* all our Might, be ready to join with you, and to 

* own you in the further Profecution of this great 

* Work, with which we hope neither our Lives 

* nor any external Comfort (hall come in Compe- 

* tition. 

' And we doubt not but all honeft Hearts in thefe 

* Nations, (as in the Army) which have not bowed 
' their Knees to Baal^ will, to a»Man, fecond you 

* in making good every Syllable of what hath been 

* formerly declared. And at length we hope the 

* Lord will fettle thefe Nations in Peace ; and, in 
**the mean while, raife up your Spirits to tread up- 

* on and fcorn thofe vile Things which have pol- 

* luted the Hands and Hearts of many that have 

* gone before you ; and to aft to the Praife of hfs 

* great Name, and the Comfort and Refre(hment 

* of all his People throughout the World. 

* We (hall not fay much more it pVcfent, but 

* defire that yda may go forth in the Strength of 

* our God ; then (hall the Work of the Lord pro- 

* (per in your Hands, and thofe mighty Lions, 
« which have lain in the Way of a pure and righ- 

* teous Reformation, be removed. And we truft 

* our Vows and Promifcs (hall be no more forgot- 

* ten, nor (ball we be led back again to (loop to 

* any Egyptian Yoke of Bondage, either in Spiri- 

* tual or Temporal Kingly Powers. 

Signed in the Name^ and by the Appointment^ of 
the Commander in Chiefs and the General . 
Council of Officers y of the Forces in Scotland, 

WILLIAM CLERKE, Secretary. 

Thus back'd, and thus fortified on all Sides, 

Cromwell and hts Council of Officers, out of whom 

he had con(Vituted a Council of State, went on 

K 2 boldly 
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Interregnum, \yo\d\y with their Affiairs. On the hincb of 

'^i!lj J^^^ ^^^y ^^^^^ ^^^ ^ Oeclaratioh for continuing 

^"■**r{J^**"^ the Muruhly Affelifnent of 120,000/. to the 25th 

of December enfuin», towards the Maintenance 6f 



G-n. Crom'uieU the AfiTiy and Navy, A few Days after, they gaVe 
order thcMonth-" Audicnce In Forni to the Partugue%e and Stve- 



and his Cuunc 



ly Afic.'Vment cU^'fftj Amhaffadors : They alio granted Cotnmif- 
i2o,oco/. to bcfions for John Corbet and John Haggity E(q^'. to 
conrinucd, ^yp Judges In North and South-lf'aLs^ in the room 
of 'Serjeant Eltonhead and Serjeant P^wely whom 
they had thought proix-r to remove from their Km- 
ployments: And, another Vi6l6fy being gained on 
the fecond and third of this Month by the EngliJJ} 
Fleet over the Dutch S the Council of State iilued 
out a Declaration, To invite aU the gdod People of 
thefe NatioiTS to Thankfulnefs, and hdy Rejoicing 
in the Lord, upon that Occafion \ which was o|-- 
dered to be publiQied as follows ^. 

IVhitchall, Jutu 11, 1 655, 
Th^ kf"^^^* * * \^ ^^^ ^^^" aCuftom much exercifed, to en- 
Da v for another ' 1 J'^i" i^ays and Duties of Thankfglving for 
Viftory over ths * Mercics received from the Lord; the Suitable- 
Dutcb Fleet. « ngfjj of which Pradice with Gofpel Times, and 

* that Gofpel Spirit which is only to bear Rule 
^ in the Cliurch^ of God (where the Worfbip-is 

* to be in Spirit and Truth, exercifed by a free and 

* Willi rtg People) is befide the Intent of t^liis Paper 
*.to difpute. 

* But cpnfidering how welcome to the Lord's 

* People every Occgfion of Praife, ininiftered by 

* the Lord himfelf, and minded by thofe that ma- 

* nage the Public Affairs, is to fuch as wait for his 

* Salvation, we have thought fit toxo«?niend this 

' high 

d In this Engagement wherein Deane, Blake, and Monk com- 
manded, the former was killed the ffrft Day. 

On the 24th of^tfWtfAdmiralDftffff'sCcrpfc was brought from 
Gfetntoieb to fVeftmhfier-Bridgei by Water, attended by thirty- 
Barges in Mourning. The Proceiiion was faluted, in their Paf- 
fage, by all the Ships ih the River,- and the Tototr Guns. In the 
Evening the Body was interr'd in the Abbey with great Pomp : The 
Lord-General and his Council, with all the Officers of the Navy 
and Army, then in Town, attending the Funeral, 

e Fron^ the original Edition, printed by Wdliam Du-Gurd an4 
Henry hdlu 
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high and heavenly Exercife and Privilege to aJl Inter- regnum* 
thofe whp are faithful in thefe Lands, in the ^^53» 
Words of the Prophet Ifaiah^ xii. ver. 4. /« that ^^-^jv-*^' 
Day ye Jhall fa%^ praife the Lord^ call upon his **"**' 
Name^ declare his D&ings among the People^ make 
Mention that his Name is exalted. Ver. 5. Sing 
unto the Lordy for he hath done excellent Things j 
this is known in all the Earth. Ver. 6. Cry out^ 
and Jhout^ thou Inhabit artt <7/Sion, for great is th^ 
holy One of Ifrael in the Midfi of thee. Truly this 
is fuch a Day \ if not that Day, it may be tbo 
Dav^ning of if. Ifa. %4 A Day efWoeto unrigh- 
teous Judges^ to Tyrants^ to all the. Proud of the 
JSartk, Ifa, xi. 77)^ Day ofhifrt who is the Rod^ 
the Brqnehy and the RqoI ^y^Jefle. Ver. 5. The 
Day of his Right^Qufnefs and paithfulmfs. 
Ver. 6» Of his heginnii^g to heal the Creation. 
Ver, 12, J 3. The Daf of gathering his People^ 
and taking gway their Envyings ens of another^ 
an4 m.aking up their Breaches. 

^ This great Succef§ againft the Dutch (who a 
few Day^ t?efore were lifted up with their Succc^Tes 
in getting out tbf ir Flepts.for Trade, and bring- 
ing their Ships load^n with Merchandi.Ee home in 
Safety, and in their braving it upon our Coafls, 
(hoQiing agajnft oyr Town? and C.aftks, in the 
Abfcnce of our Fleet) was-^i mpft fignal, and levery 
Way * .mod feafoflabkj Mexcy . 

* The Victory was a complete one, the fnemy 
flying' wijth great- Tej^ror ^nd Aft.oni(hmen(i, ha- 
ving received great Lofs of Men and Ships, and 
this in tfee View and Hea-ring of the Subjeds of 
France and Spain^ and their own Countrymen. 
It was without the Lofe of one Ship on bur* Part. > ^ 

It was alfo feafonabie, in abafing Pride,, Htn^hy 
tin^fs, and fle&ly Confidence, an(J in dlifedvcn- 
ing Hypocrify. It was an Anfwer to the. Faith 
and;Prai)^er of» God's. People, and to-.their great 
Hopes and £xpe£tati<^n3 from the Lor<i. It is a 
Mei'cy'X£mind4ng us of, andieaJingtous, all our 
fhrmsr Mercies: A Mfircy at fuch a Time as 
thisy-to-fey no more I What Mercy ij l^aifh in the 
K 3 * BowcU 
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Iiiter-regiratii. * Bowels of it, Time will declare: Who knows? 

i^53« < One of which we defire from our Hearts, and 
^•*!^Jp*^ * hope may be, as of £ftabli(hment and Union to 

^^^^^ * all thofe that fear the Lord amongft us, fo of 

* Conviftion to that Nation (at leaft to all thofe 

* that fear the Lord there) of their Oppofition to 
' the Work of the Lord in the Midft of us ; and erf" 

* their Duty to be ferviccable to Ghriji^ with their 

* Brethren, in that which he is doing in the WorW, 

* preferring their Ufefulnefs therein before all their 

* worldly Advantages. 

• We fhall conclude our Exhortation with that 

* of David ^ Pfal, evil, i. O give Thanks urito the 

* Lfirdy for he is good^ for his Mercy indureib fsr 
^ ever. Ver. 2. Let the Redeemed of the Lorid fay 
^ foy ivhom he hath redetmed from the Hand pf the 

* Enemy. Pfal. cxviii, i. Ogive Thanks unto the 

* Lordy for he is good^ fur his Mercy endurctb ^far 

* ever. Ver. 2. Let Ifrael nowfay^ that bis Mrrcy 
< endureth for ever. Ver. 3. *Let the Houfe of 
' Aaron noii} fay^ that his Mercy endureth for ever. 

* Ver. 4. Let them notv^ that fear tbi Lord^ fay^ 

* that his Mercy endureth for over. Ver, olt. O 
' give Thanks unto the Lord^ for be is good^ for his 
' Mercy endureth for ever. 

* The General and Coundl of State have ap- 
« pointed the 23d of this Inftant June to meet, if 
« God permit, with the Council of Ofiiccrs^'to 

* praife him. 

By Order of the CottmilofStatei 

JO. THURLOE, Sei^r^taryi. 

The Lord Mayor of London^ (Alderman Fowke) 
to teftify his Allegiance to his new Sovereigns) if- 
fued a Precept to. the Minifiers of the &vjeral Jfca- 
j-iibes of that City, reoommending earneftly to their 
^ Care the Publi(bing the foregoing Declaration in 
their Congregations, and. to ftir up the Peopl^Hto 
be unanimous in their Praifes to God foir tfaialfta- 
fonable Mercy. And on the 23d this Thanklgi- 
ying-Day (as the Diari€:s inform us) was accord- 
ingly 
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ingiy obferved with great Solemnity and DevGftiofi, iittcr-regsum. 
Jby the Lord-Gerierai and his C©uiicil» in the Cha- ^ ^53^ 
pel at WhitihaU-y by the Army ^nd the Fleet j 
and by the People throughout th^ whole Nation, 

Though Crnmmell and his Council of Officers 
had hithcrtx> exJejicifed the Civil Authority without They alfo refolve 
Controul, yet not thinking themfelves quite ^^^^^^^^^''TmIx^ 
in their new^acquired Power, without) at leaft, thefons to take up- 
Appearance of a Legiilative Sandion, they agreed on them the Go- 
opon a Projea of calling a Sort of a Parliament, ;:f 'nment of th« 

i/«i_n °-. r-./fi_/- Commonwealth. 

and luch a dort as never fat in hngland before. 
To this End a Meeting of the pencral Officers of 
thp Army was appointed at JVhitehalU where Ma- 
jor-GeSneral Lambert^ General Harrifon^ and other 
great Men of the Army came. Lambert propofed 
that a few Perfons, not exceeding the Number of 
ten or twelve, might be intrufted with the 6u- , 
preme Power : Harrifin was for a greater Num- 
DCTt ififcltning much to that of Seventy, being the 
Number the Jewijh SonhedrtjH confided of. But, 
after fonie Debate, it was refol ved , that a Number of 
Perfons in England, Ireland^ and Scatland^ as near as 
might be prc^orttonable tQ their Payments toward 
the Public Charge, (hould be nominated by the 
Council of Officers, and ftnt for to meet at IVeJimtn' 
jitr-on a certain Day % to whom all the Authority of 
the Nation fhould be 'delegated by an Inflrument 
fign'd and feal'd by the General and the Officers, 
obliging them&lves tx) be obedient to their Orders. 
The Summons to be fent out for colledling this 
Aflembly, in the G^neraFs Name only, was in 
thefe Words : 

T^rfffmuebasupcnthiDJffilutiBnofthehtePar'-A. Summons if- 
* liament it hectime necejjary that the Peace, Safe- ^^^^ CromveU 
ty, andgo^d Gmjemment $fthis CBmmomvealth Jhoulfi °' ' *^ "^^^ ^* 
hd provided for ; and^ in order thereunto, diver r 
Ptrfonf fearing God, and of approved Fidelity and 
Honefly^ are bymyfelf, with the Advice of my Coun- 
tit of Officers y mminatedy to whom the great Charge 

arul 
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latei-rcgnum. and Truft of fa Weighty Affairs is U hf €9mHutf£d } 
•.— l^i^Lj ^^^ having g9^4 Jffurancs of yaur Love to,^ t^nd 
Tul7. Courage fory Cod and the Iniert^ of his Ca^£^ 
arid of the good People of tins Copimonweaitb : 

I Oliver Cromwell, Captain- General and Com' 
mander in Chief of all the Armies and Forces reifed^ 
and to be raifed^ within this Commonwealth^ do h^re^ 
by fummon and require you (^^^^g ^"^ 

ef the faid Perfons nomiffated) perfonally to b^ end 
appear at the Council-Chamber^ commonly knt^'Lun or 
called by the Name of the . Council- Chc^mber at 
Whitehall, within the City «/" Weftinlnfter» upon 
the fourth Day of July next enfuing the Dat£ hfrf- 
cf\ then and there to take upon you, the faid Trvfi 
unto which you are hereby called and appointed^ to 
ferve as a Member for the Coupty of 
And hereof you are not tafaif. 

Given under my Hand and Se^ the fixth Day of 
June, 1653. 

O. CROMWELL, 

In purfuance of the foregoing Sumnuxiis, this 

moll extraordinary Convention affembled theixi- 

The Perfons no- felves together ; the Account pf which ^we fljjiU 

minated meet atgj^g ^j ^.j^gQ Dublifhed bv Authority; in the fol- 

H^biteball in pur- Y • ^^ ^e ./ ' ^ 

ikance thereof, lowmg 1 crmS <; : 

' July 4. This being the Day appoint;e4 by the 
Letters of Summons from his Excellency the Lojrd- 
General, for th? Meeting of the Perfq^s called 
to the Supreme Authority > there caipe atlout 120 
of them tP the Council-Chamber in Wbitebali, 
After each Perfon had given in ^ Ticket, of his 
Name, they all enter'd the Room. and fajt down 
in Chairs, appointed for them, round about the 
Table : Th^n his Excellency th« Ii9i;d-G^eral 
ftanding by the Window, oppo(lte to th^, fiddle 
of the Table, and as n(iany of t^je OfRciPrs pf the 
Army as the Room coyjd well cp^it^viq, fpcne on 
his Right I)and and others on t^is Left) and ahout 
hipi, made the following Speech to t^? Aflcmbly : *" 

GentUtrutiy 

« Proceedings on State Affairs, N°. 197. 
f From the original Edition, printed by H^, Du-Gard and 
H. Hills. , • 
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• Gentlemen 9 Inter- reemini. 

* T Suppofe the Summons that hath been inftru- '^"^ ^ 

* \^ mental to bring you hither, gives you well to r^^ 

* unrferftand the Caufe of your being here. How- 

* belt, having fomething to impart, which is zn CroTfnve/r^ 

'' Ittftrument drawn up by the Confcnt and Advice Sge^ch to that 

* of the principal Officers of the Army, which isAflembly. 

* a little, as we conceive, more fignific'ant thaii 

* that other Sumipons, we have that here to ten- 

* dcr ydu : And we have Tomewhat further like- 

* wife to fay to you for our own Exoneration, and 

* we hope it may be fomewliat further to your Sa- 
? tisfaftfon ; and therefore feeing you fit here fome- 

* what uneafy, by reafon of the Scantnefs of the 

* Room and the Heat of the Wbather, I flialt 

* contraft myfelf with refpeft to that. 

* I have not thought it amifs a little to remind 
^ you of that Series of Providence, wherein the 
« Lord hitherto hath difpenfed wonderful Things 
^ tothefe Kations, from the Beginning of our 

* Troubles to this very Day. If I fhould look 
^ much backward, we might remember the State 

* of AfFairs as they were before the fhort, 'and 

* that which' was the laft, Parliament 5 in what a 

* Pofture the Things ef this Nation ftood, doth 

* fo well, I prefume, occur to all your Memories 
« and Knowledge, that I fhall not need to look 

* (o far backward, nor yet to the Beginnino; of 

* thofe hoftile A6tions that paft between the I^ing 

* that was and the then Parliament. And, indeecf, 

* feould I begin this Labour,' the Things that 

* would fall neceiFarily before you, would rather 

* be fit for a Hiftory, than for a Difcourfe at this 

* prefent, 

* But thus far we may look back : You very 

* weif know, after divers Turnings of Affairs, it 

* plcafedGod, much about the Midft of this War, 

* to winnow, as I may fay, the Forces of this Na- 

* tion, and to put them into the Hands of Men of 

* other Principles than thofe that did engage at the 

* firft. By what ftrange Providences that alfo was 

* brought about,. w«uld aflc more Time than is al- 

* lotted . 
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Tranfac^ion, to wit. An hiftorical Narration; 
there being in every Dirpenf^tion, (whether the 
King's going from the Parliament, the pulling 
down the Biihops, purging the Houfe at that 
Time by their going away to iaflift the King, or 
Change of GoverDmciit) whatever it was, not 
any of thefe ThingiB but hath a remarkable Point 
of Providence fet upon it, that he that runs may 
read. Therefbre I am heartily forry that, in 
point of Time, I cannot be particular in thofe 
Things which I did principally defign this Day, 
thereby to provoke and ftir up your Hearts and 
mine to Gratitude and Confidence. 
•* I fliall now begin a little to remember you the 
Paflages that have been tranfadled fince Worcefitr 
Fight V whence coming with my Fcllow> Officers 
and Soldiers, we expected, and had fomc reafdn- 
able Confidence that our Expe<ftations fhould not 
be fruftrated ; that" the Authority that then was, 
having fuch a Hiftory to look back unto, fuch a 
God that appeared for them fo eminently, io vi- 
fibly, that even our Enemies many Titties con- 
fefs'd that God himfelf was engag*d againftthem, 
or they fhould never have been brotfght io low, 
nor di (appointed in every Undertaking*: For that 
may be laid, (by the Way) had we mifcarried 
but once where had we been ? I fey we did think, 
and had fome reafonable Confidence, that coining 
up then, the Mercies that God had dewed, the 
Expedations that were in tJie Hearts of all good 
Men, would have prompted thofc that were in 
Authority to have done thofe good Things which 
might, by honcft Men,' have been judged a Re- 
turn fit for fuch a God, and worthy of fuch Mer- 
cies ; and Indeed a Difcharge of Duty to thoffe 
for whom all there Mercies have been fhcwed, 
that is, the Intereft tof the three Nations, the true 
Ifitercft of the three Nations. 
* And if I fliould now labour to be pattreulaf in 
enumerating fome Bufinefifes that have Wch 
tranf^aed from that Time, till tfic Diflbliitiort of 
the late Parliament^ indeed I (hould b^ upoii] a 

^^rheiiic 
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* Theme that wowkl be M^ry tr6ublefomc to my- Imer-rtgnam. 

* felf : For I muft fay for iliyftlf ind Fcibw-Offi- ^^53- 

* cers, we have rathfcr defired and ftudied htaling '^"Vj ^ 

* than to rake into Sore's, ind look biurkward to 

* render Things in thofe Colours that would not 

* be very well pleafing to any good Eye to look 

* uport. Only this wt muft fay, for out owii Exo- 
^ neration, and as thereby laying fomc Fouiidatioii 
*" for the making evident tht Necefiity and Duty 

* th^ was incumbent upon us to make this lalt 

* great Change ; I think it will not be artnifs to of- 

* fer a Word or two in that, not taking Plfeafure tcJ 

* rake into the Bufmefs, wefe there not feme Kirtd 
*- of Necefiity fo to do. Indeed we may fay, with- 

* oat commending ouifelves, I mean myVelf and 
*^ thofe Gentlemen that have been engaged in tha 

* Military Affairs, that lipen our Return We cam^ 

* fully bent, in our Hearts and Thoughts, to defire 

* and ufe all fair and lawful Means we* could to 
' have ha4 the Nation to rtap the Fruit of all that 

* Blodd and Treafure thit had been expended lit 
^ this Caufe 5 and we have had many Defires and 

* Thirftings in but Spirits-, to find out. Ways and 
' Means wherein we might any ways be inftl*u- 

* rtiental to help it forward ; and we were very 

* tender, for a long Time, fo much as to petition; 

* till Augujt laft, or thereabouts, we never offered 

* to petition. But fomc of our then Members and 

* others having good Ac<juaintance and Relation 

* to, divers Members of the Parliament, we did, 

* from Time to Time, follicit that which we 

* thought (if there had been Nobody to prompt! 

* them, Nobody to call upon them) would have 

* been liftened to, out of Ingenuity and Integrity 
' in them that had Opportunity to have anfwered 

* our Expeftations : And) truly, when we faw no- 

* thing would .be done, we did, as we thought, 

* according to our Duty, remind them by a Peti-r 
^ tion ; which Petition, 1 fuppofe, the moft of you 

* have fcen, which we delivered either in "July or 
« Auguft laft. What Effed that bad is I'ikewifc 

^ very \tdl known; the Truth is, we had no Re* , 

* turn 
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Xatcr-regnuiiu « tiirn at all ; all the Satisfaflion for us was but a 
^ 'J^j^ * few Words given us j the Bufineiles petitioned for 
^*T)C*^ * moft of them, we were told, were under Ccftifi- 

< deration, and thofe that were not had very little 

*' or no Confideration at all. 

* Finding the People diiTatisfied in every Corner 

* of the Nation, and' bringing home to our Doors 
^ the Non-performance ol thofe Things that had 

* been promifed, and were, of Due, to be per- 
^ formed, we did think ourfelves concerned ; we 

* endeavoured, as became honeft Men, to keep up 

* the Reputation of honeft Men in the World, and 

* therefore we had divers Times endeavoured to 

* obtain a Meeting with diyers Members of Par- 
^ liament, and truly we did not begin this till Oc- 
^ Uber lafl ; and in thofe Meetings did, in all Faith* 
^ fulnefs and Sincerity, befeech them that they 
^ would be mindful of their Duty to God and Man, 

* and of the Difcharge of their Truft to Grod and 
^ Man. I believe that many of thefe Gentlemen 

' ^ who are here, can tell that we had at the leaft ten 

^ or twelve Meetings, moft humbly begging and 

* befeeching them that, of their own Accords, they 
^ would do thofe good Things ti^at had been pro- 
^ mifed ; that fo it might appear they did not 

* do them by any Suggeftion from the Army, but 

* of their own Ingenuity ; fo tender were we to pre- 
^ ierve them in the Reputation and Opinion of the 

* People to the uttermoft^ And having had many 
*• of thofe Meetings, we declared plainly that the 

* Iffue would be the Judgment and Difplcafureof 

* God againft them, the Diflatisfadlion of the 

* People, and the putting Things into a ConfuHon; 

* yet how. little we did prevail we well know, and 

* we believe is not unknown to youl 

* At the hft, when we faw indeed that Things 
'would not be laid to Heart, we had a ferioas 
' Confideration amongft ourfelves what ether 

* Way to have Recourse unto; and when, indeed, 

* we came to thofe clofe Confiderations, they bc- 

* gan to take the AcS: of the newReprefentativeto 
, • * Heart, 
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' Hearty and feem'd exceeding willing to put it on) inter-tegnuni. 

* the which had it been done, or. would it have 

* been done, with that Integrity, with that Cau* 
^ tlon, that would have (av^ this Caufe, and the 
^ Intereft we have been fo long engaged in, diere 

* could nothing have happened, to our Judgment, 
^ more welcome than that would have been : But 
' finding plainly that the Intendment of it was not 

* to give the People that Right of Choice, but the 

* feeming to give the People that Choice was intend- 
' ed and jdefigned only to recruit theHouiiey the bet- 
^ .ter to perpetxfate themfei ves : And truly having, 
' divers of us, been fpoken to to that End, that we 
' fliould give Way to it, a Thing to whi«*h we had a 
^ perpetual Averfion^ which we did abominate the 
^ Thoughts of, we always declared our Judgments 

* iigainft.it, and our Diflatisfa£tion ; but yet they 
^ would not hear of a new Reprerenta^.e till it had 
^ l^jLd three Years before them^ without proceeding 

* with one Line confiderably in it y nay, they could 
^ nottendure to hear of it : Then when we came to 
^ our clofe Considerations, then, inflead of pro- 
' trafliing, they did maice as much prepoikrous 
' Hafte on the other Hand^ and ran into that Ex- 
^ iremity ; and finding that this SpiriQ.was not ac- 

* cording to God, and that the whole Weight of 

* thi§ Caufe, which muft needs have been very 

* dear unto us, who have fo often adventured our 

* Lives for it, and we believe is fb to yon ; when 

* we few plainly that there was not fb much Con*- 

* ilderatbn how to affert it, or to provide Security 

* for it, but indeed to crofs thofe that they reckon- 

* ed the^ moft troublefome People they had to deal 

* with,.which was the Army, who, by this Time, 

* was fufficiently their DHpleafure : I fay, when we 
< that had the Power in our Hands, fawthat to let the 

* Baljuiefs ga to foch an IflTue as this, was to throw 

* Jbiack the Caufe into the Hands of them fre firft 

* fought witb^ ive came to this firft Conclufion 

* amongft ourfelves. That if we had been fought 
' out of it>.Neceifity Wi>ttld have taught usPatience; 



< 
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JaterfegiMffl. ^ but to have it taken -from us fo unwortiiily) 

^ ^53< ^ ' wre fhauld be rendered the worft People in the 

Tui * World, and we fhould become Traitors both to 

' ^* ' God and ^lan. And when God had laid this to 

^ our Hearts, and that we found the Intereft of hi$ 

^ People was grown cheap, and not laid to Heart, 

^ and if we came to Competition of Things, the 

' Caufe even amongft themfelves would (even al^ 

^ * moft in every Thing) go to the Ground : Thii 

^ did add more Confideration to us, thkt there wa$ 

^ a Duty incumbent on us. And, truly, I fpeak it 

* in the PrefencB of fome that are here, that were at 
^ the clofe Confultations (I may fay) as before th6 
^ Lord, the thinking of an A-d c^ Violence ^as 
^ to us worfe than any Engagement tblt evet w6 
^ were in yet ; and worfe to us than the utmoft 

* Haxard of our Lives that could be ; fo unwilling 
*• werd we,^ tender were we, fo deArous were we, 
^ if it were pof^ibie^ that theiie Men might have quit 
^ their Places with Honour: And^ trtdy, this I am 
^ the longer upon, becaufe it hath been, in out 
^ Hearts and Confciences, our Juftification ; and 
^ hath nether yet- been imparted thoroughly to th6 

* Nation ; and we had rather begin with you td 
^ do it, than to have done it before; and do think 

* indeed that thcfe Tranfadlions be more proper fof 

< a verbal Comtnunication than to have be^n put in 

* Writing. I doubt whofoever had put it into Wri- 

< ting,- would have been tempted to havd dipt his 

* Pen in Anger and Wrath \ but AiFairs being at 
^ this Pofture, that we faw plainly and evidently, 
' in fome critical Things, that the Caufe of the 

* People of G6d was a defpifed Thing ; truly thcii 
^ we did believe that the Hands of other Men xnuft 
^ be the Hands that muft be trufted with it \ and 
^ then we thougiit it high Time for us to look about 
^ U1S, and to be fanfible of our Duty; If I (hould 

* takel%ip your Time to tell you what Inftances we 
• * have to fatisfy pur Judgments and ConfcienCes 

* that theft Things were not vain Imaginations, 
^ that were petitioned for, but that fell within the 

^ • ' . ' Compafs 
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* Compafs of bur certain Knowledge and Senfe ; Inter.re|riuiiii 

* fliould I repeat thele Things to you, I fliould do '^53- 

* that which I Would avoid, to rake irlto thcfe ^^^'^^^ 

* Things too much. Only this : If Anybody were •' ^' 
*.in Competition for any Place of real and fignal 

* Truft, how hard and difficult a Thing it were to 
^ get any Thing to be carried without m -iking Par- 

* ties, without Things indeed unworthy of a Par- 

* liament; and when Things muft be carried fo in 

* a Supreme Authority, indeed I think it is not as 

* it ought to be. But when it came to other Tri- 

* als, in that Cafe of Walts^ which I muft confefs, 

* for my own Part, I fet myfelf upon ; M I fliould 

* inform what Difcountenance that Biifinefs of the 
' poor People of God there ha<J, who had Men 

* watching over them like fo many Wolves, ready 

* to catch the Lamb as foon as it was brought out 

* into the World : How fignally they threw that 

* Bufinefs under foot, to the difcountenancihg of the 

* honeft People there, and the countenancing of the 

* malignant Party of this Commonwealth, 1 need 

* but fay it was fo ; many have ffelt, by ftd Expe- 

* rience, it Was fo, who will better impart thaft 

* Bufinefs to you, which (for myfelf and Fellow- 

* Officers) I think was as perfeft a Trial of 

* their Spirits as any Thing ; it bein'g known to 

* many of us, that God kindles a Seed there, in- 

* deed, hardly to be parallel'd fincc the primitive 

* Times. 

* I would this had been all the Iriftanc^sj^biit 

* finding which Way their Spirits went, and find- 

* ing that Good was never intended to the Peopld 

* of God ; I mean, when I fay fo, that laijge Com- ' 

* prehenfiori of them under the fevcfal Forms of 

* Godlinefs in this Nation ; when! I faw that Ten- 

* dernefs was forgotten to them all, (though it wasi 

* very true that by their Hands and Means, thro* 

* the Bleifing of God, they fat where they did) and 

* Affairs (not to fpeak it boaftingly) had been in- 

* ftrumentally brought to that Iflue they werd 

* brought to by the Hands of thofe poor Creatures^ 
< we thought this an evil Requital. I will not fay 

Vol. XX. L - * thfc/ 
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rnftr-refnjjm. < thcy were at the uttermoft Pitch of Rcform^ftlioov 
^yh ^ * altho' I could fay that in one Things thj^ Reg«*- 

* lation ofthe Laiw^ib much ffofditd ynde^ m that 

* Pofture it iiow is in, there wejrc many Words fpo- 
/ ken for it ; we know^ many Months. t<>gethcrv?a» 

* not Time enough topafs over one Wor3 called 
^.Incumbrances* I fay, iinding tjiat this was. the 

* Spirit and Complexion of them, that tho' ib«fe 
f were Faults for which no Man ibould baye.^afed 

* to hft bis Hand, iiropiy for iiiefe Faults .and Fail- 
'' in^, yet when wc faw their Intendment r was. t^ 
:f perpetuace tluemfelves and Men pf this Spixit, for 

* fome had it from their own Moutha,, from tbek 
** own-DcfigOi, who CQvM not eiidure tp'biear of 
^* being diflolved"; thiy was an bigji Bfcach ci 
'^ Truft, if they had been a ParUamc^t lieyej vip- 
:* fated, fitting as free and as clear as cv^ any- fap 
*** in Sn^iauJ; y^t if they would go about tp psipe^ 
.* tuate themfejves, we did think this, to^be fo..higb 

* a Breach of Truft, as greater could not be* Ani^ 
^^ we did not go by Gucfc in .this ; aojd, to be out 

* of Doubjt in it, wc (having that Conf^renoe 
^ among ourielves, whereof we gave Acobunt) 

* did ddipe opoe more/ the Night jbefofo tfeeOif- 
' (blution, (and it had been in, our DefirestfOfil? 

* two or* three Dtys before) that we migbit fpeak 

* with fcme of the principal Ferfpns of tj^e Hpife,. 
' * that wc might, with Ingenuity, open our .Hejirt3 

* to .them ^ to the end we might be either convjiiced 
^ of the Ground of their PrincipW and Inteotionjs^ 

".^ icp the Good of the Natipp j ,or, if we could JjOfc 
' * be convinced, they would hear our 'Offer^ or Ex- 

^ piediept, to prevent this MifcbL^} and jpfteedl wp 
"•xould not prevail for two or tj*ree Day5, tillthp 

^ Night icforc the piiToluition. Tbl^re i? i ToucK 

^ of this in that our Declaration; wahad.oftpngdc- 
t f firecj jt, and at that Time attaifi/ad it ; tbcre wpre 

,* above twenty of theni vi^ho wcre.Member'^, npnc 

- * of the Jeaft Confideratioti for Intereft and:Ahi]fity, 

- * with w^om we defired to difcpurfe thofc .TWings, 
* f and had Difcourfe with them ; :and ttpHrafed'tbc^ 
: f.Gcmleraeft' Officers ol the Army to defire mic'to 

« offer 
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* «flSsr their Senfe tothem, andindeed ijt was (hortly ^»»*^J-^'^||V?*"' 
*' carried thus : We told them the Reafon of our ^,_^^^-'^ 

* Defireto wait upon them was, to know what Se- j«ly, 

* curity we had in th^ Wrfy of their proceeding {6 

* haftrly with their A61 for a new Reprefentativci 
* 'whArein they had made a few Qualificarions, 

* fuch as they were ; but how the whole Bufi- 

* nefs Should be executed we had no Account jdF, 

* wfcic^h we defired them to give us; for we 

* thought we had an Intereft in our Lives, E- 

* ftates, and Families, as well as the Worft People 

* of the Nation, and that we might be bold to aflc 

* Satisfaction in that ; and * if they did proceed iri 

* honeft Ways, as might be fafe to the Nation^ 

* we might acquiefce therein. When we preffed 

* them to give Satrsfadiion in this, the Anfwer 

* was. That nothing could be good for the Nation 

* bat the Continuance of this Parliament. W^ 

* wondered that we fliould have fuch a Return j 

* we faid little to that. 

* But feeing they would not give us that which 

* miffht fatisfy us that rfieir Way was honeft 
•ana fafe, they would give us Leave to make our 

* Objcaions: We did tell them, That we thought 

* that Way they were going in would be imprac- * 

* ticable : We couJd not tell them how it would 

* be brought to paft, to fend out an AA of Parlia- 

* ment into the Country, to have Qualifications iri 

* an A€t to be the Rules of KeSors and Ele(9:ed ^ 

* ani not to know who ,ihould execute this ; de- 
« • firing to know whether the next Parliament werd 

* liot iike to confift of all Prefbyterians ? Whethejf 

* thofe Qualifications would hinder them, or Neu- 
ters ? AmJ though it be our Pefire to value an4 

* efteem Perfons of that Judgment, only they har 
« ving, as we know, deferted this Caufe ?ind Inter 
« reft upon the King's Account, and on that Clofur^ 

* between them and the Neighbour Nation, we do 

* think we mnft confefs we had as good have deli- 

* vered up our Gaufe into the Hands of anv, as in-^ 

* to the Hands of interefted and biafs'd Men ; for 

* it is one Thing to live. friendly a«d, brotherly j 

La 'to 
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SBter-ref!num. * to bear with, and love, a Pcrfon of another Judg-* 

^^53* c ment in Religion; another Thing to have any 

^*r^p^*'^ * fo far fet into the Saddle upon that Account, as» 

^' ^ that it fhould be in them to have all the reft of 

* their Brethren at Mercy. Having had this Dif- 

* courfe, making thefe Objections of bringing in 

* Neuters, or fuch as fhould impofe upon their Brc- 

* thren, or fuch as had given Teftimony to the 
' Kinji's Party; and obj.e6tiog to the Danger of it, 

* in drawing the Concourfe olall People to arraign 
f every individual Perfon, which indeed did fallob- 

* vioufly in, (and the Ifl'ue would certainly have been 

* the putting it into the Hands of Men that hadjittle 

* AfFc£Hon to this Caufe) it was confefled by feme 

* that thefe Objedions did lye : But Anfwer wa» 
t made by a very eminent Perfon, at ^he fame 

* Time as before, That nothing would favc the 
f Nation but the Continuance of this Parliament. 
' This being fo, we humbly propofed an Expedient 

* of ours, which was indeed to defire that the Go- 

* vernment, being in th^t Condition it was^ and 

* Things being under £b much ill Seoie abroad, 

* and fo likeJy to come to Confufion in every Re- 

* fpecS, if it went on ; we then dcfired they would 

* devolve the Truft over to Pcrfons pf Honour and 

* Integrity, that were well known. Men well af- 

* feezed to Religion and the Litereft of the Nation; 
« which we told them, and was confefled, had 

* been no new Thing, when thefe Nations had been 

* under the like Hurly-burly and Diftraflionsj and 

* it Was confefled by them, it had been no new 
.' Thing. We had been at Labour to getPi:ecedects 

* to convince them of it ; and we told them thofe 

* Things we offered, out of that deep Senfe we had 
•of the Good of the. Nation, and the Caufe of 

* Chrift ; but were only anfwered That nothing 

* would fave the Nation but the Continuance <rf 

* that Parliament. Altho' they would not fay they 

* would perpetuate it, at that Time leaft .of all, 

* yet we found their- Endeavours did dire<91y teud to 
f it ; for they gave us this Anfwer, That the Things 

* we had offered were of a tender and very weighty 

. . * Con- 
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* Consideration. They did make Objections how inter-i 

* we fhould raife Money, and fome other Objec- '^53 

* cions: We told them, that that we offered as an ^ 'TY" 

* Expedient, becaufe we thought it better than that • ^ 

* for which no Reafon was, or Thought would be 

* given* We defired thent to lay the Thing fe- 
' rioufly to Heart : They told us they would take 

* Confideration ^f thefe Things till the Morning 5 * 

* that they would fleep upon them^ And 1 think 

* that there was fcarce any Day that there fat above 

* 50, 52, or 53. At the Parting, two or three ' 

* of the Chief Ones, the very chiefeft of them, did 

* tell us, That they would endeavour the fufpend- 

* ing the Proceedings of the Reprefcntative the 

* next Day, 'tiH they had a farther Conference, 

* and we did acquiefce; and had Hope, if our Ex- 

* pedient could take up a lovfng Debate, that the * 

* -next Day we ihould have fome fuch Iffue thereof 

* as woula have given a Satisfaction to all. 

* They went away late at Night ; and the next 

* Morning, we confidering how to order that which 
^ we had to ofFdr to them when they were to meet 

* in the Evening, Word was hrouglK they were 

* proceeding with a Reprefcntative, with all the 

* Eagernefs they could. We did not believe Perfons ' 

* of (uch Quality could db it. A fecond and a third 

* Meflcnger told us they had almroft finifhed it, and 

* had brought it to that Iffue, with that Hafte as had 
"* never been known before 5 leaving out the Things * 

* that did ncceffarily relate to due Qualifications, as 

* we have heard fince; and refolved to make it a 

* Paper Billynot toengrofsit, that they might make 

* tlie quicker Difpatch of it: Thus to have thrown 

* all the Liberties, of theNation into the Hands that 

* never bled for it : Upon this Account we thought 
^ it our Duty not to fuffer it, and upon this the 

* Houfe wa^ diffolved. 

• This we tell you, that you may foltnow that 

* what hath been done in the Diflblution of this 

* Parliament, was as neceffary to be done as the 

* Preftrvation of this Caufe/and that Neceffity 

* that led u&'to do that, hath brought us* to this 

L 3 * Iffuij 
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|atBr'rwf»>w«» * Ifl"^ of cxcrcHing an^ extr^ordmary Way and 

»653» * Qourfc tQ draw yourfelvcs together upon this 

^-^"V'*"*-^ * Account, as you arc Men who know the Lord^ 

'^' * 9it\^ have made Obfervatioqs of his marvelous 

^ Difpenfations, and may be trufted with this 

' * Caufc It remains (for I (hall not acquaint you 

* further with what relates to your taking uoon 
* * yoM this great Bufmefs, that toeing contained ia 

* this Paper in my Hand, which 1 do ofter prc- 

* fentiy to you to read) having done that which wc 
' thought to have done upon this Ground of Nc- 

* cel&ty, which we know was not feigned Necef- 

* fity, but real and true., tt> the end the (jovem- 

* ment might not be at a Lofs; and to the end wc 

* might manifeft to the World the Singlenefs of 

* our Hearts and Integrity, who did thofe Things, 

* not to grafp after the Power ourfelyes to keep it 
^ in a Military Hand, tiQ not for a Day ; but, as 

* far as God enables us with Strength and Ability, - 

* to put it into thcvHaods that might be called from 

* ft vcral Parts of the Nation : This Neceffity,! fay, » 

* and we hope may fay, fpr ourfeives, this Integrity, 
•* of labouring to diveft the Sword of all Power and 

* Authority in the Civil Adminiftration of it, bath 

* been that that bath moved us to conclude of this 

* Courfe; and, having done:that, we think we can- 

* not,, with the Difcharge of our Confciences; but 

* offipr fomewhat un^ you, as I faid before, for our 

* own Exoneration ; it having been the Pradice of • 
^ qth^s who have voluntarily, and out of Senfe of 
< Duty, diverted themfelves, and devolved the Go- 

* vernmcnt into the Hands of others ; it having 

* been the Pradice where fuch Things have beea 
^ done, . and very conionant to Reafon, together 

* with the Authority to lay a Charge in fi^ch a Way 

* as w^ hope we do, and to prefs to. the Duty, 

* which we have a Word or two to ofjkr to you. - 

* TruIy^God hath called you to this Worfc, by 
« (I think) as wonderful Providences as ever pafs'd^ 
^ upon the Sons of Men in fo (hort a Time. And 
«' truly, I think, taking the Argument of Neceffity, 
^ (Jfor tim. Gaverament muft iiot f^ll) taking the. 

*Ap. 
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* AppeaT:^Qe$. of t;he Will of God in this. Thingr loter^ftgnujru 

* I ^ni fuje. jou would have, been loath it fijoukl '^5S- 

*^ bays besnf ^figned ^ntp th^ H^nds of wicked Men ^"^TY"^' 
'*. and £n^ie$* 1 am fure God would npt l^aye it ^^ ^■ 
*;(p.: tt;COiijes therefore to yoy by way of rJccjif- 
*. fi^i_\t^<;oincs to.jou by the Way of the wif(^ 
*;J^rqyide5C!ej of Go^;, tW througH weak Hands > 
*-y(V rid therefore, I think, it -coming through our- 

* H^n4«, thpVfqch as we are, it may not be takea 
*-,iil,- if .^'e offer to you fomething as to the Dif- 

* c)>arge pf ^hat Truft which is incumbent upoiv 
' yoMvi .Apd although I feem to fpeak that whicb 

* p\a^y, |iave the Face of a Charge, h is k veryi 
'*a|;^uw>bie one ; and he that means to be a Servapj 
*^:S9 yP^i w|io are called to .the Excei cife of the 

*^ -Supreme Authority^ to difcharge that which ho ^ 

*, conceives is. his Duty, in his own and his Fellow* 
"^iN^MiV^Sj to jou who, I hope, wall take it in good 

* Paact.- An^>; ^^^lyJ ^ fl^^l^l ^^^ 1^^1<^ y^" lp"g 1^* 
\jth5Sti becaufe I hope it is written in your Hearts 
"^ tg^ approve, jourfelves to God ; . only this Scrip- 
^•jtu|-€-I fliall remember tp you, which hath been 
^iQuch upon rny, Spirit, Hofeay xi. iz. Tet ]nAz\x 
"f . ruleth with Gad^ and is faithful among th^ Saints^ 
■j it i». faid before, Ephraim^/i compafs God about 
i^yith LyseSy^^n4 Ifrael with. Deceit: How God 
'♦.bath, been coinpa&d abotit with Faftings and 
t Tbankfgiyings^; and other Exercifes aiid Xranf^ 
f anions, I ^think we h^v^ all tp lanaerit. . Whyi 
^ truly you are called by Oocj to ju)e, with him and 

* formal J and. you are called to be faithful with 
f tJie-Saipts, who have been fomewhat inftrumen- 
f^ t^ IP your CaH : ,iif that ruleih over Me^^ th* 
t* Scripture iaith, mujl he jujl^y ruling in the Pear, of 

iGad., .... ' ;..-. "..:/■-. ^ . ... 

. V .i Andy ^rfiiy, it is better that we fcould pray 
*.i9f:J9^i^^ cpunferypu tp exercife the Judgr 
foment olF Mercy and Truth j I fay, it is better 
^'that we Qvpuld pray for you than to advife yotu 
^f ^(k Wifdpm^ from Heaven (which I am conr 
♦:fiij€4t nij^ny. Tiipui^ds of Saints do tJiis Day, 
. 1 ' ' ' and 
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Ijitfr-rejnum. * and have done, arid wil! do, through thePcrmifr 
1^53 « fion of God, and his Aififtaiice) to adviie;you; 

^'^T^p**' ' Only, truly, I thought of a Scripture Kkewifei 
•'^ ^' • that feems |o be but a Scripture of common Ap- 
^ plication to every Man as aChriftian^ whcaretii ht 
^ is counfclled to aik Wifdom; and be is told what 
^ is that Wifdom that is from above ; it h pure^ 
f peaceable J gentle ^ eafy tQ be intnattd^ full of good 
^ Fruits^ without Partiality^ wthout Hypocrifyy 
' and my Thoqghts ran thus upon this, thatliie 

* executing of the Judgment of Truth, (for that b 
^ the Judgment that you jnjuft have Wifdom' from 
^ above for, and that is pure, that will teach you to 

* execute the Judgment of Truth) and then, if 

* God give you Hearts to be eafy to be iotreated, 

* to be peaceable Spirits, to be full of good Fruits, 

* bearing good Fruits to the Nation, to Men as 

* Men, to the People of God, to all in their feveral 

* Stations ; this Wifdom will teach you to execute 

* the Judgment of Mercy and Truth. Ar>d I have 
f little more to fay to this ; I (hall rather bend my 
f Prayers for you in that Behalf, as I faid before, 
f and I know many others do alfo. Truly, the 
^ Judgment of Truth will teach you to be as juft to^ 
^ v^ards an Unbeliever^as towards a Believer, and it 

* is our Duty to do io. I confefs I have often faid it 

* fooliftily, if I would mifcarry 1 would rather do 
Mt to a Believer than to an Unbeliever ; perhaps 

* it is a Paradox ; but let us take heed of doing it 

* to either, exercifing Injuftice to either ; if God 
f fill oyr Hearts with fuch a Spirit as Mofes and 

* Paul, h^d, which was not only a Spirit for the 

* Believers among the People of God, but for the 
f whole People, he would have died for them ; and 

* fo faith P^«/ to his Countrymen, according to 
f the Flefli, he could liave died for them : Truly 
f this will help us to executfe the Judgment oT 
f Truth and Mercy alfo. 

* A fecond Thing is, to defire you would be 
f faithful with the Saints; and I hope, whatever 
t others may think, it ought to be. to us all a Matter 
' - 'of 
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^ of rejoicing, that as one Perfon, our Saviour, was inter-rrgiMim,' 

* touched with our Infirmities, that he might be »653. 

* pitiful, I think this Afiembly, thus called, is very ^-^n/— •-^ 

* much troubled with the common Infirmity of J^* 
^ the Saints, and I hope that will teach ^ou to pity 

* others ; that fo Saints of one Sort may not be our 

* Intereft ; but that we may have Refpeft unto all, 
' though of different Judgments : And if I did fcen% 

* to fpeak any Thing that might feem to rcfleft 

* upon thofe of the Prcfbyterian Judgment, I think 
' if you havi not an Intereft of Love for them, you 

* will hardly anfwer this Faithfulnefs to his Saints. 

* I confefs, in my Pilgrimage, and fome Exercifes 

* I have had abroad, I did read that Scripture 

* often in Ifaiah^ xli. 19. when God gave me 

* and fome of nay Fellows what he would do there 

* and elfewherc, which he perform'd for us : And 

* what would he do i to what End ? That he might 

* piant in the Wildernefs the Cedar and the Shittah 

* Tree^ and the Myrtle Tree and the Palm Tree to-^ 
^ gether^ To what End ? That they might knoWj 

* and cwfider^ and underjlartd together that the Hani : 

* $f the Lord hath done thisy and that the Lard hath 

* created it ; that he hath wrought all Salvation and 
^ Deliverance which he hath wrought for the Good 

* of the whole Flock : Therefore I befeech you (but 
^ I think I need not) have a Care of the whole 

* Flock ; love all the Sheep, love the Lambs ; love 

* all, and tender all, and cherifh all, and counte- 
^ nance all in all Things that are good ; and if the 

* poorefl Chriflian, the mofl miflaken Chriflian, 

* {hould defire to live peaceably and quietly un- 
^ der you, foberly and hwmbly defirc to lead a 
^ Life in Godiinefs and Honefly, let him be pro- 

* teaed. 

c * I think I need as little advife you concerning 
f the Propagation of the Gofpel, and encburaging 

* fuch Miniflers, and fuch a Miniflry as be faithful 
f in the Land, upon whom the true Charafter is ; 
f Men that have truly received the Spirit for fuch 
f a Ufc, which Cbriflians will be well able to dif- 

* cover 
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' cover, and do ; Men that bav^ rtcw^i 6tfil ^ 

* for the Work before- mej^oAed^jJEQAir Y^nx tfeat ' 

* ttfandtd on high, 4fnJ hi CaptivHjl caftive:. A«d 

< truly the ApoAle^Rsnumf x^. )vfa^' be had fumr > 

* med up all the Mercies of God ^njith^r Qopdneft 

* of God ; ^fid had difixMirfedolche.Fouiidatjon^ of 
^ theGofpel, and of the fevefalTbmg^ fh^t are the ^ 
^ Subjt^ of his Di^urfe in the firft eleven Chffi* ^ 

* ters I after he had befoughc th<fn ^ ojftr.uP tiiir 

* 5tfK/x tf;f^ Bodies a- ImngSatrifi^^ to Qod^ he bo- * 

* ieecheth not to eft^m mors highly af^bep^elve^ ih^ •• 

* tiiy ought ^. but th«t they would bo humble^ aed 
^ fober minded^ and not ftretch tboinfelvea Wy^^^ 

< their Line; but would have a Kegsrd to tbofe^ 
*.that had received Gifts to thofe Ufes there Rien- 

* tioned. I fpeak not (it i» far from fl»y Heart) for a^ 
« Miniftry deriving itfelf thro* thePapa^,.^^ pre-*~ 

* tendingtd th^lt which is fo much iniifted upom|o« 

< be Succeffion : The true Succ'effion i$ thro* the 
^ S[Hrit, given in thatMeafure that the Sprritusgii' 
^ ven ; and thalt is a right Succeffion: But I n4ed^ 

* not difcourfe of tbefe Things to you •, I aratperftte- 

* ded you are taUght of God in a gi^ater MeafUft ' 

* than my felf in th'efe Things. Indfeed I have W 

* oUfc Wcwrd more to fty^ and- Aat is^ (though in' 

* th)at perhaps I ftall flievr myWcalcrieft) by. .way 

* of Encouragemcfm to yw to go oa in this Work, 

* And give me Leave to begin thuis.: I cenfefs. I- 

* never look'd to fee fuch a Day as this ; it vbhf 

* be nor yoxi^vt^tn y^fits ^hrifi tit^W^^ ovifv? A as 

* he i»this D^jy and m thia World': Jefm^Ckrifi- 

* is owo'd this Day:'by you aU( aod ym-KO^tft 

* him by youit. Willingness lin- ^ptioftring ^feero f 
^ and you mailifeft (jh«s»' as .fat as (poor Cre^^Hifev 

< can, to be a Day of the Powerjrf CAr^.fty^y^Br 
« Williogfierfr. I know you renf^cAtber^thiil ^X)f- 

* ture ifi P/ahpxXi '^a T^^P^^ i:/kftHM\Wii^g 

* in the Day of thy Power: God doth mahiffeflbit 
^^o ba a Diy of die*owK?f ^of 5^ C^i/iiA 

^ Havislgthro^fo'fiMiAh^Blooitaa^fQnMi^ 
^ las havieJ)dea ut¥>n<':tbefQ^aii9b^i]i9)uie .<hi^^to 
^b^ one of the great Iffues thereof: To have a 
• ^ People 
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* People caird to the Supreme Authority upon inter-wgnum 

* fuch an avowed Account, God hath owned his '^ 53' 

* Son by this j and you, by your Willingnefs, do T^^^ -* 

* own J^fus Chrift % and therefore, for my Part> I .* 

* tonms I did never look to fee fach a Sight, 

* Perhaps you are not known by Face one to 

* another \ but we muit tell you this, that indeed 

* we have not allowed ourfelves in the Choice of 

* one Perfon in whom we had not this good 

* Hopev that there was Faith in Jefus Chrift^ and 
^ Love to all his Saints and People. And thus 
' God hath own'd you in the Face and Eyes of'. 

* the World ; and thus by your coming hither, 

* have you own*d him, as it is in Ifaiah xllii. 2X. 
*' (it i$ an high Expreflion, and look to your own 
*4HeaTts whether now or hereafter God (hall ap- 

* ply it to you) This People^ faith he, have I form- 

* 4d for myjf4lf^ that they might Jhew forth my 

* Praife^ It ir a memorable Place, and, I hope, 

* not'unfitly applied : God apply it to each of your 

* Hearts. I (hall not defcant upon the Words ; 

* they are plain ; you are as^ like the forming of 

* God as ever People were. If any Man fhould 

* afk you one by one, and fbould tender a Book 

* to you, you would dare to fwear, that neither 

* diredUy nor indire6tly did you fcek to come hi- 

* ther : You have been paffive in coming hither, 

* in:bei|ig. call'd hither; and that is an a£live. 
' Word. 

* This People I hnve fornid. Confider the Cir- 
^ cumftances by which you are called together ; 
^ through what Difficulties, through what Strivings, 
^ through what Blood, you are come hither. Nei* 

* thor you nor I, nor no Man living, three Months 
^ ago, had' a Thought to have feen flich a Com- 
^ pany taking upon them, or rather being called to^ 

* the Supreme Authority ; and therefore own your 

* Call. 

^ Indeed, I think, as it may be trulv faid, that 
^ never was a Supreme Authority conUfting of fo 
^ ouiaerous'S^Body as yoa are» which! believe are 

* above 
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Inter-regnum. * abovc 140, "Who vf^Tt ever in the Supreme Autha- 
1653, * rity^under fuch aNotion, in fuch a Way of owning 

*^— -v-**J * of God, and being owned by hi ni 5 and therefore 
J»Iy. « I fay alfo, never a People formed for fuch a Pur- 

* pofcjfo called ; if it were aTime to compare your 

* Standing with rhofe that have been called by the , 

* Suffrages of the People. Who can tell how fbon 

* God may fit the People for fuch a Thing, and 

* who virould defire any Thing more in the World 

* but that h mioht be fo? I would all theliord's 

* People were Prophets ; I would they were fit to 

* be called, ^nd fit to call ; and it is the Longing' of 

* our JEIearts to fee them once own the Intereft of 

* JefusChrifi: And give me Leave to fay, if I krioW 

* any Thing in the World, what is there more like 

* to win the People to thelntereft and Love of God ? 

* Nay what a Duty will lie upon you, to have your 

* Converfation fuch, as that they may love you; 

* that they may fee you lay out your Time and Spi- 

* rits for them ? Is not this the moft likely Way tQ 

* bring them to their Liberties ? And do you hot 

* by this put it upon G6d to find the Time and the 

* Seafon for it? By pouring forth his Spirit, at 

* leaft, by convincing them that, as Men 'fearing 
< God have fought them out of their ThVaWom 

* and Bondage under 'the Regal Power, fo Men 

* fearing God rule them in the Fear of God-, md 

* take Care to adminifter Good unto them. But 

* this is fome Digreffion : I fay, own your Call 5 for 

* indeed it is marvelous and it is of God, and "it 

* hath been unprojefted, imthought of by yoii and 
^ us ; and that hath been the Way God hath dealt 
^ with us all along to k^ep Things from our Eyes ; 

* that in what we have acted we have {ten notfcrng 

* before us ; which alfo is a Witnefe in fbitic M^a- 

* fure to our Integrity. I fay, you are called with 
, * a high Gall, and why (hould we be afraid to fay 

* or think, that this Way may be the Door to ulher 

* in Things that God hath promifea and propKe- 

* fied of, and to {^t the Hearts 6f his Peoplfe to' 
^ ^aitfor and expeft ? Wfe/fcno^*^6 they krc 

« that 
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* tlutfliall war with tjie Lamb agajoft his Enemies; fnttTttpiwm, 
^ they IhaJl be ja. People called,, chofen, and faith- *^53- 
>i"ul J and in the Military Way, (we muft fpeak ^"'"T^T*^ 

* it without Flattery) I believe you know it, he ^^* 
.* hath adled with theipi, and for them, and now in 

'* the Civil Power and Authority; and thefc are 

* not ill Prognofticationa for that Good we wart 

* for. . 

r ' Indeed I 4o think fomething is at the Door, 

* we are at the Threthpld ; and therefore it be- 

* comes us to lift up our Heads, and to encourage 

* ourfelves in the Lord : And we have fome of us 

* thought it our Duty to endeavour this Way, not 

* vainly looking on that Prophefy in DanU/y And 

* the lUngxiom fiall not be delivered to another People^ 

* Truly God hath brought it into your Hands, by 

* his owning, and bleffing, and calling out a Mili- 

* tary Power ; God hath perfuaded their Hearts to 

* be inftrumental in calling you ; and this hath been 

* fet upon our Hearts, and upon all the Faithful 

* in the Land ; it may be that it is not our Duty 

* to deliver it over to any other People, and that 

* Scripture may be fulfilling now to us ; But I may 

* be beyond my Line. But I thank God I have 

* my Hopes exercifed in thefe Things, and fo I 

* am perfuaded are yours ; Truly, feeing that thefc 

* Things are fo, that you are at the Edge of the 

* Promifes and Prophecies; at leaft, if there were 

* neither Promife for this nor Prophefy, you co- 
' vet the beft Things, you endeavour after the 

*,beft Things;, and as I have faid elfewhere,, if I ' 

* were to chufe the meaneft Officer, in the Army 

* or Commonwealth, I would chufe a godly Man 

* that hath Principles, efpecially where Trufi is, to 

* be committed, l^ecaufe I know where to have a 

* Man that hath Principles. I believe if any Man 

* of you (hould chufe a Sc;rvant you woulcj do fa; 

* and I would all our Magiftrates were fo chofen; 

* there may be gopd EfFedts of this. It is our DMty 

* to chufe 'Men that fear the Lord to praife the 
,* Lord, yea fuch as the Lord fprms for himfelf, 

* and he experts not Praifes frcjn others ; This be^ 



*ing 
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* ing fo, it (>|hCS me in Mind ef another Scrrpture 
^ P&lm, IxvH). 22. which indeed is a glorious Fro* 

* phefy» and I am perfusukd of the Gofpel, or ic 
^ auy be of the J^ws alfo; there it is propbefied, 

* Hi wiU bring his People again out cf the Depths 
^ <iftht Sia^ oi ona he led lirae) through the Red 
> Sea. And it may be fome do think God is bring- 

* ing the Jews home to their Station from the Ifles 

* of the Sea : Surely when God frts np the Glory 

* of the Gofpel Churchy it fliaJl be a Gathering 

* People out of deep Waters^ oat of tiie Muhi- 

* tude of Wat«r8 ; fpch are his People drawn out 

* of the Multitudes of the Nadons, and People of 

* the World. And that Pfaim will be verj glori- 

* ous in many other P«»rts of it, /^hen he gave the 

* fVordy great was the Company of them that puS- 

* UJhed it ; Kings of the Armies did flee apace ^ and 

* Jhe that tarried at home divided the Spoil : And 

* although ye have lain among the fotsyttfitallye he 

* ai the Wings of a Dove covered "with Silver^ and 

* her Feathers tuith yellow Gold. And indeed the 

* Triumph of .that rfalm is exceeding high and 
^ great, and God i$ accompliifaing it ; and for the 
^ Clofe of it, that clofeth with my Heart, and I am 
^ perfuaded will with yours alfo, thatGod ihakes 

< Hiils ^nd Mountains and they reefl ; and God 
« hath a Hill too, and his Hill is as the Hill of jBj- 
*Jhan; and the Chariots of God are 20,000 of 

< Angels, and God will dwell upon this Hill for 

* ever, 

* Truly, I am forry that I have troubled you, 

* i/i fuch a Place of Heat as this is, fo long ; all 

* that I have to fay in my own Name, and in the 
f Names of my Fellow Ofikrers, who have joined 

* with me in this Work is, That we feall commend 
^ you to the Grace of God and to the Guidance of 
> his Spirit. Having thus far ferved you, or cither 

* our Lord Jefus Chriji in it, we are, as we hope, 
^ and fhall be, ready in our Stations, according as 
« the Providence of God (hall lead uf , to be fub- 
« fervient to the Work of God, and the Authority 
' which we reckon God hath fet over us. And 

* although 
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5 .although we have pp formal Thing to prerent later-r^nuM. 
*^yaii-wjth» to.whidi the Hands and outward vi- , '^53- ^ 
f^ fiUe £^preffioiis of the He^uts of the Officers of |V 
jllhc three Nations are fet; yet we may fay for them^ 
x^ stfwLwe may £iy alfo with ConBdence for our 
V?. Brethren at Sea, with whom, neither in Sc9U 
~\dandj. m^fjnlandj nor at Sea, hath any Artificp 
i*ri?ccn ufcd to perfiBde their Approbations to thi? 
'^ Wprk ; yet we can &y, that their Confent an4 

* AffeiSions hath flowed into u$ from all Parts be- 

* yimd our jExpe^lations : And we are confident 

* we may fay with aJl Confidence, that we hav^ 
^ had their Apj)robattons and full Confent, un- 

* fought indeed to the other Work j fo that yov 

* b>ye their Hearts and AffeSions in this; and not 

* only they^ but we hare very many Papers fron> 
.* the .Churches. of God throt^ghout the Nation, 

* wonderfully both approving what hath been done 

.' ii? removing Obftacles, and approving what wc • 

> baye done in this very Thing. And having faid 
-^.this, I (hall trouble you no more ; but if you will , 
J- be pleafed that this Inftrumenc may be read, which 

* I have figned by the Advice of the Council of Of- i 

* ficcrs,. wc fliall then leave you to your own 
.* Thoughts, and to the Guidance of God, to order 
.* aod.di^)pf^ of ypurfelves for further Meetings ai 

* you fliaU fee Gaufe/ ^ 

:.. The Authpcity b^ore cited proceeds to inform 
us, * Th^t when the Lord-General Cr^;wwtf// had 
etkled.thLS very grave, . chriftian, and feafonable 
Speech^^ his Excellency produced aninftrument ari- 
.der his own Hand and Seal,' whereby he did, with the 
Advi5:e erf his Officers, devolve and intruft the Su- 
preme AuthGjrity and Government of this Com- 
rmonwealth unto the Perfons then met; anr forty 
;o£.whQra.wcre to be deem'd the SupremevAtithd- 
jPty of -the Nation, and to whom all Perfons witK- 
t^ --. i .-..•..'■. . .' ' : .'^ In , 

f Wr. Cfrnngton^ i^hUUfe of Crotnweff, . aflert?, ' TJafrt iBis 
Speech >vta prdncniAfeS in fo excellent a Manner, as fiiAicientjIy 
Smi[aijfeft«<f *thif(is the Lord- General himfclf was thoroughly jcf- 
IliMdcd) th<J«prrlt'0f Cod aCted in «nd by ^m? • * - ' ' 
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Inter-regnQm. in the fame were Ito yield Obedience and Subjec<^ 
'^53' tion ; but not to fit longer than the third of No- 
vember, 1^54 > ^uid then other Members, being 
called, were to fucceed them : That the faid In- 
ftrument being, by his Excellency, delivered to 
them, he did then commend theni to the Grace of 
God. After which, his Lordfliip and the Officers 
being withdrawn, the faid Perfons fomet, and ha- 
ving the Supreme Authority out into their Hands^ 
after a fliort Space, adjourn'a untill the Morning* 
and appointed to meet where the late Parliament 
fat ; there to keep that Day in Fafting and Prayer, 
to feek God for Diredion in this great Work, 
and for his Prefencc and Bleffing therein ; and all 
the faid Perfons at their Meeting, and all the Time 
of their being together, manifefted a very great 
Chearfulnefs and Willingnefs to this Work/ 

Before we enter upon the Proceedings of this 
Convention, we fhall firft exhibit a Lift of \ht 
Names of the Perfons of whom it confifled, with 
the Places they were fummoned to reprefent, viz. 



Names of the BeDFORDSHIRI. 
Perfons towhom Nathaniel Taylor^ 

Cr.«mW delega. £J^ard Catir. 
ted the Supreme 
Authority of the 

^*^<''»- Berkshire, 

Sainuel Dunch^ 
Vincent Goddard^ 
Thomas Wood* 



BUCKINOHAMSHIRK. 

George Fleetwood^ 
George Baldwin* 



' CambridokshiRi. 
John Sadler^ 
Thomas French^ 
Robert CaftUy 
Samuel Warner. 



Cheshire- 
Col. Robert Duckenfield^ 
Henry Btrkhead* 

Cornwall. 
Col. Robert Bennety 
Francis Langden^ 
Anthony Rous^ 
John Bawden* 

Cumberland. 
CoL Robert Fenwick^ 

Derbyshire. 
Jervafe Bennett 
Col. liathani^l Benrton*' 

Devonshire. 
George Moncke^ one x>f 
, the General* at Sea^ 
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ychn Carew^ Col. Thomas BloUnt^ 

Alajor Thomas Saunders^ Col. William Kenrick^ 

Chrijiopher Martin^ uz:n:^^ n..n.^ 

James Erifey^ 

Francis Roufe^ Speaker**, 

Richard Swiet, 



Inte^-regiiuoi, 
165J. 



William Cullen, 
Andrruj Broughtom 



DoRSETSHI|tE. 

Col. IVitiiam Sydenham^ 
Col. John Bingham* 

Durham, 
Henry Davifon^ 

Essex* 
Col. yoachim Matthews^ 
Henry Barringfon^ 
yohn prrwfter^ 
Chrijiopher Earl j 
Dudley Templer. 

GLOUCEStERSHlkE. 
John Crofts^ 
William Neajt^ 
Robert Holmes, 

HEREl^oRDSHiRE- , 
Wroth Rogers^ 
John Herring* 

HeRtfoUdshiri. 
CoL Henry Laurence^ 
JVilliam Reeve* 

Huntivgxk>nsmire. 
Col. Edward Montagu^ 
Stephgn Rbsa/ant. 



Lancashire. 

Col. Wiiliatn Wejl, 
John Sawreyy 
Robert Cunlife. 

Leicestershire. 
Col. Henry Danversy 
Edward Smithy 
John Pf-m^ 

LiNCOLNSHIREi 

Sir IVilUam BrownloWf 
Richard Cujiy 
Barnahy Bowtelly 
Humphry Walcoty 
William Thompfon. 

Middlesex^ 
Sir William Roberts^ 
Augujiine Wingfieldy 
Arthur Squibb k 

Lonclon. 
Aid . Robert Titchbnrnei 
Aid. John Iretony 
Samuel Mdyery 
John Langleyy 
fcapt. John Stone, 
Henry Bartony 
Praife-God Barbone. 

Monmouthshire^ 
Col: Philip Jones. 



Kent- 
Lord Vifcount LiJUy 
Vol; XX. 



M 



Norfolk. 
Robert Jermy, 



Tobias 



4 Provoft of Eaton Cdllege^ and Member for Truro in the 1«U 
Parliament, He publiihcd a Trandation of the Pfalm*, 
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Jater-regmim. "Tobiai Freffy SUFFOLK, 

.1653, Ralph fVolmtr^ Jacob. Cal^y^ 

U.-V— i-> Henry King^ Francis Bnwjler^ 

July. fVilliam Burton. Robert Dunkm, 

Coh John ClarSr 

NoRTHAMPtoNSHiitE. Edward Plumfitad^ 
Sir Gilhnt Pickerings Bt. 
Thomas Br<foke. 



Northumberland. 
Henry Ogle. 

Nottinghamshire, 
John Odinfehy 
Edward Chtdd. • ' 

OXFORI?SK1R'F. 
Sir Charles IVol/Akf^ 
IVilliam Draper ^x 
Dr. J^nathoH.QoddarM . 

Rut h AN^D^HlWE . 

Miyor Edtv. Hcrfetfiart^ 

' Shropshire* 
William* Eotirilly 
Thomas Baker. 

Robert Slakty Oiie of tWd 

Generic at 3ea", , 
tol. John Pint,. 
Dennifttllijiir^ ' 
Henry HetiU^. 

South AMPTONSHiRE. 
C6ii'Richar^ Noftortf 
Richard' M^foi^y 
Jahn Hildepy. 

STAFFOftBSlirREi . 

' €i^ie Bellot, 
!]f$hn Chdtzuofcd'. 



SURRKT. 
Samuel Highland^ 

Lawrmce Morsh. 

Sussex. 
Anthony Stapileyy 
JVilliam Spehce^ 
Nathaniel Studsley. 

WAKirr<£KS»IRE. 
John $t. Mithotasy 
Richard Lucy. 

Westmoreland. 
.CtA. Chtirks Howard. 

Wlit^SHtRE. 

Sir Anthony AJhley Cooper ^ 
Nicholas Greeny 
Thoinias Eyre. 

Worcestershire. 
Miuor Richard Salweyy 
Col. John James. 

YORKSHIRE. 

G^orgf fcowJ: Mure^ 
fi^ahif Sttiekkmd^ 
Francis Lafjsitks^^ 

?ohn Anlahy, 
'homas Dicke'fifon, 
Thomas St. Nicholas^. 
' Roger Coat'Sy . 
Edward GilL 

WALES. 
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XV ALES. ^ohn Swinton^ Irifer-regnum, 

Bufy Manfelly PFilliam Lockhart^ '^^jli 

yatnes Philips^ Alexander 'Jeffrss, ^^T^C*"'^ 

cr L Ur-iv ' . -^ -^ -^ July, 

John WtlliamSy tncT/ttyts 

Hugh Courteruy^ IRELAND. 

Richard Pricty Sir Rohdrt King, 

John Brown. Cd- 7^*« Mewfon, 

Col. Heht^^ Cronnvell^ 

SCOTLAND. Cof. John Clark, 

Sir James Hopie^ df Hop- Col. Daniel Hutchinfony 

ton, Vincent Govkin. 
Alexander Bradley 

tVe {Ball now look into the Hiftorians of the Their Charaatr, 
Timfes for the Charafters of thefe Perfans, whfo, 
m this UnconftitutionaJ Manner, took upon thent 
the Supreme Authority of Three Nations. 

Lord Clarendon •* writes, • That there Were 
^moYigft them divers of the Quality and Degree of ' 
Gcntteraen, and who had Eftates, and fuch a Pro- 
portion of Credit and Reputation as could confift 
with the Guilt they had contradted : But that 
much the (najof Pairt of them confifted of inferior 
Perfonif, of no Quality or Name, Artificers of thb 
Inisaneft Trades, known only by their Gifts in 
prajdng and preaching, which Was noW praftifed 
by all Degrees of Meri, but Scholars, throughout 
the Kingdom : And in this Number, that there 
might be a better Judgment made of the reft, his 
Lordfbip thought it nrot artiifs to name one, from 
whom that Parliament itfelf was afterwards deno* 
ihinated, who wais Praife-God Barbotte, a Lea- 
therfeller in Fket'Jireet\ from whom, he being ait 
cnrinent Speaker in it, it was afterwards call'd 
Praife-God Bafbone'% Parlianierit : And that, ia 
a Word, they Were generally ^ Pack of weak 
fenfelefs FelloWs, fit only to bring the Name and 
Reputation of Parliaments lower than it \^as yet.' 

Another Contemporary ^ ftyles them * A Set of 

Men for the moft Part of fuch mean and ignote 

M 2 ExtraOion, 

^ Hiftoru Vol. VI. 8vo Edit. p. 482. 

c FlagellutHy or the Life and Death, Birth and Burial, of Oliver 
Cromwell, by Mr» Heathy p, 137, 
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loter-regnam. Extraflion that fo far were they from being talc^ti. 
1653. Notice of by their Shires, each of whom (but twO' 
^*-""^^***^ or three) reprefcntcd; that they were fcarce knowa 
•'** ^' in the very Towns where they were born^ or after- 
wards inhabited, till the £xcife, then Committees- 
for Sequeftration, and the War in the refpeSive 
Counties, made them infamoufly known : And 
that the reft were of CrcmwtlTs rartizans in the 
Parliament and High Court of Juftice/ 

Mr. IVhitlocki ^ remarks, * That many of this 
Aflembly being Perfons of Fortune and Know- 
ledge, it was much wondered by fome that they 
would at this Summons, and from Tuch Hands, 
take upon them the Supreme Authority of this 
Nation, conlldering how little Authority Cramwell 
and his Officers had to give it, or thefe Gentlemen 
to take it.' 

We fhaD conclude the Charader of the Mem- 
bers of this Convention with Mr. Ludlow ^. Thii 
Memorialijl informs us, * That many of the 
Members, of this Aflembly had manifefted a good 
AfFeftion to the Public Caufe ; but fome there were 
among them who were brought in as Spies and 
Trepanners ; and though they had been always of 
the contrary Partv, made the hlgheft Pretenfions 
to Honefty, and the Service of the Nation : That 
this Aflembly therefore being compofed, for the 
moft Part, of honcft and w3l- meaning Perfons, 
(who, having good Intentions, were lefs ready to 
fufpeil the evil Defigns of, others) thought them- 
felves in full Pofleffion of the Power and Authority 
of the Nation, and therefore proceeded to the ma- 
king of Laws relating to the Public' 

Though Hiftorians differ fo much in their Cha- 
rafters of this Aflembly, yet they all feem to agree 
in pafling over their Proceedings with the moft af- 
feiied Negleft : They do little more than mention 
their Coming together and their Diffolution ; We 

ihall 

^ Memorials, p. 534. • . « • 

« Memoirs, Vol II. p. 463/ 

There are alfo fome Sketches of the Chara£^er of this AiTembl]^ 
in Tburlois State Facers, Vol. I. p. 31a, 323, 386% 
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Ihall therefore endeavour to fupply this Defeft, or Inter-regnu^. 
more probably wUful Partiality, from the Journals *^53« 
of the Houfe of Commons, (which are printed with ~*~ 
the fame £xa6inefs and Order as any of the fore- ^^* 
going legal Parliaments) and from other Authori^ 
ties of the Times. ' 

We have before taken Notice, That, after Craiw- They meet toge- 
«;^//had harangued the new Members zt Whitehall ^^^^ 
and invefted them with the Supreme Authority of 
the Nation, they refolved to meet at the old Parlia- 
ment-Houfe the next Day: Accordingly, about 
£ightintheMorning,manyoftbemai&mbled there; 
where^ fay our Authorities above cited, (which We 
chufe to copy in their own Style and Language, 
to ftew the £nthufiaftic Temper of the Times) 
* They began with feeking God by Prayer ; andthe 
Lord did (o draw forth the Hearts of them, that * 
they did not find any Neceffity to cali for the Help 
of a Minifter, but performed the Service amongft 
themfelves ; eight or ten fpeaking in Prayer to God, 
and fome briefly from the Word j minding what 
M 3 ' the 

f Several Proceedings cf Parh'atnent, from the Day of their firfi 
Meetings July 4, 1653. Printed by John FieM, and licenjed by 

Mr, Scobell, Clerk of the Houfe In the Preface to th'ii Journal 

wc are told, « That the Reafon of printing it waa to pi event falfe 
or imperfedl; Accounts bein^ obtruded upon the Public :* And '\tt 
the Introdu£tion to the foregoing htii, it is (aidj ' That there being 
an Order of the Houfe for all Petitions to be prefented by fome 
Member, it was necefTary that the Country fliould know v^ho were • 
their R^rei&ntatives," — The Nation was moft certainty come to a 
fine Pafsy when the C-ounties knew not the Names of their, own • 
Members, till a Lift of them was printed ! 

. Several Proceedings of State Affairi in England^ Ireland, and 
Scotland. Entered into the Regifier-Beok kept by the Company of 
Stationers^ according f the late AB^ for Printing, 

Af^rcurius Politicus, entered as the above. 

An exa& Relation of the Proceedings and TranfaBions of the Par- 
iiament, which begun July 4, 1653, by a Member thereof Printed 
for Livcwell Chapman, at tbeCvwn in Popc's-Head Alley, 16^4, 

Thefe, and many other valuable TraAs,-W?re Part of Bifhop 
Maoris Library, purchafed ot his Executors by his late Majefty King 
George the Firft, and prefented by him to the Univerfity of Cam-' 
bridge^ in 1 7 1 5. That Learned Bo^y , in Senate, was pleafed to pafs 4 
Grace for the Lqan of fuch Volumes as the Compilers of this Wofk 
had Occafionfnr: A Favour^ which they think it their Duty gratQ« 
fully to aduiowledge. 
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j^tr-resnov. the Lord-Qcneral h^^ biA to th^m at Wbiuhail 
i^s^ the Day before ^ and ^at £xpe£latipA G^'s 

^ Tjj^*'^ People had 4a this Cooimonwe^Uh for tbfun to i9y 
• ^' in the Work of the Lor4 i and by Prayer, feckiog 
to God for DiredioA ;)nd Affift^ce in tl^is gre^it 
Work, and for a Bleffing upon their £n.de;»vQurs 
therein : That much of the Prefence of Chrift^ and 
his Spirit, appeared at that Time, jto the great 
gUdding of the Hearty of oiany ; ibio.e affirmiAg 
th/ey nev^r enjoy-ed (p imiph of the 3ptrit and Pre- 
fence oiChriJi in any of tbeMieetings and Exercifes 
of Eeligion in all their Lives, as they did that Day.' 
AboutS^x in the flveping they proceeded to BidK- 
Defs and refolved, T^t Francis Rcufi^ Efq; be 
called (o the Chair. This was the only Ceremony 
they pfed in appointing th^ir Speaker ; axid it was 
afterwards declared, That f|uch Perfon$ as were 
calle.d to the Chair, in that Manner, ihould be 
ftyled Speahr. A Committee was nominated to 
go to the Lord-General, and defire him to affoid 
hi$ Pref^npe and Aflii^ance as a Member of the 
Houfe ; They dlfo xMiy^i that Major-General 
l,ambert^ Major-General //tfrr//i/f, Major- Gene- 
ral D^Jharougk, and Colonel Maitb$w T^mlinfony 
fhould be called to fit as Members; and appointed 
Mr. Scobell to be their Clerk. 

July 6. The Queftion being put. That the Houfc 
go on in fee}cing the Lord this pay, it p^fied in the 
^Ifdv^lo beNegative, and Monday^ i ith was appointed for 
the Parliament that holy iLxerciie. They next altered fome Mil- 
of the Common- nomers in the Inftrument for their fitting; and then 
^edth oiEnz- ^^u -^^^^ ^ Debate about the Styl^ or Title wherein 
all Addrefles ihould he made to the Houfe : And 
the Queftion being put. That the 'Htle of J^erUa- 
ment be given to this A^eipb}y» ^he Hom& divided 
into Yeas^ 65 ; Noes\ 46. And the further Pebatc 
concerning what Addiibn fboidd be n)gde to the 
Word Parliaments was re/erred to the m^ft Day^ 
when thefe Words, of the Csmmonwealth of Eng- 
land, were added to it. 

Nothing 
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i«g Edwari Birkf>€a4y Efii; to be their Se^J^e^t at >^53- 
Arms, and nominating ol;her Officers of the H<)ufe; ^"""TX"^ 
in which fpecial Care was to be taken, that no Per- ^^' 
fcki ibould be j&mployed or a^niiltted into i^eir Ser- 
vice, Ijut finch as jhey were firft >weU fatjsfied o^ 
i^cit fie^l GpdJioQfe, 

J^lyj^. The HOMfc proceeded to d^ g «CWThcyeIeaancw 

Cooncil of 3t;ate, though i^pop ^ Uft F4?updatiQn ; cooncU of sutt. 

•who vftxp to a6): by the fa«8e Joftrttdioas, with 

foaie few Additions gnd Akeratiojis. The Nush- 

ber tfea.t ifSF4? to .coiiftitute jChis Bgdy were ji^ of 

which nine were to be a ^uorum^ viz. The l-rord- 

General Cromwell ^ the Majors General Lambert^ 

Uarrif9n^ and Deftorottgh -^ Coi- M^tf^^'f^ Tom- 

linfan-. Sir Qilh^rt Pickering \ fVglter Strickland 

^nd J^hnQirew^ tf?'*. the Colonels Philip Jones^ 

^iapley^ ^nd IVillia^ S^ii^h^m 5 Mr. SiOfwd Meyer', 

Col. Bfnnft, M^JQ^ Sfilw^i jLkuter)^m-<5energl ^ 

Flfifwo^dw Mr, Richard Norton^ Alderiaoiifl ?7<<:A- 

^»r«^. Col. H^wfm^ iJlv.John ffiUiams^ Mr.H^p^ 

ard^ Mr. ii^. JLaurence^ Mf . HolUftery Mr. C^ywr/- 

«^y, the Lord VjfcoMnit £(/7^, Mr. Br^ughwui^ 

Mr. M.aj^r^ Col. Mtmi^gu^ Mr. Thomas St. Ni- 

iholas^ Sir y^wz/J //i?p^> Sir Anthony AflAey Cooper^ 

^d Sk. Charges Wfilfeley. Sever^ Comgiittees were 

^>pointed $»r div.ers Aftiirs, parficularly»ibr tbofc 

of Ireland jind Gotland. 

7'he nth of this Month was fpent wholly byTheyfpend a 
the Heiift in feelMng the Lord, in a fpecigl Man- whole Day m 
ner,fprCpynfel5^nd a Bleffingoa the PrQC.eedings*''*^^'' 
0f thi$ Parjianfient ; when ^bout twelve 0/ the 
Mefl39ibeF^ prayed and fpoke till Four in the Aftcjr- 
9oon,. The fcord - Qeineral was prefcnt, ^md it w^s 
^corofiprtablejjay. 

We haye before obferved. That ibis Houfe h^d 
no Occafion for a Chaplain : And from this D^y 
their /conftant Method wa3. That as foon ^s about 
9 Da^n M«n^b©rs wece met, they began with 
Prayer; wA foqiJijHfnued prpyingione after aopther, 

till 
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Sjiter-rvgnam. till tt^cfe was a ifufScient Number aflcmbkd to^ 
'^53* make up a Houfe ; and then the Speaker took the 
^*'*>f*-' Chair. 

July 12. The Houfe having fpent the Day be- 
fore in Prayer to God for l\is Counfel and Direc- 
tion in their Affairs, a Committee was Appointed t<^ 
draw up a Declaration, to invite the People of thi$ 
Commonwealth to feek unto the Lord for the fame 
Bleffing ) which was done accordingly, ordered to 
be printed, and fent to the Sheriffs, ^c, of the fe- 
veral Counties and Cities in England^ to be by 
them publiflied in their refpeftive Diftrids, as fol-r 
lows: 

And pwblifli a 

Declaration, in- « T)Eing, flnce thc Diflolution of the late Parli^ » 
viting thcwholcc 25 ament, in an extraordinary Manner, pub- 
Nation to pray , ;^^^ r % 1 1 .1 t 
for God's Blef- ' hckly fummoned, and required to take upon u$ 

fing upon their * the Supreme Government of England^ Scotland^ 
.poyer^ment. c ^nd Ireland^ and the Dominions and Territoriesi 

* thereunto belonging ; upon mature Deliberation, 
^ we have judged it meet and requifite, for the. 

* prefent Peace and Safety of thefe Nations, to un* 
^ dergo that great and heavy Burden. 

* And in order thereunto, we do declare our- 
^ felvcs to be the Parliament of the Commonwealth 

* of England 5 in which we are very fcnfiWe of a 
^ great Weight lying on us, and a great Truft re- 

* pofcd in us. And although we are compaiTed a-- 
^ bout with much Weaknefs and human Frailty, 

* yet in Integrity, iHre hope, we may truly fpcak 

* before the Lord, That we do earneftly defire,.and, 
^ with his Affiftance, ihall endeavour to demean our- 
^ felves in all Things, as becometh thofe who arc 

* fet by God for the Good of all ; Aitd, in all, to be 
^ as tender of the Lives, Eftates, Liberties, juft 
^ Rights and Properties of all others, as we are of 

* ourfelves and our Pofterities, whom we expeft 
^ ftill to be governed by fuccefflve Parliaments^ 

* And although we are very tender of preffing 

* Covenants or Engagements, yet we eirfpeft and 
f believe that all p^ac^uL and good People .of this 

* Common- 
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* Gommonwealth will, in all Things, d«port Inter-resiram. 

* them&lves futtable to that ProtedUon, which '^5 3* 

* they do or may expeft from us : And in this, we ^7j~^ 

* hope, well-grounded Confidence, we thus fpeak' / 
^ to all the Cord's People, both in this and the 

* neighbour Nations. 

•' We fhould much condemn ourfclves'of very 
^ great Unthankfulnefs to God, if we (hould not 
^ always remember, and, upon all Occafions, make 
^ .Mention of, his Lovingkindnefs^o thef^ Nations' 

* in the Day of their Trouble ; in which the Lord' 

* hath already wrought fo many great Things, as' 
^ have exceeded, not only our Expreffions, but our 

* Hopes and Expedlatlons : We are alfo very {en- 

* fible how much, under God, we owe to thofc 
*• who, tluring the late Troubles, have in any Ca- 
^ pacity wrought with the Lord, and been faithful' 
^ with his People, in beginning and carrying on 

* thofe great Works, which have fo much filled* 

* all our Enemies with Amazement, and our 

* Friends with Admiration. 

^ Yet we cannot but acknowledge, that we are 
^ not yet at reft, nor can believe we have yet en-* 

* joyed or feen enough to accompliih the Ends of 

* God ; or fatisfy the Thoughts of Men for that vaft 

* Expence of Blood and Tfeafure, which could not 
^ have been endured with any .Patience, but in 
^ hope that, at length, thofe bitter Pangs and Thrown 

* would make fome Way for that long expected 
^ Birth of Peace, Freedom, and Happinefs, both' 

* to the Souls and Bodies of the Lord's People r 
^ And although we do not fee it fully brought forth, 
^ yet we do not defpair, but, in God's due Time, 

* it fhall be fe ; and that the dark black Clouds of 
^ the Night ihall fly 'before the bright Mornings 

* Star, and the Shakings of Heaven and Earth 
^ make Way for the Defire .of all Nations : Nay, 
^ there are many Things which make us hope tlie 
^ Time is near at Hand ; for we fee the Clouds 

* begiatofcatter, and the dark Shadows fly away ;^ 

* Streams of Light appear, and the Day is furely 
^ dawned. 

•Neither 
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imer-resflnBu < Neither are we wholly alone in thefe Hopes; 

'fS3^ ^ * for if we be not very much deceived, many^ if 

^ Wf?" * not lU Ac People of God ia aU the World, are 

* • in a more than ufual Expedation of (bme great 

* and ftraageChai^s cooling on the WorU, which 

* we' believe can hardly be paralelkd with any 

* Times, but thofe a while before the Rirth of our 

* Lord and Saviour J^fus Chrift. And w.e do not 
^ yet know that any Records of aH the Nations in 

* the World (we fcanx except the ftws them- 
*• £elve^} can afford fuch a Series of Divine Piovi- 

* ence, or more clear Impreffions of the Goings 

* forth and Aii^ings of God in any People, than 

* hath been in thefe Nations. And we are very 
^ confident, that th^ who were our Eneoiies did 

* not believe it only an Arm of Flefli, but the Fing!^ 
^ of God, and his almighty Hand which hath been 

* lifted up and £ben fo eminent and wonderful : Bt 
*- ftUnt then ailFieJh before ihe Lord^ fer he is w- 

* fed up out of bis holy Habitation^ Zech. ti. 13* 

< And as we believe the Lord faa^ never yet 
^ ftept bade, or withdrawn his mighty Arm, aRer 

* he had gone fo far, and done io much, and h$d 
*• made his People willing and defirous ftill to f<J- 
*• low him ; ib, we alfo hope, his great and free 
« Goodnefs wiH not forfake his Ptople here, or 

* fuiFer them to Corfake him, or to de^ falfly with 
^ him in his Caufe, till he hath accomplifted his 

* great Works, and brought about his great U^ihi^^ 

* whofe Gifts and Callingsare without Repentance. 
^ Is the Lord's Hand (hortened that he cannot iafe^ 

* Is he a Man that he fliould turn, repent, widii- 

* draw, or look back ? Shall he bring to the Biitti, 

* and fhall he not give Strength enough to hmg 

* forth ? He is the fame God, and dhangeth not. 

< And if this be of God, it fixall (land ; apd let 

* every one take Heed of fighting againft G«J : ' 

* This is all we fay, if it be from God, let him 

* profper and blefe itj but if not, let it fall, tbougl^ 

* we fall before it. 

* If indeed we ftand up in our own Strength or 

< Wifdom, Piety or Policy, (that we fay jiot l»uft. 

Am- 
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* Ambition, Pride, or Avarice) the Lprd h^mfelf fnter-ic^mim. 

* will judge and find it out. Hut we jiope hinifdf '^53- 

* hath, in fome Mcafur^, tau^t us his Goodnefb, ^""^7^^^ 

* and our Eyil ; his Strength and Wifdom, but ^ ^* 
^ our Weakaefs and Fooliftinefs : So that, when 

^ we look upon ourieives, we are nvuch afraid, and 

* tremble at the mighty Work and heavy Weight 

* hefiore us ; which we ju&ly acknowledge far a- 

* hove, and quite beyond our Strength to weild or 

* poize ; (o that w« oft ^ry out and lay with Jeho^ 

* Jbaphat^ O Lcrdy ws know noi what to do^ hut 

* ^ur Eyes an towards tha. 

' We ai:e al(b, in fome Meafirre, (endble how 
^ much it behoveth us to humble our Souls often 

* before the Lord, and to feek his Fape, in whom 

* alone is ail our Strength, and from whom aloiie 
^ muft all our Hdp proceed. And although We de- 

* fire to he frequent in this ourfelves (as we have 
^ already endeavoured in fome poor Meafure) yet 

* we do fo exceedingly value the fervent Prayers of 
^ the {^rd's People, that we earneftly defire and 
*. entreat them all in their Approaches to the Throne 

* of iGrace, to be very mindful of us, and the 

* weighty Work before us. And akhough we ac- 
^ knowledge folemn Times of Falling and Prayer 

* to be Ordinances of great Ufe and Advantage in 

* public or private, yet we defir^ to be fo exceeding 
^ tender, left we may haply infnare any, or difturb 

* them in their own Occafions or Worship of God, 

* tha€ we do not prefcribe or limit out the pundlual 

* Days or Times we would have fet a-part for this 
^ gregt Work we ddire of them. 

^ But as now (for the fliort Time of this prefent 

* Parliament) we are fet apart from our own Occa- 

* fions for the Work of God and his People ; fo 
' we again moft earneftly defire of them {for whom 
^ we deftre to lay out ourlelves) that they aifo would 
< be very faithful to God and us ; and as the Lord 

* ftiall give them Freedom, would give up theni- 
^ ielves to folbmn and moft ferious earneft Prayers 
^ and Supplications to the God of all our Strength 

• and 
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and Hopes : That he 'm>uld pleare, in much 
« Goodneft, more and mote to make and keep us 
^ little in our own Eyes ; and of fuch meek and 

* humble Spirits, that he may delight to converfe 
^ with us, and to teaoh us to be yet more really 
^ felf-denying, and lefs confident of ourfdves ; 
^ more dependent upon God, and more reiigning 

* all we are, and all we have, to his holy Please; 

* that he would pleafe to Ibew us more of his own 
*• Will and our Way; that he would make us feith- 
^ ful and courageous under himin all that he ihall 
*' teach us for his Will and Way ^ aod that he would 

< fo unite all our Hearts to himfelf, that, in the 

< Power and Spirit of his Son J^fuiy we may beall 

* one among ourfelves, and with all the People of 

* God, who are Members of the Body of Chrtft\ 

* and from the fame Head are all i&t6, by the fante 
^ Spirit, notwithftanding any Diftance, Difference, 

* or feeming Deformity : That in all we. may be 

< fitted and ufed as Iiiftruments in the Hand of 
'.God, for a more full and clear revealing of the 

* Lord 'Jefm^ for the rightPromulgatioh of his blcf- 

* fed Gofpel, and for the true Intereft of bis King- 
' domj and Advancement thereof in the Hearts of 
^ Men, by real true Goodneis, Highteoufiiefs, 
' Pef ce, and Joy in ihe Holy Ghoft ; that all op^ 

^ prefEng Yokes may be broken, and all Burifens . 
' removed, and. the Loind alfo of the Poor and 

* Needy may be filled with Bleffing. 

^ And however it ihall pleafe the Lord to do by 
^ us, or to deal with us \ if he (hall fay he hath 

* no Pleafure in us, we are moft unworthy, Htre 
' we are^ let him do what is good in his own Eyes ; 

* for he is holy in all his Ways, and righteous m 
•'flfll his Works; yet we humbly defire that our- 

* felves, and all the People of God, may be fttU 

* feithful and fervent with him, wreftling in Pray- 

* ers and Supplications, till he fhall fully raife up 
' his own Tabernacle, and build bis Temple with 
' his own Spirit, which he hath promifed to poor 
^ upon all Fieib; and raife up Governors after his 

♦ *ow« 
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own Heart) and Teachers after his own Will, to I^iter-regnum* 
make £xadors Peace, and Officers Righteouf- '^53- 
nefs: That he may overcome the Evil erf" the ^^T^i*"''^ 
World with his Goodnefs, and fill the whole ^ ^' 

Earth with his Glory ; that bis Will may be done 
on Elarth as now in Heaven ; that Righteoufnefs 
may fpring out of the Earth, and^may dwell here, 
and Righteoufnefs and Peace may kifs each other; 
and that all his People may have one Lip, one 
Heart, one Confent, and one Shoulder to bow 
down aijd worlhip him j that th€ Envy of Judah 
and Ephraim may be taken away ; and that they 
may be one in the fame Fold with one Shepherd ; 
that all Wars may ceafe to the Ends of the Earth, 
and that all Nations may turn their Swords and 
Spears into Plough-Shares and Pruning-Hooks ; 
that the Wolf may feed with the Lamb, and the 
Earth be full of the Knowledge of God as Wa- 
ters cover the Sea; that upon every IJoufe or Af- 
fembly may be a Cloud by Day, and a Pillar of 
Fire by Night, as is promifed, and was of old 
upon the Tabernacle ; that every one may be 
holy, and the Pots, nay, the Bells upon the 
Horfes, may be Holinefs to the Lord. 
* And that in Peace and Joy we may all wait, 
expeft and long for his glorious Comings who 
is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, our Hope 
and Righteoufnefs ; who is ilill to ride on pro- 
fperouily, conquering and to conquer, till he hath • 
fubdued all his Enemies ; and, at length, come 
to deliver up the Kingdom to his Father, that 
God may reign, and be all in all.' 

July 13. The Houfe now began to (hew that 
theirlntentions-were not confined to Religious Mat* 
ters only ; for they revived the Confideration of the- 
Bill, never got through in the laft Parliament, for 
cqrreding the Grievances and Inconveniences in 
the Proceedings of the Law ; and alfo another on 
the Bufinefs of Tythcs : This laft Bill was de- 
bated for feveral Days enfuing, without any other 
material Bufinefs interfering, and at length referr'd 

to 
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Inwr-r*ghtj«. t6 a CofriffiiWee, fd fit Wednefday arid friday rn 

^^^* s evfer^ Week; wherein the Property of Ihcumbients 

^"^J[[^|]J*^ irt Tythes, as alfo the Cafe of Proptfetbrs and Pof- 

ftffors of impropriated Tythes, ^cre to bt confider- 

cd, and rejSof ted to the Houfe. 

Committees ap- ynf^ ^q. The Houfc nominated and appointed 
Grrj.tncwTtof'^*^'^^ othet Coitimittces ; and, befides thofe for 
rea Abufci, and S^otlaj^ and Ireland j there was one for the Bafi- 
fettie public Af- ncfs of the Law ; another for the Army ; for in- 
f^rs. fpefling the Treafuries, and regulating the Officers 

thereof and their Salaries ; for receiving Petitions; 
for Trade and Corporations ; for receiving Propo- 
fals for the Advantage of the Commonwealth; for 
the* Poor, and inquiring into the Revenues of Ho- 
fpitalii; for regulating the Comttiifflons of Peace 
throughoirt the Nation ; for Public Debts; fdt re- 
ceiving Accufations of Bribery, public Frauds, art(f 
Breach of piiblic Truft, wkh Power to give Cofts 
to Pcrfons unjuftly accufed ; for Prifons'and Pri- 
foners. There were atfo oth<*r Gororiiittecs ap- 
pointed for Advancement of Learning, and recei- 
ving all Pi^opofitiofts tending thereto; for removing 
all Laws and Ordinances which arc HiiidraHces to 
the Progrefs of the Gofpel ; and, laflfy, the ffoufe 
neviVed,an A£k for Redrefe of Delays and Mifchiefs 
;frifing on Writs of Error, Writs of falfe Judg- 
ment, and Afrefts of Judgment : All which look'<i 
extremely well, and had the Appearance* it leaft, 
of eftabKihifig good Government in the Nation. 

The reft of this Month waff taken up with fiet- 
tling the Number and Names of the feveral Ser- 
vants that ^;^e^d to attend the Houfe; as alfo the 
Salaries And Fee^ affignfed to them. Some Courts 
6f Tuftice had judges appointed fot them, pirticu- 
I'Arfy the Court of Admiralty. 

Au^uJI I. The Houfe, tefng this Day iflformM 
ho^^riiuch the Country had been' burdened, in the 
Manner of coUefting the Excife, And opprefled by 
<he Officers thereof, referred it to the Colfimittee 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



O/ E N G L A N. R 191 . 

of Parliaoien^ appointed to infpe£b the TreafuFies, lnter-i«giMim 1 
and regulate Offieers andSakries, toconfider how ^^53- ^ 
the Excife might be brought in with the? greateft ^^'T'^'^'T^ 
Eafe to the People j and how th^ Oppreffions and **^** ' 
Bordeds, in the managing of that Bufmefs, Might 
be redrefled for the future. 

The fameDay Sir Charles WolfeUy reported, from 
the Council of State, a Petition 6i Qidrletl^Tktl of 
Derby J which was read, as follows ; 

To the Supreme Authority of this Nation, the Par- 
liament oftheCoumo^v^tAhtH tf/'England, 

Th€ Humble f etition of Charles Earl of 
Derby, 
Shtweth^ 

* rwy HAT your poor Petitioner hath long at- a Pcthibir of 

* J[ teivJed the late Houfe of Parliament, pray- ObarUi Earl of 

* ing their Relief for a Maintenance out of his late^jf-^'' ^'**' 
^ Father's Eftate, for himfelf^ his Wife, and Chil- 

* dren ; but could ne\^er yet be fo much as heard. 

* That the Council of State, after the Diflblu- 
^ ti6n of the Parliament, was pleafed to grant un- 
*' to* your Petitioner 500/. per Annum^ out of his 

* Mother's Sequeftracioniy as a Relief to him, his 

* Wife, and Children, till further Order. 

' That God having now put the PoweV of do- 
^ ing Juftice, and relieving innocent fuiFering Per* 
' fojis, into your Hands, hath emboldened, your 

* Petitioner, ill Behalf of himfelf, his Wife, and 

* Children, toprefent to your Honours the true 

* Sta*e of your Petitioner's Condition; befeeching, 

* That God would* put it into your Thoughts to 

* take it into fbrious Confideration ; your Petitioner 

* being in Danger every Hour to be arrefted and 

* l2^d Up in Prtfon, for his neceffitated Debts en- 

* tered into, for want of Maintenance out of his 

* late Father'st Eftafe j (your Petitioner hitherto » 

* enjoying no Benefit by the Order of the Council 

* of State) and to order therein what in your cha- 
^ ritable Wffdoih Ihall feem meet. 

And your Petitiontr Jhall fray^ &c.' 

In 
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later-iegnum. In Confequcnce of this Petition, the Houfe rt* 

1^53- folved to allovi^ the Earl of Derhy 500/. per An- 

^""JT^^^'Z^ nttm^ to be fettled upon him and his t^irs, out of 

"^" * fuch Part of his late Father's Eftate as was then 

The Houfc allow unfold ;• and a Bill was ordered to be brought in for 

him 500/, per ^^at Purpofc. 

Aug. 2. Mr. Roufe hating ^n6w fat a Month in 
the Chair, as Speaker, he took hisPlace this Day . 
as a Member; but, by the general Voice, vras 
again called to the Chair, to keep it for one Month 
longer; from which Time he continued to be cho- 
fen Speaker every Month, till the Diffolution of 
this Parliament. 

In the Proceedings of February y 1651, Notice 
Proccedingf a- ^33 taken that Lieutenant-Colonel yohn Lilbum€ 
^^itmu * t^h^^^ Trials and Sufferings have been fo often 
' * ' mentioned in the Courfe of this W6rk) was ordered 
•by the laft Parliament to be banifhed; but hearing 
of their Diffolution, and the Change of Government 
confequent thereon, he ventured to come back to 
England \ and, by Letter, applied to the Lord-Ge- 
neral Cromwell for Proteftion, which he denying 
him, Lilbume was thrown mXo Newgate^ and foort 
after ordered to be tried at the Old Baileys but put- 
ting in Exceptions to the Bill of Indidlment, the 
Trial was put ofFto the next SefBons. Hereupon 
a Petition was this Day prefented to the Houfe, in 
his Favour, intitled. The Humble Petition of divers ^ 
zvell-aff^eSfed and con ft ant Adherers to the In^rejt of 
'Parliaments^ and their own Native andFundkmMal 
Rights and Freedoms therein concerned^ young Men 
and Apprentices of the Cities ^London and Wcft- 
minfter. Borough of South wark, and the Parts dJ^ 
jacent. This Petition was prefented by fix Perlbhs, 
who being withdrawn, and called m again to the 
Bar, the Speaker afk'd their Names; to which one 
of them anfwered. Their Names were to the Peti- 
tion. And being again a(k*d. If he knew of the 
making of this ' Petition ; he faid. He was com- 
manded by the reft of his Friends and Fellow- Ap- 
prentices 
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prentices not to anfwer any Queftions, but to de- Inter-regrfurti 
mand an Anrwer to their Petition : Upon which IL^^ 

they were ordered to withdraw, when the Houfe ^^0^^, 
voted the Petition to be a moft high Breach of the 
Privilege of Parliament 5 fcandalous and feditiousj 
and the fixPerfons who deliver'd it, to be taken in- 
to Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms; which was 
done accordingly. They were afterwards fent to 
Br'idewelly there to be kept to hard l^aboUr during 
the Pleafure of the Houfe, who alfo referred it to 
the Council of State to examine the Authbrs, Sub- 
fcribers. Abettors^ and Printers of this Petition ; 
and refolved. That Lieutenant-Colonel yohn Lil- 
btirne {hould be kept clofe Prifoner ; and that the 
Keeper of Ntwgate db take Care to fee the famd 
done accordingly; 

Thfe War with the DuUh fliil continued to ht 
carried oh with Vigour on both Sides, and about 
this Time another bloody Sea- Fight happened be- 
tween the two contending Maritime Powers for (hiS 
Empire of the Narrow Seas. The News of this 
Victory was fent in a Letter from General Monckty 
dated from on board the Refolution^ off Camper-- 
JDown^ July 31, 1653, addreiTed to the Lord-Pre- 
iident of the Council of State, anci reported to the 
Houfe, as follows : 

Right Honourable j 

* TTOW great atid Wdnderful the Lord hath Gen. M«<r>tf'* 
« XT been unto this Fleet, hath plainly appeared ^"°""%°^^J^ 

,LL^ ., li-nr ^ . ^^ y Defeat of the 

* by his mighty and glorious rrefence gow^ziongpuub Fledt* 

* with us to the Ruin of our Enemies, and Prefer- 

* vation of his poor Servants^ as will in fome Mea- 

* fure appear by the enfuing Relation : 

* Upon the agth of this Month, about Nine in 

* the Morning, the Wind at North-Weft, having 

* weighed Anchor the Night before from the TexeT, 

* a Fleet was difcovefed by our Scouts a- head; 

* which, within two Hours after, appeared to be 

* the Dut(h Fleet come from the WeilUngs^ con- 

* fitting of 97 Sail, or thereabouts, whereof ()6 

Vol. XX. N * wfer«l 
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ljit«r-rcgnum. < were Men of War, as far as we could difcerrp: 

'^53* « Whereupon we made what Sail we coul4 after 

^^^C^^ * them, fitting our Ships in the mean Time for an 

* Engagement ; but the Enemy taclc'd about, and 

* flood avvay from us when they perceived what wc 

* were'; fo that it was Five o*Clock in the Evcn- 
^ ing before any of our Frigates could come up t^ 

* engage them-, which they did ; and, about Seven. 

* o'clock, this Ship, with as many Ships and Fri- 

* gates as made up 30 Sail, engaged with them, the 

* refi: being a ftern could not get up; however, we 
' fell to the Worky and continued fighting till Night 

* feparated us, which was about Nine o'Clock. Af- 

* ter which Time, it being dark, all Hands were at 

* Work to bring fome new Sails to the Yards, and 
^ mend our Rigging, whereih wc had fufFered very 

* much in fo fhort a Time ; there were kill'd out- 

* right in this Ship, by this Evening's Difpute, 

* about 16 or 17, and 25 wounded, whereof 14.. 

* dangeroufly. The Enemy got the Weatiier-Gage 

* of us this Night, by ftanding to the Northward* 

* while we flood to the Southward, fuppofing they 

* had been under our Lee, which appeared to the 

* contrary in the Morning, for the^ were much to 

* Windward of us. Yefterday little was done as 
' to an Engagement, both Fkets finding it Work 
' enough to get ofF from the Lee- Shore, having the 

* Wind at W. N. W, blowing hard, with thick 
^ and dirty Weather, which was-lhe worft for us^. 
•being on an Enemy's Country. 

* This Morning it being fair Weather and 

* little Wind, both Fleets prepared for a fecond 

* Engagement, the Enemy bearing in upon us, ha- 

* ving the Wind of us. To this Time the Lord' 

* feemed to encourage the Enemy, by laying the 
•Scales, as it were, in a Balance, fo that neither 
•could tell which had the better: But good was 
'the Lord unto us, who knew the beft Time for 
•Manifeftation of his own Glory, in appearing for* 
'his own People, though unworthy of fo great a 
' Mercy ; for, about Seven in the Morning, the* 
^'great Ships from the Texel^ being ^5 in Number, 

' h»- 
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* having made a Conjun£lion with them the Day inter-repnuni. 

* before, there began a very hot Difpute with *^53' 

* them, which fo continued till One in the After-. ^ ^ 

* noon, the Enemy having the Wind of us all the 
^ while, whereby he had the Opportunity of taking 
< all Advantages j yet truly may we fay, great was 
J the Lord, and marvellous, wortliy to. be praifed 

* for his glorious Appearance on our Behalf; for by 

* this Time the Lord had'fo daunted their Spirits. 

* that they began to bear away from us, making* all 

* the Sail they could with the Remainder of their 

* Fleet, being not above 60 of their whole Num- 

* her I for, fo far as I can gather, there cannot be 
^ lefs than 30 or 40 funk, taken, and deftroycd. 

* We are now in Purfuit of them with fome of 
^ our beft failing Frigates, being almoft up with 
^ fome of their fternmoft; and oiuExpeftations ftill 

* are great that the Lord will perfect the Work thus 

* far begiiQ arid carried on ; which I hope will be 

* to theGiory of his Grace in us, as well as without 

* us. The Enemy had nine Flag- Ships when he 

* firft engaged, and noW but one left, and Tramp's 

* tied to the Tbp-maft, fo far as I can difcern. But 

* I faw two of our own fired by the Enemy's Fire- 

* ihips, whereof one was the Oaky whofe Men 
' were moft of them faved ; the other a Fire-fliip. 

* In the Fight the Refolutiony with the Worcejler 
^ Frigate, led the Englijh Fleet, in a defpcrate and 
^ gallant Charge, through the whole Dutch Fleet. 
^ Fan Tromp\ Top-maft was {hot down, which he 

* would have fet up again, but could not, and fo 

* was fain to put his Flag upoii his near Mafts. 

* Thofe of the Dutchy that are got into the TexeU 

* are much fhattered ; Tromp'% Vice- Admiral funk 
^ down by his Sid6, I am 

ToUr Lordjhip^s humbU Servant^ 

GEORGE MONCK]$. 

The next Day a Letter from Admiral Moncke^ 
fo the Lord- General Cromwell^ was read in the 
Houfe, advifing, * That in the above Engage- 
ment the Dutch Admiral Van Trofnp was kill'd by ai 
N i Mufket 
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Mulket- Shot in the Left Brcaft ^ ; with fev^eral Caj^ 
tains and a vaft Number of Saik>is ; and that thd 
Engli/I) had taken about 1000 Prifoners, befide* 
the Vice- Admiral of Zealand ^nA many Olticers, 
with the Lofs of only 250 Men, anJ about 700 
wounded, amongft which wer« 12 Captains/ 

After reading thefe Letters th^ Houfe gave Orders 
for taking Care of Nccefl'aries for the Relief of the 
tick and maimed Seamen and Soldiers : They alfa 
jfeiblved That a convenient Houfe IhouJd be pro- 
vided in or near Dovtr^ Deal^ or Sandwicby for 
their Accommodation : That one Moiety of all 
the Hofpitals for Sick throughout England be re- 
ferved for the Service of the Navy ; and that Pro- 
vifion be made for the Wives and Children of the 
Captains and Sailors ilain In this Engagement y 
who were alfo to be admitted to make Probate of 
their Hulbands and Fathers Wills without Pay- 
ment of any Fees. 

Aug. 4. The following Petition was this Day 
prefented to the Hoqfe by fome Juftices of Peace 
of the County of Kent : 

To /^^ Pai^liament of the Commonwealth 
of England. 

' A Lthough the Kings of the Earth have 
' xV ^^^" unwilling that the Anointed Jefuf 



ihould 



reiffn, yet the 
Moft 



Obfervation of the Out- 
goings of the Moft High, in thefe latter Days, 

* caufeth your Pe^tioners to believe that the Day 

* of the Accompliftxment of the Promifes on the 

* Behdlf of the Sun of Righteoufnefs is dawned, if 

* not approached very near its Noon;, who is 

* weary always to behold the Burdens on the 

* Backs, the Yokes on the Necks, and to hear the 

* Groan» 

k Thf States Cencral not only caufed the Corpfe of Van Tromp 
to be interrM in the moft folcmrf Manner at Delft, but alfo ordered 
» Medal to be ftruck in Honour of his Menaory; In the Tront thft 
AdmiraPs Buft j on the Reverf€, a Reprefejitation of a Sea Fight j 
with this Infcription \n Dutch, Martt-n HARpiRTz I^'romp, Kjt^ 
Vne- Admiral of Holland, died for hi i Country, Aug. lO, 1653. 
liijfwre Mera/Ziqitede HoSl3LnA,parBizot, Tome II. p. 225. 
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» Groans and Cries from the Mouths of his People i inter-regnwn. 

* wherefore he hath poured forth a Spirit, which ^ 1^53^ 
^ hath encountered and^ vanquifhed our open Op- 

* preflTors, and poured Contempt upon thofe who 

* would be but partial Deliverers; the Sun of whofe 

* Power fet at Noon, becaufe it lipened not the 

* Defires and Petitions of God's People by a fa- 

* vourable Influence, but fufFered their Hopes to 

* blaft, after fo many Promifcs and Proteftations, 

* and fo much Expence of Treafure and Blood. 
*' The fame God who hath pulled them downf hath 

* fet you up ; but not to rule for yourfelves, but for 

* the People of God ; not to feek your own, but 
the -Honour of Cbrijl : And we can do no Icf^ 

* than hope ^nd pray. That the Spirit of the Lord 

* may fajl down upon you, and teach you to rule 

* after thq Heart of Chri/i, to whom we make bold 

* to make this humbly Addrefs ; not to interrupl: 

* your weighty Affairs, or mifdoubting your Wif- 

* dom and Faithfulncfs ; but only to fhew ho\y our 

* Hearts own you as our Parliament; and to con- 
fefs that we dare not negleii our Affiftance to the 

* great Work of the Lord, though it be but In be- 
ing your Remembrancers of what you have pro- 

* pofed to us of your Defires, in your late Declara- 

* tion, to the breaking of all our Yokes, and re- 

* moving all, our Burdens, at which our Souls joy. 

* And to keep warm the Breathing of that Spirit, 
we humbly crave I^eave to fpread before you one 

* grand Burden, under which we have groaned 
till our Hearts ach ; hun^bly defiring, 

* That Tythes of all Sorts, Root and Branch, 

* may be aboliftied ; that that Jewijh and Anti- 

* chrr/iian Bondage and Burden on theEftates and 

* Confciences of the Godly may ceafe ; and that 

* we may not be infnar'd with forced Maintenance, 

* or any Thing like it in the Stead thereof. 

* And your Petitioners {hall own the Lord in 

* you, and blefs the Lord for you ; and pray, hope, 

* and wait to fee your Hands ftretched out for the 

* Lord, till you fliall help to tear the Flefh of the 
f Whore,, and burn her with Fire/ 

N 3 Th? 
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^^^Te'T^"*' The Petitioners being called in again, the 
^^^_^ Speaker, by Command of the Houfe, returned 
Auguft, them this Anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 

''HE Houje doth take Notice cf your good Ajfflec-r 
t'lon to the Parliament ; and hath commanded me- 
to tell you ^ That the Bufinefs in your Petition is and 
Jhall bey in due Time^ under ConfiderOtion ; and that 
the Houfe will do therein as the Lord Jhall dirg^ 
them. 



T 



V 



Th Co rt f ^^^' 5' T\C\^ Day the Hpufe took into Confl- 
Chanccr/ voted deration the Bufmefs of the High Court of Chart- 
down, eery, and refolved that the fame be forthwith ta- 
' ' ken away; and a Bill was ordered to be brought in 
for that Purpofe, by the Committee of the Law. 
It was referred alfo to that Committee, to conftder 
how the Caufes now depending In Chancery might 
be determined ; and like wife a Provifion made fot 
the deciding Matters of Equity for the future, and 
putting in Order other Matters pf Law, within the 
Jurifdiflion of that Court. 
' Mr. Whitlocke^ who was at this Time one of the 
Commiflioners of the Great Seal, y^rrites, * That tha 
Debate upon the Motion for putting down the Court 
of Chancery held moft Part of two* Days :' But nei- 
ther this Memorialift, nor any other Hiflorian that 
we know of, gi^es us any of the Arguments of- 
fered on that Subje6i. We fhall therefore endea- 
vour to fupply the Deficiency frotn an anonymous 
Member of this Parliament, who publifhed a fiiort 
Abftradl of their Proceedings *. This Gentleman 
infprms us, ' That in the Courfe of the Debate tht 
Court of Chancery was called, by fome Members, 
the greateft Grievance in the Nation : Others faid. 
That for Dilatorinefs, Chargeablenefs, and a Fa- 
culty of , bleeding the People in the Purfe-Vein, 
even to their utter Perifhing and Undoing, that 
Court might compare with, if not furpafs, any 
Court in the World : That it was confidently af- 
ijrmed by knowing Gentlemen, of Worth, that 

C An (xaEl Relation, &c. before cited. "lerc 
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there were depending in that Court Twenty-three Intef-rcgnuw. 
Thoufand Caufes, fome of which had been there '^53- 
depending five, fome ten, fome twenty, fome ^^'T^^'^a^ 
^ thirty Years, and more : That there had been ^^^ * 
Xp'ent therein many Thoufands of Pounds, to the 
Ruin, nay utter Undoing, of many Families : That 
na Ship almoft that failed in the Sea of the Law, 
but firft or laft put into that Port; and, if they 
made any confiderable Stay there, they fufFered fo 
much Lofs, that the Remedy was as bad as the 
Difeafe : That what was ordered one Day was 
contradicted the next, fo as in fome Caufes there 
had been five hundred Orders and more. That 
when the Purfes of the Clients began to be empty, 
and their Spirits were a little cooled, then, by a 
Reference to fome Gentlemen in the Country, the 
Caufe fo long depending, at fo gr^eat a Charge, came 
to be ended ; fo that fome Members did not ftick to 
term the Chancery a Myftery of Wickednefs, and 
a ftanding Cheat. And that, in {hort, fo many 
Tiorrible Things were affirm'd of it, that thofe 
who were, or had a Mind to be. Advocates for 
it, had little to fay on the Behalf of it j and fo at 
the End of one Day's Debate, the Queftion being 
put, it was voted down.' — This Unanimity of the 
Houfe fecms confirmed by the Journah^ for it ap- 
pears by thofe Authorities, that the Refolution for 
aboliihing the Court of Chancery pafled without 
4iny Divifion of the Houfe, 

There were alfo printed at this Time, and de- 
livered to the Members, two Papers, which feem 
to have greatly contributed to haften the foregoing 
Vote : TThefe we (hall therefore give from the ori- 
ginal Editions in our Colle^fions ^: And firft, . 

Observations concerning the Court of Chan- 
cery, prefented to the Parliament, 

l.^ • TF we look back into antient Times, we fhall 
* J^ find the Bufinefs of the Chancery to be but 

* little, and the Officers aniClerks but few ; name- 

* ]y, a Chief Clerk, who was Matter of the Rolls ; 

. * three 

k Printed by R, Ibbetfon, and licenfed according to the iate A^ 
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InUr-recnum. « three Attornies or writing Clerfcsi, who dtfpatch-^ 

^J^^' * fd the Bufincfs now done in the Six-Clerks Of* 

Auauft * fice; one Regifter, and one Examiner; all which^ 

* except the Chief Clerk, were writing Clerks, for 
^^-^^ • Difpatch of the Bufmefs oif the Court, and taking 

- . V * Care of Clients Caufes j and for fuch their Care 
. j * and Pains they received all the Fees which the 
; * Clients paid, except only what was due to the 

* Mafter of the Rolls; which Fees then paid, al- 

* though the Certainty of them is not known, yet 

* it is more than probable the fame were iiot lb 

* great as now are taken ; but then, the Labourer 
^ receiving his full Wages, the Bufinefs was well 
^ and foon diijiatthed, and the Records well kept. 

2. Mt is obferved that as the Bufinefs of the 
« Court increafed, the Attornies increafed to the 

* Number of fix, and the Kxaminers to the Num- 
^ ber of two, and fo kept themfelves at that Num- 

* ber J and *as the Bufmefs farther increafed, the 
^ Attornies, Examiners, and Regifter, by the Con- 

* font of the feveral Mafters of the Rolls, from 

* Time to Time increafed their Clerks, and caft 

* all the Cafe, Pains, and Burden of Caufes, and 

* all Difburfuments for Clients, upon their Clerks; 

* and they wholly withdrew then/ifelves from the 

* Duty of their Places, and became overfeeirtg. Of- 

* iicers, and not. writing Clerks, according to their 
^ primitive Conftitution 3 and then their only Care 
' was to contrive Rules and Methods of Praftice, 

* with many tedious and unneceflary Formalities, 
^ in fuch Manner as that no Bufinefs might pafs by 

* them undifcovered, rior any Fees unpaid f and 
^ this occafioned great Expence to the Clients, and 
^ much more Pains to the Under-Clerks than was 
*/neceflary. 

3. ' It may be obferved that, notwithftanding 

* fuch Rules of Practice prefcribed by the SixClerks, 
^ yet the labouring Clerks of that Office (to whofc 
^ Care only the Clients commit their Caufes, and 
^ depend upon them for the Management thereof) 
^ do often conceal thi? Bufinefe, and the Fees due 
? for the fame from the Six Clerks, and fatisfy 

'them- 
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themfelves touching the Lawfulnefs thereof, as inter-regBam. 
well in regard they often difburfe Money for their ^^53» 
Clients to the Six Clerks, wbkh they never re- ^^"T^^^'T^ 
ceivc again 5 as alfo for that the whole Care and "^ ' 
Burden lies upon them, and not upon the Six 
Clerks (they^ being indeed the true and lawful 
Attornies of the Court to all Intents and Purpofes, 
and ii\ all Refpedis, except in Name only): But 
by reafon of thefe Concealments of Bufmefs and 
Fees, the Caufcs are not proceeded in, and pro- 
fecuted in that formal and regular Way of Prac- 
tice which is directed by the Six Clerks ; and as 
often as it is difcovcred the Clerk fufFersDifgrace, 
and the Clients much Delay and Damage : And 
this is the aioik common and greateft Grievance 
before the hearing of Caufes. 

4. ' Alfo it is to be obferved, that there are the 
like Inconveniences in the Regifters Office and 
the Examiners Office, by reafon the Mailers of 
the fame feveral Offices receive almoft all the 
Fees due from the Clients, and leave their Clerks 
to receive Expedition- Money, and other unjuft 
Rewards, from the Clients, without which they 
could not fubfift. And as for the Subpoena Of- 
fice and Affidavit Office, being monopolized but 
ih King Jameses Time, there is no Ufe at all of 
them ;, nor were they erecSed for any other End 
bat to put the Clients to unneceffary Expences 
and Delays, and the praflifing Clerks to needlefs 
Trouble. 

5. ^ It-is very evident and manifeflthat all the 
Mifchiefsand biconveniences, before«mentioned, 
came to paf$ thus : In refpeft the feveral Matters 
of the Rolls for the Time being (as Chief Clerks , 
of that Court) having the Nomination of the Six 
Clerks, Examiners, and Regifter, found it more 
profitable to continue them at that fmall Num- 
ber, ^nd fell their Offices for great Sums of Mo- 
ney to Men altogether ignorant of the Pradice 
of the Court> than to admit dcferving Men^r^?- 
tisy as by the D^ty of th^fe Places they ought td 

* have 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Au^(^« 



202 The Parliamentary History 

have done ; and, as the Bufinefs increafed, ta 
have incre^fed abJc and honeft working Attor- 
nies, as the Judges of other Courts of Juftice 
did. , • 

6. * There are Inconvenrences in the Profecu- 
tion of Caufes which concern Clients ; as, name- 
ly. When Defcndants.will willingly ftand out all 
Procefs of Contempt, (which, according to the 
Rules prefcribcd by the Six Clerks, requires a 
Year's Time to piofecute) and then pay 40 j. 
Co As, and make an infufficient Anfwer ; and, 
that being over-ruled, ftand out all Procefs of 
Contempt as at iirft, and then make a fecond 
infuiHcient Anfwer, and fo a third and fourth ; 
fo that fometimes Defendants cannot be com- 
pelled to make perfect Anfwers in two or three 
Years : And fometimes Plaintiffs likewife prefer 
vexatious Suits againft Defendants, and keep 
them long in Sufpence without any efFefiual Pro- 
fecution : But this, although fit to be redlified, is 
not altogether fo miichievous as the former. 

7. * Many other Inconveniences may be obfer- 
ved at and after the heaiing of Caufes, more pre- 
judicial to Clients than the former ^ for it may 
be obferved (befides the many impertinent and 
unnecefTary Orders made in Caufes, pending the 
Suit) that Caufes of late Times are hea,rd not 
only once or twice, but five or fix Times, by rea- 
fon of which often Attendance, and the Great- 
nefs of Counfcis Fees, (which are fit to be mo- 
derated) Clients are put to a very great and vaft 
Expence ; and the Orders many Times are fo 
weakly and uncertainly pronounced, that none 
that hear them know what they are ; and there- 
upon the Regifters take the Liberty to draw what 
they pleafe ; and the Weaknefies of the Judges 
do often occafion needlefs References to Mafters 
of the Court, where there are many Times very 
unfair Proceedings, 

8. * For it is moft notorioufly known that the 
' Matters of the Court, although there be no Fee 

*dac 
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< due to them from the Client, yet they, moft of Intcr-regottm, 

* them, are very much guilty of taking unjuft Fees V^ 

< and Rewards, tending very much to the Wrong ^^^i^ 

* and Prejudice of Clients : And the Deputy-Re- 

* gtfters are likewife too much guilty of this Crime. 

9. * And laftly it is obferved, that after Decrees 

* are paft, there is a tedious Profecution on the 

* Plaintiff's Part before he can have the Benefit 

* thereof; by reafon whereof he often lofeth all • 

* liis Labour and Charge, and never leaps the 
« Fruit of the Decree/ 

Proposals tendered to the Parliament^ for the Re- 
gulation or taking away of the Court of Chan- 
cery, and fettling Bufinefs of Eqility according 
to the original and primitive Conjiitution of it j 
and for taking away all unnecejfary Fees^ Offices 
and Officers^ and Formalities now ufed^ and for 
the fpeedy Difpatch of Bufinefs. 

I. ' rr^HAT the Court as it is now ufed, or 
• 'X rather abufed, be wholly taken away; 

* and that fome of the moft able and honeft Men 

* may be appointed for keeping of the Great 

* Seal, and authorized to examine, hear, and de- 

< termine all Caufes of Equity; and impowered to 

* put in Execution their Judgments and Decrees in 

* the fame Manner, and with the fame Expedition, 

* as Judgments at Common Law are : For as long 

* as the Bar is more able than the Bench, as of 
« late it hath been, the Bufinefs of the Court can 

< never be well difpatched (and former Times have 

* thought the moft atJle Men but fit for this Em- 

* ployment); and that the Judges of the Court may 

* have Power likewife to punifi Perjury committed 

* in the fame Court. 

2. « That inftead of the Six Clerks, Chief Re- 
^ gifter, and Two Examiners, fo many godly, able» 

* honeft, and experienced Clerks may be admitted 

* in their Rooms, as may be able, with their own 

* Hands, to write and do the Bufinefe of the Court; 
\ and whicji may be working Attornies' and Clerks, 

* and 
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loter-fcgntihu * and not overfccing Offcers ; that is to fay. Six 

^^^53' < Clerks in the Reeiftcrs Office, Eight Clerks in 

Aueuff * ^^ Examiners Office, and Sixty Attornies or 

* Clerks for doing the Bufinefs now done in the 

* Six-Clerks Office; and that all thtfe Clerks may 

* receive a Moiety of the Fees now taken, and no 

* more, fave only the 31. 4^. for the Attornies 

* termly Fee, which may continue as formerly, 

3. * That the Sixty Attornies do ele<5 two of 
' the moft able and experienced Men in thcBufmefs 

* of the Court, and to be approved of by the Com- 

* miffioners for the Great Seal, to be Chief Clerks, 

* to attend daily in Court, to fatisfy the Court in any 

* Thing touching the Praftice of the Court, and 

* to do llich otlier Services as the Court ihall di- 

* re£l J as alfo to look to the due Ordering and Fi- 

* ling of the Records, and to receive for their Pains 

* a termly Allowance from the Pradtifing Clerks, 

* not exceeding 200 A per Annum a- piece ; and not 

* to receive any Fees from Clients, for, if fo, then 

* the fame Mifchief will follow as formerly hath 

* done. 

4. * That a certain Number of godly and able 
^ Men be appohited,inftead of Matters of the Court, 

* to take Oaths, and to hear and determine Mat- 

* ters of Account, and fuch other Things as the 

* Court (hall refer unto them ; who fhall fit, ex^- 

* mine, and certify the fame in Order as they are 

* brought before them, and fhall havfe a conftant 
'* Regifter to attend them; and no Report to be 

* made, but by two of them at leaft. 

5. ' That the Attornies of the Court be not 

* only permitted, but injoined to make Motions 

* for their Clients for any Thing concerning the 

* Pradiice and Courfe of the Court, as is now ufed 

* in other Courts of Juftice, (as hath been formerly 

* ufed in the Chancery) for which they are to re- 

* ceive no Fee, but content tliemfelves with their 

* termly Fee of 3;. 4^. and the Court to appoint 
^ convenient Times for hearing fuch Motions. 

6. * That a certain Number of able and godly 
^ Men be appointed to perufe and allow of ali'Bills 

^ be- 
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* before they be filed ^ for which they fhall receive inter-repnuai. 

* for every Bill , for preventing of many 1653. 

* vexatious Suits, and Suits altogether improper for ^"""^•''Tr^ 

* the Jurifdiclion of the Court 5 and that no Attor- ^^^^ ' 

* ney make out any Summons untill the Bill be (o 

* perufed, allowed of, and filed. 

7. ^ That upon every Hearing of a Caufe, or 

* other Order toucfhing the Merits of a Caufe, after 

* the Court hath pronounced their Order, the Re- 

* ji^ifter to read the fame with an audible Voice, 

* not only the Subftance but the very Words of the 

* Order, for avoiding all Miftakes in drawing 

* of Orders. 

* Thefc are humbly conceived to be fit Propo- 

* fals in relation to the Conftitution of a Court 

* of Equity, whereby to bring it to its original 

* Purity. 

« As to the Praiftical Part of the Court : It is 

* conceived requifite that Rules of fit Prafticc 

* fliould be framed by the Attornies of the Court, 

* (b to be allowed of as aforefaid, and the fame 

* prefented to the Chief Clerk ; and they to perufe 

* and amend the fame, and then prefent them to / 

* the Keepers of the Great Seal for their Appro- 

* bation thereof; whereby all vexatious Plaintiffs 
« and wilful Contemners may receive condign Pu- 

'« nifliment by Payment of Cofts, as alfo by Fines, 

* Sequeftrations, and other »vife, according to their 

* Demerits ; and whereby all needlefs Formalities 

* and Delays in the proceeding of Caufes may be 

* taken away, and all expeditious Ways and Means 

* ufed for the expediting of Caufes, and the Eafe 

* of Clients : And it is not to be doubted but fuch 

* Rules of Pradtice may be framed, as that no 

* Caufe fhail depend above a Year (but generally 

* not fo long) before it be ready for hearing j and 

* the whole Charge of the Proceccjings not to ex- 

* ceed ordinarily above 40 or 50^. 

' But the particular Rules of Pra<9ice are not 

* herein exprciled, for that it is conceiv'd impoffible 

* to prefcribe and limit all Rules of Pra6lice by Aft 

* of Parliament, but the fame will be very prejudicial 

^ to 
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Imcr-rcgnum. * to the Pcople : For if the Rules of Praaice (hould 
^J^^^^l* < be enaiSted, then cannot the Judges of tjie Court 
' Auguft. * difpetife with the Letter of the fame Rule, the* 

* it be in a Cafe of Sicknafs, Death, or other like 

* Cafes of the greatert Extremity. 

' Yet as to the Judicial Pact of the Court, it 

* were to be wifh'd that a certain Time was limit- 

* ed for.Mortg^gers to redeem their Lands; and if 

* likewife fome Limitation of Time was put to 
' other Suits, whereby Things might.be brought 

* to as great a Certainty as could be poffible. 

* It is corxeived very fit likewife that a Table of 

* Fees (hould be all9wed of by the Commiflioners 

* or Keepers of the Great Seal, and afterwards 

* confirmed by A61 of Parliament, and a Penalty 

* impofed upon every Man that {hall excpeed them/ 

But all thefe Schemes for Reformation of the 
Law proved inefFecStual, the Reafon of which will 
appear hereafter. 

The Parliament Aug. 8. A Report was made to the Houfe front 
ce^conc^eri^d^n*^^ Council of State, That it was their Opinion' 
the late Engage- ^wo Gold Chains, of 300/. Valu© each, fhould be 
xnent wih the made and given to the Admirals Moncke TxABlake^ 
Dutch, ^^ ^ Mark of Favour from the Parliament, and a 

Token of the good Acceptance of their eminent 
Services againft the Dutch ; two more Chains of 
100/. Value to Vice- Admiral Penn and Rear-Ad- 
miral Lauufon ; and the four Flag- Officers to havfc 
each a Chain of 40/. Value : Alfo 1040/. in Me- 
dals, to be given amongft the other Officers of the 
Fleet, as a Mark of the Parliament's Favour to 
them for their feveral Services. All which Partr- 
culars were confirmed by the Houfe. 

A Day was alfo appointed for giving Thanks to 
Almighty God, for his Mercy In the late Succefles' 
vouchfafed to the Navy of this Commonwealth 
againft the Dutch ^ And a Declaration was ordered 
to be fet forth, to invite the People of God in this 
Nation to join in the Obfeivaticn thereof 5 which 
was in hac Verba : 

MT 
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^ XT having pleafed the Lord, after thofe many Inter-regnwn. 

* X fignal Tokens of his Prefence with his People ^ ^53^ 

* in this Nation, in the feveral Straits and Changes ^"Xul^iA^^ 

* through which he hath, by a mighty Hand and 

* out-ftretched Arm, led them hitherto, yet again ^ Declaration 

* to manifeft his wonted Power and Goodnefs to for a public 

* them in that late and great Succefs of our Fleet Thankfgivin? on 

* at Sea; when it pleafed the Lord, at the End of'^*^ Occafio* 

* yuiy laft, fo to blefs the Forces of this Commorr- 

* -wealth engaged by the Dutch^ (who, by Advan- 
^ tages not a few, to human Appearance, were 

* likely to have prevailed) as that, after a moft fiiarp 

* and doubtfiil Encounter, he crowned us with 

* Viftory, and made our Enemies to feel the Stroke 

* pf bis righteous Hand agalnft them ; who have 

* abundantly mariifefted it to be in their Intentions 

* to have made us (wearied by a long inteftineWar) 
^ a Spoil to their Avarice and Ambition, by their 
^ firft unjuft Invafion of us, and their earneft pro- 

* fecutingfince of a War againft us, riotwithftand- 

* ing all the Endeavours ufed on our Part to com- 

* pofe fo fad, and to us fo unwelcome, a Breach 

* between the two Nations: We being defirous 

* to be deeply fenfible hereof before the Lord ; and 

* bearing alfo in Mind what Caufe we have, at all 
' Times, to make Mention of his Name in tliis 

* Natiort with all humble and thankful Acknow- 
^ ledgements, but efpecially wh^n he hath' thus 

* feafonably made bare his Holy Arm in this late 

* Mercy, before the Eyes of all the Nations round 

* about us, have thought it requtfite at a particular 

* Time, and in an efpecial Manner, to acknow- 

* ledge the Hand and Goodnefs of our God to us 

* in this great Work which he hath wrought for 

* us ; and we have therefore fet a-part Thurfday 
^ the 25th of this preferit Auguft^ for the End a- 

* forefaid. And in regard the Mercy is general, 

* and we hope will be of great Advantage to this 

* whole Commonwealth, and to all that fear God 

* in it, we do earneftly defire them to contribute 

* their Help in this great Work of Thankfulncfs 
•^ to the Lord, and to fufFer us to call upon them> 
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inttr-nvinm, * to fing, together with us, unto the Lord a new 

'^5 3- t Song, He hath dealt bountifully with «j, for his 

^^y'^ * Mercy endureth for ever: And that, as the Lord 

* fhall move and dire£t them, thfey would ferioufly 

* fet themfelves in his Prefence, and praife him to- 

* gether with us ; fo that we may^ all, with one 

* Heart and Voice, offer up a free Sacrifice of 

* Prayer and of Praife, and all of us endeavour, 

* in'oUr feveral Sutions, to improve fo great a De*- 

* liverance to the alone Glory of our great God, 

* and the Good of his People throughout the 
' World/ 

Dcfi^ns on foot The Councll of State had been alarmed with 
Kil'''''"' ""^ ^^"^ daily Intelligence of many Defigns on foot in be- 
°^' half of Charles Stuart ; and that feveral confider- 

able Perfons were concerned therein, fome of 
whom were ordered to be apprehended. A Re- 
port of this being made to the Houfe on the loth 
of this Month, they ordered an Ad to be brought 
in for erecting another High Court of-Juftice, for 
Trial of Offenders againfl the Commonwealth. 

This Day alfo the Council of State fcnt to the 
Houfe a Paper, called J Breviate of the Propofals 
made to them by the CommiJJioners from Scotland j 
which was read as follows : 

Propofals made i, < That the Cefs upon Scotland^ which now 
cVmmiffionts^^' excecds the fourth Part of the Rent, may be 
fr©m iicotiand, ' abated, and brought to a conflant and competent 

* Proportion with England. 

2. * That Commiffions for Courts of Jufticc 

* might be iffued to Men of Confcience, and Abi- 

* lities to judge according to the; Law and Pradice 

* of that Nation ; and that the Judicatories might 

* be of that fame Number as formerly, to be no- 
*' minated by Advice and Confent of the Nation^ 

* conformably to A<Ss of Parliament. 

3- ' That Sequeftrations and Confifcations 

* nf)ight be taken off; and that the Intereft of ScotJ- 

* men in England and Ireland might be prefervcd, 

* as was intended by the Bill of Oblivion : And 

' iha* 
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* that Courfc might be taken for the Creditors and Inter- rcgnum, 

* Cautioners of fequeftrated Perfons, who other- .*^53« 

* wife will prefently be ruined inevitably. v— ^<-— ^ 
. 4. ' Tiiat thofe who had formerly Rights from ^"^"^' 

* Kings may be continued in their Pofleifions till 

* their Right be difcuflcd before the Judge Ordi- 

* nary : And that Courfe may be taken for Pay- 

* mcnt of Debts contradcd by the King before 

* thefe late Troubles. 

5. ' That thofe who had obtained Conveyances 

* and PoiTcflion from Perfons who thereafter fell 

* into Delinquency, may enjoy their Rights. 

6. ' That Prifoners be releafed. 

7. ^ That the Mint in Scotland may be fet 

* up, as the only prefent Remedy againfl: the ex- 

* treme Scarcity of Money there. 

8. * That thofe who are engaged for Money 

* expended upon the Public Account of the Na- 

* tion, or have paid the fame, piaybe relieved and 

* indemnified. 

9. ^ That Cuftoms and Impofitions between 

* England and Scotland may be taken off all Goods 

* imported and exported betwixt the Nations. 

' It was alfo humbly defired that fomc effective 

* Cdurfe might be taken for Payment of the faid 

* Commiflioners Salaries.' 

After reading thefe Propof^ls, thcHoufe referr'd Complaint maa« 
it to the Council of State to take Care for the Pay- |°^*^;^^J^^^^^^^ 
ment of the Salaries of the CommiiEoners from and Op'preflions 
Scotland^ in order to their Difmiifion. And the of Coalers, ^f. 
Debate on the reft of thefe Propofals was deferr'd 
to the 1 2th Inftant, but we hear no more of them; 
fo that it is probable the Scots Commiflioners were 
fent away without any further Satisfa<Slion given 
them in their Demands. 

Aug. 17. Mr. Anlahy reported, from the Com- 
mittee for Prifons and Prifoners, a Charge againfl: 
Sir ""John Lenthallj Marflial and Keeper of the 
Upper- Bench Prifon, for. fundry Negleds and 
.Abufes of bis Office^; alfo for Extortion, Opprcf- 

Vol. XX. O fion. 
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fion, and barbarous Ufage of his Prifoners, eveit 
to the murdering, ftarving, and poifbning fome 06 
them. It was like wife alledged againft him. That 
he had held a fecret Intelligence and Correfpon- 
dence with the late King at Oxford^ and fent hin* 
Men, Money, Horfes, and Arms. All thefe Of- 
fences were referred back to the fame Committee^ 
who were authorized to hear what Defence S'lrjohn' 
Lenthall had to make. 

Several public- fpirited Propofals were al fo re- 
ported to the Houfe, for rcdreffingof Abufes in all 
the Prifons throughout the Kingdom; for difchar- 
ging fuch Prifoners as were unable to pay ; and* 
compelling fuch as were able, but chofe to liVe up- 
on their Eftates in Confinement, in order to de- 
fraud their Creditors. All which are particulariz'd 
ia the Journals. 

The next Day this Charge againft Sdrjohn Len- 
thall was followed by a Petition preTented to the 
Houfe, in hac Verba : 

Te the Parliament of the Commonwealth 
' of England, 

* ^he Humble Petition of all the Prisoners yir 
Debt within the feverat (both National and Pri^ 
vaie) tyrannical Dens of Cruelty ,^ called Prifons^ 
Goalsy CountefSy HoleSj and Dungeons in this; 
Landy 

Humbly Jhewethy' 
And a Petition < f^fT^ HAT this Nation hath, for thefe' many 
UcLrf °^''''"' ' A Years, expeSed to reap the defired Fruits 

* of thek Labours, and the late Parliament's Pro- 
' mifes, viz. their juft Liberties : But the chiefeft 

* Study of the faid felf-feefcmg Parliament hath 

* been how, by fair Speeches, to lull this Nation* 

* afleep in the Cradle of Security, and to impower 

* themfclves to Perpetuity; but the Lord hath turn- 

* ed this their Worldly Policy into FoUy, Shame,. 
^ and Confuilon to themfelves ; (\^^fe Memo* 

riaC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC . 



Au£Ui>. 



C^ ENGLAND. 211 

morial will fo remain toPofterity) by ftlrring up Inter-r^cnum* 
the Hearts of his Excellency and thofe noble '^53- 
Worthies, that thus fuddenly and peaceably dif- 
armed them ; and, in' their Chrillian Zeal to 
this their Country's Welfare, have chofen and 
called you, as the Lord's faithful ones, to the 
fame Place, but for the better Work, even the 
Work of Righteoufriefs, in Judgment, Juftice, 
and Mercy, (without Refpev^t of Perfons) and 
For the Reftoration of our Fundamental Laws, 
Rights, and Liberties. ' 

' In Aflurance of your fpeedy Acccmptiftiment of 
this fo great good Work, to God's Glory, your 
Country's Happinefs, and your own eternal Fame 
to Pofterity, we are encouraged to fhew, ; hough 
not unknown unto you, that the Law of God 
is a Law of Mercy, Peace, and Prefervation to 
the People, and hot of Strife, Rigor, and De- 
ftru(Sfcion, as it is at this prefent Time, in and by 
the chargeable, dilatory, and deceitfUl Pradicc 
thereof; witnefs the numerous Actions charged 
on Men ; vexatious and chargeable Arrefts, and 
dragging of Men and Whmen like Dogs into 
Holes and Dungeons ; falfe and endlefslmprifon- 
ment ; the frequent Commitments to Prifon, by 
thejudges and Juftices, upon trivial Matters ; un- 
juft Decrees ; falfe Reports of Mafters irt Chan- 
cery ; illegal Outlawrieis ; Delay of Juftice; andi 
by the extraordinary Charges in Law and Pro- 
traftioti of Time^ difliearten honeft Men fron|L 
fiiihg for their juft Debts arid Rijghts ; together 
alfo with the m oft cruel Ufage and unreafonable 
Exaftions of fiailifFs, Serjeants, and Goalers^ 
to the utter Ruin and Deftru6tioh of thoiifands 
of Families in the Land ; fo as rtow, bj^ the dia- 
bolically invented Practices of the Judges and 
Lawyers i the Law is become (harper than a two- 
edged Sword, dividing the Life from the Bo^y ; 
working an jendlefs Separation between a Maa 
and his Wife, Children, and Friends ; Depriva- 
tion of Liberty and Calling,, and a total Ruin of 
Eftate, toT'the .great Prejudide of this Common- 
O 2 * wea!t& 
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Jnter-regnum. * wciilth in general ; but to the Satisfaftion of 
'^^3- « cruel revencreful Perfons, and Inrichment of 

* Lawyers and their Dependents in particular. 
' That all private Prifons are more noifome and 

* chargeable than many national Prifons are*, wit- 

* nefs the Lord ClevelancTs Prifon, within his Roy- 

* alty in White-Chapel^ where the Steward and 

* BailitFare Accufers, Judges, and Executioners, 

* by their illegal Royal Warra^its daily iffued forth, 

* for^arrefting, imprifoning, and condemning of 

* poor .Men and Women, in their illegal Courts 

* kept every three Weeks there : 
' That notwithftanding the Head of Royalty is 

* cut ofr, yet thefe Branches of Tyranny are ftill 

* fuStred to grow and bear the poifonous Fruit o£ 

* DeftrucSlipn, contrary to the Freedom and Deli- 

* verance promifed : 
^ That Rcftraint of Men and Women's Perfons 

* in Goal pays no Debts; but defrauds theOedi- 
' tor, feeds the Lawyers and Goalers, and mur- 

* ders the Debtors ; witnefs the many Thoufands 

* that have thus periflied miferably, as the Goal- 

* ers Books, Coroners Records, and Committor^ 
' Rolls do teftify: 

* That Imprifonment for Debt is contrary to the 
^ Law of God, to Reafon, Juftice, and Charity, 

* arid to the Law of this Land, as appcareth by fe- 

* veral Statutes. ' 

* The Premi/cs pioufly confidered, your poor, 

* fill] enflaved, Brethren therefore humbly pray, 
' That you may fpeedily break ofF this cruel 

* finful Yoke, by the powerful Rule of Righteouf- 

* nefs, Juftice, and Mercy : That there may be 

* no more Arrefting nor Imprifonment for Debt; 

* but that, according to the anticnt laudable Way 
' of Citations, all able Debtors may be, in fome 

* fhort Time, enforced to fatisfy their Creditors 

* out of the twoThird Parts of their Eftates, either 

* in Lands or Goods, the otherThird Part to be re- 

* ferved to themfelves for their Support and Educa- 
« tion of their Children : And, laftly, that you 
*• woald be pleafed to fland up in tUe Strength of 

"« the 
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■* the Lbrd, like zealous Nehemiah\ for the Regain- inter-regnuai, 

"* ment of this Nation's Liberty, by abolifliing the 1653. 

^ Capias^ demolifhing all Dens of Cruelty, and ^'-— v — -* 

* fetting all us, the Enflaved, free : Auguft. 

* That fo not only we, our Wives, Children, 

* and Friends, but this whole Nation, may havef ' 

* juft Caufe to blefs God for you, and to eternize 
^ your Names to Pofterity, as of their faithful De- 

* liverers from this Egyptian Thraldom and Mi- 

* fery; for the fpeedy Accomplifhment whereof, 

* your Petitioners and this whole Nation do daily ' 

* pray, l^c* 

In confequence of all this the Houfe ordered aA BUI ordered ia 
Bill to be brought in, for the Relief of Creditors ^^^^^«"P<>a* 
and Poor Prifoners. 

Aug, 19. This Day the Parliament took into 
Conftderation the State of the Laws of this Nation 
in general; and refolved, That a Committee be 
.appointed to confider of a new Body of the Law. 

'Aug, %7., A Call of tlie Houfe was made with A Call of the 
great StriSnefs ; the Abfenters were mark'd with"®"^*^* 
an A^ thofe prefent with a P, Such Members 
who were abfent, without Leave, were ordered to 
attend the Service of the Houfe on that Day Fortr 
night, and give an Account of their Abfence. 

About the Middle of this Month Co\, John Lil-^Thtix^^wtYzPf^ 
hume was brought to a fecond Trial at Law; ^^K^j^l'i^^r^ 
after* a long Hearing, was acquitted by his Jury, 
but ordered back to Newgate, Upon his Acquittal 
Medals were ftruck, with his Head on one Side, 
and the Names of all his Jury on the Reverfe, 
which are yet to be k^n in the Cabinets of the 
Curious; But the Parliament was fo provoked at 
Ltlburne'% Acquittal, that they ordered the Coun- 
cil of State to examine the whole Bufmefs of the 
Trial ; particularly the Judges and Jury upon it, 
Likewife to examine touching any fcandalous, fe- 
ditious, or tumultuous Papers which were difpers'd^ 
O 3 or 
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IrAcr. rtf num. Of WonU fpoken, at the faid Trial, in relation k>« 
*^53 and in Derogation of, the Authority of Parliament, 

^^"V"**^ and report the fame to the Houfe. — It was alfo re- 
"^"^^ ' (erred to the faid Council to revife the Ads decla- 
ring what Offences fhall beTreafon; and to bring 
in an Act for Supply of fuch Things as the other 
conies fhort ^U in reference to this prefent Parlia- 
ment and Council of State. According to this 
Order, a few Days after. Sir Anthony AJhley Cooper 
reported frogi the Council of State, that they had 
examined into tl^e Proceedings on the lat^ Trial 
of Col. Luhurne\ and that the Clerks attending 
* there had returned (everal fcandalous and feditious 
Speeches, fpoken by the iaid Lilburne at his Trial, 
which they topk-in Short Hand, an Extradl of which 
was read ; whereupon the Houfe committed Lil- 
burne to the Tower ; and the Lieutenant was in- 
joined to detain him there^ notwithftanding any 
Habeas Corpus to be granted by the Upper Bench, 
or any other Court of Juftiqe, till the Parliament 
ihould give farther Order. — So great a Dread had 
they of this ]Vlan*s Popularity, who, frooi his in- 
vincible Zeal in oppofing the Arbitrary Proceed- 
ings of Men in Power, under every Change of Go- 
vernment, was at this Time diftinguiilhed by the 
Name of Freeborn John^ 

Great Part of this Month had been taken up in 
canvuiTing a Bill concerning Marriage, 9nd the 
regi^htring thereof, and alfo of Births and Burials: 
On the 25th it pafled the Houfe on the Queftion, 
and was order'd to be printed and published. 

This extraordinary Act, which entirely took 

Marriages out of the Hands of the Clergy, and 

put it into thofe of the Juftices of Peace, well de- 

ferves our Notice ; we (hall therefore give an Ab- 

ftraft of the moft material Claufes thereof. 

An Aft pafsM Hereby it was enaded, ^ That ail Perfons ifi 

fclating to Mar- England OX he land^ intending to be married, fbould, 

P*£«» twenty one Days at lealt before, deliver in Wrir 

tins; to the Rcgifter appointed by this Adt for the 
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SParifh where each Party to be married live, with inter-rcgi^um. 

ttheir Names, Surnames, Additions, and Places of '^ ^L' ^ 

(Abode, and of their Parents, Guardians, or Over- Auguft. 

&ers ; all which the faid Regifter fball publiih three 

feveral Lord's Da)^ then jaext following, at the 

Clofe of the Morning Exercife, in the Church or 

Chapel ; or, if the Parties to^ be married defired it, 

in the Market- Place next adjoining thereto, on 

three Market- Days, in three feveral Weeks next 

following, betweea the Hours df Eleven and Two; 

which being done, the Regifter IhaU, upon Re- 

queft of the Pajties concerned, makea^Certificate 

of the due Performance thereof, without which 

fuch Marriage fhall not proceed : And if any Ex- 

•ception be made thereto, the Regifter ihall infert 

the fame, with the Name of the Perfon making 

iiich Exception, and their PJace of Abode, in the 

Certificate of Publicafaon. 

^ All Perfons intending to be married, Q>a]l come 
before fome Juftice of Peace of the fame County, 
City, or Town Corporate, where Publication hath 
been made, and bring a Certificate thereof, with / 

Proof of the Confent of their Parents or Guardi- 
ans, if either of the Parties be under the Age of 
twenty-one Years : And the Juftice fliall examine, 
4ipon Oath, concerning the Truth of the Certifi- 
cate, «»nd due Performance of all the Premifles, and 
of any Exception arifing ; arid, if there be no rea- 
fonable Caufe to the contrary, the Marriage (hall 
proceed in this Manner : 

' The Man, taking the Woman by the Hand, 
ihall diftiqiSly pronounce thefe Words, / A. B. 
do here in the Prefence $f God^ the Searcher of all 
Hearts^ take thee C. li*for my wedded IVtfe ; and 
- do alfo in the Prefence of Gody and before thefe 
fVitneJfeSy promife to be unto thee a loving and faith^ 
fulHufband. 

* And then the Woman, taking the Man by the 
tiand, Ihall alfo diftin£Hy pronounce thefe Words, 
J CD. do here in the Prefence of God, the Searc/jer 
•pf all Hearts J take thee, A. B.for my wedded Huf- 
Jkc^nd i and do alfo in the Prefence of God^ and be^ 

for$ 
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loter-regnuni. fote thefe lyUneffeSy from'ife to be unto thee a h\:ii:jy 
'653. faithful, and obedient //7/>. 

^-'^'"■**^ * The Man and Woman having made fufficient 
Aujuit. Pfoof of the Confent of their Parents or Guarci- 
ans, and exprellcd their Confent to AIarnage<» in 
the Miinner and Words aforefaid, before fuch Ju- 
ftice of Peace, in the Prefence of two or more cre- 
dible Witnefles, he ihall declare them to be from 
thenceforth Hufband and Wife ; and, after fiich 
Confent fo expreded, and fuch Declaration made, 
the fame ihall be good and eiFe<5Vual in Law ; and 
no other Form of Marriage ihall be accounted va- 
lid according to the Laws of Ejflatid: But the 
Juftice of Peace, in cafe of dumb Pcrfons, may 
difpcnfe with pronouncing the Words aforefaid ; 
and with joining Hands, in cafe of Perfons tfiat 
have no Hands. 

* A Boole of Vellum or Parchment ihall be pro- 
vided for the regiftering of all (iich Marriages, and 
of all Births of Children, and Burials of all Sorts 
of People, within every Parilh.; for the fafe keep- 
ing of which, the Inhabitants and Houiholders 
chargeable to the Poor, ihall make Choice of fome 
able, and honeft Perfon, to be approved by one 
Juftice of the Peace of the County, and fo figni- 
fied under his Hand in the faid Regifter-Book, to 
have the Keeping thereof, who ihall therein enter 
all fuch Publications, Marriages, Births of Chil- 
dren, and Burials of aU Sorts of Perfons, and the 
Names of every of them, and the Days of the 
Month and Year thereof, and the Parents, Guar- 
dians, or Overfeers Names : And for fuch Publi- 
cations and Certificate, the Regiiler iball be paid 
I s, alfo I s, for the Entry of every Marriage ; for 
every Birth of a Child ±d, and for every Death 4^/. 
But for Publications, Marri^iges, Births, or Burials 
of poor People, who live upon Alms, nothing ihall 
be taken. And the Juftice of Peace^ if defired, 
ihall give a Certificate on Parchment, under his 
Hand and Seal, of fuch Marriage, and of the Day 
of the Solemnization thereof, and of two or more 
of the Witncfle.s then prefent, for which his Clerk 

*to 
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to receive i s. And if fuch Certificate fhall be inter-r^^num. 
produced to the Clerk of the Peace for that County, ^^53' 
and Requeft nnade to him to make an Entry there- *^— -v^--^ 
of, he (hall enter the fame in a Book of Parchment . -^"S"^' . 
to be provided for that Purpofe, and kept amongft 
the Records of the faid Scflions, for which he may 
receive 4^/. ' 

' If any Perfon (hall, by Violence or Fraud, 
fteal or take away any one, under the Age of 4r 
Years, or caufe fo to be done, with Intent of 
Marriage, he fliall forfeit his whole Eftatc, Real 
and Perfonal ; one Half to the Commonwealth, and 
the other to the Party fo taken away ; and farther 
fufFer clofe Imprifonmcnt, and be kept to hard La- 
bour in'fome Houfe of Corredtion during Life : 
And every Perfon convidled of aiding or abetting 
any fuch Violence or' Fraud, fliall be imprifoned 
and kept to hard Labour for the Space of fevert 
Years : Ana any pretended Marriage obtained by 
fuch Violence and Fraud, fliall be null and void. 

' Where any Guardian fliall ^betray his Truft 
touching any Child, by feducing, felling, or other- 
wife wilfully putting fuch Child into the Hands or 
Power of any Perfon to marry fuch Child, without 
his or her free Confent, fuch Guardian fliall for- 
feit double the Value of fuch Child's Portion, one 
Moiety thereof to the Commonwealth, and the 
other to the Child fo married. 

* The Age for a Man to confent unto Marriage 
fhall be 16 Years, and the Age of a Woman, 14. 

' Contfoverfies touching Contrails and Mar- 
riages to be determined at the General Quarter 
Seffions of the Peace.' * 

We (hall take our Leave of this A(9: with the 
Mention of a very remarkable Claufe, which was 
propofed to be added, upon the Third Reading, 
but pafs'd in the Negative. It was this : 

* That if any Perfon then married, or to be 
married according to this A<fi, fliould make Proof, 
by one or more credible Witnefs upon Oath, that 
©ither the Hufl>and or Wife had committed the de- 

teftable 
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Iatcr-«gnuro, teftable Sin of Adultery during fuch Marriaget 

'^53« ' then ^e faid Parties might be divorced by the Sca*- 

^^^J^^J^ tence of three Juftices of the Peace.' » 

September^ We have before given a Petition from 
the County of Kenty againft the Continuance of 
Tythes, In our CMe^ions we have Abundance of 
Addrefles to the Houfe, pro and coUyA^^on this-Sub« 
jed : But as one of each may he a fufiicient Spe- 
cimen of the whole, we fhall b^gin the Proceed- 
ings of this Month with a Petition from tthe City 
X«* reicn/fpc"^^ /-«»</<?» in favour of the Clergy, which was 
tiJon^in" favour ufliered in after the following Manner : 
«f the Clergy's The Houfe being informed that there were di- 
RighiMof Main-yg^s Aldermen and Citizens of London At the Door 
with a Petition, they were called in ; and, being 
comp to the Bar, Mr. Sheriff Eftwick addrefs'd 
bimfelf in thefe Words : 

Mr, Speaker, 
^ riTlHE Lord Mayor o( London^ the Aldermen, 
X ^nd the Commons, in Common- Council 
aflembled, have commanded thefe worthy Gentle- 
men and myfelf to wait upon you in a Bufinefs, I 
think, of as great Concernment as we can poffibly 
propound, in relation to your own Honour, the 
Good of the City, and the whole Nation. 

* We are very fenfiblc. Sir, what a great Mercy 
of God it hath been to England^ that the great 
Truftees of this Nation have been ftill ready, to pro- 
mote and advance the Gofpel for an hundred Years 
together; and he hath always provided for us pious 
and learned Men to difpenfe it, and to defend it 
againft our common Enemies, and bleiTed their La- 
bours to the Converfion of fo many Thoufands; 

^ which hath made this Nation more eminent than 

all the Nations round about us. 

* Other Nations abroad, they have Civil Laws 
;ind Liberties to preferve their Properties : . God 
hath blefied us in a more peculiar Manner than he' 
hath done any others. It was in the Heart of the 
IzSt Parliament, and we fee it in yours, to make it 

yQi«r 
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your chief Work to promote Religion in this Na- inter- regnum 
Ition : We come her^ upon no other Errand, and '*" 
4faall not meddle with the Particulars of the Petition; 
but only one Thing we are very fenfible of, except 
the Honour of the Parliarnent be preferved, we 
think you will be fcarce able to do the great Things 
before you; and if any People in the Nation fhall 
be fufFered, at their Pleafure, to refle6l upon the 
Supreme Power, we think very ill Fruits muft fol- 
low upon it : We befeech you thecefore to confider 
of your own Honour, to preferve it ; and we hope 
God will ftand by you to make good thofe glorious 
Things which you have declared for the Good of 
this Nation : And fo, Mr Speaker, I here prefent 
the Petition to you, according to the Order and 
Direftions we have received. 

71? the Supreme Authority of the Nation^ the Par- 
liament.^//:'^ Commonwealth ^England, 

JTje Humble Petition of the I^ord Mayor,. 
Aldermen, ^nd Commons of the City ^Lon- 
don, in Common Cjuncil affembledy 

Sheweth^ 
« TTlHAT your Petitioners do, in all Humility 

< J^ and Tbankfulnefs, acknowledge the infi- 
^ nite Goodnefs of God to this Nation, in the free 

< Paflage of the Gofpel for near one hundred Years 
^ together, and the Peace, Plenty, and Profperity 
' that it hath brought with it ; and that all along- 
^ God hath raifed up pious, learned, and painful 

* Preachers of the Gofpel, whofe Labours God 

* hath bleffed in the converting of Thoufands, and 

* defending of the Truth againft Popery, Errors, 

* and Herefies,. although very much oppofed and 

* perfecuted by a Popifti and Prelatical Party. 

' Your Petitioners do likewife acknowledge, a- 

* mong many worthy Things done by the late Par- 
S Hament, the tender Care they had of all able, 

* faithful, godly Minifters, in fetting them at Li- 
f berty from, their former Perfecutors, and giving 
f ^em all Encouragement in the Exercife of their 

^Mi- 
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tater-repiuns. * Miniftry, and by adding towards their Maintc- 
»653« ' nance a confiderable Revenue over and above 
\, — V— *-i « what was antiently fettled by Law. They alfo 
ScpioDober. j encouraged Learning, by reforming the Univer- 

* fities, and tncreafing the Maintenance of the Go- 
' vernors of Colleges, where there was need. And 

* what ^ Mercy is it like to prove to the Nation, 
^ there being fo many hopeful Plants that in a! (hort 

* 1 ime, by the Blefling of God, may be fit for 
*■ public Service ! And while they were thus pro- 

* moting the Intereft of Chrift^ how did the Lord 

* blefs their Councils and Forces by Land and by 

* Sea, to the Admiration of their Friends and Ene- 
^ mies, both at Home and Abroad ! 

' But as heretofore there never wanted Inftra- 

* ments to vilify, oppofe, perfecute, or undermine 

* the faithful Minifters, and preaching of the Gcf- 

* pel ; fo of late Years, yea at this Day, what Scorn 

* and Contempt is caft upon them, and what En- 

* deavQurs are ufed by petitioning, and other Ways, 
' • to deftroy the Univerfitiea, and. undermine the 

* Preaching of the Gofpel, by taking* away that 

* antient fettled Maintenance, which hath been 

* own'd and acknowledged as their Due, by all Par- 

* liaments and Courts of Jufl:ice,Time out of Mind? 
^ AikI if the Jefuits^ and thofe that are Popiflily af- 

* fe<Sted, (of which we haveCaufe to fear there are 

* many in this Nation )fucceed in theirprefentCoDn- 

* cils and Practices, in difaffeding the Nation to the 

* Unlyerfities and Learning, and the profitable Ufa of 

* it in the Preaching; of the Gofpel and confuting, of 

* Hercfies ; and likewife (hall prevail in removing 

* the prefent fettled Maintenance, which is earneftly * 
^ endeavoured by them; and perfuade that theCi- 

* vil Magiftratc hath nothing to do in Matters of 

* Religion, they will then be in a vety great For- 

* wardnefs to attain that Defign they have had a- 
^ gainft this Nation, ever fince the firft Reforma- 

* tion from Popery. 

' Now though the Confideration of all thefc 

* Things lies fad on our Hearts, we cannot but, 

* with Thankfulnefs, acknowledore, That there is 

«aSu- 
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a Supreme Power over us, to whom we have En- Inter-rcgnuni. 
couragcment to make our humble Addrefs ; who ^^53* 
have been pleafed fo publickly and afteffcionately T^TfT^ 
to declare, that you will be as tender of the Lives, 

* Eftates, Liberties, juft Rights and Properties of 
^ all others, as you will be of your own and of 
' your Pofterities. And further. That you can- 
' not but acknowledge that ye are not yet at Reft, 

* nor can believe ye have yet enjoyed or fcen enough 

* to accomplifh the End of God, or fatisfy the 
^ Thoughts of Men, for that vaft Expence of Blood 

* and Treafure, which could not have been endu- 

* red with any Patience, but in Hoj^e that at length 
' thofe bitter Pangs and Throws will make fome 

* AVay for that long- expected Birth of Peace, 

* Freedom, and Happinefs, both to the Souls and 

* Bodies of the Lord's People. And while we are 

* patiently waiting for the Fruits of fuch pious Re- 

* folutions, it cannot but be much Grief of Heart 

* and Regret of Spirit to your Petitioners, to have 

* this Parliament unworthily traduced and refledlcd 
' upon by fome Perfons, which we humbly con- 
' ceive doth diredlly tend to the gratifying of the 

* common Enemy, the raifing of Sedition, difturb- 

* ing of the prefcnt Governrrient, and Deftruftion 

* of this Commonwealth. The Premifes* confi- 
' dered, your Petitioners do humbly pray, 

' That Care be taken that the precious Truths 

* of the Gofpel, which hath been the blefled Por- 

* t\on of this Nation fo many Years, may be pre- 
^ ferved in their Purity ; that the faithful Difpen- 

* fers thereof, being learned, godly, and void of 
' Offfnce, may receive all due Encouragement; 
' and t4iat fuch (being fo approved) may be fent 

* forth to preach the Gofpel ; that the fettled Main- 

* tenance by the Laws of the Land for them, may 

* be further confirmed; and that the Adls and Or- 

* dinances of Parliament, formerly made to this 

* Purpofe, may be put into Execution, and fuch 

* other Provifion made, that their juft Properties 

* may be preferred ; that the Univerfities alfo, that 
' arc the Seminaries of all Sorts of Literature, fo 

' emi- 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



lotcr-regnufD. 
1653. 

Sfeptemben ' 



The Charge of 
fupporting the 
Navy for fix 
Months. 



222 The Parliamentary History 

eminently ufeful for this Commonwealth, both 
in refpecl of Civil Government, and alfo the^ 
propagating and defending the blcflcd Truths of 
the.Gofpel, may be zealouHy countenanced and 
encouraged: Ail which we humbly fubmit to 
your grave and pious Confidcration, 

Andjhttll ever pray^ &c. 

The foregoing Petition being read, the Houfe 
ordered the Speaker to return their Thanks to the 
Petitioners for their good AfFeftions ; to acquaint 
them that fome of the Matters thereof were under 
Confideration ; and as to what concerned the tra- 
ducing of the Parliament, to refer them to give In- 
formation thereof to the Council of State, the^ 
Houfe not doubting the Continuance of their Care 
for the Peace and Safety of the City. 

The Charge of fuftaining the Dutch War was 
very great, and though crowned with all the Ad- 
vantages above recited, it could not be fupportcd 
by the Tax of 120,00a/. a-month, which Hill kid 
upon the Public, nor with the Addition of thd 
Cuftoms and Excife then alfo in being. For, 

Sept. 5. A Report was made to the Houfcj 
from the Commiffioners of the Admiralty, That 
there was rcquifite to be provided for the Ufe of 
the Navy, froih tlje 15th of Juiy laft to the 31ft 
oi Decemhernext^ exclufive often Frigates intend-? 
ed to be built, and the Charges of the Winter Ser* 
vice, the Sum of 1,1 15,000/. 



Towards which there had bten paid in ■■ 
That there was then^ 

reding in the Ex- > 100,000 'o 

cife S 

In the Cuftoms —r- 130,900 o 
By Dutcb^Prlzes — — 100,000 o o I 

By Affeflments 200,000 o o I 

By Colledors Prizet iz^gz^ 19 9 J 
^0 that there was wanting to be provided 7 

by the ^ift of December J 



I 



63>570 9 * 



542,9H '9 f 



508,504 XI I 



1^115,000 o o 



la 
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In order to anfwcr thefe mighty Demands, the Inter-regnuiiA. 
t'arliament fell again upon Delinquents and Recu- x^^J^' \ 
lants, and ordered in a BiH for a further Explana- septTmberT 
tion of the A<9! for the Sale of their Eftates ; by 
which two Piarts in three were ordered to be fold 
immediately. Annongft thefe there b a Cafe re- Refolutions as t* 
lating to the famous Countefs of Derby^ fomewhat^^e Sale of Dc- 
femarkablej for there were two Divifiotis of the^'^^"^"'*^^*^*"' 
Houfe on \t. When the Queftion was put. 
Whether the faid Countefs ihoulcl be admit- 
ted to compound, it was agreed to by only 3? 
againft 36. Then the Queftion, That the Com- 
pofition fhall be at two Sixths, being put, the 
Houfe divided again, 33 againft 33 ; when the 
Speaker gave for the Negative. So it was refolved. 
That the Compofition (houM be at five Years for 
F6e- Simple, four for Entails, and three Years for 
Life, as the Eftate was worth in the Year 1640; 
and that (he be admkted to compound for her Per- 
fonal Eftate, according to that Rule, at one Third. 
We give this- as a Specimen of what other Roy- 
alifts fuffercd tn thefe Times. The remaining 
Palaces, Gaftles, Parks, and other Eftates, belong- 
ing- to the late King, Queen, and Prince, which 
had been hitherto exempted, were alfo ordered to 
be fold to the bcft Bidder: Only Hampton-Court 
was referved to be exchanged with the Lord -Ge- 
neral (or Newhall^ an Eftate mEJ/ixy formerly be- 
longing to the Duke oi Buckingham^ he paying the 

Differerice in Proportion. *On the 20th of this 

Month Sir Anthony JJhley Cooper had been ordered 
by the Houfe to make an Offer to Cromwell of this 
Exchange j and the Truftees for, the Sale of the 
Royal Palaces were enjoined to forbear making 
any Contraft about Hampton-Court for two Days. 
On the 26th Sir Anthony reported, That having 
acquainted the Lord-General with this Offer of the 
Houfe, he returned his Acknowledgment of their 
great Refpefts towards him therein ; but defired 
they would proceed to difpofe of Hampton- Courts 
according to the Ad: for that Purpofe. Notwith- 
ftandijig this feeming Refufal, the Houfe refolved 

to 
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luter-rcgnum. to ftop the Sale thereof till they {hould give farther 
. , ^^^-- f Order; and in the mean Time Cr<?mw^// thought 
Odobcr. proper to accept of the propofed Exchange. 

OCloher i . The laft great Viftofy over the Dutch 
at Sea, had lo damp'd their Spirits, or their Fi- 
nances were {o exhaufted, that they could not lit 
out another Fleet to carry on the War. 

Mr. Ludlow v^ntcs '", ' Thut, fince the Begin- 
ning thereof, the Englifly had taken, funk, and 
dcftroyed, between 14 and 1500 of their Ships, of 
which many were large Men of War. This great 
Lofs, in Men and Ships, reduced the Hollcinden 
to the loweft Ebb ; and their Envoy here told the 
Council, That he would engage his Matters fhould 
fend them a Blank, and that what Conditions of 
Peace they pleafed to write on it, the other would 
The Admirals fubfcribe.' A Treaty, upon this, being begun, 
BUke2.wdiMoncke\)^^ Efi^lijh Admirals, Blake and Moncke^ gained a 
weive the Recciii, Came to London^ and took their Seats in 
Houfe, the i:io jfe : The Speaker, by Order, giving them 

both Thanks for their great and faithful Services 
to the Pailiament and Commonwealth. 

The Lord Mayor About the BegiVining of this Month Alderman 
^^f ''^^''"i^ Thomas Vjner^ Lord Mayor Elea oi London, was 

©relented to the _ ,^ ' , tt .- /- i • a i • 

Parliament for prefentcd to the Houle for their Approbation, 
their Approba- .Upon which Occafion Mr. Prohy, the Common 

Serjeant of that City, thus addreiled himfelf to the 

Houfc : 

Mr, Speaker^ . 
* rr\ H E Aldermen of the City of London do 

, J make their Addreffes unto the Parliament 
of England from that City, that antient City, the 
City of London ; famous in the Times of Juliui 
Cerfar for its Populacy, for the Concourfe and 
Traffic throughout the whole World, and efpeci- 
ally for the peaceable and quiet Government of fo 
populous a Nation. It is called by that learned 
Profeflbr of the Common Law, Sir Edward Coksj 

The 

m Mtmoirsi p» 469. 
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The Heart of the Commonwealth,: And truly, I may inter-regnum. 
fixfely fay, it is the Metropolitan or chief City of *^53- 
this Nation, and a conftant Lover of Parliaments, ^^^^7^^ 
For albeit, by antient Charters confirmed by 
Parliaments, they are not to be drawn out without 
their own Confent ; yet, both^in antient Times and 
alfb* modern Times, at the Defire of Pari jam en tj 
they have not onjy ventured their Perfons, but ex- 
haufted their Eftates, and that moft willingly. I 
need not go far backward to Stories to manifeft this, 
modern Times will manifeft it fufficiently ; wit- 
nefs their Expeditions of late, that into Kent^ o- 
thers into the Weftern Parts, as o^Taunton-Dean^ 
and efpecially that of Gloucejier^ and all with Suc- 
cefs. And it may be the like Expeditions, inTimes 
paft,that made an antient Record term them, Pro^ 
pugnaculum Reipublias^ A Bulwark of the Com- 
monwealth. 

* And, Sir, as they are an antient City, and fa- 
mous in their Generation, fo, by the Bounty and 
Goodnefs of former Parliaments, and the Juftice 
of this prefent Parliament, they enjoy many no- 
table Privileges : Amongft which, they enjoy this, 
that they have the Choice of their own Magiftrates ; 
which cannot but be accounted a fingular Bleffing 
or Benefit : For thereby they avoid the Curfc de- 
nounced by the Prophet, of People not pleafing 
God, To have Strangers to rule over them. 

' They enjoy a Bleffing alfo and a Benefit; that 
they fhall have of themfelves thofe who know their ' 

Cuftonfis and Laws, which are many and dear un- 
to them, and fhall be governed according to the 
fame. 

* Sir, by two antient Charters, the firft in the 
6th Year of King John^ and the other the nth 
Year of Henry III. (both confirmed by Parlia- 
ment) it is granted and confirmed unto the Citi- 
zens of London^ That they Jhall, from amongft them^ 

felves^ choofe out of themfelves an Officer yearly, 

* Sir, it hath been a conftant Ulij, Cuftom, and 
Ceremony, that the Perfon who hath been chofen 
to be Lord-Mayor, hath been, by the Aldermen, 
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Ihter-ie^num. in their Purple Robe?, prcfehted, from Time to* 
'^ Sv Tinic, unto. the Supreme Authority. 

* It is reported. Sir, by Ibnic oitht Roman Hi- 
f.orians, that the Romans^ in the Time of their 
Profpcriiy, were (o curious in prcferving of their 
Rights, Cuuoms, and Ceremonies, concerning 
tl.e Jilcclion of ti:cir Magiitrates, that they com- 
mitted the recording of them unto their High- 
Priclls : It ma.y be adjudged by fome that this was 
too ceremonious ; but, Sir, if they confidcr theip 
Ends, there may be fome Exciife in it; for they 
conceived that the Ntgled: of thofe Ceremonies- 
which were pci formed upon the Ele^Sion of their 
Map;ill.;itcs, might, in Time to come, bring Ma- 
piUratcs and Magilkacy into Contempt ; for albeit 
Ceremonies add no Povver to the Magiftrate, yet 
they conceived it ftrengthcned his Hands, and cre- 
at-'J a Kind of Awe and Obedience ia the Multi- 
tude. 

* VVhaifoever their Intention was, I know not;. 
Uut our Errand and our Intention is, to prefent un- 
to the Parliament that Man, which the Citizen^, 
of Londcn have made Choice of to be Liord M.ayoF 
for the Year enfuing ; to the Intent, as he hatb 
ihe Swft'rages of the People, fo»he may have the 
Stamp and Authority of this Court, and the Ap- 
probation of it. 

« Sir, according untothe Cuftom, and at the ufuaf 
, Time» they have proceeded unto their Eleftion : 
They have made Choice of this Gentleman, Mr. 
Alderman Fyner^ to be Lord Mayor of the City of 
London^ fox the Year enfuing: A Man well known 
and efteemed in this City of Lon^on^ look'd upoa 
to be a grave, wife, underftanding Man, holy ta 
God, and righteous to Man; a Man of a fmgular 
Judgment, yet notwithftanding, in Matters of Dif- 
ficulty, defircs to confult with the' Aldermen his^ 
Brethren, Avho are Coadjutors in Government \n 
this City of Londdn^ though not in that high De- 
gree that he is. 

' Sir, he is looked .upon as a Man faithful to the- 
Parliament, diicrcet, and fit for Government; 
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aji>d the Aldermen of the City of London^ in the Inter-renntim. 
Name of the City, do humbly prefcnt him to this 
Honoiirarble Parliament for your Approbation, de- 
fying he may be fworn alter the ufual Maitner.'* 

To this-pompousHarangnej which was {o agree- 
able to* the Houfe, that it was publiihed by their 
Authority °, the Speaker return'd the ufual Com- 
pliment of Approbation, and the Lord Mayoy was 
Iwora into his Office. 

In the Proceedings of Auguft laft we look No- 
tice of a Charge of Oppreifion and Cruelty being 
preferred againtt Sir John Lmthall^ Keeper of the 
Prifon of the Upper Bench ; alfo of a Petition -pre- 
fented to the Houfe, in favour of the feveral Pri- 
foners for Debt throughout the; Nation; and that 
a BiM wais, in confequence thereof, ordered to be 
brought in for'Relief of Creditors and poor Debt- 
ors. After feveraJ Alterations this Bill was, on the 
5th of this Month, paffed into a Law. We have ' 

obferved before. That many Adls have been made 
by Ufurpers of the Legiflative Power, whkh were 
worthy of b'etterTimes: And in this View we fhall 
give an Abftrad of the moft important Claufes of 
that now before us, 

' Seventeen Commiffioners were appointed toAn A£l forRe- 
^a as Judges in the Cafe of Prifoners in the Upper- {^J ""oorDetiori! 
Bench Prifon, the Fleet, the Gatehoufe in TVeft*^ ^°°' 
minfttr^ the Counter In Surry^ or Prifon in tVhite* 
chap€ly with Power to examine, and determine in 
a fummary Way-, concerning the Caufes of fuch 
Perfons Jmprifonment, their Efcapes and their 
Cilates, and to ad: as Commiflioners of Bankrupts^ 
who were to be allowed Two-pence in the Pound 
out of the Money arifmg by the Sale of fuch Pri- 
foners Eflates, for the Charges of them and their 
Clerks. A certain Number of Perfons were alfo 
appointed to a<Sl in the fame Capacity for each 
County in England and IFaUs^ with an Allow- 
ance of Six-pence in the Pound. 

Pa « Pri- 

• • Printed by John Field, Printer to the Parliament of England^ 
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fcter-regnum. * Prifoncrs not paying their Debtbin fix Monttw 
'^^^' to be deemed Bankrupts; and in Cafe of Settle- 
oaobcr. ro«nt of any Part .of a Prifoner's Eftate in Truft 
for bimfclf or* any other Perfon, after the Debt 
eontradted or Judgment obtained, thcfe Commif- 
ik>ners were impowered to fell the Kftate, and to 
fine any other Perfon aiding or affifting in fuch 
Fraud ; and Perfons not able to pay fuch Fine, 
were to be adjudged to the Pillory or Workhoufe. 

* Prifoners able to pay their Debts, and refufing 
fo to do, were, if thefe CommiiHoners thought fit, 
to be ordered to clofe Imprifonment ; The Eftates 
of any Perfon for whofe Debts another ihould be 
imprifoned, were to be fold as fully as^e £ftate of 
the Prifoner himfelf; and where a Prifoner made 
an Efcape, his Eftate not being fufficieht to dif- 
charge his Debts, theGoaler and his Security were 
to make good the Deficiency : But in the Cafe of 
Prifoners, againft whom there had not been any 
Declarations filed, thefe Commiffioners were to 
difcharge them, and to give them Damage? for 
fuch vexatious Imprifonment. 

* In order to prevent Prifoncrs, unable to pay 
their Debts or Fines, from periihlng \n Prifon, 
thro' the Cruelty or Obftinacy of any obdurate 
Creditor, thefe Commiffioners were impowered to 
difcharge, abate, or give Refpite of Time, to any 
fuch Prifoner, according as the Circumftances of 
the Cafe might require ; and to remove to the 
Workhoufe, or Houfe of Correftion, any obfti- 
nate Prifoner, who fhould be found to lye in Pri- 
fon thro' his own wilful Default 5 or to have run 
into- Debt by a vtcious Courfe of Life, They" 
were alfo authorized to examine into the Cafe of 
Perfons who had fraudulently got out of Goal by 
Means of farmer A£ts for Relief of Infolvent 
Debtors, and to recommit them. They were to 
inquire into the Abufe of Charities given to Pri- 
foners, and to punifli the fame ; to make Orders^ 
for felling wholefomc Provifions to the Prifoners at 
a reafonable Price j and to caufe a Table of mo- 
derate Fees to be hung up in every Prifon, and 

any 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Cy E N G L A N D. 229 

any Perfon taking more was to forfeit foiirfoU to Inter-regnum, 
the Party injured, and to be fet on the Pillory: *^53* 
And in cafe of the Death of a Prifoner before his ^"T^^^C*^ 
Debts were paid, they were impowered to fell his 
Eftate for Payment thereof: And tho' Prifoners 
-enlarg'd by this AQ: were not liable to be arrefted 
foi" Debts due before, yet their Eftates wdre to re- 
main fubjecft te their Creditors Satisfaction. 

* Laftly,ThefeCommiflioners were not to be re-^ 
iponfibie for their Conduct but to Parliament ; and 
in cafe of any Difficulty, wherein they might ap- 
prehend they had not fufficient Power for the Re- 
Jief of juft Creditors or poor Prifoners, they were 
to certify the fame to the Houfe, with their Opi- 
jiion what further Provifion was aeceflary to be 
made.' 

The Court of Chancery being voted down, the 
' Commiffioncrs of the Great Seal wanted Employ- , 
ment : And Mr. Whitlocke^ one of them, was or- The Loid Com* 
^ered to go Ambaffador into Sweden^ the LordJ"*^'^®"" ^"' 
Vifcount Lijle having declined that Employment, ba(fedor"to -Sw'«->* 
and the Sum of 1050/. was allowed him to fit owUen, 
an Equipage for that Purpofe ; but he. did not re- 
.ceive his Commiifion and Inftrudiions till the latter 
End of this Month, and foon after fet out for 
Gravefendy with a grand Retinue, on his Em- 
bafly. 

0£f, II. The Council of State made a Report to 
the Houfe, of feveral feditious and fcandalous Pam- 
phlets coming out, tending to the Difturbance of CompJaint a- 
the Commonwealth ; and that they had employed g^'n^^e^^^'O"* 
divers Perfons to find out the Authors, Printers, ^'^"'P^^^'' 
and Publiflierp thereof. One of thefe, intitled, 
A Charge of High Treafon agaitift Qliver Crom- 
well, Efq'^ for feveral Treafons by him committed^ 
was read, and fome Informations taken of the 
Printers, ^c. But the Houfe referred this Bufinefs 
back to the Council, to prepare and prefent to them 
what they thought fit to be done in the Cafe, and 
fox Prevention pf the like Evils for the future. 

P 3 The 
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Jflter-rcgnum. The Houfe had debated far feveral Days paft, 
*^53' in a Grand Committee, a Propofal for an Equa- 

^Q^^^^ lity of Taxes : And on the 14th they came to the 
■ following Refolution, viz. That the next Affeff- 
ment throughout the Nation be by a fix'd Sum on 
each refpedive County, to be levied by a Pound- 
Rate upon Eftates, Real and PerfofiaL And that 
it be referred to the Committee of the Army to 
confider how thefe Votes might be made prafl;icable 
v^ich the greatefl: Impartiality : But this equitable 
Refolution was afterwards fet afide. 

The Reader may remember the Engagement, 
or Oath, to be true to a Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, without either King or Houfe of Lords % 
which was enjoined, by the laft Parliament, to 
be taken and fubfcribed by all above the Ase of 
king fhf E^.ige'. *^ Years throughout the Kingdom : But ther^e b.e- 
ment repealed in *ng a Claufe therein. That no Perfon refufmg to 
j)^t. take the fame (houid be admitted to fue for any 

Legacy or juft Debt due to hun, which had been 
attended with many grievous and oppreifive Con- 
fequences to the Subjett, a Motion was made in 
the Houfe, on the 20th oi this Month, by Sirifw- 
ihsny Afl)ley Cooper ^ to take it away ; and a Bill for 
that Purpofe was read a firft Time : But the Que- 
fiion being put for a fecond Reading, it pafs'd in 
the Negative by 48 againft 23. However, the 
Committee of the Law were ordered to bring in 
another Bill for the Redrefs of the Abufe of plead- 
ing th^ Engagement in Bar of Suits, in Courts of 
Law and Equity : But it went no further during 
fhis Parliament. 

An Aa touching 06i. 21. Another Divifion happened in the 

Gompofitions for Houfe, after reading a third Time a Bill for en- 

pclinquents E- abling the CommiiEoners of Parliament for com- 

pounding with Delinquents, to difpofe of two Parts 

of the Lands and Eftates of Recu&nts, for the Be- 

peiit of the Commonweahh. And the Queftion 

- being 

t In our 19th Volamg^ p. ft4|. 
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%eing put. That this Bill do pafs, it was carried Inter-icgntrtn 
-in the Affirmative, by 47 again{t23, ^"^ ordered ^^-^' 
'to be printed and publillied. odoL)cn 

A Bill had been brought In, for un-itln^ and in- several remark- 
•-corporating Scotland into one Frte State and Com- able Bills* m. ^gi- 
•monwealth with Enghnd^ which was debated in a^-'^^"^** 
Grand Committee of the whole Houfe,on the a5th 
.and fome Days after; but was never concluded, 
by reafon of their fudden Difiblution. A BUI was 
.alfo ordered in, to make thofe Perfons incapable of 
Places who (hould follicit for them ; together v/ith 
another for regulating the great Exorbitance of 
-Fees in the Law and el ic where ; and for the bet- 
ter EletStion of Jurors. 

A Bill had been likewife brought in, for appoint- 
ing Coi-qmiflioners to fit and determine Cuufes in 
Equity ; which being debated on the 27th, it was 
ycjecfted, by a Majority of 44 againft 36; many 
Members being of Opinion that it would \ft a Set- 
ting up of two Courts rather than Removing of 
one ; of Eftablilhing the Court of Chancery rather 
than the Taking of it away : And another Bill, 
more conformable to the Vote of the 5th of Auguji 
Jaft,wasorder'd in ; whereby theCourt of Chancery 
-was to be aboliftied, and a Pxovilion made for the 
Difpatch of the Caufes depending, at this Time, 
there, and determining Suits of Equity, for the fu- 
ture, in a fummary Way ; fo as that the Expence 
thereof fhould not, in general, exceed 30 or'40J, 

The Houfe had likewife refolved to reduce the 
Number of Officers in the Excife and other Duties, 
and lower their refpedlive Salaries, in order to a 
Saving of the public Charge. 

But all thefe great Matters were left uniinifhed, 
for the Reafon above-mentioned. 

November. This Month began with the Elec- ^^ ^ 

lion of a Council of State for the enfuing Year : of State eieaetu 
A Refolution had parted. That fixteen of the old 
Council fhould ftand, and fifteen be changed. The 
Form of the Ekdtion was much the fame as for- 
merly 
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merly. The MeOibers pref^nt were 113; and 
though the Houfe was much divided upon this Oc- 
cafion, yet it is remarkable that the Lord General 
Crcmwell had every Vote : The other Perfons to 
be continued in the Council were ^\x Gilbert Picker - 
ifigy Major General Dejboroughy WalUr Strick- 
land ?ind Henry Lawrence ^ fcfq''. Colonels IVillitim 
Sydenham and Philip jfones^ Sir Charles JV^lfeleyy 
Alderman Tickhurn^ Sir Anthony JJhley Cooper^ Bart. 
John Carew^ Efq; Col. Edward AiontagUy Major- 
General Harrifon^ Lord Vifcount Lijle^ Richard 
Major and Charles Howard^ Efq'\ The new 
ekded were Col. Anthony Rous^ Sir fVilliam Ro- 
berts y John Sadler^ Elq; Sir Robert King, Knt. Col. 
Henry Cromwell^ Dr. "Jonathan Goddard^ Sir fl^/V- 
Jiam BrownloWy Col. Nathaniel Barton^ George 
Lord Eure^ John Stone ^ Efq; Colonels Geotge 
Fleetwood and John James^ John Anlaby gnd Jer- 
vas Bennety Efq". and Col. Bingham. 

After debating, for fome Days, the Inftru6lions 
to be given to the new Council of State, and or- 
dering in a Bill for ratifying th^ fame, the Houfe 
next proceeded to renew the Monthly AffeflTment 
of 120,000/. to continue for fix Months longer: 
And, on a Divifion pf 50 againft 27, it was carried. 
That this Sum be divided amongft the feveral 
Counties, according to the laft A(S. It was after- 
wards refolved,That the'Monthly Sum of 10,016/. 
10 J. fliould be charged upon Scotland^ for the 
Maintenance of the Forces there, for eight Months, 
to commence from the firft Inftant. 

In the Proceedings of Augufi wp mentioned that 

a Committee was appointed to confider of a new 

Debate on a Bill ^ody of the Law: The Hpyfe afterwards ap- 

for anew Model pointed every Friday to be fet a^part for this im- 

ff the Law. p^rtant Bufmefs, which occafioned great Debates. 

The Account whereof is thus given by a Member 

of this Convention, which we fhall copy in his 

own Words ^^. 

The 

t An txaSl Relation, &c. p. 15. et fi^. 
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» The Clerk of the Houfe, in drawing up the Inter- regnum. 



Queftion, put the Word Body inftead of Mo- 
del^ which fome Members, Friends to this Vote, 
defired to have altered ; but others. Lovers of the 
Law as it now ftood, oppofed the Alteration of 
the Word, being very angry at the Vote ; and fo 
it went as it was, with fonie feeming Difadvan- 
)tage, by means of the Word Body^ which fome 
of thofe aforefaid angry Gentlemep would needs 
fancy, and accordingly reported, as if it were in- 
tended to deftroy and take away the Laws we had 
been fighting for all this while as our Birth- Right 
and Inheritance : And fuch a Noife was made 
about it, that made many believe that the Houfe 
was made up of Monfters, rather than Men of 
jReafon and Judgment : But there were fome very 
fober and moderate Gentlemen, in the Account 
of all Men) that concur i^ed heartily in this Vote. 

* Some of the Reafons that were alledged in the 
Debate producing this Vote, was the Intricacy, 
Uncertainty, and Incongruity in* many Things, 
with the Word of God and right Reafon, in the 
Laws as they now are. 

* Firft^ That whereas the Laws ought to be 
cafy, plain and Ihort, fo that they who were to be 
fubjeA to them, and have Benefit by them, might 
be able to know and underftand them in fome 
good Meafure, they are now fo voluminous, and 
thereby intricate and uncertain,, dafk and conceal- 
ed, as few are iable to come to the Knowledge of 
them. Thofe of the Profeffion of the Law dif- 
fer, in very many Cafes, what the Law is, and 
are of feveral Opinions about this Thing and 
the other ; and then how fliould others, tho' high- 
ly concerned, be able to underftand them, and 
their Intereft therein contained ; there being fo^ 
many Law- Books of great Bulk, fo many old 
mufty Records, Reports and Book-Cafes, as 
that, after the Time fpent in School-Learning, 
the reft of the Time of the Flower of a Man's 
Years would be little enough to read t^em over 
^nd perufe them. 

That 
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* That, bcfides, thofe Records and Book-Cafes 
are very ill Guides or Li?;hts to go by, for who 
knowcth the Circumllances that did attend them, 
which often alter the whole Cafe ? Who know- 
cth whether, in thofe Cafes, Bribery did not make 
the Judj^ment, or the Powcrrulnefs o( fome great 
Man, or the Love or Hatred of the Judge, or 
the NegligeiKe or Corruption of the Advocate ? 
And, beiidcs, in thofe Lav/-Cafes, fome Precedents 

.arc diredtly contrary to otht-rs ; and an Advocate 
or Counfel allcdgeth one Cafe or Report, and ano- 
ther another ; and then the Judge followeth which 
he pleafeth : How arbitrary is the Law in this 
Cafe ? And at what Uncertainty are the great Inte- 
rclts and Properties of Men ? 

* Bcfides, liow various are the Cuftoms which, 
notwithibnding, pafs for Law ? Ufually unknown 
but to fome old Men of the Place; which, tho' 
it be ever fo unrighteous ai^d unre'afonable. Time 
cut of Mhid carries it. How bulky and volumi- 
nous are the Statute- Books ? And of io great a 
Price that few arc able to buy chem ; and fo large 
that few can fpare Time to read them, to know 
their Right, and how they a/e concerned in them ; 
and yet they muft be judged, and ftand or fall by 
them^ And many Times fome mufty Statuttr, 
of a hundred Years old and more imprinted, is 
found and made Ufc of by fome crafty Lawyer, to 
the Undoing of an honeft Man that meant no 
Hurt, nor knew any Thing at all of the Danger. 

* Upon fomething heldforth to this Effect, the 
Vote was firft carried for a new Body, or Model of 
the Law ; and a Committee chofen to that End, 
who met often, and had the Help of fome Gen- 
tlemen of Worth, that had dcferved well of their 
Country, being true Patriots ; wlio liked well the 
Thing, as very ufeful and defirable, it being not a 
dcftroying of the Law, or putting it down, as 
fome Icandaloufly reported, but a reducing the 
wholefome, juft arkl good Laws into a Body, from 
them tbat are ufelefs and out of Date j fuch as 
iX)ncern'd the Bifhops and Holy Church, fo calPd, 

and 
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jUid were made in favour of Kings, atid the Lufls Intcr-regnuiiu 
of great Men, of which there are very many. If ^^53- 
tbe Law of Go<} be eyed, and right Reafon look'd ' ^^^^^ 
iflto in all, there be feme Laws that are contrary 
to both ; as the putting Men to Death for Theft, 
tbe fparing theXives of Men for Murder, under 
the Notion and Name of Manflaughter ; a Term 
and Diftincftion not found in the rightcQus Law of 
God : And that unreafonable Law, that if a Wag- 
gon or Cart, i^c. driven by the Owner, or fome 
other, with never fo much Care, fall and kill any 
Perfon, the Owner, though it were his own Son 
or Servant, that could no way help it, fball lofe 
his Horfe and Waggon by the profane and fuper- 
fiitious Name of Deodand\ and the Owners of 
the Goods (hall loft them alfo upon the fame Ac- 
count, though they were as innocent as Aid. 
Other Inftances might alfo be given. 

* The, Way the Committee took in order to 
their Work, which muft needs be elaborate, was 
by reducing the feveral Laws to their proper Heads 
to which they did belong, and fo modelizing or 
embodying of them; taking Knowledge of the 
Nature of them, and what the Law of God faid 
in the Cafe, and how agreeable to right Reafon 
they were ; likewlfe how proportionable the Pu- 
ni(hmejit was to the Offence or Crime ; and where- 
in there feem'd any Thing cither deficient or ex- 
ceffive, to offer a Supply and Remedy, in order to 
redlifying the whole. The Committee began with 
Criminals ; Treafon being the higheft, tbey con- 
fidcred the Kinds thereof; what was meet to b^ 
adjudged Treafon in a free Commonwealth, and 
what was meet to be the Punifhment of Grand 
and Petty Treafon. Then they proceeded to Mur- 
der, the Kinds of it, and what was to be fo ad- 
judg'd, and the Punifhment thereof. The like 
they intended concerning Theft, and after to have 
afcertained and fecured Property ; as alfo the Excr 
cutive Part of the Law : So as a Perfon fliould not 
need to part with one Property to fecure and keep 
another, as now it is j Pcrfons being forced to lofc 

the 
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fater-rtgnum, the Property cf their Cow, to keep the Property of 
'^53- their Horfe ; or one Partel of Land to preferve and 
^r'"V7^ keep another. This Body of Law, when mode* 
November, jj^^j^ ^^^ ^^ j^^ reported to the Houfe to be con- 
fidered of, and pafl'ed by them as they fhould fee 
Caufe ; A Work in itfelf great, and of high Efteem 
with many, for the good Fruit and Benefit that 
would arife from \i : By which Means the huge 
Volumes of the Law woufd come to be reduced 
into the Bigncfs of a Pocket-Book, as it is, propor- 
tionably, in New- England and eliewhere. A Thing 
of fo great Worth and Benefit as England is Hot 
yet worthy of, nor likely in a fhoft Time to be fo 
blefs'd as to enjoy. And that was the true End 
and Endeavourof thofe Members that laboured in 
that Committee, although it was moft falfly aod 
wickedly reported, that their Endeavours tended to 
deftroying the whole Laws, and pulling them up. 
by the Roots.' 

Nov. 10. According to the late annual Cuftom, 
diis Parliament took upon them to nominate She- 
riffs for all the Counties of England zn^JVaieSy and 
ordered ^in a Bill to regulate that Office, efpecially 
in pafling their Accounts. 

Nov. 17. This Day theQiieflion being propofed, 
tJ^i^?tu£7^^'^^ the Power of Patrons to prefent to Benefices 
cf Benefices, (hall, from henceforth, be taken away, and that 
a Bill be brought in for that Purpofe, the Houfc 
divided ; Yeas 58, Noes 41 5 fo the Bill was order- 
ed in accordingly. 

Nov. 2 1 . The Bill for conftituting a High Court 
of Juftice was this. Day read twice in the Houfe : 
Then the Commiffioners Names were read, and 
voted feparately; and, after a third Reading, it 
pafled without any Divifion.. The Time of Con- 
tinuance to be till the firft o{ Augujl^ 1654. 

December. This Parliament, or rather Conven- 
tion, began now to be near its Period ; though fe- 

veral 
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ycral Bills, and fome of great Moment, lay yet Inter-regnom; 
before them unfiniihed : Their great Matter Crom- ^J^Vj 
well^ who had given them the Power they fat by, p^^bcr 
thinking proper, fliortly after, to retra<9: that Power, 
and leave them private Perfons as he found them. 
They continued, however, to fit and do Bufmefs 
as ufual, and a<?t as if they had not the lead Appre- 
henfionof aDilTolution. For 

On the fecond of this Month the Houfe received 
the following Report from the Committee for 
Tythes, who had fat long on that Affair. The 
firfl: Article of this Report was, * That, in their Report from the 
Opinion, the beft Way for ejecting ignorant, pro- Committee for 
fane, and fcandalous Minifters, was for Copimif- '^y^"' 
fioners to be fent from thence into all the Counties, 
divided into fix Circuits, befides London and Mid-^ 
dlefex^ three Commiffioners into each Circuit, to 
join with four or fix of every County, and each 
Riding in Torkjhire to be as a County ; and that 
in every County the faid Perfons, or five of them, 
(two of the Parliament's • Commiffioners being 
always prefent) to beimpowered to eje<9:all Mini- 
fters, of that County, that were not of good Be- 
haviour and holy in Converfation^ or that were not 
apt and able to teach, or, in teaching, held not 
forth the faithful Word ; or were not diligent, or 
laboured not in the Word and Do6^rine, or were 
greedy of filthy Lucre : And to be alfo impower'd 
to fettle godly and able Perfons to preach the 
Gofpel in all void Places, and to unite two or three 
Pariflies together, fo that none were above three 
Miles from the public Meeting-Place.' 

The fecond Article contained only the Names 
of 21 Commiffioners, recommended to the Houfe 
by the Committee, confifting of about. ten Mini- 
fters, the reft Laymen, fome of whom were Of- 
ficers in the Army. 

By the third Article, * All Perfons approv'd on 
as public Preachers of the Gofpel in the public 
Meeting- PI aces, were to enjoy the Maintenance 
already fettled by Law, and fuch other Encourage- 
ment as the Parliament had already appointed, or 

there- 
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Inter- refnMm. thereafter (hoiild appoint : And that where any 
^J^53- icrupled Payment of Tythes, the three next Juitices 
Delmb^ ^ Peace» or two of them, (bould, vpon Com- 
plaint, call the Parties concern 'd before th^m; and, 
Uy the Oaths of lawful Witnefics, ihould duly ap« 
. portion the Value of the faid Tythes to be paid ei- 
ther in Money or Land, by them to be fct out ac- 
cording to the faid Value, to be held and enjoyed by 
him that was to have the faid Tythes ; and in cafe 
fuch apportion'd Value was not duly paid or eisjoy- 
ed, according to the Order of the faid Juftiees, the 
Tythes fhouid be paid in Kind, and fhould be re- 
covered in any Court of Record, 

' Laftly, That upon Hearing and con-ftdering 
what had been ofiered to the Committee touching 
Property in Tythes, of Incumbents, Reflors, Pof- 
jfeflbrs of Donatives or impropriate Tythes, it was 
the Opinion of the Committee, That the faid Per- 
fonj have a legal Property in Tythes.' 

But the Houfe came to no prefent Refolution 
upon this Bufme6. 

The next Ehiy the Parliament appointed four 
Generals or Admirals for, the Sea Service ; the 
two old oi>es, Blake and Aioncke^ were continued ; 
to whom they added Major-General Dejhorough 
and Vice-Admiral Pentu 

Dec. 7, The Houfe refumcd the Debate upon 
the Report from the Committee of I'ythes, which 
whoUy engaged their Attention, without the leaft 
Intervention of other Bufinefs, till the loth; when 
the firft Claufe of the faid Report being read, and 
\ the Qucftion put for agreeing with the Committee, 

it pafe'd in the Negative by To fmall a Majority as 
56 againft 54. And the next Day of their Sitting 
we find only the following Entry in the Jaumahy 

The Parliament VIZ. 

'«^oJ^« ^\^"if' ' Monday^ Dec. 12. It being moved in the Houfe 
Powrr to the ''tl^is Day, That the Sitting of this Parliament any 
Lord-Gencrai longer, as now conftitutfd, will not be for the 
CrmivdU Good of the Commonwealth 5 and that therefore 

it 
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it was rcquifite to deliver up unto the Lord- Gene- Intcr-regnum. 
ral Cromwell the Powers which they had received 11^2L^ 
from him ; and that Motion being feconded by pI^c^robcrT 
feveral other Members, the Floufe rofe; and 
the Speaker, with many of the Members of the 
Houfe, departed out of tlie Houfe to jyijitehall y 
where they, being the greater Number o^ the 
Members fitting in Parliament, did, by a Writing 
under their Hands, refign unto his Excellency their 
faid Po\yers: And Mr. Speaker, attended^with the 
Members, did prcfcnt the fame to his Excellency 
accordingly,' 

This Convention being thus laid afide, without 
any other Notice taken of the Suddennefs of it, in 
the Journals^ it will be neceflary to look into the 
Hiflorians of thcfe Times, to fearch for the Rea- 
fons of State which occafion'd it. 

Mr. TVhithcks is very fliort in his Account of M^J^^ves thereto, 
this Tranfadtion ; but a good Reafon may be gi-Jileof,^*''"" 
ven for it : He was then gone Ambaflador to Swe* 
den^ and did not return till fome Time after the 
Diflblution. And he has hinted, in another Part 
of his Memoirs^ That he was purpofely fent abroad 
at this Time, by Cromwell^ for fear he fliould 
any ways obftrudt his ambitious Defigns. So that 
we find nothing more in his Work, than what we 
may fuppofe he copied -out of the Journals at his 
Return, fince it is almoft verbatim the fame with 
them. — But Licutenant-General Ludlow is much 
more explicit in this Matter, as appears by the 
following Extract from his Memoirs ^ : 

* The perfidious Cromivell having forgot his moft 
Ibl^mn Profeflions and former Vows, as well as 
the Blood and Treafure that had been fpent in this ^ 
Conteft, thought it high Time to take off the 
Mafk ; and refolved to ficrifice all our Vidlories 
and Deliverances to his Pride and Amijition, un- 
der Colour of taking upon hjm the Office, as it 
were, of a High Conftable, in order to keep the 

Peace 
r Vol. ir, p. 471. 
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Peace of the Nation, and to reftrain Men froni 
cutting one another's Throats. One Difficulty yet 
remained to obftrudl his Defign, and that was the 
Convention which he had affembled, and invefled 
wiih. Power, as well as earneftly folicitcd, to re- 
form the Law, and reduce the Clergy to a more 
Evangelical Conftitution. And having fufficiently 
alarmed thofc Interefts, and (hewn them their 
Danger from this Convention, he informed them 
farther, that they could not be ignorant of the 
Confufion that all Things were brought into by 
the immoderate Zeal of thofe in Authority, and to 
what Extremities Matters might be reduced, if 
permitted to go on ; pofiibly, faid he, to the utter 
^Extirpation of Law and Gofpel ; and therefore 
advifed that they would join their Interefts to his, 
in order to prevent this Inundation. His Propo- 
fition was readily embraced by the corrupt Part of 
the Lawyers' and Clergy, and fo he became their 
Protestor, ar.d they the humble Supporters of his 
Tyranny. But that his Ufurpation might fcem 
lefs horrid, he fo contrived it by his Ihftruments, 
that fome of the Convention muft openly manifeft 
their Difapprobation of their own Proceedings ; 
and, under divers fpecious Pretences, put a Period 
to their fitting. 

* To this End it was agreed by Mr. Rovfe^ 
Chairman to that Aflembly, and the reft of Crom^ 
zueirs Junto, to meet earlier in the Houfe than 
ufual, which was done accordingly on the 12th 
of Deatnbery 1653, hoping, by Surprize, to obtain 
a Vote for their Diflblution : Being met. Col. 5y- 
denhamy Sir Charles JVoIfeley^ and others, accord- 
ing to their Inftrud^ions, bitterly inveighed againft 
the Tranfa£tions of the Convention ; and particu- 
larly charged them with a Defign to deftroy the 
Army, by not making a fufficient and timely Pro- 
vifion for their Pay. They allcdged. That the' 
they had voted them a Sum of Money, yet having 
rcfolved to raife it by way of a Pound-Rate, it 
would take up fo much Time to bring it in, that 
the Army muft eitl)cr ftarvc by Want, or opprefs 

the 
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the Country by Free- Quarter. A fecond Ground intcr-regniirti* 
of thciir Invedtives was taken from a Motion made, 1653- 
that the Great Officers of the Army fhould ferve ^— "v-^ 
without Pay for one Year. They accufed'them ^«<^«^^^* 
alfo of endeavouring to deftroy the Clergy, the 
Law, and the Property of the Subje6l ; inltancing 
in their denying a Right of Prefentation to the Pa- 
trons of Ecclefiaftical Benefices : And, in general, 
that they had not a Frame of Spirit to do Juftice, 
which they would have made out by their not re- 
lieving Sir John StawelU when he made his Appli- 
cation to them. Thus they endeavoured to cajol6 
the Clergy, Lawyers, CaValiers, and all Interefts, 
except that which they fhould have had moft Re- 
gard to. 

* They thought to have prevented any Debate 
about thiir Defign, by meeting fo early in th^ 
Morning; but they were deceived, and enough 
found in the Houfe to aniwer their Obje6lions. 
To that concerning the Army it was faid. That 
fte Pound -Rate was found to be the moft equal 
Way of raifing Motiey, and therefore refolved up- 
on by them; not at all doubting that it would come 
in foon enough for the Soldiers Supply; That they* 
thought it reafonable and juft, that the Great Of- 
ficers of the Army, who were pofleffed of plentiful 
J^ftates, and had received all their Arrears, ihould 
abate fomewhat of their Superfluities ; and ferve for 
a little Time freely, as well as thofe who werd 
employed in Civil Affairs, whofe Labour and Ha- 
zard was as great, and both equally concerned iii . 
the Public Good ; efpecially confidering how much 
this Conduft would contribute to the Lafe and Sa- 
tisfaction of the People, who could not be ignorant 
that there were now no prefling Occauons of 
Charge or Danger, the Enemy being every- where 
entirely fubdued. To what had beeli done in or- 
der to a Reformation of the Law and Clergy, it 
was anfwerjed. That as they conceived there was 
great Need of it, fo they had been told that they 
were called together principally for that End ; and 
that if they had done any Thing too much there- 

VoL.XX. Ct in. 
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in, the Gentlemen who blamed them fcr it w*r« 
very unht fo to do, having rhemfelves been the 
Men kbat piefled them continually to go much far- 
ther than they had done. To the ObjeiStion con- 
cerning Prefentations, tliey fnid, That the Method 
ufcd th<;rein feemed to them too unreafonable to be 
continued ; it being, in effeft, to give a Power to 
the Greateft of the Parifh, who were not alw^s 
the Befl, to prefcribe what Religion they pleafed 
to the Parifhioners, by prefenting a Perfon, how- 
foever unfit for that Oilice, to be their Minifter. 
Laftly, in Anfwer to the Charge of denying Relief 
to Sir John Stawcll^ it was anfwered, That the 
Confideration of that Matter was before them, and 
that they would not have failed to aft as his Cafe 
defcrved.* 

Thus far Mr. Ludlow^ who, being at this Time 
in Ireland^ could wrl»e upon Information bnly. 
We {hall thefefore add fomc Particulars cdlled^d 
into one View, from three different Men^bers bi 
this Convention, faid to have been prefent at the 
Diflblution of it ^ ; obferving only, that our Mtmi- 
rlaiift's^BLTTiitiye of thisTranfaftion is, in general, 
confirmed by all thcfe Contemporaries, whofe fur- 
ther Account of it runs thus : 

* As foon as the Speaker had taken the Chair, a 
Member flood up, and fpoke to this EfFeft : * That 
he muft diiburden himfcif of fome Things that 
had a long Time laid upon his Heart :* That he 
was now to fpeak to the EJe^ or Being, rather than 
the Bene ej/iy or Well-being, of the Common- 
wealth ; which was ready to fink, through the. ill 
Management of the Authority intrufled to that Af- 
fembly ; and that, for his own Part, he muft're- 
fign his Power from whence he had it; fonefceiflg 
clearly that their Waitings and Expectations- of 
ever coming on to Things of Piiblic Good were 

more 

' An exaSl Relatiancf the Pncefdingi and ^rvnfiltms ef the 
' Par/tamifit Kvbitb hegun Iiiiy 4, 1651. By a lAfimhet thereof* 

A true Narrative of the Qaufe and Manner of t'hf Dlffolutiom cf 
the late Parliament upon the titb of December, ifijjj, by a Man- 
ner ptefrnt at that Tranfaftioft. -. '\ - 'v. , . ^ • 

An An/'U/er to the above Narrative, by another Member. 
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rtiore and n^or? difappointe4 : [He then inflianced 
. the Particular^ .touching the Army, the Clergy, 
the.LaW) ^c.,'d$ before recited] And that, for thefe 
Confiderations, he cpuld not fatisfy bimfelf to fu 
i axjy longer, in the Houfe, and fo be guilty of bring- 
ing Confufion and Defolatipn , upon the Nation i 
But if 'any would yet bt fo hardy as to continue 
tbere, b^-. would fay unto them, in. th^ Words of 
the Prophet^ Kphraim baih jgin^d bimfelf to Idols \ 
Ut him. alpne.' 

I*, This Motion being feconded by two more^ 

; with fon;ie bitter Invedtives, another Member ftood 

.up J afid (declaring himfelf to fpeak with, much Dif- 

adivantage in that he had not, as the other Qer^^ 

. lle^iao^ . any pren^edit^ted Tbiog to fay) told th^ 

Speaker, ^ He had iii ht6 Hand an Expedient in 

jrpference to the Things comprehended in the Vote 

of . the loth. of Dei:embiry concerning Tythes, 

,i¥hi<h he hop^d. would fatisfy all ; ^nd that thd 

. Coovmlttee for regulating the Law had ready to b^ 

offbi^jed to, the.Houfe, feveral Bills qf very, great 

CSoliCernnient to ;he Goo^afid £afe of the f eople ; 

, prQtefting before God, Ang^l?, and M^0> Ws Dif- 

(i|tisifaj6tion to the, propofod^jRefigit^atioa, as being 

deftruftive to the Comjmanwealth/ ; Somp, Gen- 

tlcmeaftanding up to fccqnd him,, were not fuf-* 

fer^d to fpeak^ Othersi continued to prcfe tJiq Igt- 

m^r M<^on, infifting, ' That it wa$ not, now: a 

Tiflne to debate:' Wbejreupon tbp Speaker, tbp' 

^amefUy called on to keep the Chair^ left it ; ai)d 

the Serjeant^^ as if he had beeo of bis Cqunfel, toolc 

in^ the^ Mace;, and cswried. jt before, him, though 

much urgpd to the contrary.' Th^fe w?ire inftantly 

JQtDed by the Chief Clerk, apd followed by ^bo.ut 

8a Members, who went .dire£t}y to Whitehall j-aitid, 

there iiibfcribed a Refignation of th^ir Power to 

the Lord-General. Thirty odd ftaid-in the Houfe 

; till Colonel Goffe and Major White came in, and 

intreated them earneftly to go out. To which it 

was as earneftly replied. That at their perf^iial 

.^^queft they conld not, nor would not, withdraw-, 

unleii compeird by Force* Whereupon the Of- 

CL2 iicer* 
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Inter-rcfnum* ficcrs Calling in a File of Mufketeers, the Mem- 
bers withdrew; and fome of thcfe went, three^ or 
four Days after, and fubfcribed the Inftrument of- 
Refignation: 

♦ When this Inftruntent, fo figned, was brought 
to Crofnweliy he lifted up his Eyes with Aftonifh* 
ment; and, with no lefs fceming Modefty, re- 
fufed to receive it ; but,^ at length, through the 
Importunity of Major-General Lambirt and others^ 
reprefenting to him that the Welfare of the Na- 
tion abfoluttly required his Acceptance of the Par- 
liament's Refignation, he thought fit to comply 
with their Requeft.' Though it is the concur- 
rent Opinion of all Contemporary Writers, that 
CrGmiueirs Rcfufal to accept of this Offer df tlie 
. Legiflative Power was meer Hypocrify, and that 
this formal Surrender of it was a Contrivance of his 
own, in orJer to pave the Way to the ProteAo- 
rate ; yet in a Speech made to the enfuing Parlia- 
ment, Sept. 12, 1654, he pofitively affirms, in the 
moft folemn Manner, *That he was fo far from 
having any Hand in this Projedb, that he was an 
ahrolute Stranger to the Defigti, till the Speaker, 
with the major Part of the Hoqfe, came to him 
with the Inftrument of their Refignation.' 

Before we take our Leave of this Convention, 
Rematks there- y^g fljall mention a very high Charge brought 
againft them by Lord Clarendon. His Lordfliip 
writes % ' That thefe Men who took upon diem- 
felves the Supreme Authority of the Nation, and 
-continued to a<ft in that Capacity near fix Months, 
to the Amazement and even Mirth of the People, 
never entered upon any grave or ferious Debate, 
that might tend to any Settlement j but generally 
expreffed great Sharpnels and Animofity againft 
the Clergy, and againft all Learning; out of which 
they thought the Clergy had grown, and flill woidd 
grow. That they iook'd upon the Funftion itfelf 
to be Anti-Chriftian, the Pcrfons to be burdenfomc 
to the People, and the requiring and paying of 
Tythes to be abfolute Judaifm^ and fo thou2;ht 

^fit 

• hijiory. Vol. VI. p. 484. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of ENGLAND. 



fit that they fh6uld be abolifhed together 
that there might not, for^theTime to come, be 
any Race of People who might revive thefe Pre- 
tences, they propofed. That all Lailds belonging 
to the Univerfities, and Colleges in thofe Uni- 
verfities, might be fold ; and that the Money ari- 
fing thereby (hould be difpofed of for the Public 
Service, and to eafe the People from the Payment of 

Taxes and Contributions.' But, upon a ftrid 

Review of the Journals^ it does not appear that 
any fuch Motion, orPropofal, relating to the Uni- 
verfities, v^ras ever made in the Houfe. What* 
might be intended by fome ^Zealots, we pre- 
tend not to determine : But the only Attempt that 
carried any Tendency that Way, was the Scheme 
for abolilhing of Tythes : And this Proje<5t, as we 
are affured by a Menriber of this Convention % was 
fo far from being intended to the Prejjiidice of the 
Parochial Clergy, that the Defign was only to take 
away the Manner of Maintenance by Tythes as 
unequal, burdenfome, and being the Occafion of 
utigiou$ Law Suits ; and that a Bill was offered, oij 
the Day of the Parliament's Refignation, for ren- 
dering the Revenues of the Clergy more certain 
aiid equal, by reducing Benefices o^ 200 /. a-year 
and upwards, and advancing thofe of a-fmaller In- 
come; and alfo for making a Provifioafor the Wi- 
dows and Children of Minifters ; but that this 
equitable Propofal was refufed a Reading; and that 
therefore the Charge agaiilft^ne Part of the Hotrfe, 
of an Intent to deftroy the Miniftry, was a ground - 
lefs Reproach, caft upon thofe who endeavoured 
©fiSy to take ofF Oppreffiorts and<jrievances/— ^ — 
The TrutJh ^ this iGentlem ati's Affertiqn feems the 
4cffe liable to be controverted, becaufe it is an in- 
conteftable faft, i^hough generally pafled -over by 
.the Hiftorians of thefe Times, * That the Long 
'Parliament, when they abolifhed Epifcopacy and 
fdld fhc Temporal Revenues of the Bifliops, Deans 
and Chapters, ^c, made an e^prefs Referve of all 
<heir Impropriations, which were to be applied to 
0.3 , the 



245 

And Inter- regnmiu 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



246 The Parliamentary History 

Intcr-ragnum. the Increafe of the Revenues of the Parochial Clergy 
^^ V. ^*^d Heads of Colleges ; and the fame Referve of 

^eocmb^* Impropriations was made in the Aft ' pafled, by this 
Convention, for enabling Delinquents to compound 
iof their Eftatcs, . The Journals alfo abound with 
Inftances wherein thofe Gentlemen, who had the 
Misfortune to be under Sequeftration for their Loy- 
alty to the King, were obliged to endow the re- 
ipediive Vicarages of which they were Impropria- 
tors, with a Portion of the Tythe ; and the Va- 
lue of fuch Portion, upon a Calculation of Years, 
was allowed in Pari ^* Payment of tjbeir Compo- 
iition&. 

We are very far from entering into a Vindica- 
tion of this Unconftitutional Aflembly. It is cer- 
tain that the Manner of their being convened, in 
Obedience to Cromzvelfs Warrant of Nomination, 
was the moft flagrant Inftance of Invaflon upon the 
Rights and Liberties of alltheEIeftors of the Three 
Nations our whole Hiftory affords ^ and was ab- 
(blutely fubverfive of the very Beings of Parliaments, 
But whether they deferve all that Ignominy which 
has been caft upon them by the Contempprary 
Hiftorians w.e have cited in our Account of tlieir 
IVaniaiSlions, and fome Modern Wri^f^rs ^^Kohaye 
implicitly copied tbeqi "» will beft ^J(^T ,|>Y the 
Laws they made, and the Bills they v^re,enipi6yed 

about at the Time of their Diflblutldn. Tnui 

much by way of Digre^n, 

But to return :—»— 

Cremwell having, as before observed, accepted 
the Parliament'^ Inftrument of Refignation, under 

their 

t This A^, which is not printed in SaAtlPs Cel/e^ons, may be 
iisen in Hughes* f Abridgement, p, 498. 

o Mr. Raj>in wiitcs, « That this Ridiculous Aflembly did no- 
thing worth lemembering in a Seilion of more fhanf five Mondis.* 

Vol. II. FoU Ediu p. 590* 

And Mr, Carte, from whom we expcded foxne new Lights to be 
thrown upon this important CriHs of Hiftory, heil^ows little more 
than a PaRc upon the whole Tranfaftions of this Afftflibly^ whicll 
being chieAy cepied from Lord Clarendony he has fallen into the 
Ikinc Miflakc adcut ielli«z the Univetfities Lands. 

Vbl, IV. p. 65I 
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their Hands and Seals, the fame Day called a Inter-regnmn. 

Council of Officers and others, \thom our J^«r- i^J^l^ ^ f 

naltjls"*' ftyle Perfons of Interett in the Nation ; and peccmber. 

having confulted with them how this great Burden 

of governing, -fw^/^/f^i Scotland y and Ireland^ with 

the Armies therein, and Navies at Sea, fhould beC/o«»wW/dccU- 

borne, and by whom ; after feveral Days feeking J*^** ^c^r^'TV 

^ v-» 1 1 1 r L • ' /♦ 1 ,^tor of England^ 

of Cjoq, and advilnig therein, Jt was reioivtQ^Scotiandy and 
That a Council of godly, able, and difcrcet Per- Ireiand. 
(bns fliould be named, to confift of not more than 
21, nor lefs than 13: And that his Exceltency 
be chofen Lord Protestor of the Three Nations. . 
The Names of this Council were, Henry Lttixy^ 
rence^ Efq; the Prefident ; Philip Lord Vifcou-nt 
Lijle ; the Majors General Lambert ^ Dejberoiighy 
and Skippon\ Lieutenant-General Fleetwood -^ the 
Colonels Edward Montagu^ PhilipJoneSy and ft^il" 
Hani Sydenham ; Sir Gilbert. Pickeringy Sir Charles 
PFolfiley^ and Sir Anthony AJhley Cooper^ Baj^'. 
Francis Roufe^ Efq; Spealcer of the late Convention, rj^j^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 
tValter Strickland^ and Richard Major ^ Efq^". Manner of hit 
jnoft of whom had been principaUy concerned in Inaugaration. 
bringing about the late Refignation * ; by which all 
'Ob&cles to CromwelPs Glory being quite re- 
moved, he was, four Days after, xieclared Lord 
PrfMdtor of\Snglandy Scotland ^ znA Irehnd : The 
Form and Marnier of which unprecedented Cefe* 
menial we (hall defci:ibe as ^artieulatly q$ pofiibl^. 

On the 1 6th of Deewmber bis. Excdleucy came 
from Whitehally attended by theLords Cominiflion- 

- ' , ers 

w proceedings w State Affairs, fi^. 22 J, NowvcIIei Ordi- 
nairei de LoiidreSy'Vf^* 18^3, Ste^fo ari mt^ce{)ted'Lettef on thit 

f Mr, Luditno informs us> ' That CromioeU having, as a public 
Ro|^.berj pofleflid himfelr' of the Nation's Purfe, diitributed 1000/, 
j>er Ann. to ci^cK of his Council, becaufe notlirng,orCohfcie*ice or 
Honoxijt icould be preiiimed would ever keep them fteady in their 
fjjdeiity to hjs Ufurpation,' Memoirs, Vol. 11. p. 479. 

The Author of a Piece intitled, A tnodeft yindicatibn of Oliver 
Cromwellp from the unjuft Accufations of Lieutenant-General Lud- 
lovtri (prir)tfld in the Veai- 1 69S) imputes the fevere Rel!e£fcions thi« 
^M^manaiUi £q plontifuliy beftows upon Cromwell, after his Advance- 
nieot to tne< Protectorate, to a Refentment at the Difappointrnttit of 
his own Ambition by the Diflblution of th^ Long Parliament 'a»4 
II19 fettkig afi4e a Commonwealth Goveroment, 
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litcr-Tegnun?. crs of the Great Seal of England \ the Judges and 



Defcjnbcrf 



Barons of the feveral Benches in their Robes ; and 
moft of the Council of the Commonwealth : Xhc 
Lord Mayor and AWermcn of the. City of Londoriy 
in their Scarlet Gowns, with the Recorder, 
Town-Clerk, and Sword- Bearer with the Cap of 
Maintenance and Sword, but not ere^ed, pafled 
immediately before his Excellency ; all in their 
Coaches, Laft of all came his Excellency himfelf, 
in his own Coach, dreiTed in a black Velvet Suit 
dnd Cloak, with his Life- Guard, and divers Gen- 
tlemen bare before him ; ihany of the chief Officers 
of the Army, with their Cloaks and Swords, and 
Hats on, p'afTed on Foot before and about hisCoach* 

In this Equipage his Excellency and Attendants 
came to the Court of Chancery in Weftminfter" 
Hall.\ where was placed a rich Chair of State, with 
a large Cuihion and Carpets on the Floor. The 
Lords Commiflioners of the Great Seal flood on 
each Side of the Chair, and his Excellency on the 
Left Hand of it, all bare-headed : Round about 
the Chair ftood all the Judges and the Council of 
State ; the Lord Mayor and Aldermen were placed 
on the Right Side of the Court, and the chief Of- 
ficers of the Army on the Left. 

Then Major-Gencral Lambert^ after declattng 
the Diflblution of the Parliament and the'gfeat Ex- 
igency of the Times, did,, in the Name of the Ar- 
my, and of the Three Nations, delire the Lord- 
General to accept of the Prote6lor£bip; to which, 
with feemingly great Relufbnce, having given his 
Confent, the following Inftrument was read aloud ^ 
by MuJeJ/hpy one of the Secretaries of the Coun- 
cil; 



The Government of the Commonwealth 
And the Article? ^^ Engltind^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ ahd the Do- 
for the future mlnions thereunto belongin'g. 

Government of 

^^/alS''"'"''"" ^' T^^^ '*^ Supreme Legiflative jfutbority of 

^^ * •* the Comm&mveaith 0/* England, Scotland, and 

Jreland, and the Dominions thereunto belongings JheHl 
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fc /rffe{ r*^//^ in we Pirfon^ and the People ejfemhled Intw-regiwim* 
. in Pflrlianient ; the &tyle of which Perfon flmll be ^^'^ 

The Lord^ProteSor of the Commonwealth of ^ '"^ 

England^ Scotland', and Ireland^ 

IL That the Eicercife of ^ the chief Magijiracy^ 

and the Adminijiration of the Government over the 
f aid Countries and Domini (fns, and the People there ^ 

of^ Jhall be in the Lord ProteShr^ affijied with a 

Council^ the Number whereof Jhall not exceed 7.1 ^ 

nor be lefs than 13.^' 

III. That all fVrits, Procefs^ CommijffionSy Pa^ 
tents^ GrantSy and other Things^ which now run in 
the Name and Style of The Keepers of the Liberty 
of England by Authority of Parliament, Jhall run 
in the Name and Style of The Lord Prote6ior, from 
whom^ for the future^ Jhall he derived all Magi-^ 

Jlracy and Honours in thefe three Nations ; and have 
the Power of Pardons (except in cafe of Murders 
and Treafon) and Benefit of all Forfeitures for the 
public UJ'e J and Jhall govern thefaid Countries and 
Dominions in all Things by the Advice of the Coun-- 
eily and according to thefe Prefents and the Laws, 

IV. That the Lord Prote£iory the Parliament 
fittings Jhall difpoje and order the Militia and Forces^ 
both by Sea andLand^ for the Peace and Good of the 
Three Nations^ by Conjent of Parliament i and that 
the Lord Prote£for^ with the Advice and Confent ef 
the major Part of the Council^ Jhall difpofe and or- 
iUr the Militia for the Ends aforefaid in the Inter-- 
vols of Parliament. 

V. That the Lord ProteSlor^ by the Advice afore- 
faid^ Jhall di^if in all Things concerning the keeping 
and holding of a good Correfpondency with foreign 
rKingSy Princes^ and States ', and-aljh^ with the Con- 

• fent of the major Part of the Gouncilihave the Power 
)pfWar and Peace.- 

VL That the Laws (hall not be altered^ fufpend- 
^dy abrogated J or repealed^ nor any n&iv Law made^ 
yior -any Tax^ Charge^ or 'Impofitron laid upon the 
^People^^but by common Confent in Parliam^ty fasH 
"fiUy as is exprefs^a in the ^oth Article. 

VIL 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



250 Ti^ J^arliamentaty Histoky 

Iiiter-icgnam* VII* That ihert JhaU he a Earliament fummoHeit 
»6i3« to mat at Weftawafter ^p9n thi^third Day of Sep- 

Vr*V^^ tcmber, 1654^ ^^^ ^^*' fuuiffiuely a ParlianuHt 
Jhall be fummoned once in every third Tsafy to be ac* 
tfiuntei from the Dijfolution of the prefent Parlia^ 
ment. 

VIIL That neither the Parliament to he nesti 
fummoned^ nor anyfucceffive Parliaments^ Jball^ du^ 
ring th^ Time of pve Months y to he accounted from 
the Day of their firfl Meetings he adjmrnedy prth- 
roguedy or dijjolvedy without their own Confent, 

iX. That as well the next as all other fucciffiru9 
Parliaments y JhaU he fummoned and eleSled in Man^ 
ner hereafter exprcfsd ; that is to fay y the Perfon^^ 
to be chofen within England, Walea, >/i/ JJles of 
'Jerfey^ Giiernfey, and the Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, to fit and ferve in Parliament^ Jhall be^ 
ana not exceed^ the Number of 400. The Perfons 
to be chofm within Scotland, to fit and ferve in Par-' 
liamenty fiall be^ and not exceed^ the Number of 
3© : And the Perfons tfl he chofen to fit in Parliap- 
vicnt for Ireland, Jhall be ^ and Mat exceed^ the Nunt' 
her of 30. . . 

X, Thai the Perfons to he eleSedy to fa in Par^ 
liament from Time to Tirney for the feveral Conn- 
ties of England, Wales, the Ifles of Jerfey afkd 
Guernfey, and the Town ^Berwick upon Tweed, 
and all Places within the fame refpe^ivefyy Jhall he 
according to, the Proportions and Numbers hereafter 
exprefs'd : That is to fay^ \ * 

Bedfordshihb — • 5 Cambridge Town -^-n i 

Bedford Town i Cambridge Univfcrfity,! 

Berkshire 5 Ifle of Ely . >■ ■. . < 2 

Jbingdon . — I Cheshire. 4 

Reading — ■■ .. '■ l Chefler — , •— — I 

♦Buckinghamshire 5 Cornwau*. — -r-?f8 

£ucJiinghamX,owtk — ' i Launceflon — «. r— « — I 

Aylejbur^ - . i Truroe — ► --** i 

Wycom(f ' ■ ; ■■ — I .Renryn — *-*• -nr I 
CambRidc^shirb - 4 Ea/llow and IVejfiUm^, i 

Cum- 
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Cumberland — — 2 

Caflijlf -^ I 

Derbyshire 4 

Derby Town i 

Devonshire 11 

Exeter — — — 2 
Plymouth — ."^ ^ 
Clifton^Dartmouth^ \ 

Hardnefs S 

Totnefs — — I 
Barnftahle — — I 
Twerton — - ■ I 

Honiton ► — I 

Dorsetshire 6 

Dorchejier — I 

fFeymouth and Mel^ 1 

comb' Regis ) 

Lyme- Regis — 

Pool — 

Durham . — 
City of Durham ' 
Essex — 



AfMen — — 
Colchejier — — 
Gloucestershire 

Gkucefter — 

TetXfkJhury — — 
. Cirtncejier — — 
Herefordshire -^ 
Hereford — — — 
Leominfter ■ ' 

Hertfordshire — 

St. Alhan's — 

Hertford 

Huntingdonshire 
Huntingdon — — . 
•Kent 

- Canterbury — 
Rochejier — — *— i 
JMaidftone — ■ ■ ^ i 

Dover : ■' * . ' • i 

Sandwich' ^ — ^— - i 



I 
I 
2 
I 

I 
2 

5 
2 
I 
I 

4 

I 
I 

5 
I 
I 

3 
' I 

II 

2 
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^eenhorottgh — — i 

Lancashire 4 

Prefion — - « I 

hancajier — • « I 

Liverpool — — i 
Manchefter ■ ■ ' ■■ I 

Leicestershire — 4 

Leicefter — 2 

Lincolnshire ———10 

Lincoln- — — • 

Bojion ' — — 

Grantham * 

Stamford — 

Great Grim/by 

Middlesex 

London ^— — : — 

Weftminfter 

Monmouthshire -» 

Norfolk 

Norwich - — 

Lynn- Regis — — 1— 

Great-Yarmouth 

Northamptonshire ■ 
Peterborough 






December.' 



Northampton — — 
Nottinghamshire 
Nottingham — f 
Northumberland 
Newcaftle upon ^yne 

Berwick ■ 

Oxfordshire — 

Oxford City . 

Oxford Univerfity — 

Woodftock 

Rutlandshire — 
Shropshire ■ i n . 
Shrewjbury — •— 
Bridgnorth — — 
Ludlow ■ ''■' '■ 

Staffordshire — 
Lichfield — — ' — 

Stafford r— - • 

Ber^ 



% 

I 
I 

X 

t 

4 
6 

2 

3 

10 
2 
2 

2 
6 
I 

I 

4 
2 

3 

I 

I 
5 

X 

I 
I 
2 
4 

I 

I 

3 
I 

I 
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Newc^ifile under Lint i New S^irnrn 

SoMERfiETSHIUfi II 

Bnfiifl . 2 

Tauni^n — — 2 

Bath I 

Weils I 

Britl^ioater i 



Marlborough -^— 
Devizes — — — 

WoRCESTEJlSHIRE ■ 

Worcefier 



SoUTHAMPTONSHIRE 8 

Winchefier • i 

Southamptm i 

Portfmouth — — i 
Me ^ mght — 
Jlndover — • 
SuFfOi^K — ^■ 
Ipfwich — — 
Bury Si. EdmoniTs 
Duntvfch — ^ •— 
Sudbury — — 

Su-R-R€Y — 

Southwark ■■ 

Guilford — 

^\ytgette ■ ■ 

Sussex — ' ■ ■ " 

Chichejhr — 

Lewes ■ 

£aJl'Grinj4ad 

■Arundel •— • — — 

Westmorelan©— 
Wahwick^mire — 

X^cventry — ■ • '■■ * ■ 
9Varwick ■ " * — 
WlLtSHWlE 



Yorkshire 
Weft^Riding — . . 
Eaft'Riding — 
North-Riding — 
City <rf Tori 



2 

X 
1 

S 

2 

6 

4 
'4 

2 



2 
I 
10 
2 
2 
I 
I 

6 

2 

I 
I 

9 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
2 

4 

- 2 

- 1 
-10 



Kingjlon iipon //«tf - 
Beverley — 
Scarbrough 
Richmond • 

Halifax 



~ t WALES. 



An-&L£SSY — — 2 

Brecknockshire - 2 

CARBl«AN&HiRE 2 

Carmarthenshire ^ 
Caiinarvonshire'- 2 
Dekbfghshzre — .2 
Flintshire — 2 

GLAMOR^AKSHPRfi 2 
'Cardiff e — ■ I 

Me-RIOKETHSHIR'E - I 
MeN^H50M*RY5«'iR€ 12 
pEHMfiftOKESMTRE — 2 

Uaverford'WeJi ^^ ff 
(Ra-&nor*hi«*e a 



7t^/ Difhrihuthn^f the Perfons'fohe cbafen far 
Scotknd-/?w^ Ji^rfand, and the fe'oe^l Counties, Ci- 
Hies,' and -Places therein, fhati be aceording to fueh 
^Proportions and Number as JhaH-be agreed uptm and 
declared by -the Lord Prote^for and^he major P^rt 
*of the Council, before the fending forth Writs of 
'Summons for the next Parliaments 

.XI. 
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XI. Tliat the Summons to Parliament Jhall he by Inter-regmiau 
Writ under the Great Seal of EngUnd^ directed to l^S> 
the Sheriff's of the fever al and refpeSiive Count ier, 
with fuch Alteration as may fuit with the prefent 
Government^ to be made by the Lord ProteSfor and 
his Coundly which the Chancellor^ Keeper ^ or Com- 
miffioriers of the Great Sealy Jhall feal^ ijf^^^ ^^d 

fend abroad by Warrant from the Lord ProteSfor, 
If the Lord ProteSfor Jhall not give Warrant for 

* tffuing of Writs ofSummdnsfor the next Parliamenty 

-before the firji of ]\inQj 1654, or for the Triennial 
Parliaments^ before the firji Day ^ Auguft /« every 
third Tear^ to be accounted as aforefaid ; that then 
the Chancellor^ J^eeper^ or Commijfioners of the 
Gr£at Seal for the Time beings Jhally without anf 
Warrant or DireSiion^ within feven Days after thti 

faidfirfl Day ^June, 1654, feal^ iffue^ and fend 
abroad Writs of* Summons (changing therein what 
is to be changed as aforefaid) to the fever al and re- 

fpeSfive Sheriffs ^England, Scotland, and Ireland, 

for fummoriing the Parliament to meet at Weftmin- 
fter, the third Day of September next ; and Jhall 
likewife,, within feven Days after the faid firfi Day 
^Auguft, in every third Teary to be accounted from 
the Diffolution of the precedent Parliament ^ fealy if^ 

Jue^ and fend abroad fever al Writs of Summons,, 
(changing therein what is to be changed) as aforefaid^ 

for fummoning the Parliament to meet at Weftminr 
fter the Jixth of November, in that third Tear. 
That the faid feveral and refpeSiive Sheriffs Jhalty 
within ten Days after the Receipt of fuch Writ as 
aforefaid^ caufe the fame to be proclaimed and pub^ 
lijhed in every Market-Town within his County^ up- 
an the Market Days thereof^ between Twelvt and 
Three of the Clock ; and Jhall then alfo publijh and 
declare the certain Day of the Week and Afonth^ for 
chujhg Members toferve in Parliament for the Body 
fif the faid County^ according to the Tenor of the faid 
tVrit^ which Jhall be upon Wednefday Jive Weeks af^ 
ter the Date 'of the Writ \ and Jhall likewife declare 
the Place where the Ele£iion Jhall be made : F»r 
which Purpofe he Jhall appoint the mojl convenient 

Place 
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jtfcer^egnofn. P^ce/§r tie fitbpUCouMtj to me£f in i and Jha/l find 

26 53. , Prec£pis for Rle^hm -U be made in ail end every 

*^— *v*^*^ Cityi^ Townf BorQUgb^ cr Phce within bis Cwntf^ 

^^***°»^- where EieSfiws are t9 he made' by Virtue »/ th^e 

Prefents^ t9 the Mayor ^ Sheriffs or other Head- 

Officer of Juch City^ Town^ BoTAugh^ or Place^ 

within three Days afier the Receipt jof fiuh^ Writ 

and IVriu \ which the faid Mayors Sbeniffs^ and 

Officers refpeBively ari to make Puhludiion of^'ea^ 

of the certain Day for fuch B legions to "he piadr in 

the faid City^ TorvHy or Piaee afarejkidy and. to 

eau/e EleSiions to he mad* accordingly. 

All. ThatattheDayand Place'^ofEieili^nsyibe 
Sheriff of each County ^ and the fmd Mayors ^\^^ 
^riffs^ Bailiffs^ and other Head-Offihers within their 
Cities^ Townsy Boroughs^ and Places reffe^yefy^ 
fi>all take View ef the faid EU£lionsy and Jhkll ikakt 
Return into the Chancery within twealy Days after 
the faid EleSieuSy of the Ptrfins eleSted by ihs greats 
er Number of Ele£iors^ under their Hands and Seals^ 
between him on the one Party and the EleSars^m the 
other Part ; . wherein Jhali be antained. Thai- the 
Perfms elected Jhali not have Power to alter the^Go^ 
n/omment as it is hereby fettled in one Jingle Perfm 
and a Parliament, 

XIII. That the Sheriffs who JhaU wittingly and 
. willingly make anyfal/e Return^ or negle& his Duty^ 
Jhall incur the Penalty of 2000. MarJ^s of lawful' 
EngVitti Moneys the one Moiety to tA/ LerdProiet" 
tory and the other Moiety tqfuch Per f on as wilifiu 
for the Jamei 

XI V\ That all and every Perfon and Perfonsy who 
have aidedy advifedy afjijled^ or abetiid in amy War 
againft the Parliament y fince the Jirfl Day «^ Janu- 
ary, 1 641, (unlefi they have been fince in the Ser- 
vice of the Parliament^ and given fignalTeflitnony 
jof their good AffeQion therennio) Jhall be diftMal 
and untapabU to be. eleShd^ or to^ give any Votiia 
the Ele£iionofany Members boferve injhe next Par^- 
Jiamontj > er in the^ three futfceedir^ Triennial FarUr 
amentf* • . • , s - . * 

■.'... XV. 
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XV. That ail fuch^^'wh^^ bmfidMfid^ ^afjifted^ loter-regnuoi, 
or abetted the RehelUon o/Irehtnd, fiaii be difabled '^53- 
nnd uncapabie fer ever t» be eJeStedy or give any Fcti 
m the Election ef any Member t^ ferve in Parlia* 
faent ; as alio allfuch who do orfitall profefs the Ro^ 
han Catholick Religion, • \ 

XVI. That all Votes and EleSiions- given or mads 
contrary^ or not according to, tbefe Ratifications^ 
Jhall be nuli and voidc And if any Perfon^ who if 
-^fereby madevncapable^^ Jhall give his Vote for Elec-* 
Hon of Jfiembers to ferve in Parliament^ juch Per^ 
f on jhall lofe and forfeit one full Tear's Value of his 
ml Eftate^ and one full third Part of his Perfonal 
Efiete ; one Moiety thereof to the Lord Prote^or^ 
and the other Moiety to him or them who jhall fue for 
the fame* 

' XVII. That the Perfom who jhall be ele^ed.to 
ferve in Parliament^ jhall befuch (and no other than 
Jitcb) as are Perjons ef known Integrity ^fearing God^ 
and of good Converjation^ and being of the Age of 
fwenty-one Tears. 

XVIIL That all and every Perfon and Perfons 
fei%ed'orfojff'effed to his own JJfe^ of any EJlate real 
or perfonaly to the Value ^ 200 1. and not within 
the aforefaid Exceptions^ jhall be capable to ele^ Mem^ 
hers to ferve in Parliament for Counties. 
. XIX. That the Chancellor^ Keeper, or Commif 
fioners of the Great Sealy jhall bejwom before they 
enter into their Offices, truly and faithfully to if/see 
forth, and fend abroad, Writs of Summons to Par^ 
liament, at the Times and in the Manner before ex^ 
prejfed: And in cafe ofNegle^ or FeUlure to iffue and 
fend abroad Writs accordingly, he or they jhall for 
0uery fucb Offence be guiby of 'Uigh-T'reafotL^ and 
fi^er the Pains and Penalties thereof 

XX. That i» cafe Writs be noi iffked outf as is 
Ifefore expreffedy but that there he a Negle^ therein^ 
fifteen Days after the Time whetein the fame ought 
to be iffued out by the Chancellor, Keeper^ or Contr 
miffitnuers of the Great Seal-y that then the Pariia^ 
ment Jhall, as often as fuch Failure jhall happen, afr- 
femble and be held at Wcftminfter, in the ufual 

Place, 
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lytcr-rtgnum. Place ^ at the Tifpes prefix' 4^ in M^^^^r and by ihe 
'^ 53'^ Means hereafter fxprejs^d'^ that is tofay^ That the 

^^'^^^^T^ Siberiffsofthefiveralandrefp^^iveCaunties^ She^ 
'^^ ' rijB^doms^ Cities^ Boroughs^ a^d Places aforefaid^ 
within Kngiand, Wales., Scotland, and Ireland, 
the Chancellor^ Majiersy and Scholars of the Uni^ 
verfities of Oxford an4 Cambridge, and the Mayor 
i^nd Bailiffs of the Borough <?/ Berwick i^/i5« Tweed, 
4ind other the Places af ore/aid refpe£lively^ Jhall at 
ihe feveral Courts and Places to he appointed as a- 
forefaidy within thirty Days after the Jaid fifteen 
Daysy caufe fuch Members to he chofenfor their f aid 
feveral and refpe£tive Counties^ Sheriffdoms^ Uni- 
verfitiesy Cities y Boroughsy an4 Places afarefaid^ ^ 
fuch PerfonSy and in fuch Manpery as if feveral and 
' refpeSiive PVrits of Summons to Parliament under th^ 
Great Seal had ijfued, and keen awarded according to 
the Tenor above faid : That if the Sheriffy or other 
Perfons authari^iedy fi)all negUSt his or their Duty 
kereiny that all and every fuch Sheriff and Perfon 
authorized as aforefaidy fo neglecting his ^r their 
Dutyy Jhally for every fUch Offence y .be guilty of 
High TreafoHy and Jl)all fuffer the Pains and Penal- 
ties thereof J 

XXI. That the Ckrky caWd the Clerk of the ^ 
Commonwealth in Char^cery for ihe Time beingy and 
all others y who Jhall afterwards execute that Offcey 
to wham the Returns Jhall be-madey Jhall for the next 
Parliament y -and ihe two fucceeding Triennial Par^ 
liameniSy the next Day aft^r fuch Return^ certify 
the Names iof the feveral Perfons fo returnedy and 
ef the Places for which h^ anil they, were chpfen re- 
jpe^ivelyy unto the Council % who Jhall perufe the 
faid ReturnSy and ^xamin/e whether the Perfons fq 
eleSfedMnd returned be fuch as is agreeable to the 
^alificatioMSy and not difailed to he elected: And 
that every. Perfon and Perfons being fo duly ele^edj 
and being approved of by the mapr Part offhe Coun- 
cil to be Perfons ngt difabledy but qualified as afore- 
faidy fiall be efieemed a Member of Parliament y ^a^ 
be adn^itted to fit iii Parliamenty and not otherr> 
wife. 

xxii; 



Digitized by Google 



Pccember. 



Of ENGLAND. 257 

XXII. That the Perfons fo chofen and aJfemhUd Intcr-rcgnuiti 
in Manner aforefaid^ or any fixty of them ^ jhallhe^ ^^53« 
and he deemed the Parliament c/'England, Scotland, 
and Ireland ; and the Supreme Legijlative PotXjer to 
be and refide in the Lord Prote^or and fuch Parlia* 
mknt^ in Manner herein exprefs'd: 

XXIII. That the' Lord ProteSfor^ with the Ad^ 
vice of the major Part of the Council^ Jhall at any 
other Time than is before exprefs^dy when the Necef- 
fities ^f the State Jhall require it^ fummon Parlia^ 

ments in Manner before exprefs dy which Jhall not 
be adjourned^ prorogued^ or dijfolved without their 
own Confent^ during the fir fi three Months of their 
Sitting. And in cafe of future War with any fo-- 
reign State, a Parliament Jhall be forthwith fum- 
moned for their Advice concerning the fame • 

XXIV. That all Bills agreed unto by the Parli- 
ament, Jhall be presented to the Lord Protestor for 
his Confent ; and tn cafe he Jhall not give his Con- 
fent thereto, within twenty Days after they Jhall be 
prefented to him, or give Satisfaction to the Parlia- 
ment within the Time limited", that then, upon De- 
claration of the Parliament that the Lord Protec- 
tor hath not confented nor given SatisfaSlion, fuch 
Bills Jhall pafs into, and become. Laws, although he 
Jhall not give his Confent thereunto j provided fuch 

Bills contain nothing in them contrary to the Matters 
contained in thefe Prefents, 

XXV. That Henry Lawrence, Efq-^ &c. [whofe 
Names are before-mention'd at p. 247.] or any f even 
of them, Jhall be a Council for the Purpofes exprefs'd 
tn this Writing ; and upon the Death or other Re- 
moval of any of them, the Parliament Jhall nominate 
fix Perfons of Ability, Integrity, and fearing God^ 
for every one that is dead or removed*, out of which 
the major Part of the Council Jhall eleSl two, and 
prefent them to the Lord Protestor, of which he 

. Jhall ele^ one : And in cafe the Parliament Jhall not 
nominate within twenty Days after Notice given un- 
to them thereof, the major Part of the Council Jhall 
nominate three as aforefaia to the Lord Protectory 
who out of them Jhall fupply the Vacancy : And un- 
VoL* XX. R till 
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^.^S'"'**"""* t'^'l this Choice be madcy the remaining Part of the 
^ ^ ^i* Council fl)all execute as fully in all Things^ as if 
December. ^^^'^ Number were fulL ' And in cafe of Corruption^ 
or other Mifcarriage in any of the Council in their 
Trujf, the Parliament Jkall appoint feven of their 
Number y and the Council Jix^ who, together with' 
the Lord Chancellory Lord Keeper j or Commiffion- 
ers of the Great Seal for the Jime beings Jhall have 
Power* to hear and determine fuch Corruption and 
Mifcarriage y and to award and infiSi Punijhmenty 
as the Nature of the Offence fi>aU deferve ; which 
Punijhment Jhall not be pardoned or remitted by the 
Lord Protestor : Andy in the Interval of Parlia- 
ments^ the major Part of theCouncily with the Con- 
fent of the Lord ProteSfor^ w^, for Corruptiony or 
other Mifcarriage af aforefaid^ jufpend any of their 
Number from the Exercije of their Trufiy if they 
Jhall find it juft^ untill the Matter fi>all b^ heard 
and examined as aforefaid, 

XX VI. That the Lord Prote^or and the major 
. Part of the Council aforefaid may^ at any Time be^ 
fore the Meeting of the next ParUamenty odd to the 
Council fuch Perfons as they fl^all think fit \ provided 
the Number of the Council be not made thereby to ex- 
ceed twenty-one y and the Quorum to be proportioned 
aceordingly by the Lord Protestor and the ^major Pati 
if the CaunciL 

XXVII. That a confiant yearly Revenue Jhall bi 
raifedy fettled^ and eff obliged for maintaining of 
• 10,000 Horfe and Dragoons^ and 20,00O Footy irp 
England, Scotland, <?»</ Ireland, /^r thel>efenc€ and 
Security thereof^ and alfo for a convenient Number of 
Ships for guarding of the Seas\ hefides 200',oooL 
per Ana. for defraying the other necejary Charges of 
AdmimJ^ratim of "Jt^ke^ and other Expenses of the 
Gffvxrnment ; which Revenue Jkall he raifed by th€ ♦ 
Cti/loms^ and fuch other' Ways and Means as Jhall 
he agreed upon By the Lord Pfote^or and the Council y 
. and Jhall not be taken away or diminijh^dy nor tho ' 
Way agreed upon for raifmg the fame altered^ but 
by the Confint of the Lord Pvote&^r and the Parli* 
amtnU 

. XXVIIl 
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XX'VIII. That the faid yearly Revenue Jhall be Inter-rcgnum. 
paid into the public kTreaJury ^ and jjhall be ijjued 16^3.- . 
out for the Ufes aforefaid, d'^^Tc 

XXIX. That in cafe there Jhall not he Caufe here- 
after to keep up fo great a Defence both at Land orS£ay 
hut that there be an Abatement made thereof^ the Mo- 
'- ney which will be faved thereby^ Jhall remain in Bank 
far the public Service^ and not be employed to any 
other life but by Confent of Parliament ; br^ in the 
Intervals of Parliament^ by the Lord ProteSfor and 
major Part of the Council, 

XXX'. That the raijing of Money for defraying- 
the Charge of the prefent extraordinary Forces^ both 
at Sea and Landj in refpefl of the prefent Wars^ 
Jhall be by Confent of Parliament^ and not otherwife : 
Save only that the^Lord ProteSfor^ with the Conjent 
of the major Part of the Council^ for preventing the 
Diforders and Dangers which might otherwife fall 
out both by Sea and Land^ Jhall have Power ^ untill 
the Meeting of the JirJl Parliament^ to raife Mo- 
ney for the Purpofes afcrefaid\ and alfo to make 
Laws and Ordinances for the Peace and Iff elf are of 
thefe Nations^ where it fiall he neceffary\ which' 
Jhall be binding and in Force^ untill Order Jhall be 
taken in Parliament concerning the fame, 

XXXI. That the Landsy Tenements^ Rents^ Roy- 
altiesy yurifdi^ions and Hereditaments which re- 
main yet unjoldy or undifpofed of^ by A£f or Ordinance 
of Parliament y belonging to the Commonwealth^ (ex- 
cept the Fore/is and Chafes^ and the Honours and 
Manors belonging to the fame ; the Lands of the , 
Rebels in Ireland, lying in the four Counties of 
I>ubHn, Cork, Kildare, tf»^/Catherlaugh ; the Lands 
forfeited by the People of Scotland in the late Wars ; 
and alfo the Lands of PapiJis and Delinquents ift 
England who have not yet compounded) Jhall be vejt- 
ed in the Lord Prote5tor\ to hold^ to him and his 
Succeffors Lords ProteSfcfrs of thefe Natibns\ ani 
Jhaltnot he alienated but by Confent in Parliaments 
And all Debts y Fine 5^ JJp*^Sj Amlerciaments^ Penal- 
fiif and Profits^ certain and cafual^ due to the Keep*' 
/trs of the Ljberties of Enghnd by Authority ofPar- 
R ^ liament 
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Uamtnty Jhall he due to the Lord ProteSfor^ and k 
prayabU into his public Receipty and Jhall be reco^ ^ 
vered and profecuted in his Name. 

XXXII. That the Office of Lord ProteSfor over- 
thefe Nations Jhall be ele£iive and not hereditary ; 
and upon the Death of the Lord Proteifor^ another 
Jit P erf on Jhall be forthwith elected to fucceed him 
in the Government ; which Election Jhall be by the 
Council^ who, immediately upon the Death of the 
Lord Prote^or^ Jhall ajfemble in the Chamber where 
they ufually fit in Council \ andj having given Notice 
to all theirMembers of the Caufe of their ajfemblingy 
Jhall, heing thirteen at leaji prefenty proceed to the 
EleSfion \ andy before they depart the faid Chamber^ 
Jhall ele^ a fit P erf on to> fucceed in the Government ^ 
and forthwith caufe Proclamation thereof to be 
made in all the three Nations as Jhall be requifite :- 
Jnd the P erf on that they, or the major Part of them^ 
fijall ele£l as aforefaidy Jhall he, and Jhall he taken 
to hcy Lord Protehor over thefe Nations of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and the Dominions thereto 
belonging. Provided that none of the Children of 
the late King, nor any of his Line or Family y be 
ele£fed to be Lord ProteSlor or other Chief Magi- 
Jlrate over thefe NationSy or any the Dominions 
thereto belonging. Anduntill the aforefaid Election, 
be paft^ the Council Jhall take Care of the Govern- 
menty and adminijier in till Things as fully as the 
Lord Protectory or the Lord Proie^or and Council 
are enabled to do*. 

XXXIli. That Oliver Cromwell, Captain-Ge- 
neral of the Forces of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, Jhfill bey and is hereby declared to bey Lord Pro* 
teSior of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
tf«^. Ireland, and the Dominiorts thereto belonging^ 
for his Life, 

XXXIV. That the Chancellory Keeper, or Com* 
mijfioners of the Great Sealy the Treafurer, Admiraly 
Chief Governors of Ireland tf«<s? Scotland, and the 
Chief Jufiices of both the Benches y Jhall be chofen 
by the Jppr^ibation of Parliament ; andy in the In^ 
Urvals of Parliament, by the Approbation of the 

majos^ 
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whajor Part: of the Council^ to be ^afterwards appro- Intar-regnum. 
'^ed hy the Parliament. ^^53- 

XXXV. That the Chriflian Religion^as contained 
in the Scriptures^ be held forth and recommended as 
jhe public Profejjion of thefe Nations ; and that^ as 
foon as may be^ a Provijion^ lefs fubjeSf to Scruple 

and Contention^ and more certain than the prefent^ 
be made for the Encouragement and Maintenance 
of able and painful Teachers^ for inflruSiing the 
People y and for Difcovery and Confutation of Errorj 
■Herefyj and whatever is contrary to found DoSfrine: 
And that untill fuch Provijion be made^ the prefent 
Maintenance Jhall not be taken away nor impeached^ 

XXXVI. That to the public Profejton held forth 
none Jhall be compelled by Penalties or otherwife^ 
but that Endeavours be ufed to win them by found 
DoSlriney and the Example of a good Converfation^ 

XXXVII. That fuch as profefs Faith in God by 
Jefu3 Chrift, (though differing iu Judgment from 
the DoSirine^ Wofjhip^ or Difcipline publickly heli 
forth) Jhall not be rejirainedfrom^ but Jhall he pro- 
tested in^ the Profeffion of the Faithy and Exercife 
of their Religion ; fo as they abufe not this Liberty 
to the Civil Injury of others j and to the actual Di- 

Jlurhance of the Public Peace on their Parts : Pro- 
vided this Liberty be not extended to Popery nor 
Prelacy, nor to fuch asy under the Profejjion of 
Chrrft, hold forth and prafiife Liceniioufnefs. 

XXXVIII. That all Laws, Statutes y andOrdi- 
nancesy and Claufes in any Law^ Statute y or Ordi- 
nance to the contrary of the aforefaid Liberty y Jhall 
he ejleemed as null and void, 

XXXIX. That the ASts and Ordinances of Par- 
liamenty made for the Sale or other Difpojition of 
the^ Lands y Rents y and Hereditaments of the lateKingy 
^ueeny and Prince y of Archhijhops and Bijhopsy &c. 
Deans and Chapters y the Lands of Delinquents y and 
Forejl Lands y or any of themy or of any other Lands y 
Tenements y Rents y and Hereditaments belonging to 
jhe Commonwealth y Jhall nowife be impeach* d or made 
dnvalidy but (hall remain good and firm ; and that . 
tthe Securities given by A£l and Ordinance of Par- 

, . R 3 liament 
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Inf«r.rrgnQRi. liamtnt for any Sum or Sums cf Moneyy by any of 
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the /aid Lands, the Excife^ or by any otijer public 
Revenue ; and alfo the Securities given by the pub- 
lic Faith of the Nation^' and the Engagement of the 
public Failhfor Satisfaction of Debts and Damages ^ 
jhnll remain firm and goody and not be made void 
and invalid upon any Pretence whatfoever. 

XL. That the Articles given to, or made with^ 
/^v Enemy, and afterwards confirmed by Parliament y 
/hall be performed and made good to the Perfons con- 
cerned therein : And that Juch Appeals as were di^ 
fending in the lafi Parliament ^ for Relief concern- 
ing Bills of Sale of Delinquents EJlates^ may be 
heard ani-f detet mined the next Parliament ^ any Thing 
in this IVritingy or- otherwijcy to the contrary notr 
tuith/landing. 

XLI. That e%)ery fuccejftve Lord Protestor over 
fhefe Nations Jhall take and fubfcribe a folemn 
Outh^ in the Prefence of the Council^ and fuch others 
as they JJmll call to them^ that he ivill feek the Peace j 
^iiet^ and Welfare of thefe Nations^ caufe Law 
and fufl'rce to be equally adminifier'd \ and that he 
will not violate or infringe the Matters and Things 
contained in this Writing 5 andy in all other Things^ 
iriily to his Power ^ and to the beft of his Underfiand- 
if?g^ govern tl eje Nations according to the Lawsy 
Statutes y and Cufioms thereof 

XLII. Tlatjach Perfon of the Council Jhall y be- 
fore they enter upon their Trujiy take and fubfcribe 
an Omby that they will be true and faithful in their 
TrujU according to the beji of their Knowledge ; 
iit'd tirJ in the Election of every fuccejjive Lord 
PrctP^oi\ they Jhall proceed therein impartially ^ ohd 
do yicthinr therein for any Promifcj Pear^ Favour^ 
or Kcw.ird. 

Altm reading the foregoing Inflrument of Go- 
vcrnmcm., the Lord Cominiflioner Lifle prefented 
the Yoww oi yn Oath, engrofled on Parchment, to 
be taken by the Lord Protedor: During the read- 
ing of which his Excellency held up, his Right 
Hand, and lifted up his Eyes to Heaven with great 
Solemnity and Devotion, and then fubfcribed the 

fame 
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^ame in the F^ce of the Court ; which Oath was inter^fegiiu«. 
as follows : *^53' 

•* T T TH&reas the major Part of the laft Parlia-. December. 

* VV merit (judging that their fitting any 

* longer, as then conftituted, would not be for the Which he fwcaw 
' Good of this Commonwealth) did diffolve the^° ""^^"^^ 

* fame ; and, by a Writing under their Hands, da- 

* ted the I2th Day of this inftant December^ refign- 

* ed unto me their Powers and Authorities ; and 

* whereas it was neceflary thereupon, that fome 

* fpecdy Courfe fliodd be taken for the Settlement 

* of thefe Nations upon fuch a Bafis and Founda- 

* tion as, by the Blefling of God, might be laft- 
^ ing, fecure Property, and anfwer thofe great 

* Ends of. Religion and Liberty fo long contended 

* for : And, upon full and mature Confideration 
^ bad of the Form of Government hereunto an- 

* nexed, being fatisfied that the fame, thro' the 

* Divine Afliftance, may anfwer the Ends afore- 

* mentioned ; and having alfo been defired, and ad- 

* vifed,* as well by feveral Perfons of Intereft and 

* Fidelity in this Commonwealth, as the Officers 

* of the Army, to take upon me the Protedion and 

* Government of thefe Nations in the Manner ex- 

* prefs'd in the faid Form of Government, I have 

* accepted thereof, and do hereby declare my Ac- 

* ceptance accordingly ; and I do promife, in the 

* Prefence of God, that I will not violate or in- 

* fringe the Matters and Things contained therein ; 

* but, to my Power, obferve the fame, and caufe 

* them to be obferved ; and fhall, in all other 

* Things, to the beft of my Underftai^ding, go- 

* vera thefe Nations according to the Laws, Sta- 

* tutes, and Cuftoms thereof; feeking their Peace, 

* and cauftng Juftice and Law to be equally ad- 

* ipinifter'd/ ^ CROMWELL. 

To this Oath was fubjoined the following Me-- 
tnorandum : 

Oliver Cromwell, Captain-General of all the 
Forces of this Commonwealth^ and now declared ^ 

Lord 
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Inter-re^um. L^rd Prote£ior thereof^ didy this l6th Day 0/ Dc- 
^^II cembcr, i(>S3^J^£^ ^^" U^ritingy and folemnly pro- 

^^2^^ fniffj as is therein contained^ in Prefence of the 
Lords CommiJJioners of the Great Seal of England, 
who adminiflered the fame Oath ^ and of the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, divers 
of the Judges of the Landy the Officers of State and 
jtrmyy and many other Perfons of ^ality. 

After the Lord ProtcSor had taken the forego- 
ing Oath, Major- General Lambert y kneeling, pre- 
fented him with a Sword in the Scabbard, repre- 
fenting the Civil Sword, which his Excellency ac- 
cepting put off his own ; thereby to intimate that 
he would no longer rule by the Military one. 
Then the Lords Commiifioners of the Great Seal,- 
the Judges and Officers of the Army, invited him 
to take rofleffion of the Chair of State, as Lord 
ProtedoT oiEnglandy Scotlandy and Ireland^ which 
he did ; and fat down with his Head covered, ha- 
ving a Gold Hatband about his Hat, the Court 
continuing all bare. Then the Lords Commif- 
iloners delivered up to him the Purfe and Seals, and 
the Lord Mayor of London his Sword, which were 
prefently delivered to them back again by his Hi^- 
nefs, with an Exhortation to ufe them well ; and 
then, after a Salute, the Court rofe, and the Pro- 
ceffion returned in the following Manner: 

Firft came the Aldermen and the Members 
of the Council, from the Court of Chancery te 
fVeJlminfter-Hall Gate ; next after them the 
Judges; then came the Commiffioners of the 
Great Seal, one of them bearing the Purfe and 
Seals : Thefe were followed by the Life-Guard, 
and four Serjeants at Arms carrying the Maces be- 
longing to the City of London^ the Court of Chan- 
cery, the Council, and the Parliament. The Lord 
Mayor went next before his Highnefs with the 
Sword, and the Officers of the Army about his 
Perfon, to the Hall-Gate, where they took Coach, 
and returned to ff^hitehall\ the Lord Mayor riding 
bare-headed, and carrying the Sword in the Boot 
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©f the Coach with the Lord Proteftor, amidfl: the inter-rcgnum. 
great Acclamations and Shoutings of the People 1653. 
all along the Streets as they paffed. *^ — -v-*— ' 

His Highnefs with his Attendants being returned December. 
to the Banquetting-Houfe at Whitehall^ they had 
an Exhortation made to them there by Mr. Lockier^ 
Chaplain to his Highnefs; which being ended, the 
Company were difmifled with three Vollies of Shot 
by the Soldiery, between Four and Five at Night. 

The new Proteftor being thus fully eftablrflied 
in his Sovereignty, took upon him great State; and 
had all the Ceremonies and Refpe<3: paid to him, 
by all Sorts of Men, that was ever done to a 
Crowned Head. On the 19th of this Month he 
was proclaimed by Sound of Trumpet, in the Pa- 
lace-Yard Wejiminfter, at the Old Exchange^ and 
fcveral other Places in London ; divers of the Coun- 
cil of State, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen in their 
Robes, the Serjeants at Arms, and the Heralds, 
attending. The fame was done afterwards through 
every City and County in England. 

The firft Aft of State the Proteftor did, was Ordinances paf- 
publifhing a Proclamation on the 21ft, for all Per-^^^ ^;n'*'^^"I'* 

5, ° • . , . f^^ .|i 1 • TT« 1 /• » Protettor and 

ions to continue m their Offices till his Kighncfs Shis Council. 
further Pleafure. Next he and his Council took 
upon them to pafs feveral Ordinances, which were 
to be equal in Force with former Ads till the Meet- 
ing of a Parliament. 

• The moft material of thofe paffed this Month 
were. For Continuance of the Excife : For chan- 
ging the Words The Keepers of the Liberty of Eng- 
land by Authority of Parliament j into thofe of, 
The Lord Protestor of the Commonwealth of JEng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, and the Dominions 
thereto belongings in all Courts of Law, Juftice, 
or Equity, and in all Writs, Grants, Patents, 
CommiiHons, Indiflments, l^c, Alfo for the Pro- 
bate of Wills and granting of Adminiftrations. 
This Month concluded with a folemn Day of 
Humiliation, to feek the Lord for a Bleffing upon 
th« new Government. 
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Inier-rcgnum. January. The firft Thing we find done this 
i6;3. Month, was a^ Order for printing and publifhing; 

^^•^'^"ST"^ the Inftrument of Government, together with the 
January, jr^,,.^^ ^f ^^ Oath the Proteftor had publickly ta- 
ken, for the View of all Perfons. 

Next, as the Cuftom ever had been, and perhaps 
ever will be, to court the Rifing Sun, Addrefles 
were prefented to the new Lord Proteftor, ac- 
knowledging the Neceflity of his Office, with the 
juft Foundation of his Government, and promi- 
fing all dutiful Obedience thereto : Of thefe wc 
Ihall give a Specimen. 

The Officers of the Army had fufficiently fhewn 
their Attachment to the new Plan of Power, by 
the Share they had in the Contrivance of it : The 
City of London y and the Sages of the Law, by the 
Part they a£led at the Proteftor's InaJguration: 
And the Fleet were no lefs forward to teilify their 
Allegiance to their new Sovereign, as appears by 
the following Addrefs : 

To his Highneh the Lord Protector of tl^e 
Commonwealth £/*England, Scotland, i?«^/Iieland, 

Tl)e Declaration with the Humble Address 
of the Generals and the feveral Commanders cf 
the Fleet y by them fever ally Juhfcribedy 

Humbly Jheweth^ 

An Addreff to * rX^HAT thefe Nations of Scotland^ England^ 
him from t*^ * X and Ireland y have been for fome Years 
'^**'* * like the Bufli which burned, but is not confumed : 

* And tho' the Nations round about us ftand ga- 

* zing on to fee us made a Defolation, as well as 

* a Hiffing unto them; yet we are hitherto, by the 

* mighty Power of the Lord, and his wonderful 

* Outgoings amongft us, made rather an Aftonifti- 

* ment in our Prefervation, than a Reproach by our 

* Ruin and Devaftation. 

* In which great Work of the Lord we ackuow- 

* ledge, with Thankfulnefs, your Highnefs hath 

* been a glorious Inftrument i and hgith undergone ^ 

• many 
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* many Hardfhips and Hazard of ajl .that was j^nur'tc;;nuir. 

* near and dear unto you, even to Life itfelf ; and '^5'?' 

* underftanding that, by Providence, your High- ^^T"'^^'^'^^*''^ 

* nefs is intruded with, and hath accepted of, tlie J*'**^^'J" 

* Protedlion of this Com.mon.weaUh in the Govern - 

* ment thereof : 

* W<K are in Hopes that the Lord intends a Set- 

* tlement of Peace to thefe poor diftra^led Nations; 

* and ,that ourfelyes, with all the Peopje of the 
' Lord, ihajl enjoy and .partake of the ianie under 

* your Highnefs's Pj.oteSian, accprdijig to the 

* Rule of the Lord '^efm ; and therefore we have 

* thought it meqeflary) and a. Duty incumbent 

* on us, to declare that we ihall willingly be obe- 
' diqnt and faithful to your High nefs, in pterform- 

* ance of your great Truft; and alfo in the utmoft 

* Hazard of our Lives, with what elfe is near and 

* dear unto us, be ferviceabje iu>to you, in the 
^ Station the Lord hath placed you, againft yours 

* and the Commonwealth's Enemies, in our feve« 

* r.al Places and Capacities during our Employ- 

* ments. 

* And having had good Teftimony of your 8;reat 

* AfFe£tion an3 yearning Bowels after the Weal 

* of God's People, we are embolden'd and encou- 

* raged, in all Humility, to make this foUov/ing 

* Addrefs : 

' That your Highnefs will be pleafed to have a 
' more fpccial Eye of Favour unto them above all 

* others, in regard they are near and dear unto him 

* who is the Lord of Lords and King of Kings, 

* even our Lord Jefus^ for which Caufe he is not 

* afliamed to call them Brethren ; and we do hum- 

* hly apprehend that their Privileges .will be your 

* Privilege; and to account of them as of your 

* greateft jewels, will doubtlefs turn to your great 

* Advantage : And hereby you will, for Time 

* to come, not only engage their Hearts .unto you, 

* who, in Times paft, have not ftood at a Diftance 

* from you, but your Highnefs will alfo engage the 

* Lord Jehovah^ your and their Father, to be a 
^ Refuge, Shield and Defence unto you, as well as 

*'an 
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'"^6^?*"*' * an cverlafting Reft for you, when all the Storms 
^^^-_f * of this Commonwealth (hall ceafe; which is, and 
January, ' ihall be, the unfeign'd Prayers of 

Tour Highnejs^s moft humble 

And faithful Servants. 

Thus far it appears that bur new Lord Prote6ter 
was recognized by the City of London^ by the 
His Adv nee- J"^S^^ ®^ ^^® Land, by the Army and the Fleet ; 
xnenttothcPro-nor was his Highnefs lefs refpeded by foreiga 
teftoratc recog- Princcs and States. It has been already obferv'd « 
wMdby Foicignthat the Spanijh Ambaflador, Don Jionfe de Car- 
denasy was the firft public Minifter that acknow- 
ledged the Commonwealth after the Death of the 
late King, and he was alfo the firft that made his 
Court to the Lord Protedor. When this Mini- 
ftcr was introduced to an Audience of his High- 
nefs, he not only congratulated his Acceflion to the 
Government, exprefled the great Satisfadion his 
Mafter had therein, and alTured him of the true and 
conftant Friendfliip of Spain in the Condition he 
then flood ; but alfo declared, if the Lord Protedor 
would take the Crown of England upon him, his 
Catholic Majefty would venture his own in De- 
fence of fuch an Attempt, with msny other Ex- 
preifions of Refpedl: and Good -will : But to all 
thefe Profeffions the Prote£tor was wife enough to 
return no more than a civil and general Anfwer, 
declaring his grateful Refentment of fo generous 
an Offer ; and his Readinefs to confult with his 
Excellency upon the beft Means t6 continue and 
improve the Friendfhip between the two States *. 

The next foreign Minifter was that oi Portugal: 
He was foon afterwards followed by France^ and 
the other Princes and States of Europe^ who vyed 

with 

S In our 19th Volume, p. 88. 

b See Mr, Tburioe's Account of the Negotiations between Eng' 
' C^tfnJ, France, and Spain, from the Time of Oli'ver Cremwe/fs af" 

^ming the Government to the Reftoratioo^ in the firft Volume of 
hh Statt Papers, ]^, J S^* ^-^^ 
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tvith each other which fhould have the greateft Intcr-rcgnum* 
Share in the Favour of the new Governor of Eng- ^^53- 

land^ whofe Authority now feem'd to be fettled ^T[]^^^7*^ 
upon an unalterable Foundation. 

The late Convention had ordered in a Bill for 
redreffing the Abufe of pleading a Refufal to take 
the Engagement to be true to a Commonwealth 
Government, in Bar of Suits in Courts of Law 
and Equity : But the Prote£lor and his Council 
(partly, perhaps, to ingratiate himfelf with the 
Friends of Monarchy, or rather to pave the Way 
for his. own Government of the Nation as a King, 
though under another Title) made an Ordinance 
for entirely annulling that pafs'd by the Long Par- 
liament, m' January ^ib^()y for taking the Engage- 
ment. The Preamble to this Aft of Repeal, 
which is too remarkable to be omitted, was ex- 
prefs'd in the following Terms : 

^ Whereas many general and promiflbry Oaths ThcEngagaaeat 

* and Engagements, in former Times impofed up-'^^**** 

* on the People of this Nation, have proved Bur- 

* dens and Snares to tender Confciences ; and yet 

* have been exafted under feveral Penalties, For- 

* feitures, and LofTes ; Upon Confideration there- 
• * of, and out of a Tendernefs of requiring fucb 

* Obligations, be it ordained, &ff.* 

Another Ordinance, well worth ourNotice,was An Ordinance^ 
alfo pafs'd, declaring what Offences fliould be ad- declaring what 
judg'd HighTreafon againft the new Government. ^J^'^f^^^ 
Hereby it was enabled, * That if any Perfon fhould Treafon. 
compafs orimagine the Death of theLordProte£J:or; 
or malicioufly or advifedly, by writing, printing, 
openly declaring, preaching, teaching, or otherwife 
publifii, that the Lord Protedor and the People in 
Parliament affembled are not the Supreme Autho- 
rity of this Commonwealth ; or that the Exercife 
of the Chief Magiftracy and Adminiftration of the 
Government, is not in the Lord Proteftor aflifted 
with a Council ; or that the faid Government \% 
tyrannical, ufurped, or unlawful ; or that there is 
any Parliament now in being, or that hath any 

Covkr 
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jnter-rcgnum. Continuance ; or any Law in Force for continuing 

^ '^ ^3', the Parliament, which is hereby declared to have 

T^^^j^'***' been abiblutely diflblved on the 20th of Aprils 165J; 

* or rbould plot or endeavour to' raife Force againft 

rhe Protector or the prefent Government, or for the 

Suh^ erfion or Alteration of the fame, and ftould 

declare fuch Endeavour by any open Deed : Every 

fuch Offence fhoirld be adjudged High Treafon. 

* ]f any Perfon (not being an Officer, Soldier, 
of Member of the Army) fhould plot or endeavour 
to Itir up Mutiny therein ; or to withdraw any Sol- 
diers or Officers from their Obedience to their fu- 
perlor Officers, or from the prefent Government ; 
or procure, invite, or affift any Foreigners to invadd 
Ryigland^ S cot land y Ire land ^ iffc. or adhere to any 
Forces raifed by the Enemies of thisr Common- 
vrcakh ; or plot or endenv^our the betraying orfur- 
lendering df any City, Town, Fort, Magazine*, Ship^ 
Vellel, or Forces by Sea or Land belonging to this' 
Con'^^iiion wealth; or coOnferfeit the Great Seal of 
EiivLmd^ Scothndy or Ireland^ or the Sign M'anual 
or Privy Seal of the Lord Pf6teftor; or ftiould pro- 
claim', declare, publifli, or any Way promote, 
Charles Stuart y fames Stuarty Of any of the Pofte- 
rity of the late King, or any Perfon claiming un- 
der him, or either of them, to be King of England^ 
. Scotlandy or Ireland \ or hold any Intelligence with 
the faid Charles Stuarty James Stuarty the late 
Qiieen' therr Mother, of any of them ; or coun- 
terfeit the Money of this Commonwealth, or im- 
port falfe Money in Imitation thereof, kno'v^ing 
the fame to be fo ; of counterfeit ^ny foreign Coin 
Current in this Commonwealth, or import any 
fuch, knowing it to be falfe ; or diminifh the Mo- 
ney of this Commonwealth, or the Coin of any 
other Country current therein : All fach OfFence? 
were declared High Treafon ; but "not to create 
any Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture of Dt>wcr/ 
li Was alfo ordain'd, * That rio Offence what- 
foever fhould be thereafter deem'd High Treafon, 
except thoff above-recited ; and all rrofecutions' 
tb be commenced within one Year after the Com- 

miffion 
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mifBon of each Offence. But it Was provided that Intcr-regnum, 
all the Penal Laws againft Papifts, made in the 1653. 
Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James^ fliould ^— '^r•-**^ 
ftlH continue in Force/ , ^^^^"^^• 

Fehfuttfy, This Month began with an Aft of T4ic Lord Pro- 
Feftivity. The Lord Mayor and Aldermen oiLon- tcftor dines with 
don having invited the Lord Protcdor arid hiSg,;^ citiaxns^of 
Council to dine with them at Grocers- Hall : OnLondoan . 
the 8th, being AJh-Wednefday^ and the Day ap- 
pointed for that Purpofe, his Highnefs, attended 
. by his Council and the principal Officers of the Ar- 
jnyy with his own Life- Guard and many Perfons 
of Quality, came in great State to Temple- Bar ^ 
about Noon ;- where the Lord Mayor artd Alder- 
men waited for him*. The Lord Mayor, advan- 
cing uf> ta the Lord Proteftor's Coach of State, 
prefenfed to him the City Sword > which his High- 
nefs having inftantly returned, the Recorder, Mr, 
Suete^ made him: the Complements of the City in 
the following Speech **: 

'May it pleafe your Highnefs^ my Lord ProteSfor^ The Rccordcr*s 
< TT hath been' obferved by fome, that when ^^- s^"|c'J\"^ h?m • 

^ miul oflfered Sacrifice, he therefore refervcdt^e Name of that 
the Shoulders for 5^7«/, that he might know what City, 
wa» the Weight of Government ; the Confidera- 
tion of which made Maximilian affirm. That none 
who knew how heavy Diadems were, would ftoop 
to» take them up. Governors are like the heavenly 
Bodies, much in Veneration, but never at Reft ; 
and how can it othcrwife be expedted, when they 
are not made for themfelves, or their own Glory, 
but for the Safety and Good of Mankind ? As in 
the Natural,- fo in- the Civil World, great Things 
are ordained to ferve the lefs. We fee the Sun, by 
its- Beams, ferving the Eye of the meaneft Fly, as 
well as of the greateft Potentate : The Supremacy of 

Salus 

h- From. the ori^nal Edition, printed for Mattbeno Jfailbancke^ 
at Greyi Inn Gale. This Speech, with the Form of the whole Ce- 
remonial of the" City's Entertaimnent^, waS alfo publilhed in French 
\i^W, Du Gard'y one of the-Printeri-to the i-ord t^roteaor, for 
thr Information «f Foreign Courts^ • 
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Salu$ Populi was the Conclufion of the twelve 
Tables, and will be a prevalent Maxim untill the 
End of the World. 

' By thus much, my Lord, you may perceive . 
the dark Side of this leading Cloud of Govern- 
ment ; but if God vouchfafe Affiftance to thoie 
Shoulders upon which the Government is laid, and 
puts under his everlafting Arms, you will fee the 
bright Side alfo, and thence receive Encourage- 
ment : This Support he is pleafed to give, by letting 
Rulers know he is the Author of their Power, and 
that from him they are to expe£^ their Rule. 

* The Defignation of Government, as to Forms 
and Perfons, is an human Inftitution, and mutable^ 
as Things that are m^fde ; but Government itfelfy 
abftraSively confidered in its pure Original, is of 
a divine Offspring ; and can with no lefs Difficulty 
be fhaken, than thofe Veftlgta^ which being, as 
Relations tell us, upon the Tops of fome Moun- 
tains above the Clouds, can be difordered by Wind 
and Tempeft: And for the. Rule, the Word or 
Reafon of God in the divine Underftanding is the 
eternal Law of all Things ; but this being too 
deep a Well for Man's Bucket to draw out of, it 
pleafed his infinite Goodnefs to let fall a Rivulet 
from this Source into the Creature, which leaving 
an Impreffion in Man's Undefftanding, we call the 
Law of Nature ; but Man, having this Honour, 
prefently became of no Underftanding ; his Mind 
being clouded with Paflions aiid Sins, had foon 
need of fuperadded Helps, which God gave him by 
thofe other Laws fit for Government ; and ftiH 
gives a Spirit for the framing fuch municipal Laws 
as are according to his Will, and fuitable to the 
Good of the People : But when this was done, the 
beft Laws, without a Government, were po other 
than as the Sword behind the Ephod ; and there- 
fore Mofei in his Time, and other Governors m 
their Time, muft be as walking Laws and Admi- 
niftrators of Juftice. We may conclude, my Lord, 
that your Highnefs hath experimented both thefe 
Encouragements, as being the Spedti^tor of fome, 

and 
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and the Subjeft' of other great Revolutions which wt«r.regrtti». 



have happened in this Age and Land of Wonders; 
and not only know that the Moft High rules in the 
Kingdoms of Men, difpofing them to whom he 
plealeth, but alfo that it is not fufficienr, with the 
Princes of the Nations, to exercife Dominion over 
Man, the common Image of God, except there 
be aifo a' Share in the peculiar Image of his Righ- 
teoufnefs and Holiilefs ; they being God's indeed^ 
and after a peculiar Manner, to whom the Reafon 
or Word of God fo comes* 

* My Lord, there is one Help more in Govern -» 
ment, which God is plsafed often to add to the 
reft, which is the giving in of the AfFedlions of the 
People. The Solemnity of this Day, wherein the 
Citizens of this great City appear in their feveral 
Companies, as fo many Cities within the City, 
fpeaks much to this ; they leave it to other Nations 
to falute their Rulers and viSorious Commanders 
with the Names of Cafares and Imperatores ; and, 
after Triumphs, to ereft for them their JrcusTri^ 
umphales ; but, if I miftake not, their End, this 
Day, is not any fuch outward Pomp or Glory; but 
that thofe who have been delivered together might 
rejoice together ; arid to exprefs their Defires that 
the Civil Sword might be as profperous for Public 
Ends, in the Hand where it is placed, as the Mi- 
litary Sword hath been in the fame Hand. 

* This City feldom goes alone in public A£lions ; 
it was antiently called, by StephanideSj the Heart 
of the Nation ; and if the Heart be in a politic Con- 
lideration as it is in the natural, it will communi- 
cate Life and Spirits into the other Members ; by 
which Means the whole Body may unanimoufly 
contribute their Defires and Endeavours to oppofe 
the common Enemy ; and, after all our Diftrac* 
tions, fee the Nation eftabliihed upon the firm- 
Bafis of Peace and Righteoufnefs, which is the End 
of Government, and flialj be the End of my further 
troubling your Highnefs.* 
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Iftter-rf^um. To this learned Harangue the Lord ProteSof 
. 165s. returned for Anfwer, ' That he was greatly obli- 
^*— V"*H ged to the Chy of London for this and all former 
FebruATv. Teftimomes of Refpefl:.' , And then, mounting his 
Horfe of State, rode in a Kind of Triumph thro* 
the principal Streets; the feveral Companies, in 
their Livery Gowns, being placed on e^h Side 
thereof, in Scaffolds ereSed for that Purpfcfe, and 
the Lord Mayor carrying the Sword bare-headed 
before him to Grocers- Ha Jl^v/hcre a moff magnifi- 
cent Entertainment was provided. After Dinner 
his Highnefs knighted the Lord Mayor *, and 
hiade him a prefent ef his own Sword from. his 
Side; which was the firft Inftancc of the Protec- 
tor's affumlng this Piece of Regal Grandeur. The 
Bells rang all the Day ; the Tower Guns were 
fired at his Highnefs's taking Leave of tRe /P3l?)r ; 
and, about Seven in the Evening, he and %isMt-' 
tendants returned back to Wbitshall ia. their 
Coaches. ... 

The Lord Pro- About this Time the Lord Protc^or renewed 
te^or appoints j^e Patents of the Commiffioneis for the Great 
fcvi!»i Judges, g^^,^ ^^j ^f f^^^j^ ^^ ^^^ Judges, viz. RolU and 

JJke^ of the Upper Bench ; St, John^ jftkim^ and 
HaUj of the Common Pleas ; Thorpt and NiAo- 
iffs^ of the Exchequer : The Lawyers Maynardy 
Pepys^ TVyndham^ Niwdigatey and Twifden^ were 
called to the Degree of Serjeants, in order to their 
filling up the vacant Seats xtiWeftminft^r^HolL 
The Mention of thefc Names, many of whom 
were appointed Judges after theKing^sReftoration, 
Verifies what has been fiiid of Cromwell^ That his 
firft Care was to fill the Courts of Jufiice with the 
moft eminent Men of the Bar. 

The Lent Afli2es were now approaching : Thefe 

' public Meetings save Occafion to the feveral Coun* 

ties and Cities of England to compliment the Pfx>* 

tecftor on his Advancement to that JDignity. • 

In Cromweir's Speech to- his fecond Parliament, he 
appeals to the Addreffes from the.County and City 

of 

> AldermaA Thomat Vyttcr^ 
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bf TTork^ as Evidences of the public Approbation Intcr-regnuni. 
of his taking the Protectorate upon him i we (hall '^53« 
therefore felc£t thefe two out of the many Congra- 
tulations prefented ort that SubjeCL And firft that 
from the County. 

TJ his liigh'nefs Oliver Cromwell, L'ordPri^ 
. te£for ^ the Commomvealth of Englan5J, Scot; 

land, and Irelaftd, and thi Dofninions thereunto 

belongings 

TJf HuMBLt ?n'tiT\o^ and Representation 
of the Grand Jury, at the Affiles held at 
York, March 1653, in behdlf of themfelves and 
of the Nobility ^y unices, 6 entry ^^ and Freeholders^ 

^ with the other Inhabitants of the County of York *>, 

Wflereas it hath feem^d good Unto thfe Al- An Addrefs ot 
mighty and Wife Difpofcr of all Things, ^--gl^t:^, 
by many great and adtnirstble bteps of rrovidence, county gf York, 
to advance your Highnefs to the prefent andattheL<*/Af- 
peaccablc Adminiftration of the Government of ^**"' 
this Nation; in which we ttuft that all Friends 
CO true Religion and public Liberties fh^ll have 
Oaufe to rejoice : We, vour Petitioners, do hum- 
bly arid chcarfully teftify our Thankfulnefs to 
your Highnefs for your great Care in prefer ving 
us from thofe Evils of Tyranny and C6nfufion> 
which we have very lately experienced ourfelves 
in imminent Danger of; as alfo our Satisfa&ion 
and Acquiefcence in the Government ilow efta- 
bliflied, which we ihall, in our Places and Sta'- 
tions, be ready, with all Faitfaftiltiefs, to prefervd 
and o^intain* 

^ Further reprefenting and defiring. That Couti^ 

tenance may be given to godly and able Miififter^ 

of the Gofpel, fuch as have or fliall give Tefti^ 

mony of their good AfFetStion to the State, as \i. 

Si ^\i 

*> From Mercurius PelitlcuSf N^, 199. It is alfo m Mr. iV/VI- 
cfh*s Coliefiion of Letters and State Paptfs, p. 105, in which tjrtf^' 
Aeader, who is not fatisfied with th|s Specimen, may find a Num- 
ber «f Addrcfles to Cromwell, Sufficient to gritify his Cutiofit/, 
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' is now conftituted ; and that, for their Encou- 

* ragement, fome timely Provifion may be made 

* for a competent and comfortable Subfiftence ; 
'and that they may be vindicated from Oppreffion 

* and Affronts arifing from Principles of Profane- 

* nets and Superftition, or other more fpecious 

* Pretexts, alike dangerous to the Propagation of 

* the Gofpel, and in Oppofitioir to Government; 

* That fcandajpus Minifters may be removed : 

* That former Superftitions and Corruptions, 

* ftill tenacioufly retained by many,to theourt of 

* ignorant Perfons, and Prejudice of fuch Minifters 

* as defire to be faithful, may be reformed % and 

* that thofeDiforders and Diflraflions, which daily 

* break out in Matters of Religion, may be re£li- 

* iied : And that the Augmentations to Minifters, 

* already made, may be more equally and impal*- 

* tially diflributcd. 

• And for ^11 thcfe Ends, that fome faithful and 

* godly Men may be empowered in this County, 

* fo as we may not be neceffitated, upon every Oc- 

* caf&on, to repair to London^ where many heccT- 

* fary Things are not profecuted by reafon of the - 

* Tcdioufnefs and great Expencc of fuch Journies. 

* That Courts of Judicature may be fettled in 
''this great County, (it having been under Confi- 

* deration, and great Progrefs formerly made there- 

* in in Parliament, on the Petition of the People in 

* thefe Parts) for the preventing of exceffive Ex- 

* pences and other Inconveniences in Law-Suits, 

* occafioncd by the Remotenefs of this County 

* from the City of London. 

' That fome Way may, with all Conveniency* 

* be dircfted and fettled for Probate of Wills with- 

* in this County : And that thefe Courts may be 

* without unneceffary Appeals to London,* 

Signed by George Payler, Efq\ Foreman ^ and the 
reft of the Grand Jury^ JuJiiceSf &c. 

It does not appear by whom this Addrefs of the 

County of ITork was tranfmitted to the Lord Pro- 
tcdor : But the following from the City was pre- 

fented 
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fcnted to him by Sir Thomas Widdrington ^ their loter-rtsnum. 
Recorder, and Alderman Dickinfon* 'l^lL 

To his H'tghnefs Oliver Lord ProteSiar of the * '^^'''^• 
Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, and the Dominions thereunto belongings 

The Recognition of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commonalty of the antient City ofYoik. 

* TT THERE AS it hath pleafed the Lord to And anothor 

* VV run to and fro through the Earth, to^^^™^^^*^- 

* fliew himfelf ftrong on the Behalf of them whofe 

* Hearts -are perfedl toward him 5 to make bare 

* his Arm., and bring Salvation to a Nation not "^ 

* "Worthy to be beloved, and to break many Yokes 

* from off our Necks; in accomplifhment whereof, 
' though human Power and Might have been 

* made'Ufe of,* yet Things have been fo ordered, 
• * and over-ruled by the Spirit in the Midft of the 

* Wheels, €hat we may juftly fay, we are not faved 

* by Bow or by Sword, but by the Lord our God : 

* And therefore, in the firft Place, we look upon 
. * it as our Di*ty to acknowledge Salvation and 

* Bklfing to him that fits upon the 3"hrofje of 

* Heaven judging right, who hath done whatfoever 
' * -it pleafeth him in Heaven and in Earth, and ia 

^ all deep Places. 

* Yet when we alfo confider how it hath feem- 

* ed good in the Eyes of God to fingle out your 

* Highnefs as the Man $f his Right Hand it/hom 
^ he has made^ ftrong for himfelf \ and, through 

* your Vigilancy, Courage, and Conftancy, to do 

* gKat and wonderful Things in the Midll of us ; 

* in delivering us &om*immi<ncnt and prefiing Dan- 
f gers on the Right Hand and on the Left : While 
< we Weft -the Lord that our Heart is alfo to the 

* Governors of IfrdeU who have jeoparded their 
^ Lives in the high Places of the Field, and are 

-* daHy going on to fecond their valiant Afts by 
8 3 * pru- 

c He was foon after made a CommiiTioner of the Great Seal, in 
the 40001 of Serjeant KuhU-^ and Mr, Dickinfsn was knighted Idv 
. ^ Protestor. 
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Intn'-refnum. ' prudent Coiinfels, if we may enjoy the End of 



1653 



Alarch. 



* every juft War, which is a fafe and honourable 

* Peace; Unto your Highnefs, therefore, as once 
f the People of Jfrael to their Ruler, we humbly 
^ and heartily fay, Peace l^e to fhee^ and Peace be to 
f thine Helpers, 

' If we fljould promifc tQ ourfelves too much 
f concerning ygur Highnefs, or any of the Sons of 
f Men, efpe^ially in this Day, whefein the Lord 
^ bath fo mMch reje£led our Confidences, a^id pr6- 
f claimed to us, by the Voice of mapifold Provi- 

* dences, Ceafe from Man whofe Breath is in his 
f Nojirilsy \ve fliould not only intrench upon the 

* Honour of God and our own Peace, bur be in- 
f jurious to your Highnefs ; who are better able to 
^ bear the Burden of much Trouble than a little 
^ of that Truft which vjt owe to him alone, in 

* whom there Js everlafting Strength^ who turns 
*: every Staff into a Reed when it is refted upon : 

* Yet we cannot but declare our gteat Hopes, that 
f the Lord will ftill delight to ufe your Highnefs as 

* a blefled Inflrument of much Honour tp hi§ Great 

* Name, and Happinefs to this Commonweftlth ; 

* That as he hath help'd you to build the WJUs of 

* JerufaUm^ the Defence and Safety of his People 

* even in troublous Times, fp he will alfo engage 

* your Heart, and enable your Hands, according to 
f your eminent Station, to further the fpiritual 

* Work and Welfare of his Church and Temple, 
^ which waits for a Seatbn of more Tranquility. 

* We add only the Declaration of our Satisfiic- 

* tipn in the pr^fent Government adminifter'd by 

* your Highnefs, and our ch^arfiil Submiffion un- 

* to it, which lye (hall be ready to fecond with our 
^ Prayers and Endeavours for your Highocfs's Pro- 
^ fperity, apd the People of Qpd whp fit under yow 

* Shadow; humbly bagging yoyr favourable Afpeft 

* and influence upon the fipnour and Privileges of 
^ this antient City, whofe Strength is much decaj'il, 
\ though their Burdens be increased, which yet 

* they are more willing, though unable, to undcr- 
\ go> till a jufl and feafonable Remedy be procur'd. 

Our 
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* Oar Lot is fallen fomething remote from the Intcr-refrnum. 

* great Scene of public Affairs, which "hath been '^^5' 

*. prejudicial to us \ but we truft, though we enjoy ^^'TT^'T^. 

* not fo much Warmth of the Sun as the Snuthem 

* Parts, yet the Beams of your Highnefs's Good- 

* nefs and Juftice, whom God hath fet up in the/ 

* Midft qf us, fliAll comfortably reach this Place; 

* which, though in many outw:ard Advantages, i€ 

* may come behind others, yet wijl ftrivetoari E- 

* quality with the beft, in their Affeftion and Faith- 

* fulncfs to your Highnefs and this Commonwealth, 

SigrCd by the Mayor ^ in the Name and by the jtp^ 
pointment of the Jldermm and Commonalty of 
the City ofYor\i^ ' , 

JOHN GELD ART, Mayor. 

On the 20th of this Month a Dedaration was' 
iflued out hy the Lord P(t>teftor, inviting the People 
of England and Wales to a Day of folemn Farting 
and Humiliation, which was cxprefs'd in the fol- 
lowing remarkable Terms : 

' f I 'IHE common and notorious Sins fo boldly A Dcclaratioa 

* Jl and impenitently praSifed amongft us, not-^'^'' the Ob^r- 
f withftanding all our Deliverances and Mercies, to-p^^^y" * ^ 
/ gether with the prefent Rod of an exceeding and 

> uniyerfal Drought, which hath lain upon us for 

* fome Years, and ftill continues and increafes 

* upon us, threatening Famine and Mortality, are 
' iio le(s than the Voice of God, calling aloud in 

* our Ears to Fading, and Mourning, and great 
-*.Abafcment of Soul before him. 

. •And although the general End and Intendment 
J of inviting to a Day of Faft be, that all, of every 

* Gondition and Quality whatever, do try and ex- 

,* amine their Heart, and Way more efpecially, ac- 

•*.. cording to their own Light, and jn the \i(t of 

' fuch Helps and Means as the Lord, in his Provl- 

* dence, fhall afford to each one, before and upon 

* the faid Day of meeting ; yet finding fome 
. * Thoughts fet ferioufly upon our Heart, we judg'd 

* \t not amifs to recommend the fame to Chriftian 

♦Con- 
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Conilderatlcn, not to unpofe them upon any, «r 
to confine any within the Compafs thereof; but 
leaving.cvery Man free to theQtace of Gqd, and 
to the Work of his Spirit, who worketh all 
^Things in the Hearts of the Sons of Mexi) accord- 
ing to the Coim&l' aad good Pleafuf e of his own 
Will, 

^ It cannot be denied^ but that God hath vouch - 
fafcd to appear much in working the Deliverance 
of lis is Nation from their Boiidage and Thral- 
dom, both Spiritual and Civil, and procuring for 
them a juft Liberty by his own People, 

* Do we now walk worthy of our high CalHng, 
in Humblenefs and Lowliness of Mind, holding 
forth the Virtues of Chriji in Time of Peace, 
which was our Strength by the Efficacy of which 
aU- our gr^t Things were aceompli(heid in Time 
of War ? * 

* Have we a Heart prepared as willingly to com- 
municate the (aid juft Freedom and Liberty to 
one another, as we were induftrious to get it? 

* Do we thankfully acknowledge our Mercy in 
the Liberty of woriSa^ipping God in Hoiineft and 
Righteoufnefs without Fear, being delivered out 
of the Hands of our Enemies ? 

' Is brotherly Love, and a healing Spirit, of that 
Force and Value amongft ws that it .ought? 

* Do we own one another morje for tbe Grace 
of God, and for the Spiritual Regeneration, and 
for tbe Image of Chrifi in each other, or for our 
Agreement with each other in xhk% w that Form 
or Opinion, 

' Do we firft fcarch for the Kingdom of ChriJl 
within us, before we fcek one vrithojut us I Or 
do we liften to them that fay concerning the Co- 
ming of Cbriji^ Lo her^^ and lo there f 

' -Do we not more contend for Saipts having 
Rule in the WorW, than over their own Hearts? 

* Are there xtot too mamr ampngft us that cry 
up the Spirit with a Neglea pf Love, Joy, Peace, 
Meeknefs, Patience, Goodness, TemfDcr^nce, 
Long-fuffering, Forbearance, Brotherly-kind- 

ncfs. 
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* nefsJ, and Chftrity, which are the Fruits of the lotcr-iagtium, 

* Spirit? * 1653. 

* How do we carry ourfclvcs, not only to the ^-— vt-^in' 

* Churches of God, and the Saints,' but towards A^wch.. 

* them that are without ? 

* Do not fome of us aiErrn ourfelves to be the 

* only true Miniftry, and true Churches of Chrifty 
' and ourfelves qnly to have the Ordinances in 

* Purity j excluding our Brethren, tho' of equal 
' Gifts, and having as large a Seal of their Mi- 
'.jiiftry, and defiring with as aiuch Fervor and 

* Zeal to enjoy the OrdinanGes in their utmoft Pu- 
*rity? . 

. * Do we remember old Puritan, or rather pri- 
*initive. Simplicity, Self-denial, Mercy to the 

* Poor, Uprightnefs, and Juftice ? Or are we not 
^ herein put to Shame by thofe we eafily call A«ti- 

* Chriftian or Carnal ? 

* Hath not one that we judge to be without, 

* equal Juftice with one we will call a Bro- 

< tbexf ■ - 

* Do we contend for .the Faith once deliverecj 

* unto the Saints, as the Things of Faith ought tp 

* be contended for, with Love, Patience, Ten- 

* dernefs, Zeal, by Perfuadon ? Or rather impor ^ 

* fmgly, proudly, carnally, provokingly, fenfually, 

* thereby prejudicing the Truth : And whilft w^ 

* are calling aloud for the Propagation of the Go- 

* fpel, do Wfi not put Stumbling- Blocks in the Way 

* of the fame, and too much endeavour to make 

* good the Sjanderof the World,. in charging Pro- 

* feffion with Faflion ? 

' For want of Circurafpe^Slion and Care herein, 
^ and a due Regard to Sincerity and Uprightnefs^ 

* have not many apeftatized, running after Fancier 

* and Notions, lillening to filthy Dreams, worr 
' (hipping of Angels, and been carried away by 
' their Impulfi^ons i and inftead of contending for 

* the Faith,' and holding the Form of found Words, 
> contended againft Magiftracy, againft Miniffry, 

* aigainft Scriptures, and agaiiift Ordinances 5 .too 

, ^ much 
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* much verifying the Prophecies of Pettr and "Jude^ 

* in the following Words, 

\Hire follows a ^atutionfrom thefecond Epijile 
of St. Peter, Chap, ii, Vtr. i, 2, 3, xo, 1 1, 12, 
I3i 15 i ^«^ ^*^ Epiftle of St. Jude, Fer, 4, 
8, 10, II, 12, 13, 16, l^: And then the I>e^ 
claration proceeds thus :] . 

* Notwithftandingall thefe Evils, and worfe, are 

* upon us, and in the Midft of us, like grey Hairs, 

* here and there, and we know it not^ our Pride 

* ^^J^^fy^^g *^ ^^ J^oc('% Hofea vii. 9, 10. and we re- 

* turn not to the Lord our God, nor feek bim for 

* all this, bur thefe Things are contended for, and 

* juftified under the Notion of Liberty \ it being 
^ too commonly faid that the Magiftrate hath no^ 

* thing to do either in repreiSng or remedying thefe 
^ Things : We do hereby appeal to the Hearts and 
^ Confciences of all fearing the Lord, whether 

* there be not as great Caufe as ever to lay our 
^ Mouths in the Duft, and abhor ourfelves before 

* the Lord for thefe Abomination, whereby the 

* Eyes of his Jealoufy are provoked, and to feek 

* Pardon and Remedy from himfelf of thefe Tbingsi 

* Add we to thefe, the Refiftance, Hatred, and 

* Negleft of the Gofpel by the Generality of Men, 

* the Contempt and Defpight done to the fincerc 

* Profeffors of it, even for the Image of Chriji in 

* them (although they have been Inftruraents of 

* many Mercies, and of the obtaining a juft Free- 

* dom for the Nation) ; the Wickednefe, Oaths^ 

* Drunkennefs, Revellings, and all Manner of Li- 

* ccntioufnefs, for whichThings Sake the Scriptures 

* have faid, ^dt the Wrath of God Jhall undoubted- 

* ly overtake the Children of Difobediei^ce. And 

* laftly, the Impunity of thefe Things, through the 
« Negledt of the Magiftracy' throughout the Na- 

* tion i and thert judge whether there be not Caufe 

* that we be called upon ;' and do call' upon each 
•other ferioufly, to lay thefe Thrrtgs to Heart, 
^ being greatly abafed before the Lord for them. 

^ Upon the ferious Confideration of thefe things, 

* W5 
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* we judge it not only warrantable, but a Duty, to inter-Tcgnuin» 

* call upon you, and ourfelves, to fet apart Time , ^^SS— 

^ to humble our Souls before the Lord ; to cry un- ^"TT^'^T*^ 

* to hira for broken and penitent Hearts, and that ^^^ * 

* he would turn away his Wrath, and be reconci- 

< led to us ; for the Lord is merciful, gracious, 

* long-fufFering, and abundant in Goodnefs and 

* Truth, forgiving Iniquity, Tranfgreffion, and Sin; 

* and will by no Means clear the Guilty, who arc 

* only fuch as go on in their hardened and impe- 

* nitent Hearts, refufing the Grace oflfered by JefUs 
^Chrift. 

• It is therefore hereby <leclared, That we and 

* our Council do purpofe, by the Grace of God, 

* to fet apart Friday next, being the 24th of this 

* prefent March^ for a Day of Humiliation. 

' And it is hereby ordered. That timely Notice 

* be given to the Cities of London and IVeJiminfler ; 

* who, together with the Out-Parifhes, we doubt ' 

* not, will willingly keep the fame Day 5 and that 
^ like Notice be given throughout England and 

* Wales^ to have their feveral Meetings upon the 

* fame Day Fortnight ; and that Copies hereof be 

* printed and publifhed, to be fent to the feveral 

< Parts of the Nation, to invite them unto the 
f Performance of this Duty/ 

G/V<«W Whitehall, March 20, 1653. 

J. THURLOE. f 

It has already been mentioned that the Stata The Dutfb Ccni 
(General were grown tired of. the War, and had J^;^^^^J^{jjfj"^ 
fued to England^ in a very humble Manner, forpeacc. 
Peace, To that End three Ambaffadors Extraor- 
dinary, Bevernlngck^ Nieupoortj znA Jongejlall^ 
came over in February laft. On the 23d of that 
Month Sir Oliver Flemings Mafter of the Cere- 
monies, went down to meet them ^t Gravejendy 
from whence they and their Retinue were brought 
\n feveral of the Commonwealth's Barges to the 
7ower the next Day, and condu£led to a Houfe 

pro- 

^ Appointed Secretary of State to CromweU, upon (lis Acceptance 
ff the IVotc£lorate, ^ ' 
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Inter-icgnonu provided for them in Wefiminfttr. The Ambafla- 

^1^5 3- ijors went in the Lor^ Prote<^or's Coach of State, 

^[^''T**^ fcJlowed by thofe of feveral Foreign Minifters, and 

• above fixty Coaches more. On the 4th of this 

Month they were admitted, with great Solemnity, 

to an Audience of the Lord Prote^Sor, in the Ban- 

quetting-Houfe at IflntehalU which was richly 

hung with Tapiftry for that Purpofe. 

To fhew how well Cromweli afted the Monarch 
at giving Audience to Foreign Minifters, we {hall 
exhibit the Ceremonial obferved on this Occafion, 
as drawn up by the Ambafladors themfelves, and 
'tranfmitted to their Mafters the States General; 
the Particulars of which run thus : ^ 
The Manner of * We wcre fetched in his Highnefs's Coach, ac- 
theLordProtcc-^.Qn,panigjl ^j^j^ the Lords StriMand znd Jcnes, 
them to^an^Au- with the Mafter of the Ceremonies, and brought 
dience. into *tl^e great Banquettlng-Room at ff^hiteholiy 

where his Highncfs had «ever given Audience be- 
fore. He flood upon a Pedeftal railfed with' three 
Steps high from the Floor, being attended by the 
XfOrds, Prefident Laurence ^ Vifcouf^Li/Ie, Siifpon^ 
J^ackworth^ Pickerings Montague^ and Mr. Se- 
cretary Thurloe^ together with the Lord Claypok^ 
his Mafter of the Horfe. After three Reverences 
made at Entrance, in the Middk^ aiKJ before the 
Steps, which hi« Highnefs anfwered every Tame 
with reciprocal Reverences, we came up to the 
Steps; and deliver'd to him, with a Compliment of 
Induftion, our Letters of Credence, who received 
them without opening them ; the Reafon whereof 
we fuppofe to be our delivering of the Copies and 
' . Tranflations thereof in the Morningto Mr. Thur^ 
loe\ fo that we prefently began our Difcourfe with 
a Compliment of Thanks, tor his good Inclination 
fliewn in the Treaty of our common Peaces of 
Congratulation in his new Dignity ; of Prefenta-- 
tion of all reciprocal and neighbourfy Offices on 
the Behalf of dieir High and Mighty Lordfhips % 
and 'wilKing all Safety and Profperity to his Perfon 
and Crovernmcnt : To which tie anfwered with 

jaaany 

f TivWw'i ^tatt fa^tn^ Vol, I. p. I54« 
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many ferious and fignificant Expreffions of recipro- Intcr-regnmn. 
cal Inclination to their High and Mighty Lord- '^54- 
fhlps, and to the Rufinefs of Peace ; for which we- 7^7 ' 
once more returned him Thanks, and prefented to ^^ 

his Highnefs twenty of our Gentlemen, who went 
in before us, being followed by twenty more, tp 
have the Honour to kifs his Hand j but inftead 
thereof his Highnefs advanced near the Steps, 
bow'd to all the Gentlemen one by one, and put 
out his Hand to them at a Djftance, by way of 
Congratulation ; and then we were conduiS^d 
back again after the fame Manner/ 

Thus much for the Formalities obfervid by our 
Lord Proteftor, at the firft Audience given to the 
Dutch Ambaffadors, A few Days after they ac- 
quainted his Highnefs, that all their Provinces had 
confented to the Articles of Peace, and had im- * 
powered them to ratify the fame. They alfo de* 
fired an immediate Ceflation of Hoftilities. The 
Prote(3:or, however, was determined to make Peace 
Sword in Hand 5 and therefore went on vigoroufly: 
in his Preparations for Sea, by prefling of Mariners, 
and ordering Land Forces on board the Ships. 
Nor were the Dutch wholly ina£live; for, on the 
Report from their Ambaffadors, finding that the 
Peace was not yet concluded, they ordered their 
Admirals to repair to Amfterdam^ to take Care their 
Fleet fliould be in readinefs for Aftion : However^ 
all thefe Naval Preparations came to nothing; for,,^^ Treaty of 
on the 5th of Aprils Articles of Peace were fign'd Peace concluded 
by the EngUJh and Dutch Commiifioners, to be^^'wcen £«f- 
ratified by their Principals in fifteen Days, which ^^^^^ *^^ ^'^"' 
was done accordingly \ the mofl: material of which 
were thefe p : 

^y the 7th and fubfequent Articles, it was agreed 
that the Enemies of the refpedive Nations fliould 
not be protected by either of them ; but there was 
no Provifion made, by this Treaty, for the Coa- 

lefcence 

P Thcfc Articles are printed at large ia CromwelT^ A^« and Or* 
(Uiisinces, p, 106, ft jc<^% 
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inter-rcgnum. lefcence fo much infifted upon during the Admini* 

iff ll . ftration of AfFairs by the Long Parliament- 
^"^^^^^^^ By the 13th, the Duty of ftriking the Flag td 
the Efiglijb^ in the narrow Seas, Was acknow- 
ledge ^^. 

By the 27th Aftide, Provifiori was made for 
bringing thofe to Juftice, who had been concefn'd 
ill the blo^y MafTacre of the EngUJh at Amhoymi 
for which the two laft tCings could never obt^iil 
any Satisfaftlon* 

By the 28th, tiie DuUh Undertook to reimburfe. 
to the Englijb Merchants the LdfleS they had fuf- 
tained by the Seizure of 22 Ships irf Denmark. 

There Fas alfo a fecret Article in this Treaty^ 
which muft allay the Joy of one confiderable Par- 
ty in Holland^ for utterly excluding the Family of 
the Houfe of Orange^ from fever being StaJtholder 
of the United Provinces. r . , 

Soon after this Peace was prdclaihi'd, both in 
England and the Low Countriesy with great Cere- 
mony and Rejoicing ; and was fo gratfeful to the 
. Dutch in general, that they ftruck three Medals oa 
the Occafion ' : Nor was this Peace lefs aceept-- 
able to the Protedlor, as appears by die following, 

De- 

q Mr. Ludlow writes. That the Dutch alfo promifed to comply* 
with the late Aft of Parliament, wherety all foreign Commodities 
were forbidden to be brought into England, but in Eng^Jb Bot- 
toms, except by fuch VefleU as p^perly beiong*d.to that Country 
where thofe Commodities fhould grow : But there is no cxprefa 
Mention of the Navigation Aft in the Articles publiihed by Crm^- 
Kueirs Printer.' In the izth, which relates to mutual Trad^ and 
Inteicourfe between the two Commonwealths, there is indeed a 
general Saving of all the Laws and Ordinances of each rcfpeftively; 
r Thefe Medals reprefented, 

T. Neptune on a Car, drawn by two Sea-Horfes. ' The Shields 
of Arms of England and Holland, borne oh his Knee? j on cich 
Side of him a Triton fwimming j and on the Top a Caduceus, which 
fupports Mercury** wing'd Hat between two Branches of Palm% 

Round the Medal is a Verfe from Terence, altcr'd thus, 
j^mantJum Ira Amlcitis Redintegratio ejl. 

On the Reverfe was this Infcription in Butch, 

In Memory of the Peace, Union, and JoUmn Confederacy concluded 

at Weftminfter, April \^, between bis Higbnefs the Lord ProteBor 

0/ the Commonwealth of 'S.n^^uAi Scotland, <!»// Irebnd, and their 

High hfightinej/ef the States General of the United Provinces i 
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Declaration of his Highnefs, for fetting a-part a latcr-regnutu* 
public Day ofThankfgivingon that Account, which ^ '^^^ 
was in hac Verba : - iJlav***^ 

*. nr^HAT this hath been a Nation of Blcf-A Thankfgi- 

* X ^ingSi in the Midft whereof fo many Won- "^"^^'^p^ ^P" 

* ders have been brought forth by the outftretched ^^^^ 
\ Arm of the Almighty, even to Aftoniihment and 

* Wonder, who can deny ? Afk we the Nations 
<, of this Matter, and they will teftify : And indeed 

* the Dlfpenfations of the Lord have been as if he 

* had faid, England^ Thou art my Firft-born, my 

* Delight amongft the Nations; under the whole 
' Heavens the Lord hath not dealt fo with any Na- 

* tion round about us. 

* The Lord having added another Link to this 

* Golden Chain of his Loving-kindnefs, by giving 

* us a Peace with our Neighbours, the United Pro- 

* vinces, (whereby he hath not only flopped a great 

Mffue 

0/ which the Ratifications vjete duly exchanged by both Partiesf 
Mzf 1, andpublified the ijth of the fame Month, in the Tear 1654, 
(N. S.) 

2. Two Women fitting, jointly fupporting a Hat as an Emblem 
of the Liberty of the two Republics* Tlie Englifr Dame bears on 
her Knees a Harp, and the Dutch has a Belgic Lion couching at 
her Feet. 

Mentibus wiitis prifcus procul abfit Amaror, 
PiUa ne Jubito parta Cruore ruant. 
On the ExxKGUE* 
Conclufa decimo quinto Aprilis^ Anno 1 6 54* 

R K V E R s I. 
Two Ships, one carrying the Colours of Holland, and the othdr 
that of the States. 

Luxuriat gemino Nexu franquilla Salo Res, 
Exciptt unanimes totiut Orbis Amor, 

3. The Figures of Peace and Juftice, with their £|nblems« . 

H^ mihi erunt Artes* 

' - RxVKftSS* 

Sfuod fiflix faufiumque fit* Pofi atrox Sellum, quod inter An- 
glirae Belgics^ue Reipublicit Reflores, bis fruftra tentatis Pads 
Conditionibus, Anno 1652 exarfiti in quo maximis utrinque Cla^bus, 
fex Septentrionali, duo Mediterraneo Man, pugnata funt cruenta 
Pralia, Dei Optimi Mdximi Beneficio, Aufpiciis Olivarii, Magna» 
Britanniae Pretefforis, Fcederati Betgii Or£num, Pax cum anihju9 
Fiedere r^ituta ; cnjus optima Rerum in Memoriam fempiternani 
Senatus Populufque Amflelodamenlis hoc Mwumentum fieri cura- 
runt. 
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Intor-re^usi. * Iffiie of Blood, but we truft alfo given us Hearts 

*^54» * to unite our Blood and Strength for the nuitual 

^"TJJ^*"^' * Defence of each other) calls for great Returns of 

* Thanks for the fame. 

* It is therefore thought fit to (et, a-part Tuefdajy 

* being the 23d of this prefent May\ as a Day for 

* Praife, and for the thankful Acknovrledgment of 

* this Bkfling of Peace, which we hope hath, in 

* the Womb of it, many other Bleffings. 

• And let us not forget our other Mercies : Was * 

* not the Earth lately fo unufually parch'd up, that 

* it threatened Famine, and did caufe the Beaft of 

* the Field to mourn for want of Food and Wa- 

* ter to fuftain it I And hath not the Lord fo wa- 
« tered the Earth, that he hath turned thofe Fears 

* into the Expeflation of the greateft Plenty that 

* ever was feen by any now living in this Nation ? 

* Confide r we alfo the Way whereby the Lord im- 

* parted this Mercy to us : Did any amongft us 

* foreknow it was coming ? Was it not by ftirring 
*up our Hearts to feek the fame by Prayer ; and 

• * that immediately before the Lord vouchfafed us 

* this Mercy ? And doth not this befpeak 

1. * That the Manner of conveying thisMercj', 

* is the beft Part of the Mercy I 

2. * Thjkt the Lord has not caft us off; that 

* his Spirit yet ftrives with us; that he hath a 

* People of his Lox'c amongft us ; and loves the 

* Nation fo far,, as to provoke it to be in love with 

* calling upon the Name of the Lord for better 

* Things than Corn and Wine I 

3. ^ That he knows beft how and when to an- 
^ fwer the Expectation o{ the Hufbaiidman, and 

* when to hear even the Mourning of the Brute 

* Beaft, who will yet much more hear the Defires 

* of them that fear him, and that in the fitteft Sca- 
Vfon. , 

4. * That the Heavens having thus declared the 

* Glory of God, and the Earth anfwering there- 

* unto in its FruitfuJnefs, why (hould not we be 

* melted and foftened, humbling ourfdves under 

* thcfe marvellous KindnefTcs, and abounding unto 

*all 
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* all Fruitfulnefs in every good Word and Work Inter-regnum, 

* of Love ? And if every Place hath been made '^54* 

* Partaker of his Showers, why fhould not we, ^^'TX*'*^ 

* laying afide our Differences, be inlarged alfo each *^* 

* to other ? / 

5. * That feeing the Lord hath been thus uni- 

* verfal in this Mercy, why fliould we not univer- 
*- fally turn from the National Evils and vain Prac* 

* tices, which yet are too fuperftitioufly and cuftb* 

* marily exercifed amongft us ; which we need not 
' repeat here, becaufe they are too well known, 

* and we truft will be remembered by thofe godly 

* Minifters who {hall be called to preach unto the 

* People upon this Occ^fion I Conclude we with 

* the Words of David in the 107th PfaIm,from the 

* 30th to. the laft Verfe, Then are they glad^ &c. 

Given ^7/ Whitehall this ^th ^/May, 1654. 

J. THURLOE. ' 

It may be afk*d what was become of the King The dcfperatcSl- 
of Scots all this Time ? What y/e learn conterningtuatioa of the 
him is, that be was ftill at Paris ; but had no En-*^*"6'« Affairs, 
couragement to ftay in that Court, becaufe the 
French wxre very defirous of a Peace with Eng^ 
land^ and had adlaally fent over the Sieur De Bour^ 
deaux-NeufvilUy and the Baron De Baasy to treat for 
that Purpofe. There was a Report, at this Time, 
of a. Match between the King and the Duke of 
Lorraini% Daughter, with a Portion of Four Mil- 
lions, and a Promife of her Father's Affiftance to- 
wards his Reftoration : But this proved all Chi- 
mera ; and though there was a confiderable Party 
of his Friends up in the Highlands, under the 
young Marquis of Montrofe and Lieutenant- Ge- 
neral Middleton^ their Efforts proved all in vain, 
and the unfortunate Charles was now in as defpe-^ 
rate a State as ever. 

About this Time it was, as a modern elegant 
Hiftorian obfcrves *, ' That there was no King in 
Europe that adled on his own Authority. Cardi- 

VoL. XX. ^ T nal 

i Le Steele de Louis XIV. par Voltaire* 
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Inter-refnuin. ^^^ Alazarine govcrncd both France and its young 
1654, King abfolutely. Don Louis de Haro did the fame 
c— v-—' in Spain by Philip the Fourth ; neither of thefc 
W*y* Kings being then fo much as mentioned in the 
World. Only Chriftina^ Queen of Sweden^ main- 
tained a little Authority in her Dominions, though 
abandoned, or defpis'd, or unknown, by other States, 
Charles the Second was then a Fugitive in France, 
with his Mother and Brothers, all their Misfor- 
tunes dill attending them'; whilft a Subje£t had 
ufurped the Royal Power, and had entirely brought 
three Kingdoms under his Yoke. Cromwell^ our 
Author adds, would not take the Title of King, 
becaufe, fays he, the Englijh knew how to limit 
that Power, but^were ignorant in that of a Pro- 
te«aor(hip/ 

We cannot better fliew the prefent Happinefs of 
Cromwilly and the fiiir Profpeft he had of its Con- 
tinuance, than as fumm'd up by two of his Enemies* 
And thcfloufirK- ' The ProtetStor, fays Lord Clarendon^, had now 
ing Condition ofi^Qthii^g jq ^q ^ut ^t home: Holland had accepted 
Cromivell 8 ; p^^^^ ^^ j^j^ ^^^ Terms ;' Portugal had bought 
it at a full Price, and upon an hunable Submif&on; 
Denmark was contented with fuch an Alliance as 
he was pleafed to make with them ; France and 
Spaiit contended, by their Ambaffadors, which 
ihould render themfelves moft acceptable to him ; 
Scotland lay under a heavy Yoke by the firft Go- 
vernment of Moncke, who, after the Peace with 
the Dutchy was fent back to govern that Province, 
which was reduced under the Government of the 
Englijh Laws ; and their Kirk and Kirkmen en- 
tirely fubdued to the Obedience of the State, with 
Reference to Aflemblies, or Synods ; and Ireland fo 
confefledly conquer'd that his younger Son, Henry , 
whom he fent thither as his Lieutenant of that 
Kingdom, lived in the full Grandeur of that Office/ 
Mr. Ludlow ^ adds, * That Cromwell was Matter 
of a confidcrable Army and a powerful Fleet ; all 
the Soldiers fully paid, with a Month's Advance; 

the 

k Hijiory, Vol. IV. p. 494# 1 Memoirs, Vol. II, p. 488. 
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th€ Stores fufficiently fuppJied with all Provffions Intcr-regnum. 
f6r Sea and Land ; 300,000/. of ready Money in "^54- 
England^, and 150,000/. in the Treafury of fre- *— *v**^ 
land^ all at his Controul/ His Power thus efta- •'^^** 
bliflied in the three Natiohs, as well as his Title 
recognized by foreign Princes, the PrDte6^or went 
on fwimmingly in his high Office ; and, if not loved 
in it, he, at leaft, made himfelf to be feared by all 
Sorts of People. By the Inftrument of Govern- 
ment he and his Council had a Power of raifing 
Money durincf the Intervals of Parliament: AndTJ^? paffes an 

/. , p /• J 1 rf-k !• r • Ordinance for 

accordmgly they pals d an Ordmance for corttmu- contiiSuing the 
ing the Monthly Afleflmeht of 120,000/. for the Monthly AflciT- 
Maintenance of the Army and Navy till -^^'^*^^'- J^f^^n ^[^i^por^ 
frtasy and 90,000/. a-month to Chriftmas^ ehfuing. cel>*"^ 

Things went on in this Manner till June^ when 
it was thought proper to call a Parliament upon 
the new Model prefcribed by the Inftrument of 
Government. The Writs for that Purpofe Were 
iflTued out by the Lord Proteftor on the ift of this ^nd J^fcs^^otit^ 
Month ; and, by an Order of Council, blank N^nie'jfor calling 
printed Copies of the Indentures between the She- a Parliament. 
rifFs, ^c* and the Eleftors, were fent to the fever^l 
Returning Officers, to prevent their making ufe of 
any other Form. An Ordinance was foon after 
publiihed for the Diftribution of Ele<9:ions for Scot^ 
land and Ireland 'y each Nation being to fend 36 
Members, who were to fit and vote in this Engltjh 
Convention. 

The Writ and Indenture above-mentioned were 
in hac Verba : 

Oliver, Lord Protestor of the Commonwealth 
of England J Scotland^ and Ireland^ as it was pub- 
lickly -declared at Wejiminfter^ December i6j 

1653* 

To the ShcrifF of Greeting* 

"JO O R divers weighty and urgent Affairs concern^ 
^ ing Us and the State and Defence of the faid 
T 2 Com- 
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Inttr.ircnum. Commtmwealth^ Wey by the Advice andAJfent of Oar 
m\J^lj Councily have ordained a Parliament to be h(id dt 
jZm^ Our City of Weftminfter, the third Day of Sep- 
tember next coming ; there to confult and advifi 
with the Knights^ Citizens^ and Burgejfes of the 
faid Commonwealth, 

IVe do therefore command you^ firmly injoining 
ihaty Proclamation being made of the Day and Place 
aforefaid in every Alar Let-Town within your County ^ 
you caufe to be freely ahd inAijferently cbofen^ by them 
who Jhali be prejent at fiijj Ele^ion^ of the 

moft fit and di/crect ^Perfcns to ferve as KnightSj 
with their Swcrds girty for the County of ; 

and for the Boroughs of Burgejfes^ of the 

more difcreet and Jujicient Sort, And the Names 
' of the fame Knights and Burgejfes fo to be chofen^ 
whether they be prefent or abfenty that you caufi to 
be incerted in certain Indentures^ thereupon to be 
made between you and them who fi^all be prefent at 
fuch Choice \ and that you caufe them to come at the 
Day and Place aforefaidj (fo that the faid Knights 
* fever ally may have full and fufficient Povinr for 
themf elves and the People of that County' -y and the 
faid Burgejfes feverally for the People of the Bo- 
roughs aforefaid) to do and confent unto thofe Things 
which^ then and there^ by Common Counjel of the 
faid Commonwealth in Parliament^ by God*s Blef- 
fing^fhall be ordained upon the weighty Affair x afore- 
faid ^y fo that J for DefeSi of fuch- like Power y or by 
reafon of improvident Choice of the Knights and 
Burgejjes aforefaid^ the fold Affairs may not remain 
undone in anywife. 

, And We will that neither You^ or any other She- 
riff of the faid Commonwealth y be in any/wife chofen* 
And' that the faid Choice y diJiinSfly and openly Jo to 
be made J you certify to Us in Our Chancery under 
your Seal^ and the Seals of them that fhall he prefent 
at fuch Choice \ fending unto Us the other Part of the 
faid Indentures annexed^ with this Our Writ. And 
in your ProceedingSy and Execution hereof ♦ We will 
that you purfue and obferve the feveral DireBions 

limited. 
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Itmttedy appointed^ and prefcribed by the Govern- later-regnum. 
mgnt afore/aid. *^54« 

Witnefs Ourfelf at JVeJlmtnJler^ the firft Day of ^ '^'^^^ 
Juney in the Year of our Lord 1654, 

LENTHALL. 

The Form of an Indentui^e between the Sheriff 
and the Electors of Perfons to ferve in Parlia- 
ment for Counties. 

^H IS Indenture^ made the Day of , 

•^ in the Tear of our Lord 16 ^^-i at ^ in 

the County of , between , 

Sheriff" of the County aforefaidy of the one Part, and 
C D.^E. F. G. H, and divers other Perfons quali-^ 
fie d^ and capable to ele6i Members to ferve in Par- 
Jiament for Counties y as is prefcribed in the Go-- 
vernment of the Commonwealth of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, witneffeth. That Proclamation 
having been made in every Market-Town in the 
County aforefaidy within ten Days after the Receipt 
of a certain fVrit of the Lord Protestor to the afore^ 
faid Sheriff" dire^edy and to one Part of thefe In^ 
dentures annexed^ for the Election of JCnights^ 

fit and difcreet Perfons of the County aforefaidy^ for 
the Parliament of the faid Lord Protectory in the , 

JVrit aforefaid Jpecified to be chofeni and to be at the 
Parliament of the faid Lord Protestor at Weft- 
minfter, in the County o/Middlefex, the third Day 
of September nesn to be held\ the aforefaid CD. 
E. F. G. H. &c. and divers other Perfons of the 
County aforefaidy who were prefent at fuch Election y 
freely, and indifferently have chofen s Knights y 

girt with Swords 'y that is to fay y A. B. &c. to be 
in the Parliament aforefaidy as in the faid JVr'it is 
mentioned 'y who for themfelvesy as alfo for all the 
People of the County aforefaidy have full and fuffi- 
cient Power to do and confent unto thofe Things 
whichy in the aforefaid Parliaments, Jhally then and 
therey by common Confent and Cotmfel^ happen to be 
xfrdained* 

• T 3 Pr€- 
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Intcr-regnum. Provided^ and it is hereby declared. That the 
, ^^^ , Perfins fo chofen Jhall not have Power to alter the 
Tljj ~ Government as it is now fettled in one Jingle Per/on 
' and a Parliament. 

In witnefs whereof as well the Seal of Office of 
the f aid Sheriff^, as alfo the Seals of the Electors 
aforefaidj the Day, Year, and Place ahovefaid, 
to thefe Indentures are put and affixed. 

The Form of the Indenture between the SherifF 
and the BurgeiTes and Inhabitants of Boroughs, 
was to the fame EfFeft as that for the Counties, 
mutatis mutandis. 

yuly. There had been a Cavalier Plot difcover- 
A Plot for aflaf-ed ; in which, as was faid, the Prote6lor was to be 
4inatm^him, taken off by Affaflination or otherways. Several 
Perfons were apprehended thereupon, and exa- 
mined by Cromwell and his Council, and foon after 
tried before the High Court of Juftice ; amongft 
"whom Mr. John Gerard and Mr. Peter Vowell 
were condemned, and, on the loth of this Month, 
executed for it. 

On the fame Day was beheaded Don Panta- 
Uon Sa, Brother to the Ambaflador of Portugal, 
ifor a Riot and Murder in Cornhill\ and though 
much Intereft was made to the Protedlpr for his 
Life, yet no Intreaties could prevail upon him to 
wave, what Lord Clarendon ftyles an exemplary 
Piece of Juftice. 

Soon after the Execution above-mention'd, there 
was publiflied, by Authority pf the Government, 
a Narrative of this Confpiracy againft Cromwell ^ : 
A fliort Extrad of the Pl^n thereof, which is very 
flightly pafs'd over by the Contemporary Writers, 
will be no improper JDigreffion. ^ rp. 

m It bears this Title, j4 true Account of the late bloody and inbu-^ 
man Confpiracy againft bis Highnefs the Lord ProteBor and this Com- 
montoealtb, for the Subverfion of the frefent Government thereof and 
invol'ving this Nation in Blood, Manifefied by the Examinations 
and Confjions, upon Oath, of fom" of the principal Confpiraters 
them/elves i as alfo by the Depofticns of federal Witnejjes vjhich 
Wtr^ taktn concerning the fame. Publijbed by fpecial Command.-^ 
Printed by Thomas Newcmb, m Thames -Jircet, ovcr-againft Baj' 
nard*s Caftle, 1654, 
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* The Parties in this Confpiracy, confifting of inter-rcgnuni. 
many Thoufands, were to have been difpofed to '^54« 
their feveral Pofts : The Parts they intended to afl: ^"""TC"^ 
were, to have feized upon the Horfe- Guard at the ^' 

Mews^ and there to have mounted the Troopers Heads of the 
own Horfes ; to have feized alfo upon the Foot-**iantlicrfipf. 
Guard at St, James's^, and upon Whitehall and the 
Tower of London ; as alfo upon all the Horfes in 
the Stables and Paftures in and about London^ and 
fifteen Miles round, which were to be drawn all 
into a form'd Body; and at the fame Time to 
have had confiderable Parties ready to have fallen 
upon the Guards at IJlington and in Southward j 
to have fecured London^ let down the Portculliffes, 
and then, by raifing of Apprentices, and firing the 
City in feveral Places, to have prevented all AiEft- 
ance. Their Intent was likewife to have feized 
•n the Perlbn of his Highnefs the Lord ProteiSor 
with a Party of Horfe, upon a Saturday as he was 
going to Hampton-'Court^ and to have murdered 
him. Together with him they intended to have 
cut ofF^the Council in general, or as many of thern 
as they could have got into their Power. And if 
thefe Things could not have been efFefted in the 
Way to Hampton- Courts then to have attempted his 
Highnefs and the Council in the Chapel at White- 
iafl, or as they were fitting in Council. Next to 
have feized on the Lord Mayor, and to have made 
him proclaim Charles Stuart by the Name of Charles 
the Second : And this to have been done at one In- 
ilant of Time. CoL Finch was to have com- 
manded the Party intended for London ; John Ge^ 
rard that Party that was to have fallen upon Whites- 
hail and the Proteftor j Henjhaw that upon the 
Mews ; Col; Deane that upon St, James's ; TTjo- 
mas May hart and other Perfons were to have fal^ 
\cn upon Col. Ingoldshy^s Regiment in Soutbwark ^ 
Peter Fowell, one Dayle an Innkeeper, and fomc 
others, upon the Guards TXHolborn and IJlingtonm 

' The Stroke having been thus given in and 

about London^ divers Regiments of Horfe and 

1 ' ' Foot. 
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Inter-regnum. Foot wcrc to have rifcn in feveral Parts of the Na- 
^^^^ rion ; fo that, by this Means, both City and Coun- 

^"T^p*^"^ try muft have been involved again in Blood. For 
the Execution of all which Major HenJhaWj and 
^nhn TVtftman^ his Half Brother, went into France^ 
to receive a Conimiffion from Charles Stuart \ 
where the faid Henjhaw had Conference with the 
faid Charles Stuart ^xht Lord Ormondy and S\t Ed- 
ward Hyde about it ; fo alfo had John Gerard^ and 
received Directions to proceed in \t : And though 
they returned at firft only with a verbal Commif- 
iion, yet they had afterwards one in Writing 
from the faid Charles Stuart '', This was the 
Sum of the Bufincfs, which was firft to have been 
begun by Perfons of lefler Confideration ; and 
then, afterwards, more eminent Perfons were to 
have engaged in it openly.' 

But to return to Parliamentary Matters : ^ 

On the 27th of this Month Lifts were return- 
ed to the Proteftor arid his Council, with the 
Names of thofe who were elefted to ferve as 
Members, in the next Convention, for the feveral 

Shires, 

« In *rburloe*s State Papers, Vo), II. p, 248, is a Copy of a kind 
of Proclamation from the King, dated at Paris, May 3, 1654, of* 
feting a Reward of 500/. per Arm, and a full Pardon^ alfo the Ho« 
nour of Knighthood^ and farther Preferment, to any Perfon what-> 
ever^ (except the late Speaker Lentbalt, Prelident Bfadjhaia, and 
Sir Arthur iiafelrigge) who fliould by Piftol, Sword, Poilon, or tmy 
' other Means, dcftroy 0//v/r Cromwell j wherein it is ftyled an Ad 

acceptable to God and good Men, to cut off fo deteftable a Villain 
from thePace of the Earth, In the fame Volume, p. 248, et Jt^, 
are Copies of many of the Examinations, Confeflions, &c, of the 
Perfons apprehended for this Plot : But 

Lord darendm, in his Account of this Confpiracy, not only 
clears Mr. Gerard and Vowell from having any Hand in it, but af- 
firms. That the King was averfe to any Rifing in his Favour ; 
charging his Friends to be quiet, and not engage themfelves in any 
Plots, as being only what would prove ruinous to tbemfelves, and 
do him no Service. Hifiory^ Vol. VI. p. 491. 

Mr. Carte treats this Affair as a Hiam Plot, and a meer Contri- 
vance of Major Henfiatv, one of Crinweirs Spies, i« order to fur- 
nifli the Protedor with a more plauiible Pretence for perfeaiting the 
Royaliftst— *«-But this Writer produces no Authority for his Af<- 
fcrtion. C4rte, Vol, IV. p, 6f 2. 
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Shires, Cities and Boroughs, in England and Inter-rcgiwim. 
Wales ^ Scotland and Ireland, as follows : »*54» 



Bedfordshire. 

Sir William Bottler^ Knt. 

^John Harvey^ Efq; 

Edm, IVingate^ Efq; 

John Neal^ Efq; 

Samuel Bedford^ Efq; 
Bedford Town, 

Buljirode Whitlocke^ one 
of the Lords Commif- 
fioners of the Great 
Seal. 

Berkshire. 
George Purefoy^ Efq; 
Edm, Dunchy Efq; 
Sir Robert Pye^ Knt. 
yohn Dunch^ Efq; 
John Southhy, Efq; 

Abingdon. 
Thomas Holt, Efq; 

Reading. 
Robert Hammondy Efq; 

Buckinghamshire. 
Buljirode TVhitlocke^ one 

of the Lords Commif- 

fioners of the Great 

Seal. 
Sir Richard Pigoty Knt. 
Richard Ingoldjby^ Efq; 
Richard GrenvilUy Efq; 
George Fleetwood^ Efq; 

Buckingham Town. 
Francis Ingoldjby^ Efq; 

Aylefbury. 
Henry Phillips^ Efq; • 
Chipping- Wycombe. 
Thomas Scott^ of Lam-' 

bethy Efqj 



Cambridgeshire. 
John Dejborough, Efq; 
Francis Rujfel^ Efq; 
Henry Pickering^ Efq; 
iJ^^^r/ C^y?^/, Efq; 

Cambridge Town. 
Richard Timbsy Aid. 

Cambridge Vniverfity^ 
Lord Henry CromwelL' 

IJle of Ely. 
7^i« r/^x^r/(?/, Efq; Se- 
cretary of State. 
George G lap thorny Efq; 

Cheshire. 
John Bradjhaw^ Serjeant 

at Law, Chief Juftice 

of Chefter. 
Sir George Booths Bart. 
Henry Brooke^ of Nor- 

tony Efq; 
%/>;? Crewy of Vkintorty 

Erq; 

Chefter C//y. 
CA^rZfj Whalleyy Efq; 

Cornwall. 
Thomas Gewen, ofBrad^ 

ridge y Efq; 
Anthony Nichoty of P/«- 

r^, Efq; 
Thomas Ceelyy of Trevi- 

Jhamy Efq; 
Richard Carter y of C^- 

lomh' Major y Efq; 
Anthony Roufey of Woo- 

tony Efq; 
5fe«^^ Laufice^ of P^«- 

ii/7r^, Efq; 

Walter 



JuJy. 

The Names of 
the Members 
who conftituted 
Cro/fnoe/rs fe- 
co|id Parliament. 
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fValtirMojfhj of Bake^ 

Efq; 
CbarUs BofcawiUj of 



Tngotkan, Efq; 
Launcefton. . 
JR$birt Bennetj £{q; 

Truro., 
Francis Roufej Efqj 

Penryn. - 
John Foxy Efq; 
Eaftlow and Wcftlow. 
Major Jahn Blackmore. 

Cumberland. 
Charles Howard^ Efq; 
William Brifcoey Efq; 

Carlifle City. 
Col. Thomas Fitch. 

Derbyshire. 
Nathaniel Barton^ Efq; 
Thomas SanderSy Efq; 
Edward Gilly Efq; 
77A« Gelly Efq; 

Derby Tiww. 
Gervafe nennety Efq; 

Devonshire. 
Robert RolUy Efq; 
Arthur Upton y Efq; 
Thomas Reynelly Efq; 
WilRam Morris y Efq; 
%A« //n?^, Efq; 
William Bajlardy Efq; 
/P7/AV7m iFry, Efq; 
Thomas Sanders^ Efq; 
Sir ^<9A» Northcoty Bart- 
JF/ir;?ry i/tf//i/, Efq^ 
7tfA« ^a/V>f, Efq; 

Exeter C//y. 
^homas Bampfieldy Efq; 
Thomas Gibbons^ Efq; 



Plymouth. 
Chrijiopher Ceefyy Mer- 
chant. 
/f7///^»i n^, Efq; 
Clifton, Dartmouth, 

Hardnefs. 
Thomas Boony of Ti«- 
/^/, Efq; 

Totnefs, 
John Dejhoroughy E<q; 
one of the Generals 
at Sea. 

Barnftable. ^ 
John Doddtridgey Efq; 

Tiverton. 
Rob. Shapcoty of Broad- 
merjhy Efq; 
Honiton. 
Sir John Toungy Knt. 

Dorsetshire. 
William Sydsnhamy Efq; 
John Binghamy Efq; 
Sir Walter EarUy Knt, 
John FitX'JameSy Efq; 
y^A« Trenchardy Efq; 
Henry Henleyy Efq; 

Dorchefter. 
%A« Whitewayy Efq; 
Weymouth ^«rf Mel^ 

comb-Regis. 
Dennis Bondy Efq; 
Lyme-Regis. 
Edmund Prideauxy Efq; 
Attorney-GeneraK 
Poole. 
iSir Anthony AJhley Coo^ 
pery Bart.. 

Durham. 
Col. Robert Lilburney "of 
' Thickliy-Puncherdon. 
Georgf 
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George Lilburney of Sun- 
derlandy Efq; 
Durham* City. 
Jnthony Smithy Mercer. 
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' Tewklbury. 

Sir Anthony Ajbley Coo- 



per, 



Bart. 



Essex. 
Sir Will. Majhamy Bart. 
Sir Rich, Everard^ Bart, 
Sir Tho. Honeywood^ Kt. 
Sir Thomas Bowes^ Knt. 
Henry Mildmety^oiGra- 

cesy Efq; 
Thomas Coke^ of Fed- 

marjhj Efq; 
Col. Carew Mildmay. 
Sir Samuel Sleigh^ Knt. 
Dionyjius lVakeringy^ic{\ 
Edward Turner^ Efq; 
Richard Cutts^ Efq; 
Oliver Raymond^ Efq; 
Herbert Pelham^ Efq; 

Maiden. 
Col. ^Joachim Matthews* 

Colchefter. 
Col. John Barkjlead^ 

Lieutenant of the 

Tower. 
John Maidjlone^ Efq; 

Gloucestershire. 

George Berkeley^ Efq; 

Matthew Hale^ one of 
the Juftices of the 
Common Bench. 

John How ^ Efq; 

Chrijiopher Guife^ Efq; 

Syhanus Woody Efq; 
Gloucefter City, 

William Lenthally Efq; 
Matter of the Rolls. 

Thomas Pury^ fen. Efq; 



Cirenccfter. 
John StonSy of Friday- 
Jlreety London^ Efq; 

Herefordshmie. 
John Scudamorey Efq; 
John Patejhaly Efq; 
John Flackety Efq; 
Richard Ready Efq; 

Hereford C//y, 
Bennet HoJkinSy Efq; 

Leominfter. 
7tf/>« Birchy Efq; 

Hertfordshire. 
Henry Laurencey Lord 

Prefident of his High- 

nefe's Cotincil. 
William Earl of Salif- 

bury. 
Sir %A/i Wittewrongy 

Knt. 
Sir Richard Lucyy Knt. 

and Bart. 
Thomas Nicholly Efq; 

St. Albans, 
^/^^« C(9,v, Efq; 

Hertford. 
Ifaac Pultery Efq; 

Huntingdonshire. . 
Edward Montague y Efq; 
one of his Highnefs's 
Council. 
Henry Cromwell y jun. of 

Ramfeyy Efq; 
Stephen Phefanty of C/^- 
«;^0^9 Efq; 

Hunt- 



Inter-fcgnutn. 

1654.' 
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yehn Btmardj £iq; 

Kent. 
WiHium Jaaus^ £<q; 

John Boys^ of Betti- 

fhanger^ Efq; 
Sir He^tn Varu^ fen. Kt. 
Col. Ralph H^eldon. 
Lambert Godfrty^ Efq; 
Col. Richard Bud. 
Lt. Col. Hjtfvry Oxifiden, 
Augnftine Skinuery Efq; 
Daniel Shaft erdetiy Efq; 
John SeyUardf jun» Efq; 

Canterbury CJ/y. 
Thomas Scott ^ Efq; 
Francis Butcher^ Efq; 

Rochefter C//jr- 
y^i&w Pariery Efq; Re- 
corder. 

Maidftone^ 
John Banisy jun. Gent. 
. Queenborough. 
Augujline Garland^ Efq; 

Lancashire. 
Richard Holland^ Efq; 
Gilbert Ireland^ Efq; 
iJ/VA. Standift), of Duckf^ 

bury, Efq; 
/r////tf;w ^«r/?, Efq; 

Prefton. 
i?/VA. Shuttleworthy Efq; 

Lancafter. 
i7i?«ry Porter, Elq; 

Liverpool. 
Thomas Birch, fen. Efq; 

Manchefter. 
Ci&/7r/^j /;f^r/&y, of the 
Plat, Efq; .r" % 



7%ff/ntfx Beaumont y Efq; 
//^«ry Earl of Stamford. 
Thomat Lord Gr^jf, of 

Grooby. 
Thomas Poehin, Efq; 

Lejcefter Titt;;/. 
Sir Arthur Hafelrigge, of 

Nefeley, in the County 

of Leicefter, Bart. 
William Stanley, Gent. 

and Alderman of the 

Borough. 

LiNCOtKSHIRE. 

Edward RoJJiter, Efqj 
Thomas Hall, Efq; 
Thomas Lifter, Efq; 
Charles Hall, Efq; 
Francis Clinton, alia$ 

FUftnes, Efij; 
Thomas Hatcher, Efq; 
^///^iw /i^^tf%, Efq; 
William Saville, Efq; 
^i7//V7w /r^%, E(q; 
7fl)^« J5rr^?r^ Efq; 

Lincoln Cny. - ' 
/^/V/ir« MarJhalJy Al- 

derman. 
Origen Peart, Alder- 
man. - 

Bofton. 
^//ww £///V, Efq; 

Grantham. 
William Bury, fen. £^; 

Starriford. 
yoA« Weaver, Elq; 
Grcat-Grimiby. 
^///Vw ^ri?j^, Efq; . 

Middlesex. 

^\x William Roberts, Kt. 
Jofiah 
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Great- Yarmouth. 
Gol. miliam Goffe. 
Thomas Dunn, Gent. 



ytjidh Bermrs^ Efq; 
Sir yames Harrington^ 

Knt. and Bart. 
Edm. Harvey^ Efq; 

Weftminfter City. 
Thomas Latham^ Efij; 
Tho. Fauconbridgej Efq;^ 

London City, 
Thomas Foot^ AWerman. 
IVill'tam Steely Serjeant 

at Law, Recorder. 
Thomas Adams^ Efq; 
'John Langham^ Efq; 
Samuel Avery ^ Efq; 
Andrevj Riecard^ Efq*, 

Monmouthshire. 
Richard Lord Cromwell, 
Col. Philip Jones^ pne of 
his Highnefs's Coun- 
cil. 
Henry Herbert^ Efq; 

NoRFOtK. 

Sir John Hohart, Bart. 
Sir William Doyley^ Knt. 
Sir jRtf/^A^ ifor/^ Bart. 
73^«wi /FW^, Efq^ 
Robert IViltm^ Efq; 
Thomas Sotherion^ Eiq; 
PA/Vi> Waodhoufe^ Eiq; 
i?(?^<rr/ ^iJ^^, fen. Efq; 
PZr/7/^ BedingfieUj fen. 

Efq; 
Tobias Frere^ Efq; 
, .Norwich CiVy. 
Bernard Churchy Efq; 
,3^<?ir« Hobart^ Efq; 
Lynn-Regis. , 
PW//p SJtippon^ one of his 

Highnefs's Council. 
Guybon Goddafd^ Efq; 

Recorder. 



I»t«r-K|suiii« 
1654. 



Northamptonshire. 
Sir Gilhert Pickerings Bt. 

one of hrs Hfghncfs's 

Council. 
John Grew^ fen. Efq; 
Sit John Norwich^ Knt. 

and Bart. 
yohn €l»ypoUj fen . Efq ; 
Sir John Dryden^ Bart. 
Thomas Brcfvk^ Efq; 

Peterborough C//y. 
Alexander Blake^ Efq; 

Northampton Town. 
Peter Whalley^ Gent. 

Northumberland. 
William Fenwcky of 

Wallingtony Bfq; 
Robert Fenwicky of jB^i- 

lington^ Efq; 
iif^«ry O^/^, of Egling* 
ham^ Efq; 
Newcaftle a/><9« Tyne. 
Sir y/rif*. Hafelrigge^ Bt. 
Berwick »/>©« Tweed. 
G#^. Fenwicky of Brenk^ 
horny in the County of 
Northumb^rlandy £fq; 

Nottinghamshire. 
William Pierepoint, Efq; 
Edward Whalley^ ^fq; 
Edward Nevilly £% 
CAtfr/ifj ?/^/Vif, Efq;. , ' 

Nottingham Tiww- 
%OT^x Chadwicky . Efq; 
/<?j&« Mafony Gent. 

Ox- 
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Oxfordshire 

Robgrt Jenkinfdn^ Efq; 

Charles Fleitwo^d^ Lieu- 
ten ant- General q{ Ire- 
land. 

Col. Jtfwrj Whitloch. 

Nathaniel Fiennes^ Efq; 

/^///w//i Lenthally Efq; 
Oxford C/V;. 

Bulftrode IVhttlocke^ one 
of4he Lords Commif- 
fioners of the Great 
Sea]. 

Oxford Univerfity. 

John Owen^ D. t). 
- Woodftock. 

Lieut, Gen.Charles Fleet- 
wood* 

Rutlandshire. 
IP'Uliam Shield^ Efq; 
Edward Horfrman^ Efq; 

Shropshire. 
Humphrey Mackworthy 

fen. Efq; 
Thomas Mitton^ Efq; 
Robert Corbet^ of 5/^3f«- 

wardetiy Efq; 
Philip Toung, Efq; 

Sbre>vflbury. 
Richard Cheflnre^ Gent. 
Humphrey Matkworthy 

jun. Gent. ' 
Bruges, ^//tff Bridge- 
north. 
William Crown^ Efq; 

Ludlbw. 
y(?/&« 4^<7», Gent. 

Somersetshire. 
Sir 7^Zr« Horner^ Knt. 



%iff Bucklandy Efq* ' 
Gen. 5^«A« Dejboroughi 
John Frejion^ E(c^^ 
John Harrington^ JEfq; 
>A;i 4<&, Efq; 
Charles Steynings^ Efq; 
Robert Longy Efq; 
Richard JoneSy Efq; 
Thomas Hippefieyy Efq; 
Samuel Perry; Efq; 

Briftol C//y. 
i?<?^/rf Jldworth^ Efq; 
il//7/r >t'if>«, Efq; 

BatK C//7. 
Col. Alexander Pophamy 
of Honijireet. 
Wells C//y. 
Lijlebons Longy Efq; 

Taunton. 
Thomas Gorges^ Efq; 
y^A;* Gorgesy Efq; 

Bridgwater. 
Col. ^i/r^ 5/tf^ir. 

SoUTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Richard Lord CromwelL 
Richard Norton^ Efq; 
Richard Majory Efq; 
>A» 5/. 5i»r^^, Efq; 
jR<?*^rr /F/2%, Efq; 
Francis Rivety Efq; 
Edward Hooper^ Efq; 
JohnBulkUyy Efq; 

Winchefter Ci/jr. 
7^*« Hildefleyy Efq; " 

Southampton TW^. 
7^A« £/)«?, one of the 

Lords Commiifioners 

of the Great Seal, and 

Recorder. 

Portf- 
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Portfmouth Town. 
Nathaniel fFhethamiEfq^ 

Andover. 
yohn Dowfiy of HurJIeyt 

Efq; 
IJIe of Wight. 
Col. fFilliam Sydenham ^ 

one o£ his Highnefs's 

Council. 
John Lifle^ one of the 

Lords Commiffioners 

of the Great Seal, 

Staffordshire. 
^\iGharlesWolfeley^'&2xt. 
Thomas Crompton^ Efq; 
Thomas Whitgravcy Efq; 

Lichfield City. 
Thomas Minors^ Efq; 

Stafford. 

. yohnBradJhaWy Serjeant 

at Law. 

Newcaftle under Line. 

Edward Keeling^ Gent. 

Suffolk. 
Sir Thomas Barnardifton^ 

Knt. 
Sir William Springs Bart. 
Sir Thomas Beddingfield^ 

Knt.. 
Wiiiiarn Bloys^ Efq; 
John Gurdon^ Efq; 
miliam Gibbsy Efq; 
yohn Brandlings Efq; 
Alexander Bence^ Efqj 

?ohn Sicklemore^ Efq; 
homgs Bacon^ Efq; 
Ipfwich. 
Nathaniel Bacon ^ Efq; 
Francis Bacon^ Efq; 
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St. Edmundfbury;. 
Samuel Moody^ Efq; 
John Clark, Efq; 

Dunwich. 
jR^Z-. BrewfterioiWren' 
tham, Efq; 
Sudbury. 
7(?A« Fofhergilly Efq; 

Surrey. 
Sir Richard OnJIoWf Kqt. 
Major - General ^ote 

Lambert. 
Arthur Onflow, Efq; 
Francis Drake, Efq; 
Robert Holman, oiDark^ 

ingy Efq; 
Col. -Rtf^^rf ^(?tfi, of 
Kingjion. 
Southwark. 
Samuel Highland, Efq; 
Robert Warcup, Efq; 

Guilford. 
Richard Hiller, of Guil- 
ford, Gent. 
Ryegate. 
Edward Btjhe, Efq; 

Sussex. 
Herbert Morley^ Efq; 
yoZ>« Stapeleyy Efq; 
J<?A« Ftf^^, Efq; 
William Hay, Efq; 
yohnPelham, Efq; 
Anthony' Stapeley, Efq; 
SivThomasPelham, Bart. 
Francis Lord Dacres, 
Herbert Sprungat, Efq; 

Chichefter C/Vy. 
//I?«ry Peckham, Efq; 
Recorder. 

Lewes. 



Inter*r«gntim« 
1654. 

July. 
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Henry SMley^ Efq; 
Eaft-Grinftcd. 
John Goodwin^ Efq; 

ArundeU. 
Anthony Shir ley ^ ^Pref- 
ton^ Efqj 

Warwickshire. 
Richard Lucy^ Efq; 
Thomas fVitloughby^ Efq; 
Sir RichardTempIe^ Ban. 
TVilliam Purefoy^ Efq; 

Ciwemry City. 
William Purefoy^ Efq; 
Robert Beok^ Efq; 

Warwick. Totvn. 
Richard Lu'cy^ Efq; 

Westmoreland. 
CbriJIopher Lifter^ Efq; 
'Jeremy Baynesy Efq; 

Wiltshire. 
Sir Anthony AJhley Cooper ^ 

Bart. 
Alexander Popham^ Efq; 
Hhomas Grove^ of fi«ry- 

C<7«r/, Efq; 
-<*/jr. Thijllethwait^ £fq; 
Francis HoUis^ Efq; ' 
y^^« -fnx/f, of ^ary 

Town, Efq; 
TVilliam Torke^ Efq; 
%^« Norden^ Efq; 
jamis AJhy Efq; 
Gabriel Martin^ Efq; 

New Sarum C/Vy. 
Edward Tooker, Efq; 
WiUiam Stevens^ Efq; 

Recorder there. 



Marlborough. 
lActtt.Gcn.CharlesFleet^ 
wood. ' 

Devifes. 
Edward Baynton^ Efq; 

Worcestershire. 
Sir Thomas Rous^ Knt 

and Bart. 
Edwaid Pitt, Efq;' 
Nicholas Lechmere^ Efq; 
5^^ Aw Bridges'^ Efq; 
y^/^^/ Badger^ Efq; 
Worccftef C//>. 
fUlliam Collinsy Efq; 
Edward EhineSy Alder- 
man. 

Yorkshire. 
Weft - Riding. 
Thomas Lord Fairfax. 
John Lambert, Efq; one 

of , his Highnefs'a 

Council. 
Henry Tempefly Efq; 
y^Aw 5r/^A/, Efq; 
Edward ^Gell, Efq; 
Martin Lijler\ Efq; 

Eaft-Riding, 
Sir »7//. Strickland, Knt. 

and Bart. 
TValter Strickland, Efq; 

one of his Highnels's 

Cotincil. 
/fo^/5 Bethell, Efq; 
Richard Robinfon^ of 

Thicket, Efq; 
North-Riding. 
George Lord j&«r^- 
Francis Lafcelles, Efq; 
Thomas Harrifon, Ef<][; 
George Smithfon^ Efq; 
York 
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York City. 
Sir Thomas fViddrin^tim^ 
Knt. one (^ the Lords 
CommilTioficrs of the 
Great Seal, 
Thomas •Dichnfon^ Al- 
derman. ' 
Kingfton upon Hull. 
William Lijier^ Efq; 

Beverley. 
FrancisThvff^one of the 
Barons of the Exche- 
quer. 

Scarbrough'. 
John fyHdman^ of the 
• City of Weftminftvr^ 
Efq; 

W A L 

ANGLESfiy, 
George T<AjiJleton^ Efq; 
William Fokwijl^ Efq; 

Brecknockshire. 
Henry Lord Herbert. 
Edmund, J ones ^ Efq; 

Cardiganshire. 
'James Phillips^ Efq; 
Jenkin Lhyd^ Efq; 

CAftMARTrtENSHIRE. 
John Glevpole^ Efq; 
Rowland Dawkins, Efq; 

Carnarvojibhire. 
y(7*« G^«w, Serjeant at 

Law. 
Thomas Moftyn^ Efq; 

Denbighshire* 

Col. £y;»^« TheloalL 
Col. John Carter* 
Vol. XX. 



J«ir- 
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Rich mohl. In«r.i*»nBm. 

>*« /F^y/^/, of Scor- '^54. 
/<?«, Efq; 

Leeds. 
Jdam Baynesy of Know- 
ftrop, Efq; 

Halifax. 
7*r/?;wy Beniley^ Gent. 

CINQUE PORTS, 
, Dover. 
/iT/V/Ztfiw Ckileny Efq; 

Sandwich. 
Lifcut. Col. Tho. Kelfey, 

Rye. 
tierbert Morky^ Efq; 

E S. 
Flintshire. 

y^Aw Trevor^ Efc]; 
^Wr^w £///j, Efq; 

Glamorganshire. 
Philip Jones ^ Efq; one of 
his Highncfs's Coun- 
cil. 
Edm. Tl}omaSy of Wenro^ 
Efq; 
Cardiffe Ti«;«. 
John Price J Efq; 

Merionethshire. 
y^Aw Vaughan^ of J&- 
V£7ihodigj Efq; 

Montgomeryshire. 
Sir y^i^ Prw, of New^ 

totan^ Bart. 
Charles Lloyd^ of Garth^ 

Efq; 
U N Pem^ 
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iJltCT-regnuni. PEMBROKESHIRE. . Havcrford-Weft^ 

^.J^^X^ Sir Erafmus Phillips, of 7^*« t/?^««> E^qj- 
July. PUfDn-Cojlle^ Bart. Radnorshire. 

Arthur Otven, of AVw- George Gtvyn, Efq; 

m^^?/^^ Efq; //^wry fVilliams^ Efq> 

SCOTLAND. 

Shires. 

Invernefsy Lieutenant- Colonel IViUiam MitchelL 

Forfar and Kinkardine^ Col. David Barclay y of 
t/r/V. 

/*//> and Kinrofsy Col. James Hay. 

Perth, Georze Earl of Linlithgow, - 

Linlithgow, Stirling, and Clackmannan^ Col. TJfl- 
»/^j Read, Governor of Stirling, 

Dunbarton, Argyle, and i&2^/>, Six James Hamilton^ 
of Ormi/lon. 

Lanerk, Col. IFilUam Lockhart. 

Mid' Lothian, George Smith, Efq; one qf thejudgcs 
of Scotland. 

Merce, John Swinton, of Swinton, Efq; 

Selkirk and Peebles, John Thompfon, Auditor-Ge- 
neral of the Revenues of Scotland. 

Dumfries, Col. James Earl, of Hartjell. 

IVigtoun, Sir James MacDowel, of Garthland. 

Eaji- Lothian, Mr. Benjamin Br ejfey, oi Dolphinton, 

C 1 1 1 E s and Boroughs. 
Edinburgh, Samuel Dejhorough, one of the Com- 

^miifioners for the Revenues, Georgi Downingy 

Efq; Scout-Mafter-Genetal. 
Forfar, Dundee, Aberbrothock, Montrofe, and Bre- 

chin. Sir Alexander JVedderhurn, of Blacknefs, 
. Knt.. Clerk of i>«W^/f. 
Linlithgow, ^een's - Ferry, Perth^ Culrofs, and 

Stirling, Col. y«A« 0/^^ji 
5^. Andrew's, Dyfart, Kirkaldy, Coupar, Anflru- 

ther-EaJler, Pittenweem, Crail, Dunfermline, 

King horn, Anjlruther-Wefler , Innerkeithing, Kil- 

renny, and Burnt- I/land^ James Sword, Burgcfs 

of St. Andrew's. 

La- 
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Lan'erk^ GlafgoWy Rutherglen^ Rothfay^ Renfrew^ JnteSregniim* 
Ayr.e^ Irvtn^ aiid Dunharton^ Mr. John IViikie^ ^^54- , 
of Bromhoufe. TuT*"*"^ 

Dumfries^ Sanquhar^ Lochmahen^ Annan^ tVigtoun^ 
Kircudbright^ Whitehorn^ and Gcilloway^ Major 
"Jeregniah Tolihurft^ 'Burgefs of Dumfries, 

'Peebles^ Selkirk^ Jedburgh^ Lauder^ North-Berwick.^ 
Dunbar., and Haddington., Mr. William Thomp- 
fan., Burgefs of Haddington, ^ 

I R E L AN D. I 

Counties. 

^leath and Lowth^ Co\. John Fowke^ Governor of 
Drogheda^ Major J Villi am Cadogan, 

Kildare and fVicktoe, yi2L]ot Anthony Morgan, Ma- 
jor IVillidm Meredith, • 

Dublin,, Col. ^«'//« Hewfon, ^of Lutterejs Town. 

Gatherlough., Ji^ ex ford ^Kilkenny,, and ^een^sCounty^ 
Col. Thomas Sadler , Col. Daniel Axtell, 

WeJl'Meath^ Longford ,, and King's County, ^xxTheo^ 
philus Jones, Col. Thomas Scott, 

Downe, Antrim, and Armagh, Col. Robert Vena^ 
hies. Col. ^r//;«r i//7/. 

Derry, Donnegal, and Tyrone, Col. %^« Clarke, 
U 2 of 

k By the 9th Article of the Indrument of Government, the 
Number of Members to fit anil ferve for Scotland was fixM at 30 ; 
and accordingly Writs were iflued out to the Shires of Qrk-- 
ney, Zetland, and Caitbnefs for one j to Sutherland, Rofs, and CrO'- 
marty, one ; to Elgin and Nairn, one ; to Banff, one ; to Aber- 
deen, one 5 to yfyre and Renfre*uf, one } to Roxburgh, one ; .and 'to 
the Boroughs of Dornoch, Tain, Jnvernefi, Dingwall, Nairn, El- 
giVf and Forres, one ; to Banff, Cullen, amdASerdeen, one j but it does 
not appear that more than the above 2 1 Members were ekdted^ Mr^ 
JVbitloeke, in fome Meafure, accounts fof this, by faying, ' Thac 
five Sheriffdoms in Scotland return' d, That not one Perfon fit to 
be a Parliament- Man was to be found within their Liberties :* 
jfeiit the Reafon of^the reft making no Return We cannot account 
for. Memorials, p, 581* 

1 Mr. Ludlow Kvrites, ' That fome of the Commillioners ia Ire^ 
Jandvfere againil the Proprietors of Lands chufing Members, left, 
they Ihould return fuch as were Enemies to the Englijh Intereft; 
and therefore propofcd that, for this Time, CromttW/ and his Coun~ 
cil (hould nominate the Thirty who were to reprefent the Jrrjb Na- 
tion in the Englijh Parliament/ Our Memorialift, wlio was at that 
Time one of the Commiffioners, takes to himfelf the Merit of df* 
feating this Project of, what he calls, the Court Party^ 
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Inter-regnum. of Londonderry^ Thomas Newburghj bf Liffird^ 
'^54- in the County of Donne^al^ Efq; 

Tjl^^"^ Cavan^ Fermannagh\ and Monoghan^ Co\.John Cole^ 
Kerrjy Limericks and Clare^ Major-General Sir 

Hardrefs ff^aiUr.Xol Henry Ingoldjby. 
Cork, Roger Boyle y Lord Baron of BroghUL 
Tipperary and fVaUrford, J^^^ Reynolds^ Commif- 
' fary-General, Hierom Sankey^ Efq; 

SligOy Rof common, and Le Trimy Sir Robert Kingy 

Knt. Sir "John Temple, Knt. 
Galway and Map, Sir Charles Cooty Commiflary- 
Gencral John Reynolds^ 

Cities and' T o w n y. 

Duhllny Daniel Hutchirrfon, Alderman. 
Carrickfergus and Belfaft, Major Daniel Redmcin, 
Derry and Colerane, Ralph King, Efq; 
Limerick and Kilmallocky IVilliam Purefdy^ E^QJ 
Cork and Toughall, Col. miHam Jephfon. 
Bandon and King f ale, Vincent Goakin, Efq; 
Waterford and Clonmelly JVilliam Halfeyy Eftjy 

Having taken Notite of every Thing niaterial 
to our Purpofe, which happened in the Interval 
between the Diffolution of the laft Parliament and 
the Meetitig of the next, we (hall conclude h: with 
an Account of fuch Ordinances, mad^ and pub- 
fiflied by the Protedor and his Council during that 
Period, as were moft remarkable ; drtd whifeh, ta 
prevent breaking off the Thread of oiir Hiftory, 
were purpofely omittied in their refj^ftive Scriks*— 
They were thefe, 
©idinances paf- An Ordinance relating to PuhSc P teachers^ 
fed by the Lord^ftgreby It Was enii(\cd, «• That ho JPerfon ftould 
eounfu!"''' thereafter be adiiiftted to a Benfeflce^with Cure of 
Souls, or allowed to jjreach any public Lefture^ 
v/ithout being fitft ^apprcjved (as abte and -fit to 
preach the Gofpei, by reafon of the Grace of God 
in him, his holy and unblamcable Converfation, 
as alfo for his Knowledge and Utterance) by cer- 
tein Commrflioncrs, confifting of Ecclefiaftics and* 
taymen named in the A&y who were impowered 
f . t» 
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to grant Admiflion by an Inftrument under their inter-regmmu 
Common Seal, wWch (hould be deemed as fuffi- *^54' 
cient, to all Intents and Purpofes. as Inftitution , ^^Tji"**"*^ 
and Induftion ; That all Patrons of Benefices, then 
vacant, (bould prefent within fix MoJ3ths ; in De> 
fault of which the Prefentation, for that Tijrn, 
fhioyI4 devolve, by Lapfe, to the Lord Proteftor : 
Bu;t the Povyrer of thefe Coromiflioners did not ex- 
tend to Lectures read in the Univcarfities : And 
there was an exprefs Provifo, That this Ordinance 
fjiould not be conftru^d as a foleran fetting apart any 
Perfon to the Oifice of the Miniftry ; but only to 
be cojifidered as a Means for better fupplying the 
Nation with able Preachers, and to capacitate them 
to receive thp public Maintenance appointed by 

For declaring all Meetings for Cock-fighting to be 
unlawful jjjfemblies^ and punijlmhle as fuch. The 
Preamble fets forth, * That this Kind of Diver- 
iion had beep foi;nd, by Experience, to tend to the 
Difturbapce of the Public Peace; \vas commonly 
accompanied with Ganaiflg, Drinking, Swearing, 
Quarrelling, and other diUblute Pra<5ices, to thp 
Difjionour of God, and Ruin of Families.' 

f'or Pardon ^nd Grace to the People of Scotland, 
for all Masters done in relation to the late Wars : 
Hereby the Inflates, Real and Perfonal, of all the 
^cots Natiofi, except certain Lords and Gentlemen 
blamed in the Ordinance, were difcharged from all 
§equeftratipi>s. Fines, and Forfeitures whatfo- 
cver. 

For uniting Scotland ^nto one Commonwealth with 
^ England. 8y this Ordinance the Scots Nation were 
deplared difcharged of their Allegiance to'the Stu- 
art YzmWy: Monarchy and thic Parliamentary Au-. 
thority of that Nation were aboliflied; and, as be- 
fore obferved, thirty Reprefentatives were to be 
fent from thence to fit and vote in the Parliament 
of England ; and the Arps of Scotland were to be 
empaled witli thpfe of the EngUJh Commonu'calth. 
All Goods were to pafs as free of Cuftoms and Du- 
fsi^s beftveen England and Scot land y as they ufed 
U's to 
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Inter- rcgnum. to do from one Part of England to another ; and 
^054- Got/ds prohibited in England were to be fo in Scot- 
T^J""*^ land. 'Faxes to be proportionable ; Servitude and 
V^allalage talcen away; Heriots and Fines, on Death 
or AiiLnation of Eltdtes, regulated ; Superiorities, 
Lo'dihips, and JurildicStions abolilhed; as alfo 
Military Services, Cafualties, ^r. And all For- 
feitures to clcheat to^ the Lord Protector for the 
Time b«ing. 

For ereti ng Courts Baron in Scotland ; and veft^ 
ing in Truftees the Ejlates ofP^rJons of that Nation 
excepted from Pardon^ for the Public JJfe : But 
Provinon was firfl: to be made for the V^f'ives and 
Children, and Creditors of the Peifons who had fo 
forfeited. 

For bringing the Public Revenues of the Common" 
wealth into one Treafury : The Reafons given in 
the Preamble for paffing this Ordinance, are, 
^ That, by fuch Alteration, the Charges arifing by 
the Multiplicity of Treafuries and Receipts might 
te reduced, the Perfons employed therein brought 
to a due Account, and the Public Revenues more 
readily employed, as the Occafions of the Com- 
monwealth might require.' Then it proceeds to 
enail, ' That all public Money fliould be paid into 
the Exchequer at IVeJlminfler ; that for Payments 
Tallicb Ihould be levied and allowed according to 
the accuftomed Courfe ; and Monies iflued by fuch 
Officers as the Lord Protedor fhould .appoint by 
his Letter? Patent, in which the Fees to be taken 
Ihould be L^xprefs'd ; and any Officer taking «iore, 
was to forfeit his Place, and treble the Value of 
fuch Fee : No Money was to be iiTued out of the 
Exchequer, without a Warrant fop that Purpofe, 
under the Great or Privy Seal/ 

For preventing Challenges.^- Duels ^ and all Pro- 
vocations thereto : Hereby it was enafted, * That 
if any Perfon ftiould challenge, or caufe to be chal- 
lenged i or accept, or knowingly carry, a Challenge 
to %ht a Duel, he fhould be committed to Prifon, 
■without Bail, for fix Months, and give Security 
for his good Behaviour for one whole Year after : 

Perfons 
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Ferfons challenged, not clifcoverlng it in twenty- inter-rcgn»m 
four Hours, to. be deemed Accepters : Fighting a . '^54- 
Duel where Death fhouJd enfue, to be adjudged ^^^T^^^^'T^ 
Murder: Fighting a Duel upon a preceding ChaJ- ' "^" ' ' 
Jenge, being a Second, or affifting therein, though 
Death Ihould not enfue thereupon, to be baniflied 
for Life within one Month after Convidion, and 
in cafe of Return to fufFer Death : Perfons ufing 
provoking Words, or Geftures, to be indided ; 
and, if convicSled, to be fined, bound to the good 
Behaviour, and make Reparation to the Party in- 
jured, according to his Quality and the^Nature of 
the OfFence,' 

For better regulating and limiting the yurifdic- 
tion of the High Court of Chancery. The Pre- 
amble fets forth the Occafion of this Ordinance to 
be, ^ That all Proceedings touching Relief in 
Equity might be had with \\z{^ Trouble, Expence, . 
and Delay than formerly. And, in order thereto, 
it was enaftcd. That there fliould be Sixty Attor- 
nfes in Chancery, and no more, to be nomijpated 
by the Mafler of the Rolls, and approved by the 
Commiffioners of the Great Seal, who ftiould fol- 
licit each Client's Caufe for the ufual Termly Fee 
of 3 J. 4^?. only. 

* The fix Clerks in Chancery were reduced to 
three Chief Clerks, who had Power to infp^dt the 
Condudt of the feveral Attornies ; and, in cafe of 
Negligence or Unfaithfulnefs, to give Damages to . . 
the Party wrong'd, and to difcharge the Attorney 

fo offending from his Place. And all Bills, An- 
fwers. Pleadings, l^c. to be filed with that Chief 
Clerk, to whofe Office the Attorney towards the 
Caufe for the Plaintiff re^edtively belong'd. 

* The firft Procefs to be a Subpoena^ which 
ihould be open, and contain as many Defendants 
as the Plaintiff defired to be inferted therein ; pay- 
ing only 6e/. for the Seal, and i s. to the Officer, 

' If a Counfel wilfully mifinform'd the Court of 
iiny Matter, in the Pleadings or Evidence, whereby 
zn Order (hould be obtained, which they might 
^^fterwards fee Caufe to difcharge, he wa3 to be 

openly 
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Inter-refnnm. openly reprimanded; and, before he Qkiuld be fuf- 

'*54- fcrcd to be heard any more at that Bar, to pay 405. 

^— ''V**^ to the Party wrong'd by iuch Miiioformation, aod 

^""^^^ 20 s. to the L<?rd Prpteaor : Qut if ftich kfifi^for- 

ination was owing to the Client ot Ati»riiey,' they 

to pay 40 J. to the Party wrQng'4, s»d b^.<xxai- 

mitted by the Court till Payn»cnt. 

* All Catifes to be (ct dowv) forliea.ring ki^tbeir 
Order as publifbed, without preferring ope b^fbs^ 
another 5 to be fo prefented by the Qhjef^Cifjkfi^ 
without taking any Fee, and to be hpard -<oi> tke 
Day fet down ; and, for that Purppfe, tke X^rds 
Commiffioners 6f the Gxeat Seal to fit eviery^ Af- 
ternoon, as well as Forenoon, except Saturday A- 

* All Caufes to be heard the next Tewn after 1 
Publication ; or, if more then could be difpatch'd ! 
within that Time, to be beard on certaiiX Days I 
appointed for that Purpofe after Term, I 

* No Relief to be had, in Chancery, ^gaiaft ,a I 
. Bond for Payment of Money only ^ or, in any Cirfc | 

where the Plaintiff waj inti^kd to Relief at Com- , 

mon Law ; nor any Decree to be made agatnft an 
A£t of Parliament. 

* Tables of all the feveral Fees to be taj^eo by 
the Mailer of the Rolls, the Mafteri in Cha<icery, 
Subpoena Office, the Chief Clerks ai^d Aftoroies, 
the RegiClers, Examiners, &c, were ptimted in ik<e 
Ordinance : And arty Peribn talcing more to be 
deem'd an Extortioner, puniflied as fuch, «nd alfo ' 
difabled to bear any Office of Truft or Profit in 
the Commonwealth. Amongft thefc Tables of 
Fees there were two very remarkable /i^Atx .- That 
no Counfel, under the fkgree of a Serjeant at 
Law, (hould receive mor« than i ox. for a Motkut, 
;tnd 20s. on a Hearing : But the Counfel for the 
Lord Protestor, and Serjeants, were alio.WQd tx| 
take double that Fee in both Cafes. 

^ It was alfo enafted. That no Sum of Money, 
or other Gratuity, fhould be taken for the Nomi- 
l^ation or Admiffion of Perfons to any OiHoe in tbe 
Appointment of the Coi^ of Chancery, by the 
Ijord Chancellor, Mafter of the RoUs, or any^tber 

Su. 
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Superior Officer ; tipon Pain of lofing his own inttr-rt^mm. 
Place, and pJtylng tfouble the Value of tbe Mo- ^ '^54- 
ney, t5?c. fo received ; one Moiety thereof to the * 
Lord Pr6t€£kJr, and the other to the Party who 
fliould fue for the fame.* 

Tlieft »r^ fome of tjie principal Heads of this 
very remarkable OWinance ; whereby the whole 
Pra<ftice of the Court of Chancery was, in a great 
Meafure, to be thrown into a new Channel : But 
as our DefigB is only to exhibit an hiftorical View 
of tbe moft irtter^fting Laws made by Cromwell and 
hfS Oountil, what has already been offered may be 
fufficient for that Purpofe ; and ftie reft we fliall 
pafs over with a Reference. ^ 

Far th€ EjeSfhn of fcandahus^ ignorant^ and inr* 
fuffdekf Miniflers dnd Schoelmajiers. Hereby fe- 
veral Lords, Knights, Gentlemen, and other Lay- 
ConMniffioners, were appointed in every County 
of England and Wales^ with Authority to call be- 
fore them any public Preacher or Lefturer, having 
a legal Stipend, and alfo all Schoolmafters ; to re- 
ceive Articles of Information againft them ; upon 
Conviftion, to ejed fuch whom they fliould find 
to be within the Defcription of this Ordinance, and 
fequefter the Revenues of their refpefttve Bene- 
fices : The Patron was^ required to prefent or no- 
ininute, within four Months after fuch Removal, 
a$ if the Incumbent were dead ; but the Succeflbr 
was to be approved by thefe Commiffioners; anji, 
in cafe of Lapfe, the Patronage or Nomination, for 
that Turn, to devolve to' the Lord Protedor.— 
There is indeed one Claufe of Mercy in this Or- 
idtnance« * whereby the Wife and Children of an 
eje^d Mintfter were to be allow'd one Fifth Share 
of the neat Produce of the Benefice for his Life :' 
But this was more than over-balanced by another 
cruel Claufe, * whereby no Minifter or School- 
mafter fliould keep a School in any Place fro^n 

whence 

l» This Ordinance, confifting of fixty-fevcn Claoles, befidcs the 
TaUes pf F«csy i^ primed at \^^,c in ScabcWs C$iU&hin» aad in 
Cromoeirs ji^s and Ordinajius j by inferring ^o which thie Riader, 
who is inclined to compare the Fees then fettled, And the Rules of 
Prafticc, with thofc of Jatejr Tifnes, ipay fatisfy his.C«fi<^iiar» 
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Jmcr-rrgnum. whencc he had been cjeSed ; nor any Perfon to 

'654- retain gr maintain a Schoolmafier contrary to the ' 
^"'T^^'T^ Meaning of this Ordinance, under the Penalty of 
"*" ' iQs. each,/>fr Diem^ to the Poor of the Pariih/ 

* By the Term fcandalous Minifters and School- 
maflerS) was to be underQood fuch as fhould be 
proved guilty of holding blafphemous and atheiili- 
cal Opinions " ; of profane Curfing and Swearing, 
Perjury or Subornation of Perjury ; of holding or 
teaching Popifli Opinions ; of committing Adul- 
tery, Fornication, or Drunkcnnefs ; of common 
haunting of Taverns or Ale-Houfes ; frequent 
quarrelling or fighting; frequent playing at Cards 
or Dice ; profaning of the Sabbath- Day, and al- 
lowing or countenancing the fame in their Fami- 
lies, Parifhioners, or Scholars ; of publickly and 
frequently reading or ufing the Common Prayer- 
Book, or of reviling th^ ftricS Profeflbrs of Religion 
and Godlinef? ; of encouraging, by Word or Prac- 
tice, any Whitfun- Ales, Wakes, Morris-Dances, 
May -Poles, Stage- Plays, jov fuch- like licentious 
Practices ; and, laftly, of declaring, by writing, 
preaching, or otherwife puhlifliing, their Difaf- 
feCtion to the prefent .Government. 

' Such Minifters were to be accounted negligent, 
as omitted the public Exercifes of Preaching and 
Praying upon the Lord's Day, or that were Non- 
refident upon their Cures ; and Schoolmafters who 
abfcnted themfelves from their Schools, or wil- 
fully negleded teaching their Scholars. 

* What was to be de#m'd Ignorance and Infuf- 
ficieney is not defined in the Ordinance : So the 
Determination thereof was left in theBreaft of any 
five of the Lay Commiffioners, taking five Mini- 
fters of the fame County to their Affiftance.' 

. The partial and barbarous Ufe made of this dif- 
cretionary Power vefted in thefe Commiffioners, 
in regard to the Epifcopal Clergy, is amply fet 
forth by a profefs'd Writer upon this Subjeft °.' 

Fer 

• The Opinions which came under this Denomination arc parti- 
<cularly recited in an Aft pafTed for that Purpofe, in Auguft, 1650, 
. V^hich we have given an Abftraft of in our Nineteenth Volamc. 
f IValker's Hijlory of the fuffering Clergy. 
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For the better Maintenance and Encourageinent Inter-regnum. 
0f preaching Miniflers^ and for uniting and fever- '^54* 
ing of Parift)es, By this Ordinance Truftees were ^^^^" ^ 
appointed and authorized to unite or fever Pa- 
rilhes, in fuch Manner as ftiouJd beft contribute to 
the competent Maintenance of a Minifter and the 
Conveniency of the Parifliioners : Tho' the.Tythes 
and other Profits were payable to one Minifler for 
the Pariflies fo united, yet the Churchwardens of 
each were to be eledted diftin6tly as before fuch 
Union; and to remain fo as to all Rates, Taxes, 
Rights, Privileges, cff^. but to contribute propor- 
tionably to the Support of that Church which 
fhould be deem'd fitted to ftand ; the other to be 
puird down, and the Materials converted to a joint 
Stock for repairing of the Fabrick, and to no other 
Purpofe. Where the Right of Prefentation was 
in different Perfons, each Patron to prefent alter- 
nately ; and if the Revenue of one Benefice was 
double to that of the other, the Patron of the more 
valuable Benefice to have two Turns in three. 
Where a large Parifli was to be divided, the Tru- 
ftees had a Power to fix what Share of the Reve- 
nues (hould be appropriated to the Minifter of each 
new Pari(h {6 created : But their Proceedings were 
to be approved by the Parliament, if fitting, and, 
in the Intervals thereof, by the Lord Proteftor 
and his Council/ 

For enabling fuch Soldi efs as ferved the Common^ 
tvealth in the late Wars^ to exercife any Trade* 
By this Ordinance the A6t 5. Eliz, prohibiting 
Perfons to follow a Trade who had not ferved fe- 
ven Years Apprenticefliip, and all Bye-Laws of 
Corporations were fufpended : A Soldier, fued for 
exercifing any Trade, was, in cafe of a Verdicl in 
his Favour, intitled to double Cofts of Suit. 

For appointing Vifitors for both Univerfities^ the 
Schools of Weftminfter, Winchefter, Merchant- 
Thylors School^London^ and Eaton College^and School. 
The Preamble recites, * That the carrying on and 
perfecting of the Reformation and Regulation of 
the Univerfities is a Work very much conducing 

tQ 
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to tbe Glory of God and the Public Good : In or- 
der to which the Ordinance appoints and autho- 
rizes ceitain Commiffioners, confiftriig of Lawyers 
and Gentlemen, the Vice-Ch»ic8lIors of Oxford 
and Cambridge^ with the Maimers and fellows of 
CoUegeS) to confider of the beft Means for regu- 
lating and MPelUgoverning tbe above-ooentioned 
Univerfities and SchocJs, in Mattery of Religion* 
Manners, Difcipline, and Exefcii^s ; alfo Co exa- 
mine what Statutes were fit to be abrogated, al- 
tered, or added ; to explain fuch as were ambigu- 
ous or obfcure; to determine Appeai^; and to 
propoie Methods for the better Advancement of 
Piety, Learning, and good Nurture therein, t^ 
be prefented to the Lord Protestor and the Pariia- 
xnent for their Approbatioa.* 

We have been the more particular in our Ac- 
count of theie Ordinances, becaufe Cromwell^ \v^ 
hi3 Speech at opening the enfuing Parliaroient, re- 
fers tofom^ of the nioft popular irf* them, as £vi- 
dences of his and his Council's great Care an4 
Regard for the PubKc Good fipce bis taking the 
Protectorate upon him. 

Thus much for the Interval between the Refig- 
nation of CromweWs firft Pariiaipent, and the af- 
fcmbling of his fecond, whofe Proceedings now 
haften upon us : For 



On the third of Septembir^ being the Day ap- 
^'s^^IZT'^^^^^ for the Parliament to meet, tho' Suf^iicy^^ 
Parliament. the major Part of the Members were prefent in [the 
Afternoon, at the Abbey-Church in Weftniinfter^ 
where Mr. Stephen Marjhall preached before theip 
upon Hofio^ xii. 3, 4.' About Four p'Clock U^ey 
repaired to the Parliament-Houfe, w^ere there ap- 
peared about 300. After a-wfaUe a Meflage was 
\ - brought 

p Mr» Hokhet impites this Appqintmpnt of tlae third of Htp- 
titfter to a Su^erftitious Choice in Crotrnve/l, becaufe that Day had 
been fo lucky to him at Dunbar in 1650, and at fVtrcefifr, in 16519 
iU^ory of she 0vf/ff^0r4, p, z^?* 
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fcrought that the Lord Protefior was; come by Wa- inter-rcgnum. 
ter from Whiuhall to the PatrUed'Chambery and ^ _^1' . 
defired their Prefenec: Whereupon they imme- septwnberT 
diately \9ent thither te his Highnefs j who Hand- 
ing bare, upon a Pcdeftal ereded for that Purpofe, 
informed them> that on the Morrow Morning there 
being a Sermon to be preached at the Abbey- 
Church, where he intended himfelf to be prefent, 
he thought fit to make them acquainted with it ; 
and tb let them khow he had fome Things to com* 
municate to them tn Reference to the great Affairs 
<>f the Commonwealth^ not fo fit to be deliverect 
upon that Day, which was not to be taken up in 
Ceremonies : He therefore defired they would meet 
him ^ain the next Morning in the fame Place. 
This done, the Members went back to the Houfe> 
and adjourned to that Time. Accordingly^ 

. Sepi* 4. Thfc Lord Prote^or came in State from 
WhinhaU^ to the Abbey-Church in TFeJiminJier : 
Some Hundreds of Gentlemen and O^icers went 
before him bare;, with the Life-Guards; next 
before the Coach hi« Pages and Lackies richly 
cloathed ; on the Right of it went Mr. Walter 
Strickland^ one of his Council, and Captain of his 
Guard, with the Maftcr of Ceremonies, both on 
. Foot ; on the other Side, Capt. Howard of the 
Life- Guards* In the Coach with him was his Son 
Hinry and Gen. Lambert^ who both fat bare. After 
him c^me CUypok^ Matter of th€Horfe,with a Lcd- 
Horfe rrcbly trapp'd ; next came»the Commiflioners 
of t^ Great Seal, and of the Treafury s divers of 
the Council in Coaches, and the ordinary Guards. 
Alighting at the Abbey-Doof, the Officers t)f 
«he Army and the Oentkmen went firft ; next them 
four Maces-, then the Commiffioners of ^e Seal, 
fVhithch carrying the Purfe, and General Lam^ 
^iH the Sword, botli barej the reft followed. . His • - 
Highneis was feated over-againft the Pulpit, and 
the Members of Parliament on both Sides of him. 
After the Sermon, preached by Mr. Thomai 
Gaodwyriy his Highnefs returned in the fame Eqiii- 

page. 
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Inter- regnum. page, to the P a'mted- Chamber \ where being feated 
in a Chair of State, advanc'd up feveral Steps^ 
and the Members upon Benches round about, al! 
bare, he put off his Hat, and made the following 
fubtle Speech to them, as Mr. IVhitloekevtxy juftly 
terms it p : 

Gentlemen^ 
His Speech to * XT' O U are met here on the greateft Occafion 
them at open- j^ (hat, I believe, £»fA7»/af cvcr faw, having 
*«s e 1 ion. ypQj^ y^yj. Shoulders the Intereft of three great 
Nations, with the Territories belonging to thera. 
And truly, I believe I may fay it without any Hy- 
perbole, you have upon your Shoulders the Inter- 
eft of all the Chriftian People in the World ; and 
the Expeftation is, that I fhould let you know, as 
far as I have Cognizance of it, the Gccafioir of 
your afTembling together at this Time. 

* It hath been very well hinted to you this Day, 
that you come hither to fettle thelnterefts before- 
mentioned; for it will be made of fo large Ex- 
ten tion in the Iflue and Confequence of it. 

' In the Way and Manner of my fpeaking to 
you I ftiall ftudy Plainnefs, and to fpeak to you 
what is Truth, and what is upon my Heart, and 
what will in fome Meafure reach to thefe Concern- 
ments. 

' After fo many Changes and Turnings which 
this Nation hath laboured under, to have fuch a 
Day of Hope as this is, and fuch a Door of Hope 
opened by God to us, truly, I believe fome Months 
fince, would have been above all our Thoughts. 

' I confefs it would have been worthy of fuch a 
Meeting as this is, to have remembered that which 
was the Rife, and gave the firft Beginning to all 
thofe Turnings and Toffings that have been upon 
thefe Nations : And to have given you a Series of 
the Tranfaftions (not of Men, but) of the Pro- 
vidence of God, all along unto our late Changes; 

* as 

P From the original Edition, printed for C Sawhridgty at tho 
Bible on Ludgate-Hilly 1 6 54. In the Title Page it is faid to have 
been taken by one who ftood very near, and publiihed to prevent 
Miilakes. 
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as alfo the Ground of our firft Undertaking to op- 
pofe that Ufurpation and Tyranny that was upon 
us, both in Civils and Spirituals, and the feveral 
Grounds particularly applicable to the feveral 
Changes that have been. 

* But I have two or three Reafons which dirert 
nie from fuch a Way of proceeding at this Time^ 
If I fliould havje gone in that Way, that which is 
upon my Heart to have faid (which is written there, 
that if 1 would blot it out I could not) would have 
fpent <his Day ; the Providences and Difpenfations 
of God have been fo ftupcndous. As David faid 
in the like Cafe, Pfalm xl. 5. Many^ O Lord my 
God,, are thy wonderful Works which thou hoji 
done ; and thy Thoughts which are to us iuard^ they 
cannot he reckoned up in Order unto thee - If I would 
declare and fpeak of them ^ they are more than can 
be numbered, 

* Truly, another Reafon, new to me, you had 
To-day in the Sermon. Much Recapitulation of 
Providence 5 much AUufion to a State and Difpen- 
fation, in refpeft of Difcipline and Corre6tion ; 
of Mercies and Deliverances; the only Parallel of 
God's dealing with us that I know in the World, 
which was largely and wifely held forth to you this 
Day, lfraeV% bringing out of Egypt through a 
Wildernefs, by many Signs and Wonders, towards 
a Place of Reft ; I fay towards it. And that ha- 
ving been fo well remonftrated to you this Day, is 
another Argument why I fliall not trouble you with 
a Recapitulatiofi of thofe Things ; though they are ' 
Things that I hope will never be forgotten, be- 
Caufe written in better Books than thofe of Paper ; 
I am perfuaded written in the Heart of every good 
Man. 

' The third Reafon was this, that which I judge 
to be the End of ycftr Meeting ; the great End ; 
which was likewife remembered to you this Day, 
to wit, healing and fettling. And the remember- 
ing Tranfadions too particularly, perhaps, inftead' 
of healing, (at leaft in the Hearts of many of you) • 
may fetthe Wound frelh a-bleeding. 



Inter-regnuma 
' 1654. 

September. 
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loier-ngiuim, ' I muft profds tbis to yoQ, whatever Tholights 
^ '^^^^ paTs ii{k>n mc, that if this Day (that is, thi* Meet- 
Scptemiberf ^"s) pTovc not healing, what ihall wfi <io ? But, 
as I faid hefbre, feeing^ I truft, it is in the Minds 
of you all, and much more in the Mind ef G^d, 
which muft cauie healing : It mufi be ^rft in his 
Mind, and he being pleafdd to put it into yours, 
it will be a Day indeed ; and fuch a Day as Ge- 
nerations to €0me will bkfs you for. I fay for thk, 
and the other Reafotis, I have forborne to make a 
particular Remembrance and llnumeration of 
Things, and of the Manner of the Lord's bringing 
us throi^h fo many Changes and Turnings as 
have palled upon us. 

* Howbeit, I think it will be more than neceflary 
to let you know, at ieaft fo wdl as I may, in what 
Coniiition thiS) nay thefe Nations were, when tbis 
Government was undertaken. 

' For Order's Sake: 'Tis very natural for *s to 
confider what our Condition was ia Civik \ in 
Spirituals. What was our Condition f JEvery 
Man's Hand almoft Was agaitift his Brodier; at 
Ieaft, his Heart: Litde regarding any Thing that 
fhould cement, and might have a Tendeitcy in it 
to caufe us to grow into one* All the Dtfpenfa- 
tions of God, his terrible ones (he having knet u3 
in the Way of his Jud^nent in a Ten-years Civii 
War, a very ihaxp one) \ his merci^ii Dtffanla- 
tions, they did not, they did not werk upon «s : 
But we had our Humours and Interefts: And in- 
deed I fear our Humours were move ditei oar la- 
terefts : Aad certainly, as it fell out in fiicii Carfes, 
our Pafions were more than our Judgments. 

^ Was not every Thing ahnofl grown arbitraty ? 
Who knew where, or how, to have Right wtdi"- 
out fonle Obftru&ion or oriier intervening i in- 
deed we were almoft grow# arbitrary in every 
Thing. 

^ What was the Face that Was u{)on our AffitifB 
as to the Intereft of the Nation; to the Authority 
of the Nation ; to the Magiftracy ; to the Rjudcs 
and Orders of Meii« whereby Ei^gland hath been 

< known 
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known for hundreds of Years ? A Nobleman, a Inter-regnum, 
Gentleman, a Yeoman j that is a good Intereft of *^54» 
the Nation, and a great onet. The Magiftracy of V*?''T*^ 
the Nation, was it not almofl: trampled under Foot, 
under Defpite and Contempt, by Men of Level- 
ling Principles ? 

*• I breech you, for the Orders of Men and 
Ranks of Men, did not that Levelling Principle 
tend to the reducing all to an Equality? Did it 
think to do fo ? Or did it pradife towards it for 
Property and Intereft f What was the Delign, but 
to make the Tenant as liberal a JFortune as the 
Landlord ? which, I think, if obtained, would 
not have lafted long. The Men of that Principle, 
after they had ferved their own Turns, would 
have cried up Intereft and Property then faft enough. 

' This Inftance i$ inftead of many, and that it 
may appear that this Thing did extend far, is ma- 
nifeft; becaufe it was a pleafmg Voice to all poor 
Men, and truly not unwelcome to all bad Men. 
To my Thinking it is a Confideration that, in your 
Endeavours after Settlement, you will be fo well 
minded of, that I might well have fpared this; 
but let that pafs. 

* Indeed in Spiritual Things, the Cafe was more 
fad and deplorable ; and that was told to you this 
Day eminently. The prodigious Blafphemies, 
Contenpipt of God and Chrifl^ denying of him. 
Contempt pf him and his Ordinances, and of the 
Scriptures : A Spirit vifibly acfting thofe Things 
foretold by Peter and Jude\ yea, thofe Things 
fpoken of by Paul toTJmothy; who, when he would 
remember fome Things to be worfe than the An- 
tichriflian State, of which he had fpoken in the 
firft lO'Timothy^ iv. I, 2. tells them what (hould 
be the Lot and Portion of the laft Times ; and 
fays, fecond to Timothy iii. 2, 3, 4. In the laji Days 
perilous Times Jhould come^ for- Men Jhould he Lo^ 
vers of their ownfehes^ Covetous^ Boajlers^ Proudy 
Blafphemers^ difohedient to Parents^ Unthankfuly 
&c. Arid when he remembers that of the Anti- 

VoL. XX. ^ X chriftian 
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Intcr-regnonu chriftiaii State, he tells them, firft to Timothy iv. 

'^5*' 1,2. That^ in the latter Daysy that State {hall come 

, ^^ L in, wherein there (hall be a departing from the 

September, r^.i i ..•^, , r % • n-« j 

Faithy and a giving heed to Jeducing Spirits^ and 

DoSfrines of Devils^ fpeaking Lies in Hypocrify^ 
&c. By which Defcription he makes the btate of 
the laft Times worfe than that under Antichrift. 
And furely it may well be feared thefe are our 
Times ; for when Men forget all Rules of Law 
and Nature, and break all the Bonds that fallen 
Man hath upon him, the Remainder of the Image 
of God in his Nature, which he cannot blot out, 
and yet fhall endeavour to blot out, having a Form 
of Godlinefsy without the Power ; thefe are fad 
Tokens of the laft Times. 

' And indeed the Character where with this Spirit 
and Principle is defcribed in that Place, is fo legi- 
ble and vifible, that he that runs may read it to be 
amongft us j for by fuch the Grace of God is turned 
$7ito IVantonnefsy and Chriji and the Spirit of God 
made the Cloak of all Villainy and fpurious Ap- 
prehenfions. And although thefe Things will not 
be owned publickly, as to Praftice, (they being 
fo abominable and odious) yet how this Principle 
extends itfelf, and whence it had its Rife, makes 
nie to think of a fecond Sort of Men ; who, 'tis 
true, as I faid, will not pradife nor own thefe 
Things, yet can tell the Magiftrate that he hath - 
nothing to do with Men thus holding ; for thefe 
are Matters of Confcience and Opinion : They 
are Matters of Religion; what hath the Magiftrate 
to do with thefe Things? He is to look to th^out- 
ward Man, but not to meddle with the inward. 
And truly it fo happens, that though thefe Things 
do break out vifibly to all, yet the Principle where- 
with thefe Things are carried on, fo forbids the 
Magiftrate to meddle with them,, as it hath hi- 
therto kept the Offenders from Puniihment. 
• * Such Confiderations and Pretenfions of Liber- 
ty, Liberty of Confcience, and Liberty of Subjeds, 
two as glorious Things to be contended for, as 

any 
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any God hath given us; yet both thefe aJfo abufed intcr-regnum 



for the patronizing of Villanies, in fo much as 
that it hath been an ordinary Thing to fay, and 
in Difpute to affirm, That it was not in the Ma- 
piftrate*s Power; he had nothing to do with it; not 
fo much as the printing a Bible in the Nation for 
the Ufe of the People, left it be impofed upon the 
Confciences* of Men ; for they muft receive the 
fame traditionally and implicitly from the Power 
of the Magiftrate, if thus received. 

' The aforementioned Abominations did thus 
fwell to this Height amongft us. 

* The Axe was laid to the Root of the Miniftry. 
It was Antichriftian ; it was Babylonijh : It fuffered 
under fuch a Judgment, that the Truth of it is, 
as the Extremity was great" on that, I wifh it prove 
not foon this Hand. The Extremity was. That 
no.Man having a good Teftimony, having received 
Gifts from Chriji^ might preach, if not ordained. 
So now, many on the other Hand affirm. That 
he who is ordained hath a Nullity, or Antichrifli- 
anifm, ftamped upon his Calling, fothat he ought 
not to preach, or not be heard. ^ 

* I wifh it may not too juftly be faid. That 
there was Severity and Sharpnefs ; yea, too much 
of an impofing Spirit in Matters of Confcience ; a 
Spirit unchriflian enough in any Times, moft un- 
fit for thefe ; denying Liberty to thofe Who have 
earned it with their Blood ; who have gained Civil 
Liberty and Religious alfo for thofe who would 
thus impofe upon them. 

* We may reckon amon^ thefe our Spiritual 
Evils, an Evil that hath more Refinednefs in it, and 
more Colour for it, and hath deceived more People 
of Integrity than the reft have done ; for few have 
been catched with the former Miftakes, but fuch 
as have apoftatized from their holy Profeffion ; fuch 

being corrupt in their Confciences, have been 
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forfaken by God, and left to fuch noifome Opi- 
nions : But, I fay, there are others more refined ; 
many honeft People, whofe Hearts are fmcere, 
X 2 many 
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many of them belonging to God ; and that is the 
miftaken Notion of the Fifth Monarchy. A Thing 
pretending more Spirituality than any Thing elfc : 
A Notion, I hope, we all honour, wait, and hope 
for, that Jefus Chrijl will have a Time to fet up 
his Reign in our Hearts, by fubdaing thofe Cor- 
ruptions, and Lufts, and Evils that are there, 
whkh reign now more in the World than, I hope, 
in due Time, they (hall do ; and when more Ful- 
fiefs of the Spirit is poured forth to fubdue Iniquity, 
and bring in everlafting Righteoufnefs, then will 
the Approach of that Glory be. The carnal Divi- 
fions and Contentions amongft Chriftians, fo com- 
mon, arc not the Symptoms of that Kingdom. 

* But for Men to entitle themfelves, upon dii« 
Principle, that they are the only Men to rule King- 
doms, govern Nations, and give Laws to People; 
to determine of Property, and Liberty, and every 
Thing el fe, upon fuch a Pretence as this is; truly, 
they had need give clear Manifeftations of God's 
Prefence with them, before wife Men will receive 
or fubmit to their Conclufions.4 Befides^ 'certainly 
though many of thefe Men have good Meanings, 
as I hope in my Soul they have, yet it will be the 
"Wifdom of all knowing and experienced Chriftians 
to do as Jude faith : When he had reckoned up 
thofe horrible Things done upon Pretences, and 
happily by fomc upon Miftakes, Offome^ fays he, 
havi CompaJJion^ making a Difference ; others finu 
with Fear^ pulling them out of the Fire^ I fear 4ey 
will give Opportunity too often for Ais Exercife, 
and I hope the fame will be for thrir Good. 

* If Men do but pretend for Juftice and Righte- 
oufnefs, and be of peaceable Spirits, and will na- 
iiifeft this, let them be the Subje<as of the Magi- 
ftrate's Encouragements And if the Magtibate, 
by puniflbing vifible Mifcarriagcs, fave them by 
that Difcipline, (God having ordained him for that 
End) I hope it will evidence Love, and no Hatred, 
to punifh where there is Caufe. 

' Indeed this is that which doth moft declare Ac 

'Dan- 
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Danger of' that Spirit ; for if thefe were but No- Intcr-regnuiH* 
tions, I mean the Inftances that I have given you ' lit 
both of Civil Confiderations and Spiritual ; if, I fay, ^Z^^^^ 
they were but Notions, they were to be let alone., 
Notions will hurt none but them that have them : 
But when they come to fuch Pradices, as to tell 
us. That Liberty and Property arc not the Badges 
of the Kingdom of ChrjJ} ; and tell us, That, 
inftead of regulating Laws, Laws are to be abro- 
gated, indeed fubverted ; and perhaps would bring 
in the yudaical Law, inftead of our known Laws 
fettled amongft us : This is worthy of every Ma* 
giftrate's Confideratian ; efpecially where every 
Stone is turned to bring Confufion, 1 think, I fay, 
this will be worthy of the Magiftrate's Confidera- 
tion. 

* Whilft thefe Things were in the Midft of us, 
and the Nation rent and torn, in Spirit and Prin- 
ciple, from one End to another, after this Sort and ^ 
Manner I have now told you; Family againft Fa- 
mily ; Hufband againft Wife ; Parents againft 
Children } and nothing in the Hearts and Minds 
of Men but Otf^rtura, Overturn^ Overturn, (^ 
Scripture Phrafe very much abufed, and applied to 
juftify unpeaceable PracSUces by all Men of difcon- 
tented Spirits) the common Adverfary in the mean 
Time fleeps not; and our Adverfaries, in Civil 
and Spiritual Refpe(5):s, did take Advantages at thefe 
JDivifions and DiftracSbions, and did pradiie accord-^ 
ingly in the three Nations of Englandy Scotland^ 
and Ireland, 

* We know very well that Emiflaries of the 
yefuits never came in thofe Swarms ^s they have 
done fmce thefe Things were fet on Foot. Ancl 
I tell you, that divers Gentlemen here can bear 
Witnefs with me, how that they have had a Con- 
fiftory abroad, that rules all the Affairs oi Things 
in England^ from an Archbifliop down to the other 
Dependents upon him. And they had fixed in 
England (oi which we are able to produce the par- 
ticular Innruments in moft of the Limits of the 

X 3 Ca- 
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loter-regnnm. Cathedials) an Epifcopal Power, with Archdea- 
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cons, Wc And had Perfons authorized to exer- 
cife and diftribute thofe Things, who pervert and 
deceive the People. And all this, while we were 
in this fad and, as I faid, deplorable Condition. 

* In the mean Time, all Endeavours poffible 
were ufed to hinder the Work in Ireland^ and the 
Progrefs of the Work of God in Scotland^ by con- 
tinual Intelligences and Correfpondences, both at 
home and abroad ; from hence into Ireland^ and 
from hence into Scotland^ Perfons were ftirred up 
and encouraged, from thefe Divifions and Difcom- 
pofure of Affairs, to do all they could to encourage 
and foment the War in both thefe Places. 

* To add yet to our Mifery : Whilft we were 
in this Condition we were in War, deeply en- 
gaged in a War with the Poriuguezei whereby our 
Trade ceafcd, and the evil Confequences by that 
War were manifeft and very confiderable. 

* And not only this, but we had a War with 
Ho/land ; confuming our Treafure, occafioning a 
vaft Burden upon the People ; a War that coft 
this Nation full as much as the Taxes came unto; 
the Navy being 160 Ships, which coft this Nation 
above 100,000/. a Month, befides the Contingen- 
ces, which would make it 120,000/. a Month. 
That very one War did engage us to fo great a 
Charge. 

' At the fame Time alfo we were in a War with 
France. The Advantages that were taken at the 
Difcontents and Divifions among ourfelves, did 
alfo foment that War; and at leaft hinder us of an 
honourable Peace ; every Man Being confident we 
could not hold out long. And furely they did not 
calculate amifs, if the Lord had not been exceed- 
ing gracious to us. I fay, at the fame Time, we 
had a War with France. And bcfides the Suffer- 
ings, in refpedl of the Trade of the Nation, 'tis 
moft evident, that the Purfe of the Nation had not 
poffibly been able longer to bear it, by reafon of 
the Advantages taken by other States to improve 

their 
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their own and fpoil our Manufacture of CJoth, and inter-rcgnum. 
hinder the Vent thereof r which is the great Staple 1654. 
Commodity of this Nation. ' ^^— v-^-^ 

' This was our Condition : Spoi|W in our Trade; September. 
and we at this vaftExpence; thusdiliettled at home, 
and having thefe Engagements abroad. 

* Thefe Things being thus, (as, I am perfuaded> 
it IS not hard to convince every Perfon here they 
were thus) what a Heap of Confufions were upon 
thefe poor Nations ? And either Things muft have 

- been left to have funk into the Miferies thefe Pre- 
niifes would fuppofe, or a Remedy muft be ap- 
plied. 

* A Remedy hath been applied : That hath been 
this Government : A Thing that I (hall fay little 
unto. The Thing is open and vifible to be feen 
and read by all Men; and therefore let it fpe^k for 
itfelf. 

* Only let me fay this, becaufe I can fpeak it 
with Comfort and Confidence before a Greater than 

?ou all, that is, before the Lord, That, in the 
mention of it, as to the approving our Hearts to 
God, let Men judge as they pleafe, it is calcu- 
lated for the Intereft of the People; for thelntereft 
of the People alone, and for their Good, without 
Refpe£t had to any other Intereft. And if that 
be not true,I {hall be bold to fay again, let it fpeak 
for itfelf. 

* Truly I may (I hope humbly before God, and 
modeftly before you) fay fomewhat on the Behalf 
of the Government : That is, (not to difcourfe of 
the particular Heads of it) to acquaint you a little 
with the Effects of it; and that not for Oftenta- 
tion's Sake, but to the end that I may deal at this 
Time faithfully with you, by acquainting you with 
the State of Things, and What Proceedings have 
been upon this Government, that fo you may know 
the State of our Affairs. This is the main End of 
my putting you to this Trouble. 

* It hath had fome Things in Defire, and it hath 
done fome Things adually. It h^th defired to re- 
form 
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form the Laws: I fay; to reform them; and, for 
that End, it hath called together Perfons (without 
Reflexion) of gs great Ability, and as great Inte- 

frity, as arc in thefe Nations, to confider how the 
laws might be made pl^in ind fhort, and lefs 
chargeable to the People ; how to leiTen Expencc 
for the Good of the Nation ; and thofe Things 
are in Preparation, and Bills prepared, which in 
due Time, I make no Queftion, will bfe tendered 
to you. There hath been Care taken to pat the 
Adminiftration of the Laws into the Hands of juft 
Men; Men of the moft known Integrity aiid Abi- 
lity. 

* TheChancery hath been reform 'd, and, I hope, 
to the juft Satisfa£lion of all good Men ; and for the 
Things depending there, which made the Burden 
and Work of the Honourable Perfons intrufted in 
thofe Services beyond their Ability, it hath referr'd 
many of them to thofe Places where Englijhmen 
love to have their Rights tried, the Courts of Law 
at Wejlminjler. . 

* It hath endeavoured to put a Stop to that heady 
Way (touched of likewife this Day) of every Man 
making himfelf a Minifter and a Preacher. It 
hath endeavoured to fettle a Way for the Appro- 
bation of Men of Piety and Ability for the Dif- 
charge of that Work : And, I think I may fay, it 
hath committed that Work to the Truft ^f Per- 
fons, both of the Prelbyterian and Independent 
Judgments, Men of as known Ability, Piety, and 
Integrity as, I believe, any this N-ation hath. And 
I believe alfo, that in that Care they have taken, 
they have laboured to approve themfelves toChriJty 
the Nation, and their own Confciences. And in- 
deed I think if there be any Thing of Quarrel 
againft them, it is, (tho* I am not here to juftify 
the Proceedings of any) I fay it is, that they go 
upon fuch a Chara<3er as the Scripture warrants, 
to put Men into that great Employment, and to 
approve Men for it, who are Men that have re* 
ceivtd Gifts from him that afcendtd up on high, and 

gave 
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^ave Gifts for the Tf^ork of the Minijiry^ end for iMvr-rtgnum. 
the Edifying of the Body of Chrift. . ^ ^54^ 

' It hath taken Care, we hope, for the Expulfion 
of all thofe who may be judged any way unfit for 
this Work; who are fcandalous, and the common 
Scorn and Contempt of that Adminiftration. 

* One Thing more this Government hath done: 
It hath been inftru mental to call a Free Parlia- 
ment; which, bleffed be God, we fee here this 
Day : I fay, a Free Parliament. And that it may 
continue fo, I hope is in the Heart and Spirit of 
every good Man in England y fave fuch difcon- 
tented Perfons as I have formerly mentioned. It 
is that which, as I have defired above my Life, I 
fliall defire to keep it fo above my Life. , 

* I did before mention to you the Plunges we 
were in, in r^fpcSt of Foreign States, by the War 
with Portugal, France, the Dutch, the Danes, and 
the little Affurance we had from any of our Neigh- 
bours round about. I perhaps forgot it, but in- 
deed it was a Caution upon my Mind, and I defire 
that it might be fo underftood, that if any Good 
hath been done, it was the Lord, not we his poor 
Inftruments. 

* I did inftance in the Wars which did exhauft 
your Treafure, and put you into fuch a CoHdittcm 
that you muft have funk therein, if it had conti- 
nued but a few Months longer : This I dare af- 
firm, if ftrong Probabifity can give me a Ground.. 

* You have now, though it be not the firft ki 
Time, Peace with Sweedland-, an Honourable 
Peace, through the Endeavours of an Honourable 
Perfon here prefent ^, as the Inftrument : I fay, you 
have an Honourable Peace with a Kingdom that, 
not many Years iince, was much a Friend to 
Prance, and lately, perhaps, inclinable enough to 
the Spaniard. And I believe you expe£l not very 
much Good from any of your Catholic Neigh- 
bours ; nor yet that they would be very willfng 
you Ihould have a good Underftanding with your 

Pro- 
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loter-reiiiiiiii. Proteftant Friends. Yet, Thanks be to God, that 
1^54* Peace is concluded, and, as I faid before, it is an 
*^'*^'*7**' Honourable Peace. 

^ * * You have a Peace with the Danes : A State 
that lay contiguous to that Part of this Ifland which 
hath given us the moft Trouble. And certainly, 
if your Enemies abroad be able to annoy you, it is 
likely they will take their Advantage, where it beft 
lies, to give )ou Trouble there. But you have a 
Peace there, and an Honourable one ; Satisfa&ion 
for your Merchants Ships, not only to their Con- 
tent, but to their Rejoicing. I believe you will 
calily know it is fo. 

* You have the Sound open ; which was obftru<ft- 
ed. That which was, and is, the Strength of this 
Nation, the Shipping, will now be fupplied thence. 
And whereas you were glad to have any Thing of 
that Kind at the fecond Hand, &c. you have all 
Manner of Commerce, and at as much Freedom 
as the Dutch themfelves, there, and at the fame 
Rates and Tolls j and, I think I may fay, by that 
Peace, they cannot raife the fame upon you. 

* You have a Peace with the Dutch : A Peace 
unto which I (hall fay little, becaufe fo well known 
in the Benefit and Confequences of it; and I think 
it was as deiirable and as acceptable to the Spirit of 
this Nation, as any one Thing that lay before us. 
And, as I believe, nothing fo much gratified our 
Enemies as to fee us at Odds j fo, I perfuade my- 
felf, nothing is of more Terror nor Trouble to 
them, than to fee us thus reconciled. 

' As a Peace with the Proteftant States hath 
much Security in it, fo it hath as much of Honour 
and of Affurance to the Proteftant Intereft abroad; 
without which no Afliftance can be given there- 
unto. I wifli it may be written upon oar Hearts to 
be zealous for that Intereft; for if ever it were like 
to come under a Condition of fuffering, it is now. 
In all the Emperor's patrimonial Territories, the 
Endeavour is to drive them out as faft as they can, 
and they are neccflitated to run to Proteftant States 

to 
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to feek their Bread ; and by this Conjunftion of inter-rcgnum. 
Interefts, I hope, you will be in a more fit Capacity 1654. 
to help them: And it begets fome Reviving of their ^"^"^ -^ 
Spirits that you will help them as Opportunity fliall «pte°»w« 
feive. 

' You have a Peace likewife with the Crown of 
Portugal-^ which Peace, though it hung long in 
Hand, yet is lately concluded. It is a Peace that 
your Merchants make us believe is of good Con- 
cernment to their Trade ; their Affurance being 
greater, and fo their Profit in Trade thither, than 
to other Places. And this hath been obtained in 
that Treaty, (which never was fince the Inquifi- 
tion was fet up there) that our People which trade 
thither have Liberty of Confcience. 

' Indeed Peace is, as you were well told To-day, 
defireable with all Men, as far as it may be had 
with Confcience and Honour. 

* We are upon a Treaty with France. And we 
may fay this, that, if God give us Honour in the 
Eyes of the Nations about us, we have Reafon to 
blefs him for it, and fo to own it. And I dare fay 
that there is not a Nation in Europe^ but they are 
very willing to a(k a good Underftanding with 
you. 

' I am forry I am thus tedious ; but I did judge 
that it was fomewhat neceffary to acquaint you with 
thefe Things. And Things being thus, I hope 
you will be willing to hear a little again of the (harp 
as well as the fweet : And I flbould not be faithful 
to you, nor to the Intereft of thefe Nations which 
you and I ferve, if I (hould not let you know all. 

' As I faid before, when this Government was 
undertaken, we were in the Midft of thefe Divi- 
fions, and Animofities; and Scatterings : Alfo thus 
engaged with thefe Enemies round about us, at 
fuch a vaft Charge, 120,000/. a Month for the 
very Fleet ; which was the very utmoft Penny of 
your Afleflments ; Aye, and then all your Trea- 
fure was exhaufted and fpent when this Govern- 
ment was undertaken 5 all accidental Ways of 

bring- 
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bringing in Treafure, to a very inconfiderablc 
Sum, confumed : I'hat is to fay, the Lands were 
fold; the Trcafures fpent; Rents, Fee-Farms, 
King's, Queen's, Princes, Bi(hops,-Dean and Chap- 
ters, Delinmients Lands, fold, Thefe were fpent 
when this (jovernment was undertaken. 

* I think it is my Duty to let you know fo much : 
And that's the Reafon why the Taxes do yet lie fo 
heavy upon the People ; of which we have abated 
30,000/. a Month for the next three Mdnths. 
Truly I thought it my Duty to let you know, that 
though God hath dealt thus with you, yet thefe are 
but Entrances and Doors of Hope ; wherein, 
through the BleiCng of God, you may enter into 
Reft and Peace ; but you are not yet entered. 

* You were told To-day of a People brought out 
of Egypt towards the Land of Canaan ; but thro' 
Unbelief, Murmuring, Repining, and other 
Temptations and Sins, wherewith God was pro- 
voked, they were fain to come back again, and 
linger many Years in the Wildemefs before they 
came to the Place of Reft. 

* Wc are thus far dirough the Mercy of God. 
We have Caufe to take Notice of it that we are 
not brought into Mifery ; but, as I faid before, % 
Dbor of Hope open. And I may fay this to you, 
if the Lord's Bleffing and his Prefence go along 
with the Management of Affairs at this Meeting, 
you will be enabled to put the Top-Stone to this 
Work, and make the Nation happy. But this 
xnuft be by knowing i)he true State of AflFairs ; 
you are yet, like the People under Circumcifion, 
but raw ; your Peaces are but newly made ; and it 
is a Maxim not to be defpifed, though Peace be 
Diade, yet it is Intereft that keeps Peace. And I 
liope you will truft it no further than you fee Inte- 
reft upon it : And therefore I wifh that you may 
go forward, and not backward ; and that you may 
have the BleiHng of God upon your Endeavoiurs. 
it is one pf the great Ends of calling this Parlia- 
ment, that this Ship of the Commonwealth may 
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%€ brought into a fafe Harbour; which, I affure Inter-ngnum. 
you, it W\l\ not well be, without your Counfel and '654. 
Advice. ' 

' You have great Works upon your Hands. 
You have Ireland to look unto ; there is not much 
done towards the Planting of it, though fome 
Things leading and preparing for it are. It is a 
great Bufmefs to fettle the Government of that 
Nation upon fit Terms, fuch as will bear that 
Work through. 

* You have had likewife laid before you the 
Confiderations intimating your Peace with fome 
foreign States ; but yet you have not made Peace 
with all. And if they (hould fee we do not manage 
our Affairs with that Wifdom which becomes us, 
truly we may fmk under Difadvantages for all that 
is done. And our Enemies will have their Eyes 
open and be revived, if they fee Animofities 
amongft us ; which indeed will be their great: Ad- 
vantage. 

' I dp therefore perfuade you to a fweet, gra- 
cious, and holy Underftanding of one another, and 
of your Bufmefs, concerning which you had fp 
good Counfel this Day; that indeed, as it rejoiced 
niy Heart to hear it, fo I hope the Lord will im- 
* print it upon your Spirits ; wherein you fliall have 
my Prayers. Having faid this, and perhaps omit- 
ted many other material Things thro' the Frailty of 
my Memqry, I fhall exercifePlainnefs and Freenefs 
with you, in telling you, that I have not fpoken 
thefe Things as one that affumes to himfelf Domi- 
nion over you ; btit as one that doth refolve to be 
a Fellow-Servant with you, to the Intereft of thefe 

feat Affairs, and of the People of thefe Nations. 
&all therefore trouble you no longer, but defire 
you to repair to your Houfe, and to exercife your 
own Liberty in the Choice of a Speaker, 'that fo 
you may lofe no Time in carrying on your 
Work.' 

The Members being returned to the Houfe, 

tmanimoufly elefled for their Speaker IVtUiam 

Linthall^ 
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later- regnum. Ltnthall^ Efq; Maftcr of the Rolls. It is obfervable 
»654- . that altho' Cromwell had already exercifed many 
*^— "v""*^ Perfonal Adts of Royalty fince his Advancement to 
September. ^^ Protcctojate, yet the antient Ceremony of pre- 
t fenting the Speaker to the King, for his Approba- 
tion, was omitted to his Highnefs ; fo that this Of- 
ficer flood folely upon the Eledlion of the Houfe. 
The Parliament The firfl Refolution of this Parliament^ after the 
eledltheirSpealL- Choice of Mr. Linthall for their Speaker, Mr. 
*'' ^'' ScobelU for their Clerk, and Mr. Birkhead for their 

Serjeant at Arms, (all of whom bad iiU*d thole 
Stations in the Long Parliament) was to appoint a 
Day of public Falling and Humiliation, to be ob- 
They appobit a fcrved by that Houfe and the whole Nation. The 
^^» 13th Inflant was fix'd on for the Parliament, with 

the Cities of London and Wejlminjler ; the 4th of 
OSfober enfuing for all England^ f Vales ^ and Scot- 
land'y and the ifl oi November for Ireland^ toim-. 
plorc the Divine Bleffing on their Proceedings. 

Sept, 5. There was a Call of the Hcufe, and 
And order a Call another appointed to be on that Day thr6e Weeks. 
• the Houte. Tj^^y ^\^^^ proceeded to appoint a large Committee 
for Privileges, of which Sir Arthur Hajelriggt was 
Chairman \ and ordered, That no Petition agalnft 
any Election of fuch Members as were already re- 
turned for England^ Scotland^ or Ireland^ fhould 
be received after three Weeks from that Day; and 
that fuch Members, who were ele6led for two or 
more Places, fhould declare for which they would 
ferve. A Motion being made. That the Houfe 
fhould take the Matter of the Government into 
Confideration the next Morning, it was agreed to. 
*»* • . V Accordingly the Houfe bej^an with it that Day; 

A Motion touch- 1 r 1 r^ 1 x/r • \ L 

iijg Freedom of ^""> ^^^^^ l^"g Debate, a Motion was made by 
Speech in Par- Sir Arthur Hafelrigge^ That no A6l'or Ordinance, x 
liamcnt. declaring what Offences are Treafon,- fhould ex- 

tend, to prejudice the Freedom of Speech in Par- 
liament: But the Houfe dividing upon the previous 
Queftion, it pafTed in the Negative by 187 ag^inft 
130. Col. Fiennes and Mr. Lawrence^ Prehdcnt 
of the Lord Proteftor's Council, being Tellers fot 

the 
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the former ; Sir Arthur Hafelrigge and Mr. &cott Inter-rcgnum. 

for the latter. Then the Lord Prote6tor's Speech ' '^^1*. 

being taken into Confideration, and Mention made ^Z^^^^ 

of the State of foreign Affairs, the Lord Commif- 
iioner Whitlocke took Occafion to make the fol- 
lowing Relation, to the Houfe, of his Negotiations 
at the Court of Sweden, 



Air, Speaker^ 

Held it" my Duty, though the prefent Occa- Mr. Wbitloch'* 
fion had not been offered, to give a clear Ac- Report to the 

- — ..---o. ^- Houfc of his 



I 

count to this Honourable Houfe of that Negotia- Negotiations in 
tion wherein I had the Honour to ferve the Com- 5wf^^«. 
monwealth lately in Swedeland\ with the general 
Xranfadlions and Iffue thereof, and the great Re- 
fpe<Sts teflified to this Commonwealth in thofe. 
Places, and by thofe Princes and States beyond the 
Seas, where I had Occafion to be during this my 
Employment; that you may judge of the Succefs 
and Advantages thereof. 

* I (ball not mention the great Difficulties and 
Oppofition which I met with from fome in that 
Court, and from the Danijh and Dutch public Mi- 
nifters and Party there, whofe high Intereft it 
was to hinder your Alliance with that Crown. 
Neither (hall I particularly infift upon, and ac* 
quaint you with, the great Dangers both by Sea 
and Land through which it pleafed God to bring * 
me, and to preferve me, left I (hould fcem to mag- 
nify that, which was but my Duty to undergo 
any Hazards or Perils for your Service. 

* Only, Sir, you will give me Leave not to for- 
get the Goodnefs of G9d to me and my Com- 
pany, in our great Deliverances, which the Lord 
was pleafed to vouchfafe to us ; and which I hold 
myfelf obliged to remember, with all Thankfulnefs 
to his immediate Hand of Goodnefs to us. 

' Sir, Your Servants had extraordinary Refpeft 
and Civility manifefted to them, both by the Offi- 
cers and People of that Country, in their Jong 
Journey; and upon their fafe Arrival at the Court 
at UpfaUy by all Sorts of People, of inferior Rank, 

and 
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inter-Kgnum. *°^ ^^ ^^ grcateft ones ; even by the greateft of 
1654. them all, the Prince Heretier, and by the Queen 

^— v-*-^ herfclf, who fought to make appear her AfFedlion 
Septemba*.^ and Regard to this Nation, by her Favours tp your 
Servant) which did much exceed tbofe which (he 
Mfually allows to others of the lij^ Condition. 

^ In our Ceremonies,, wherein that.Natipn are 
very punctual,! confefs I was fomewhat refraSory 
to their £xpe6tations, out of my Zeal to keep up 
the Honour of my Nation; and evon thofe Things* 
have a great Signification in fuch Affairs v But 
they were well pafs'd over^ and jtben we fell to our 
Buflnefs, wherein I found thofe with wbooi I dif- 
' courfed and treated tp be full of Experience, At>i- 
lities, and Wifdom ; and fome of thiem full of 
Subtilty, and too much inclining, tp 14& Delays for 
their'particular Advantage, whicbryou will pardon 
thofe to take the more Noitice of, who wer« at {o 
great a Diftance from their Cpuptry and ReUr 
tions. 

* I thought it behoved me for the Service of xaj 
Country, and the better Performance of the Truft 
at that Time repofed in me, to acquaint myfelf, 
by the beft Means I could, with the Nature of 
the People, tjicir Government^ the Quaitty of 
their Governors, their Religion^ Stjrengtk, and 
Trade, and other Matters relating tp them. 

* This I did not onlv by ftudying of Bpc^s, but 
of Men alio in the. Converfation and Treaties 
which I had with them \ and wherein I endea- 
voured to gain Information of thefe Things from 
them, added to my own Obfervatipna on the 
Place. 

^ I found the People hardy and ft^t» and the 
more inured to it by the Sharpn^&of theirClunate, 
which renders them the more able for Military 
Service. 

* They are obedient to their Rulers j but, 
amongft their Equals, too much addi^ed to q^ar- 
relling and drinking, that fermentSithe otber. 

* They are yet very courteoi^s ito.Strangers in 
ttieir travelling and fojourning> not makii^ aPrey 

of 
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of them, nor deceiving them, nor deriding' them in Inter-regnum. 
their Ignorance of the Country or Language, but ^^54' 
affording them all Accommodations for their Mo- 
ney which they expeft. 

' Their Governors are wife, expert, and politic^ 
keeping their Diftance arid the Rules of Juftice ; 
but they will hardly pardon any Negleft ; the 
Omiffion of a Ceremony, or not returning a Vifit 
is enough with fome of them to break ofF a Treaty 
of the greateft Confequcnce. 

* Though they pradtife much Delay when they 
judge it their Intereft to require it, yet they obferve 
honourably their Capitulations ; and though both 
Rulers and People regard their particular Intereft 
in the firft Place, yet it is not with the excluding 
of Juflice and Honefty. 

' Their Government is by Municipal Laws and 
Cuftoms, and by Ads of their Supreme Council, 
which hath the Legiflati^e Power, and is the fame 
in effect, if not the Original of our Parliament* 
They have inferior and ordinary Courts of Juftice, 
not unlike to ours in many Particulars: The King 
hath a great Power, and the Senators under him^ 
and by them the Affairs of the State are managed. 

' Though their Government hath great Affinity 
with ours, yet the People do not enjoy the like 
Rights and Liberties as, bleffed be God, we do 
in England: They are in more Subjeftion to the 
Will of their Lords, and their Lords to the Will 
of their Superiors, though they have more Power 
over their Tenants and nearer Neighbours than 
the Englijh have. 

* Their Laws arc clear and few, nor are they 
covetous to multiply them, which they hold an 
Error in Government, and Caufe of Contention ; 
nor do they allow Debates in Council of any other 
Matters than what are propofed to them from the 
Kmg. 

* The Paucity of Law- Suits amongft them is 
becaufe of the Diftribution of Eftates by a Rule of 
Law to all Children or Heirs, upon the Death of 

Vol. XX. Y every 
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Inter-regnum. every Anceftor ; fo that they have feldom a Quc- 
ftion upon any Will or Conveyance. 

' And, by rcafon of the Smallnefs of their Trade, 
their Contradls are few, and confequently their 
Law- Suits; nor will they atFord Maintenance for 
a ProfefEon ol Lawyers, or large Salaiies for Of- 
ficers i in general, their Government is wife, juft, 
and peaceable. 

* Their Religion is punctually Lutheran, both 
in Do<9:rinc and Difciplme; and they are fo feverc 
in it that they will hiiidly admit a Papiji or CaU 
viniji to live among them, except in fome few 
Places, where they permit Calv'wijh to refide for 
Trade's bi.!ce. 

' They have a Lituip^^y much to the fame Effect, 
in Wordj and Certroiijes, with that which was 
in the i;V;.///'' Chiwcli \ nor will they part with 
any of th. r\..'-:-!i!.''s Ceremonies and Rites, ex - 
trade -1 oat oi l1:c M.i^-rcok, or with the Images 
in their Churc''.'s, thou^^h fo little different from 
thofe ufcd in the Chuuh o{ Rome. 

* Their Biftiops, and Superintendents who have 
the fane Power, have the like Jurifdiclion in Ec- 
clefutPtical* but not in Temporal Ivlatters, as the 
Englijh Prelates had; fo have their inferior (as they 
alfo c/il them) 'Spiritual Courts and Judicatories. 

* Tliey allov but ilender Maintenance to their 
Clergy; tl cir M uopolitan, the Archbifhopof Up- 
jalc^ hatl not above 2000 Rixdoilars, which b not 

5C0/. of ycaily Revenue; and lOO Rixdoilars />^r 
Annum is an extraordinary- Benefice. 

* Their iJiocefes and Pariflies are very large, 
and Sermons are a Rarity in them ; but the Liturgy 
muit not be omitted every Sunday^ and on their 
many F^olidays. 

' They have a good Way, upon every Avoid- 
ance, to fuppl y their Churches > the Inhabitants of 
every Parilh where the Minifter died, or is re- 
moved, do meet and chufe three Deacons, whom 
they prefcnt to the Bifhop or Superintendent, wbo 
chulcth one of the three, and ordains him a 

Fiieft, 
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Pricit, and inftitutes him ihtd the Benefice that is Inter-regmim* 
void. '^^54. 

' Their Strength is confiderabic both at Land ^T^'T"^ 
and at Sea ; at Land it confiils chiefly in. the Bo- ^*' ^^ 
dies of their Men, and in their Arms and Fortifi- 
cations. Their Men are ffrong, and the more 
inured to-Hardfhip, by the CoIJiiefs of their Cli- 
mate ; and to War, by their frequent lixpedltions 
abroad; and they want no Courage nor Obedience 
to their Superiors. , 

' Their Arms are made at home, as good and 
ufefiil as any Country hath ; they want not Mate- 
rials of Copper, Steel, and Iron, bo^h for their 
greater and fmaller Guns and Swords ; and have 
(kilful Workmen, and Store of Powder. ' 

* Their Fortifications are not many, except in 
Frontier Towns and Havens; fome whereof are 
ftrongly and reguhirly fortified, fully garrifoned* 
and provided with Copper Great Guns upon their 
Works. 

*- They have a ftanding Militia of 50,000 Men* 
12,000 Horfe and 38,000 Foot, and all thefe 
maintained at a very fmall Charge to the Crown* 
and with no Burden to the Country ; whereof I 
fliall be ready to give you a particular Account, 
when you {hall command it. 

' Thefe may be drawn together in ten Days, 
and out of thefe they order forth Soldiers upon any 
foreign Defign ; which Defignation is wholly left 
to the refpecSive Landlords, and gives them no 
fmall Awe and Subjection from theit Tenants. 

' Their Strength by Sea furpaffeth their Neigh- 
bours; they have many Ships which carry 80, and 
fome I GO, Copper Guns, well and fubftantially 
built ; but not after our excellent Way of Frigates, 
nor fo nimble at tacking, or fighting, or the Chafe, 
as aur Men of War. 

' They are not inferior in their Strength at Sea 
to any Prince or State in thefe Parts, except the 
EngUJh and our Neighbours the Netherlands \ the 
greateft Defeft and Want in ;heir Naval Force is 
as to the Number of thdr Ships and Mariners. 

Y 2 * For 
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* For their Trade it is not great, but they take 
a Courfe daily to improve it ; they undecftand, 
better than they did formerly, the Conveniences 
and Advantages they have of Timber for Mafts 
and building of their Ships ; c4" Iron to fit them ; 
of Copper for their Guns ; of the Cheapnefs and 
Plenty of Pitch and Tar neceflary for them, and 
to be had in their own Country; and fuflSlcient 
Cordage near them, with their good Harbours on 
both Sides the Baltic Sea, and at Gattenburgh, 

^ * They are fenfible that the Increafe of Trade 
increafeth their Mariners and Shipping, which 
again increafeth their Trade ; and not only their 
IVlerchants but their Great Men engage in a Way 
of Trade for the Encouragement of it, and find 
Sweetnefs and Profit in it. 

' They already fend Ships, and plant in xYi^TVeft- 
Indies ; and have begun a Trade with their native 
Commodities to mod Parts where Trade is to be 
had, and will in a {hortTime become confiderabic 
for Trade ; and the more, by the Plenty of their 
Copper, Iron, Deals, Pitch, and Tar, which now 
they export themfelves, and know how neceflary 
they are for other Nations, and how profitable it 
is for them to be their own Merchants. 

* I have thus (hortly, and weakly, given you In- 
formation of what I learned upon the Place, touch- 
ing this Nation of the Swedes and Goths, in rela- 
tion to themfelves. 

' * Give me Leave, Sir, now to acquaint you 
with what I obferved concerning them, as they 
tnay have Relation to an Alliance with this Com- 
monwealih ; and to conclude with an Account, in 
genera], of my Negotiation there, and with the 
Refpedl I met with to this Nation, both from 
them and others, whilft I was abroad. 

* I look upon them as a Nation, in a perfeft Di- 
ftance and Situation, to be the bed Friends and 
Allies to you ; they are neither fo near to us as to 
caufe Jealoufies from us, nor fo far diftant but that 
they may give a timely AfSftance to us. 

* They 
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* They profefs the fame Pro teftant Religion with Inter-regnunu 
lis ; in the Fundamentals they agree with us, and i^54« 

in their Averfenefs to Popery and the Hierarchy of ^^^^"7^ 
Rome ; and are the more likely to keep a firmer *^^^^"* *^* 
Union with us: 

* There is ^reat Similitude between their Man- 
ners, Laws, Language, and Difpofition of the 
People and the Englijh^ and the like Gallantry of 
their Gentry and Soldiery; Induftry of their Mer- 
chants and Artificers, and Laborioufnefs of their 
Hufbandmen. They are generally much like the 
Englijhy and the more likely to correfpond and 

agree in Amity with us. , 

' They' have Store of Men, Arms, and Shipping, 
to join with us upon any Occafion; and whereby 
both you and they may be ftrcngthcned againft 
your Enemies, and be the more confiderablc 
throughout the World. 

' TTiey are juft and faithful in their Aftjons and 
Undertakings as the Englijh are, and honourable 
in their Perfbritiances ; nor are they engaged to any 
of our Enemies, or fiich as you may have Caufe to 
fufpeft; bat their Differences and Contentions 
have rather been with thofe who have contended 
with you, and therefore they are the more likely 
to obfe'rve their Alliance with you. 

* They firft fought to his Highnefs and this 
Commonwealth for an Amity with us, and fent 
feveral Perfons of Honour, as public Minifters, hi- 
ther for that Purpofe ; and their Queen and the ' 
prefent King have teftified great Aftedlion to this 
Nation, and juftly expeded fome Return of it from 
you again. 

'Thefe and many other Motives, grounded 
upon Rcafon and Wifdom of State, perfuaded 
thofe who fat at the Helm here, to judge it fit to 
fend' from hence an Ambaflador to that Crown, 
to conclude an Amity with them for the Advan- 
tage of Trade, and mutual Afliftance of one an- 
other. 

* Herein their Judgment did not fail them ; it 
was very requifite to fend an Ambaflador thither ; 

Y 3 but 
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Intcr-teenun% but perhaps you may fee a Failure of their Judg- 
"634- nicnc in the Choice of a Perfon lb unfit for fo weigh- 
*"— *v^— -* ty an Employment ; yet they would not excufe 
Sc,tcmlcr, j^jj^^ You will believe he had no Ambition for 
fuch a Service, and at fuch a Time ; but he obeyed 
the Commanu;^ of thofe whom he ferv'd, under- 
took the Employment, and can fay, without Va- 
nity, pcrforniM his Duty therein, to the utmoft of 
his Capacity, *with Diligence and Faithfulncfs ; and 
God was pLafed to own him in*it. 
• * I pafs over the dangerous Voyage by Sea in 

Kovernber^ through your then Enemies, and the 
cold Journey by Land in Deceniher^ and come to 
the Court ■dxVf'fale^ which was fplendid and highj 
rc|Jenifli'd not only with gallant Outfides, but 
with Perfons of great Abilities within, both of the 
^ Civil and Military Condition. ^ 

' Upon my firlt Ignorance of their Ceremonies, 
I fell into fomc Diflike with feveral of their Gran- 
decs, v/ho thought me not enough fubmiilive; 
others thought the better of me for infifting upon 
the Right of my Nation, vindicating their Honour, 
and not fneaking to thofe with whom I had to do, 
* I followed my ov^^n Reafon, and what plea- 
fed God to direct me for your Service, and in or- 
der to the Good of the Proteftant Intereft. In 
my 7?reaty I applied myfelf upon all Occafions 
to the Queen herfelf, and never to the Senate, 
wherewith her Majefty was not difiafted. 

' In the Tranfadtions of my Affairjs I endea- 
voured to gain the beil Intelligence I could from 
home, and from that Court ; and fpared no Coft 
to gain it : The one made me the more confiderablo 
there ; the other was of great Advantage to me 
in my Negotiation. 

'. * But, Sir, I was to encounter with great Diffi- 
culties and Oppofition ; the King of Denmark^ 
Ambaflador, the Dutch Refident, with all their 
. Party and Friends (fome of the moil confiderable 
in the Court and Army, and of great Numbers) 
^ppofed me, and endeavoured to afFront me and 

my 
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my Company; but by that were no Gainers. The 
French^ Polijh, and German public Minifters, as 
much as they could covertly, fought to h'n^ier me ; 
but, on the other Side, I found the Spanijh public 
Minifter there (who was a Perfon of great Inge- 
nuity, and in much Favour with the Qiiecn) a 
great Friend and Afliltant to me. Several great 
Officers of the Army, as General fVranrel, the 
Grave Horn, Grave fVitUnburg, Grave Bannier,^ 
Grave Leenhough, and divers others, were Friends 
to me j and, ot the Ci\'il OfEcers and other Sena- 
tors, the Baron Bundt, ^yteinlorke^ the Grave Toty 
the Chief JulVice, the Grave Braj^he, and chiefly 
the old Chancellor Oxenfteirny was my chief Fi iend 
and Helper in my Bufmefs. Prince 4d'Aphe, the 
prefent King's Brother, was no 111 wiilcr to it ; 
the King that now is, a great Friend to it, and 
manifefted more particular RefpLcl to you in the 
Perfon of your Servant, than he was ever known 
to do to any of the like Quality, or to any State 
whatfoever. And the Quten herfelf wy? refolded 
to have the Bufinefs done ; fo much had I gain'd 
of her Favour, and fatisfied her of your Intereft 
and Refpe6ts to her. 

• But, above all, f(3me of my own Countrymen 
were fierce againft me, cfpecially thofe of the Scots 
Nation, both of the Array and Traders, whom I 
little coiifidered, yet knew their Humours, and that 
they would rail at me in the Morning, and after- 
wards come to my liable to Dinner ; and I caufed 
my Officers to welcome them accordingly. 

' To. counterwork thefe I was not without 
Friends of my own Nation, whereof divers were 
of the like Condition ; and eminent amongft them 
was General Douglas ^ a Scots Gentleman, who 
was very civil to me : So was a true Englijh Gen- 
tleman, Major General Sir George Fleetwood, a Per- 
fon of great Intereft and Refpedb in thofe Parts, 
with all that know him ; he teftified extraordinary 
Refped and AffevSlion to you, and to your Servant, 
and was very courteous and helpful to me. 

* Thofe who oppofed or endeavoured to afRont 

me 
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lAter-regnum. me in your Bufinefs I forbear to name, not for their 

i654« Sakes, but left it might bp {urejudicial to your 

^-'^^""*^ PViends there, and to your own future Occafions. 

greateft and wLfeft of Men : It was the Goodnefs 
aikl Mercy of God who gave a Bluffing to your 
Proceedings, and a defired Succf fs to this Treaty ; 
which we ought, to acknowledge with humble 
Thankfulnefs ; ^nd the weaker the InftrujBefits 
were, the more his Power and GoodnefB appeaf'.d 
^ in it. 

* He was pleafed to give Succefs to that Nego- 
tiation under my Hands ; and, after many Delays 
and Debates, and all theOppofition that could be 
made, to give a Concluflon to it. I made an Al-^ 
liance betwixt the Commonwealth apd that Crown, 
ratified by the then Queei^ and the prefent King 
under their Hands, and under their Great Seal ^ 
Swedtn. 

* The Inftrument thereof I prefcnted to bis 
Highnefs and his Council at my Retura home ; 
who caufed a ftridl Perufal and Examination there- 
of to be made; and, finding it punctually according 
to my Inftrudtions, did approve of it, and of my 

' poor Service in it ; and his Higbjiefs ratified the 
other Part of the Treaty, to which the Great Seal 
of England was affix'd j the Tranfcript whereof, 
with the Original of the other, are at your Com- 
mand to be produced, 

* I (hall not prefume to judge of the Advantages 
b^ this Alliance to this Nation, and to the Pro- 
teftant Intereft through the World ; this Honour- 
able Houfe are beft able to judge thereof, and of 
the Duty of their Seryant» and his Performance 
thereof ; who fubmits all to their Wifdom and fa- 

' vourable Conftru£lion. 

* And, being now in my Return homewards, 
give me Leave, Sir, to- acquaint you with fomc 
PaiTages of Refpedl: to this Commonwealth in. my 
Journey, both in Swedin^ Denmat^^ and Germanjf* 

* The Magiftrates and People of Stockholm were 
Ycry refpedful to your Servants, and General 

Wrangei 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Of ENGLAND. 345 

JVrangel and Major-General Fleetwood^ with the Intcr-rcgnum, 
Heer Lager feld(^zt\A others, accompanied me forty ' ^llj 
EngUJh Miles to their chief City. There they *wcmbeiV 
freely fliewM me not only the (lately Caftle, Town, 
Haven, and Ships, but their Works, Magazines, - 
Arfenal, Work-Hmifes for Arms, and Shipping 
which v^ere very ftrong and confiderable. 

* There I had two Ships provided for my Tranf* 
portation over the Baltick Sea, and in that on which 
I went on board, a Vice-Admiral was fent to 
command, being a Point of great Honour, and 
the Ship was richly furnifhed and accommodated 
for the Voyage. 

* After we had pafled this deep and rough Sea, 
through great Tempefts and Dangers, and were 
arrived near to the Hanfe Town of Luheck^ they 
hearing of it by our Guns, fent their Coach and 
Officers to conduS me to their City; where fome 
of the chief of their Lords, with their Syndick, or 
Recorder, came from the reft to falute me ; and, ia 
the Latin Oration made to me, gave me all wel- 
come to the Place, -and highly exprefs'd their Va- 
luation of this Commonwealth. 

* I received alfo civil Complements and Saluta- 
tions from the Dukes o^ Saxony ^ Holftein^ Courlandy 
Lunenhurgh^ and other Free Princes of Germany^ 
full of Refpeft and Honour to you. 

* Here I received likewife Refpeft and Cere- 
monies from the Englijh Company at Hamburgh ^ 
two Days Journey from this City ; who fent Mef- 
fengers to invite me to their Houfe in Hamhurghy 
and expreiTed all Duty and Refpedl to you as their 
Superiors. 

* In my Land- Journey, which was not without 
Hardfhip and want of Conveniences, where the 
Armies had been, in their late Wars betwixt thefe 
two Hanfe Towns of Lubesk and Hamburgh^ 
about two Leagues before I came to Hamburgh^ 
my Countrymen, df the Englijh Company there, 
met me upon the Way with about 50 Coaches, 
and about 200 Horfemen, to welcome me to thofe 
Parts. They treated me nobly by the Way, and 

con- 
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Intcr-regnum. condu£^ed me Jnto Hamburghy where the Streets 
*^^^' were (o crowded with People, that we had a diffi- 
cult Pafl'agc throup^h them ; and generally both in 
their Words and Carriage, they exprefled all Civi- 
lity and Refpcdt unto this Commonwealth. 

* The fame Evening that I came hither, the 
Lords of Hamburgh fient four of their Senators, 
with their Syndick, to falute and welcome me to 
their City, and prefented me nobly with Provifions 
of Fifli and Flcfli, Wine and Beer, for rtiy Hofpi- 
tality. They congratulated the Succefs of your 
Treaty with Swedeland^ and expreffed very high 
Regard for our Commonwealth : They invited 
me to Collations, and did me; the Honour to come 
to my Table, and appointed one of their chief 
Military Officers to fiiew me the Works and Am- 
munition of the Town, and others of their own 
Number to accompany me to their Town- Houfe, 
and to inform me in Matters relating to their Ju- 
dicatories. 

' Indeed their Fortifications are very ftrong and 
regular, and they have great Store 0/ Arms and 
Ammunition, and give therein a good Pattern for 
others ; as alio for Provifions for their Shipping. 

' I murt do this Ri(!;ht to them, that,*both at my 
coming thither, and during my Stay there, (which 
was about ten Days) and at my Departure from 
thence, they did, upon all Occasions, manifeft as 
great an Elkcm and Refpedl for this Common- 
wealth, as any whom I have met with in foreign 
Parts. 

' Sir, it plcafcd God to flop our Voyage by con- 
trary Winds, and to Iby us upon the Elbe near 
Gluckfladt^ a Town of the King of Denmark ; 
who, hearing of my being there, fent one of his 
Senators, the Grave RoJ/en Crojs^ Viceroy of Hoi- 
' jlehiy to invite me to his Court. 

' The Viceroy came with many Attendants, 
and not without great Danger by the ftormy Wea- 
ther, on board my Ship, and highly compliment- 
ed this Commonwealth from his Matter ; but J, 
toiowing the Courfc of Treatments in thofe Parts, 

' excufed 
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cxcufed myfelf with the bell Civility I could from Inter-regnum. * 

o^aing on Shore; alledging (what was Truth) That ^ ^^S4» 

no Perfons having the Command of your Ships, 

as I then had, and being on board them, ought to 

go from them without Leave, untill his Voyage 

was finiflied ; and that this was my Condition at 

that Time. 

* I had much ado to fatisfy the Viceroy ; but 
he was well pleafed with his Treatment, and pro- 
mifcd to make my Apology to his M after, and to 
do all good Offices with him, to tcftify his Service' 
to this Cofnmon wealth, 

' After an extreme dangerous and ftrong Paflagc 
betwixt Hamburgh and England^ wherein the Hand 
of God appeared wonderfully in the Prefervation 
of your Servants, we all came in Safety to our 
dear Country. 

* Thus, Sir, I have given you an Account of 
the whole Tranfactions of this Bufinefs ; and, for 
any Errors or Mifcarriage of Mind in the Negoti- 
ation, or in this Account I have given you of it, I 
humbly a(k your Pardon.' 

This Speech met with general Applaufe : And 
a Motion being made. That Mr. TVhitlocke fliould 
have the public Thanks of the Houfe for his good 
Services done in this hazardous and important 
Bufinefs of his Embafly, the XjOii Broghill fpoke 
much in Commendation pf the Treaty, and of the 
Ambaflador, and feconded the Motion for the 
public Thanks ; adding. That there was a confi- 
derable Sum of Money due to him, for the Ex- 
pences of his Ambafly j but no Gratuity or Re- 
ward given him for his hazardous and great Services 
done for this Commonwealth : And thereupon 
nioved That 2000 L might be ordered to be paid 
to Mr. Whitlocke^ in Satisfaction of all Arrears 
due to him, and ^s a Mark of Favour from the 
Houfe. All which was unanimoufly agreed to ^. 

This 

k The whole of this Affair we give upon the Authority of Mr. 
Wbitkcke himfelf, there not being the Jcaft Mention of it in the 
C^mmans Journals of this Day, 
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later-regnum. This Affair being over, it was lefolved, That 

^^54- the Subject- Matter of Debate, the next Morning, 

^*'*^'***^ fliould be. Whether the Houfe did approve that 

Sepiember. ^^^ Government fhould be in one Single Perfon 

. and a Parliament i Accordingly^ 

A Debate whc- Sept. *]. The Houfe went uperr the forgoing 
rtcr the Go- Quettion : The Protedor's Party were for appro- 
b^TonlScVi^g tJ^e whole Inftvumcnt of ^ Gavernman at 
Perfon and a once; but the Republicans were for debating it. 
Parliament: Article by Article, in a Committee. Upon 
this Occafion a Member ftood up, and ihewcd 
* the Snares that were laid to €ntrap the Pi6ople<« 
Privileges ;' declaring, * That as God had- made 
him inftrumental in cutting down Tyranny- in 
one Perfon, he could not endure to fee- ihfe Na- 
tion's Liberties ready to be fliackled by another, 
whofe Right to the Governqaeiit could be ip^a- 
iured out no otherwife than by the\Leiigtb^ i>f \m 
Sword; which alone emboldened him no com- 
mand his Commanders */ Sir Arthur Hajil-r 
rigge^ Mr. Scott^ and Serjeant Brad/haw j. (pwirti- 
cularly the latter, whom thcRcpubhcans iniended 
to have chofen for their Speaker} remarkably di- 
flinguilhed themfelves againft the Court Party, as 
we Ihall henceforth ftyle them ; and were very in- 
ftrumental, fays LudloiUy in opening the £yes of 
many young Members, who had never before he^i^d 
their Interelts fo clearly flated and aflerted " : fc- 
Ibmuch that it was carried by a Majority^ of 141 
againft 1 36, That the Houfe be Now refolved into 
a Committee of the whole Houfe, to. debate upon 
the Qiieflion, Whether they do approve that the 
Government fliall be in one Single Perfon and a 
Parliament? The Debate upon this grand Affair 
took up the whole Day and the three following : 
And tha' the new Courtiers prevailed fo far as to 
prevent the Houfe from coming to any Refo- 
lution upup the foregoing Queftion, yet the Mo- 
tion for referring it to a Committee being car- 
ried 

Jtt the perfea Folitidajt; or, J full View of CromweiriXi> 
mnd A^ioni^ p. 270, printed in' 1 659. 

* AiemoirSf Vol. H, p, 500. * 
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ricd againft the Proieftor's Party In the Houfc, Inter-regnum, 
by a Majority of fiveVoicfes, it fo alarm'd his High- ^^54- 
nefs, that he began to be jealous left his new Parlia- T* **yT^ 
nient flioul4 overturn their Mafter, and thought it 
high Time to look to himfelf. Having therefore gi- which gives 
ven Orders to the Lord Mayor of London^ to be upon great Umbrage 
his Guard to prevent Difturbanccs in the City, he^^^^^ ^^"^ P""^" 
fent a Meflage to the Parliament, defiring them to 
meet bim in the Painted-Cbamher. The Members 
being accordingly come thither, he delivered his 
Sentiments to them in the following high Terms of 
Rcfentment. Mr. Whitlocke has given us only a 
fhort Abftraft of this Speech, which contains a ' 
fiimmary Review and Defence of CromweWs Con- 
duft, from his firft Entrance into public Life ; a 
Denial of his contriving, or in the leaft contri- ' 

buting to, his own Advancement to the Protecto- 
rate; his intire Ignorance of the laft Parliament's 
intended Refignation, till he received the Inftru- 
ment of it from them, his Intention then being to 
have gone into Retirement ; his reiterated Refufal 
of the Government when offered him, and his Rc- 
luftance in accepting it ; his Refolution neverthe- 
lefs not to part with it, fince his Power had been 
recognized by the whole Nation, and by Foreign 
Courts : ^But hear him in his own Words ** : 

Gentlemen^ 

* YT is not long fince I met you in this Place, Hts refentful 

* I upon an Occafion which gave me much niore^^^^J® ^^^ 
' Content and Comfort than this doth. that OccaVwi*, 

* That which I have to fay to you now will need 

* no Preamble to let me into my Difcourfe ; for 

* the Occafion of this Meeting is plain enough. I 
' could have wifli'd, with all my Heart, there had 

* been no Caufe for it. 

< At that Meeting I did acquaint you what the 

* firft Rife was of this Government which hath 

* called you hither; and in the Authority of which 

* you. came hither. Among other Things that I 

* told you of then, I faid you were a Free Parlia- 

* ment ; 
^^ From the original Edition, printed by the fame Pcrfon as the^ 
foregoing Speech, and pubh'iheil for the fame Reafons. 
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* ment; and fo you are, whilft you own the Go- 
' vernment and Authofity that called you hither ; 

* for certainly that Word implied a Reciprocation, 

* or it implied nothing at all. 

* Indeed there was a Reciprocation implied and 

* exprefl'ed ; and I think your Adlions and Carri- 

* ages ought to be fuitable: But I fee it will be ne- 

* cefiary for mc now a little to magnify njy Office; 

* which I have not been apt to do. I have been 

* of this Mind, I have been always of this Mind, 

* fmce firft I entered upon it. That if God will 

* not b|car it up, let it hnk. But if a Duty be in- 

* cumbent upon me, to bear my Teftimony unto 

* it, (which in Modefty I have hitherto forborne) 

* 1 am in fome Mcafure now neceffitated thereun- 

* to : And therefore that will be the Prologue to 
' my Difcourfc. 

* I caird not myfclf to this Place ; I fay again, 

* I caird not myfclf to this Place ; of that God is 

* Witiiefs : And I have many Witneilcs who, I do 

* believe, could readily lay down their Lives to 

* bear Witnefs to the Truth of that; that \s to fay, 

* That I caird not myfelf to this Place: And, be- 

* ing in it, 1 bear not Witnefs to myfelf; but God 

* and the People of thefe Nations have borne Tef- 

* timony to it alfo. 

' If my Calling be from God, and my Tefli- 

* mony from the People, God and the People fliall 
' take it from me, elfe I will not part with it. I 
« fhould be falfe to the Truft that God hath placed 

* in me, and to the Intereft of the People of thefe 

* Nations, if I fhould. 

* That I caird not myfelf to this Piace, is my 

* firft AfTertion. 

« That I bear not Witnefs to myfelf, but have 

* many WitnefTes, is my feco'nd. 

* Thefe are the two Things I fhall take the Li- 

* berty to fpeak more fully to you of, 

* T^o make plain and clear that which I have 

* faid, I muft take Liberty to look back, 

* I was by Birth a Gendeman, living neither in 
f any coniiderable Height, nor yet in Obfcurity : 
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^ I have been call'd to feveral Employments in the inter-regnum, 

* Nation : To lerve in Parliaments; and, becaufe *^54« 

* I would not be over- tedious, I did endeavour to r[ '^T*^ 

* difcharge the Duty of an honeft Man in thofe ^^^^ ^'' 
' Services, to God and his People's Intereft, and 

* of the Commonwealth ; having, when Time 
' was, a competent Acceptation in the Hearts of 

* Men, and fome Evidences thereof. I refolve 

* not to recite the Times, and Occafions, and Op- 
^ portunities that ftave been appointed me by God 

* to ferve him in, nor the Presence and Bleflings 
of God then bearing Teftimony to me. 

* Having had Tome Occafions to fee (together 
with my Brethren and Countrymen) a happy Pe- 
riod put to our fliarp Wars and Contefts with the 
then common Enemy, I hoped, in a private Capa- 
city, to have reap'd the Fruit and Benefit, together . 
with my Brethren, of our hard Labours and Ha- 
zards ; to wit, the Enjoyment of Peace and Li- 
berty, and the Privileges of a Chriftian and of 

* a Man, in fome Equality with others, according 
' as it fliouki pleafe the Lord to difpenfe unto me. 

^ And when, I fay, God had' put an End to our 
^ Wars, at leaft brought them to a very hopeful 
^ Iffue, very near an End, after Worcejier Fight I 
' came up to London to pay my Service and Duty 
' to the Parliament that then fat; and hoping that 
' aJl Minds would have been difpofed to anfwer 
' that which feemed to be the Mind of God, viz, 

* to give Peace and Reft to his People, and efpe- 
' cially to thole who had bled more than others in 
' the carrying on of the Military Affairs, I was' 

* much difappointed of my Expedtation, for the 

* Iffue did not prove fo; whatever may. be boafted 
**or mifreprefcnt^d, it was not fo, nor fo. 

' I can fay, in the Simplicity of my Soul, Hove 

* not, I love not (I declined it in ray former Speech); 

* I fay, I love not to rake into Sores, or to difco- 
' ver Nakednefles j that which I drive at is this, 

* I fay to you, I hoped to have had Leave to have 

* retired to a private Life : I begg*d to be difmiffed 

* of my Charge ; I begg'd it again and again ; and 

* God 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Inter*regnum, 
1654. 



September. 



352 7be Parliamentary History 

* God be Judge between me and all Men if I lie in 

* this Matter. That I lie not in Matter of Fad, 

* is known to very many ; but whether I tell a Lie 
^ in my Heart, as labouring to reprefent to you 
*' that which 'was not upon my Heart, I fay the 

* Lord be Judge; let uncharitable Men, that mea- 

* fure others by themfelves, judge as they pleafe. 

* As to the Matter of Fad, I fay it is true. As to 

* the Ingenuity and Integrity of my Heart in that 

* Dedre, I do appeal, as before, upon the Truth 

* of that alfo : But I could not obtain what my 

* Soul longed for. And the plain Truth is, I did 
^ afterwards apprehend that feme did think (my 

* Judgment not fuiting with theirs) that it could 

* not well be. But this, I fay to you, was between 

* God and my Soul; between me and that Affem- 

* bly. 

* Iconfefsl am in fome Strait to fay what I could 

* fay ; and what is true of what then followed. 

* I prefied the Parliament, as a Member, to pc- 
^ riod themfelves, once, and again, and again, and 

* ten, nay twenty -.Times over. I told them (for 

* I knew it better thart any one Man in the Parlia- 

* ment could know it, becaufe of my Manner of 

* Life, which was to run up and down the Nation, 

* and fo might fee and know the Temper and Spi- 

* rits of all Men, the beft of Men) that the Nation 

* loathed their fitting : I knew it. And fo far as 

* I could difcern, when they were diflblved, there- 

* was not fo much as the Barking of a Dog, or 

* any general and vifible Repining at it. You are 
^ not a few here prefent that can aflert this as well 

* as myfelf. 

* And that there was high Caufe for their Dif- 

* folution, is moft evident, not only in regard there 

* was a juft Fear of that Parliament's perpetuating 

* themfelves, but becaufe it was their Defign. 

* And had not their Heels been trod upon by Im- 

* portunities from abroad, even to Tlircats, I be- 

* lieve there would never have been Thoughts of 

* rifing, or of going out of that Room to the World's 
<End. 
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* X myfelf was founded, and by no mean Perfons Inter-fcrnurn. 

* tempted, and AddrefTes were made to me to that 

* very End,* that it might have been thus perpetu-« 

* a ted : That the vacant Places might be liipplied 

* by neW ElecSions, and fo continue from Gen^- 

* ration to Generation, » 

* 1 have declined, I have declined very mucb> 

* to open thefe Things to you ; yet having pro-» 

* ceeded thus fgfr, I muft tell you, that poor Men, 
' under this arbitrary Power, were driven like 
' Flocks of Sheep, by forty in a Morning, to the 

* Coftfifcation of Goods and Eftates, without anj^ 
' Man being able to give a Reafon that two of then>. 

* had deferved to forfeit a Shilling. I tell you the 

* Truth, arid my Soul, and many Perfons whofa 

* Faces I fee in this Place, \Vere exceedingly grie- 

* ved-at thefe Things, and knew not which Way 

* to -help it, but by their Mournings, and giving 

* their Negatives ^w hen Occafions ferved. 

* I have given you but a Tafte of Mifcarri-* 

* ages, I am confident you have had Opporttipi- 

* ties to hear much more of them ; for nothing is 
' more obvious. 'Tis true this will be faid, That 

* there was a Remedy to put an End to this perpe- 

* tual Parliament endeavoured, by having a future 

* Reprefentative. How it was gotten, and by 

* what Importunities that was obtained, and how 

* unwillingly yeilded unto, is well known. 

* What was this Remedy? It was a feeming 
« -Willingnefs to have fucceffive Parliaments. What 

* was that Succeffion \ It was, that when one Par- 

* liament had left their Seat, another was to fit 

* down immediately in the room thereof, without 

* any Caution to avoid that which was the Danger, 

* VIZ. perpetuating of the fame Parliaments; which 

* is a Sore now that will ever be running^ fo long 
^ as Men are ambitious and troublefome, if a due 

* Remedy be not found. So then, what was the 

* Bufinefs ? It was a Converfion from a Parliament 

* that fbould have been, and was peipetual, to a 

* Xegfflative Power always fitting : And fo the Li- 

* berties, and Interefts, and .Lives of People, not 

Vol. XX. Z 'judged 
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Intcr-Kgnttm, * judged by any certain known Laws andPowcf, 

"^SV * but by an arbitrary Pbwer, which is incident 

g^*^^^^ • and neccflary to Parliaments : By an arbitrtry 

* Power, I fay, to* make Men's Eftates liaBle to 

* Confircation,and their Perfons toltnprtfenments ; 

* ometimes b> Laws made after the Fa6t commit-* 

* ted, often by taking the Judgment, both in ca- 

* pital and criminal Things, to themfelves ; who, 

* m former Times,' were not known to exercifc 

* fuch a Judicature. ' ' 

* This I fuppofe was the C^fe, anrf, rrr my O- 

* pinion, the Remedy was fitted to the Difeafe ; 

* efpecially coming jn the Rear of a Plrfiament, 

* fo cxercifing the rower and Authority as this had 

* done but immediately before. 

* Truly, I confefs, upon thefe Grounds, ahd 

* with the SatisfaSion of divers other Perfons, fee- 

* ing nothing could be had otherwife, that Piriik- 

* mept was Jiflblv'd ; and we defu-ing to fe^'if a fifew 

* might have been call'd together for fofnefhort 

* Time, who might put the Natioh into feme Way 
*• of certain Settlement, did call thofe GertHemen 

* out of the fevcral Parts of the Nation for that 

* Purpofe. 

* And, as I have appealed to God before you 

* already, I know, (and I hope I may fay it) 

* though it be a tender Thing to make Appeals to 

* God, yet, in fuch Exigences as thefe, I truft it 

* will not offend his Majefty ; efpecially to mike 

* them before Perfons that know God, and krtbw 

* what Confcience is, and what it is to lie'bfefore 

* the Lord : I fay, that as a principal ILn^ in callihg 

* that Affembly, was the Settlement of tfje Miti*>!l ; 

* fo a chief End to myfelf was, that f mtght have 

* Opportunity to lay down the Powel" that w^s In 

* my Hands. I fay to ybu again, in the Pfeffenie 
. * of that God who hath blefled ^nd been with me'in 

* all my Aclverfitles and Succefles,thit' was,*a9to 

* myfelf, my greateft End. A Defire perhaps, I'tfm 

* afraid, fmful enough, to be quit of'tfite-^PfeWei? 
•Gpd had moft providentially put lirto tny'Hand, 

. * before he called for itf ; arid* before ^*ofe hfonel! 
* - * Ends 
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* Ends of our fighting were attained and fettled. I inter-regntinH 

* fay^ the Authority I had in rny Hand being fb ^ [J^^^ ^ 
' boundlefs as it was, I being, by Ad of Parfia- ^^Z^^erT 

* ment. General of all, the Forces in the three Na- 

* tions oiEngiamiyScothndy and Ireland^ (in, which 

* unlunited Condition I did not defire to live a. 

* Day) did cali, that Meeting for the Ends before 

* expreffed- / . 

* What the Event and Iflue of that Meeting wad^ 

* we may fadly remember ; It hath much Teaching 

* in it, and I hope wijl make us all wifer for the 

* future, ' But this Meeting not fucceeding, as I^ 
' have formerly faid^ to you, and giving fuch a Dtf- 
' appointment tp qur Hopes, I (hall riot now make 

* any Repetition thereof;, only the £ffe<9: \^as, 

* That they, came and brought to me a Parch- 

* ment, ftgn^d by very much the major Patt of 

* th(SJ3i) exprefljng their Refigning and Rfe-delivery 

* pf thei Power ,and Authority that was committed 

* to,£he,qa,.l?ack again into my Hands : And I can 
*,,^y it, io jhe fPrefenci? of divers Perfons here^ 

* that do Jcjio)i<ij. whether I lie in that, that I did 
*-not koow, QO,e Tittle of that Refignation,' untill 

* they all came and brought it, and delivered it 

* into myrHands: Of this there are alfo in this 

* Prefence oiany Witneffes. , . ' 
-.* I received this Refignation, having formerly 

*..ufed npy Endeavours and Perfuafions to keep 

* them together; obferving their. Differences, I 

* thought, it aiy Duty to give Advice to them, 

* ,that fo I might prevail with them for Union r 

< Bmifu it had the £ffe£l that I told you, and I had 

* pay Difappointment. 

^ Whei^ this was fo, we were exceedingly to 

< feek;iiow7ta fettle. Things for the future. My 
« Poiyc^riagain, by this Refignation, was as bpund- 
^ Jef^ an4 unlimited as before; alj Things being 
*^ fulyecStcjd to Arbitrarinefs,,and rnyfelf aPerfonba- 

* v4i|g Power oyer, /th^ three Nations boundlefsly 

* wdvun^imited.; and^, upon, tho^ Matter, all Qo- 

* vermn^^ diflblyed^ all Civil Adminiftratioris at 

* an.Endf %s will prefently he inade appear. 

Z 2 ^The 
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* The Gentlemen that undertook to frame this 

* Government, did confult divers Days together 
' (they being of known Integrity and Ability) how 

* to frame fomewhat that might give us Settlement ; 

* and they did fo : And that I was not privy to 

* their Councils, they know it. 

* When they had finilhed their Model in fome^ 

* MeaAire, or made a very good Preparation of it, 

* it became communicative. They told me that 

* except I would undertake the Government, they 
'' thought Things would hardly corfie to a Com- 

* pofurc and Settlement; but Blood and Confufion 

* would break in upon us. I denied it again and 

* again, as God and thofe Pcrfons know ; not com- 

* plimentingly, as they alfo know, and as God 

* knows. 

* I confefs, after many Arguments, and after 

* the letting of me know thr^t 1 did not receive any 

* Thing that put me into any higher Capacity than 

* I was In before ; but that it limited me, and 

* bound my Hands to acft nothing to the Prejudice 

* of thefe Nations, without Con fent of a Council, 

* entill the Parliament, and then limited by the Par- 

* liament, as the Aft of Government exprefletb, 

* I did accept it. 

* I might repeat this again to you, if it were 

* needful!; but I think 1 need not. I was arbitra- 

* ry in Power, having the Armies in the three Na- 

* tions under my Command ; and truly not very 
« ill beloved by them, nor very ill beloved then by 

* the People, by the good People ; and I believe I 

* fliould have been more beloved if they had known 
*j:he Truth, as Things were before God, and in 

* themfelves, and before divers of thofe Gentlemen 

* whom I but now mentioned unto you. 

* I did, at the Ifitreaty of divers Perfons of Ho- 

* nour and Qiiality, at the Intreaty of very many 

* of the chief Officers of the Army then prefent, 

* and at their Requeft, I did accept of the Place 

* and Title of Proteftor ; and was in the Prefencc of 

* the Commiffioners of the Great Seal, the Judges, 

* ihe Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of 
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London^ the Soldiery, divers Gentlemen, Citi- intcV-regnum. 



zens, and divers other People andPerfons of Qua- 
' lity, ^c. accompanied to Wefirmnjler - Hail^ 
^ where I took my Oath to this Government. 

* This was not done in a Corner; it was open and 

* public. 

* This Government hath been exercifed by a 
-* Council, with aDefire to be faithful in all Things ; 
*- and, amongft all other Trufts, to be faithful in 

* calling this Parliament. 

* And thus I have given you a very bare and 

* lean Difcourfe; which truly I have been necefli- 

* tated unto, and contracted in, becaufe of the 

* Unexpe6lednefs of the Occafion, and becaufe I 

* would not quite weary you nor myfelf : But this 

* is a Narrative that difcavers to you the Series of 

* Providence, and of Tranfa6lions leading me into 

* this Condition wherein Inowftand. 

* The next Thing I promifed you, wherein I 

* hope I fhall not be fo long, (though I am furc 

* this Occafion does require PJainnefs and Free- 

* dom) is. That I brought not myfelf into this 

* Condition, as in my own Apprehenfion I did not; 

* and that I did not, the Things being true which 

* I have told you, I fubmit it to your Judgments, 

* and there fhall I leave it, let God do what he 

* pleafeth : The other Things I fay that I am to 

* fpeak to you of, are. That I have not, nor do 

* not bear Witnefs to myfelf. I am far from al- 

* luding to him that faid fo; yet Truth concerning 

* a Member of his he will own, tho' Men do not. 

* But I think, if I miftake not, I have a Cloud 

* of Witneffes. I think fo ; let Men be as fro- 

* ward as they will. I have Witnefs within, with- 

* put, and above. But I fhall fpeak of them that 

* are without, having fully fpoken before of the 

* Witnefs above, and the Witnefs in my own Con- 

* fcience, upon the other Account ; becaufe that 

* Subje£): had more Obfcurity in it, and I in fame 

* Sort needed Appeals; and, I trufl, might lawful- 

* ly make them, as well as take an Oath, where 

* Things were not fo apt to be made evident. I 

Z 3 * fhall 
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' iball enumerate my Witneffes as well as I caa» 
' When I had confented to accept of the Go- 

* vernment, there was iome Solemnity to be per- 

* formed i and that was accompanied with fome 

* Perfoos of Confiderablenefs in all Refpefts ; who 

* were the Pqrfons before expreffed, and who ac- 

* companted me, at the Time of my entering upon 

* thi$ Government, to Wejiminjler-Hall to take 
•my Oath. 

** There was an explicit Confent of interefted 

* Perfons, and an iipplicit Confent of many,<hew- 

* ing their Good-liking and Approbation thereof. 

* And, Gentlemen, I do^ not think that jou are 

* altogether Strangers to it in your Countiy : *Some 

* did not naufeate it; very many did approve it. 

' I had the Approbation of the Officers of the 

< Army in the three Nations of Engldnd^ Scotland^ 
« and Ireland'^ I f^y of the Officers:^ I had that by 

* theirRemonftrances and under SignittuTc. THere 

* went, along with that explicit Cohfent, ^n'impli- 

* cit Confent of Perfons that had fomewhat to da 

* in the World ; that had been inffrunieiVtal, by 
^ God, to fight down the Enemies of God and his 

* People in the three Nations. And, truly, untill 

* my Hands were bound, and I limited, (wherein 

< I took full Contentment, as many can bear me 
^ Witnefs) when I had in my Hands ro gi'eat' a 

* Power and Arbitrarinefs, the Soldiety Vefe a 

< very confiderable Part of the Nations, cfpecially 

* all Government being diflblved : 1 fay*^when all 

* Government was thus diflblved, and notKiilg to 

* keep Things in Order but the Sword i and yet 

* they, (which many Hiftories will not parallel) 

* even they were defirous that Things might come 

* to a Confiftency, and Arbitrarinefs might be ta- 

* ken away, and the Government put into a Per- 

* fon, limited and bounded, as in the Aft of Set- 

* tlement, whom they diftrufted the leaft, and 

* loved not the worft ; This was another Evi- 
^ dence, 

* I would not forget the honourable and civil 
^ Entertainment, with the Approbation I found in 

* the 
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* the great City of London-^, which the City knows Inter-regmmu 

* whether I direftly or indiredlly fought. And, *^54« 

* truly, I do not think jt is Folly to remember this ; ^c^^mbcr' 

* fpr it was very great and high, and very public; 
^ and as numerous a Body of thofe that are khown^ 

* by Names and Titles (the feveral Corpbrations 

* and Societies of Citizens in this Cttv)^ as' hath 

* been at -^y Time fe^n in Englana; and not 

* without fome Appearance of Satisfaftion alfo.' 

.* I had not only this Witnefs ; but I have had, 

* from the greateft County in England^ and f/om 

* many Cities and Boroughs, and many Counties, 

* explicit Approbations J not of thofe gathered here 

* and there, but from the County of Tark and City 

* of Tori^ and other Counties and Places, aflem- 

* bled ip, ,)^l^eir public and general Affizes j the 

* Grai>cl Jyry, in the Name of the Noblemen, 

* G/jndem^n, Yeojpen, and Inhabitants of that 

* County, giving very great Thanks to me for urt- 

* 4prtakiiig this heavy Burden at fuch a Time ; and 

* giving very great Approbation and Encourage- 

* ment to me to go through with it. Thefe are 

* plain ; I have them to fhew j and by thefe, in 

* fome Meafure, it will appear I do not bear Wit- 

* npfs to myfelf. 

' This is not all : The Judges (and truly I had 

* alitioft forgotten it) 'thinking that there was a 

* Dillblution of Government, met and confulted, 
« and did declare one to another, that they could 

* not adminifter Juftice to the Satisfa<ftion of their 

* CoiQfcien^es, untiil they had received Commif- 

* fions from me, and they did receive Commiflions 

* from me ; and by virtue of thofe Commiflions they 

* have afted, and all the Juftices of the Peace that 

* have a£led, have adted by virtue of like Com- 

* miffions ; which was a little more than an implicit 
' Approbation. And I believe all the Juftice ad- 
' niiniftered in the Nation hath been by thig Au- 

* thority; which alfo 1 lay before you, defiringyou 

* to think whether all thefe Perfons before-men- 

* tioned muft not come before you for an A6t pf 

* Oblivion and general Pardon, who have adled 

* under 
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under^ and teftiiied to» this Governmeat) if it 
be difowned by you. 

' I have two or three Wi^ieflfes more, equiva- 
lent to all thefc I have reckoned, if I be not mif- 
taken, and greatly miftaken. If I fhould fay, all 
you that arc here are my Witnefle*, I ihould fay 
no Untruth. 1 know you are the fame Petfons 
here that you were in the Country : But I will 
rcferve to fpeak to this at the laft ; for this will 
be the Iffue of my Speech. 

' I fay, I have two or three Witnefies that are 
more than all I have accounted and reckoned be- 
fore: For all the People in England are my Wit- 
neffes, and many in Ireland and Scotland, All 
the Sheriffs in England are my Witnefies ; and 
all that came in upon the Procefs ifliied out by 
the Sheriffs are my Witnefies ; yea, the Returns 
of the Elections to the Clerk d the Crown, not 
a Thing to be blown away with a Breath, the 
Returns on the Behalf of the Inhabitants in the 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, all are my Wit- 
neffes of Approbation to the Condition and Place 
I ftand in. 

* And I fliall now make you my laft Witnefies, 
and afk you whether you came not hither by my 
Writs, dire6ted to the feveral Sheriffs, and fo to 
other Officers in Cities and Liberties, to which 
the People gave Obedience; having alfo had the 
Aft of Government communicated to them, to 
which End great Numbers of Copies were fent 
dov/n, on purpofe to be communicated to them; 
and the Government a]fo rec|uired to be diftin£Uy 
read unto the People at the Place of Elections, 
to avoid Surprizes ; where alfo they figned- the 
Indenture, with Provifo, That thf P-erfons fo 
chofen Jhould not have Power to alter the Govern- 
ment^ as now fettled in one fingle Perfon and a 
Parliament, 

* And thus I have made good my fecond Aflcr- 
tion. That I bear not Witnefs to myfelf; but the 
good People of England^ and you all, are my 
Witnefies. 

' Yea, 
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* Yea, furely ; and this bemg fo, though I told jnter-regnum. 

* you in my laft Speech that you were a Free Par- 1654* 

* liament, yet I thought it was underftood that I *^— '^r-*-' 

* was the Protaftor, and the Authority that called ^^P^*"^^*^* 
^ you ; arid that I was in Pofleifion of. the Govern- 

* rnent by a good Right from God and Men. And, 
' I^ believe, if the leiJrnedft Men in this Nation 
^ were called to (hew a Precedent fo clear, fo many 

* Ways approving of a Government, they Would 

* jiot in all their Search find it. 

' I did not, in my other Speech to you, take 

* upon me to juftify the Government irx ev€ry Par- 

* ticular, and I told you the Reafon of it, which 

* ,was plain : It was public, and had been long pub- 
' rrfhed, that it might be under the moft ferious 

* Infpedtion of all that pleafed to perufe it. 

* By what I have faid, I have approved myfelf 

* to God and my Confcience in my AcSions, and 

* in this Undertaking ; and I have given Caufe of 

* approving myfelf to every one of your Confcien- 

* ces in the Sight of God. 

' If it be fo, whyihould we fportwith it? with 
^ a Bufmefs thus ferious ? May not this Charadter, 

* this Stamp, bear equal Poife with any Hereditary 

* Intereft, which may have, and hath had, in the 

* Common Law, Matters of Difpute and Trial of 
^ Learning ; wherein many have exercifed more 

* Wit, ^nd fpilt more Blood, than I hope ever to 

* live to fee or hear of in this Nation ? 

^ I fay, I do not know why I may not balance 

* this Providence, as in the Sight of God, with any 
Hereditary Intereft, as being lefs fubjeft to thofe 

* Cracks and Flaws that is commonly incident 
< unto ; which Titles have coft more Blood, in 

* former Times, in this Nation, than We have Lei- 

* fure to fpeak of now. 

* Now if this be thus, and I am deriving a Title 

* from God and Men, upon fuch Accounts as thefc 

* are ; although fom^ Men be froward, yet that 

* your Judgments who are Perfons fent from all 
^ Parts of the Nation, under the Notion of Ac- 

' ceptancc 



< 
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iBteroregiram. « ceptance of the Governmtnt; for y6u to dtf- 

'_^^' * own^ or not to own it; for you to a^ with Par- 

SeptembcrT * W^TntTit^LVj Authority, efpectally in the Difown- 

* ing of it, contrary to the very Fundamental 

* Things ; yea, againft the very Root itfcJf of this 

* EftabTiflimenc; to fit, and not own the Autho- 

* rity by which you fit, 4S that which, I bc]ieve, 

* aftoniiheth more Men than myfeif ; aitd doth as 

* dangeroufly difappoint and difc^mpofe the Na- 

* tion, as any Thing could have been invented by 

* the greateft Enemy to our Peace and Welfare, or 

* could well have happened. 

* It is true, there are fome Things in the Efta- 

* bliihment that are Fundamental^ and fome 

* Things are not fo, kut are Circurnftantial : Of 

* fuch, no Queftion but I fliall eafily agree tavary 

* or leave out, as I {hall be convinccd^by Reafbn. 
^ Some Things are F'undamentals^ abouc which I 

* (ball deal plainly with you : Thefe'inay not be 

* parted with ; but will, I truft, be delivered over 

* to Pofterity, as being Ae Fruits of our Blood 

* and Travel, 

* The Government by a fingle Peribn and a Par- 

* liament is a, Fundamental ; it is the EJJi:; it is 

* Conftitutive. And for the Perfon, though I may 

* feem to plead for myfelf, yet I do not ; no, hor 

* can any reafonable Man fay it: flut^ if the 

* Things throughout this Speech be true, I pfead 

* for this Nation, and all honeft Men therein, who 

* have borne their Teftimony as aforefaid, and not 

* for myfelf: And if Things fhould do otherwife 

* than well, which I would not fear, and the com- 

* men Enemy and difcontented Perfons takeAd- 

* vantage at thefe Diftradtions, the Iflue will be put 

* up before God : Let him own, or let him di(bwn 
^ it, as he pleafes. 

* In every Government there muft be fomewhat 

* Fundamental, fomewhat like a Magna Charta^ 

* that fhould be ftanding, and be unalterable. 

* Where there is a Stipulation on one Part, and that 

* fully accepted, as appears by what hath been faid, 

' furely 
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* farelj a Return ought to be ; elfe what does that iiiter»regnurt. 

* Stipulation fignity ? If I have^ upop the Teroas ^ '654. 
' aforefeid, undertaken this great Tnift, and exer- 

* eifed it,r and, ^by it, dialled you^furely it ought to 

* be owned. . . . ' - 

* That ParliamBnts fliould not make themfdifes 
^ perpetual, isf a Fundairoental. Of whiiAfluraace 

* is-a^Law to prevent fo great an Evil,- if it lie in 

* otie or the. fame Legiflature to unlaw it again ? 

* Is this like to be lafting? It will be a Rope of 

* Sand; it will give no Security; for the fame Men 

* may unbuild what they have built.' 

' Is not Liberty of Gonfcience in Religion a 
'Fundamental? fc>. long as there is Libsrty of 

* Confdencefor the Supreme Magiftrate to exer- 

* cife his Confcience in ere<£ling what Form of 
^ Church-Government he 16 fatisfied he Ihould fet 

* up*, why^lhould he not give it to others ? Liberty 
*jaf -Coofeience is a natural Right; and he that 

* would have it, otight to give it ; having Liberty 

* «jl fettle what he likes for the Public. 

* Indeed that hath been one of the Vanities of , 

< our Contcft: Every Seft faith. Oh ! give me Li- 

* berty* But give him it< and, to his Powers he 

* iwill not yield it to any Body elfe. Where is our 

* Ingenuity ! truly that is a Thing ought to be very 
*• reciprocal. The Magiftrate hath his Supre- 

* macy, and he may fettje Religion according to 

* his Confcience. And I may fay it to you : I can 

< fay it : AH the Money of this Nation would not 

* have tempted Men to fight, upon fuch an Ac- 

* count as they have engaged, if they had not had. 

* Hopes of Liberty better than they had from Epif- 

* copacy, or than would have been afforded them 

* from a Seots Prefbytery, or an Englijh either; if 

* it had made fuch Steps, or been as fharp and rigid, 

* as it threatened when it was firft fet up. 

* This, I fay, is a Fundamental. It ought to 

* be ib : It is for us and the Generations to come. 

* And if there be an Abfolutenefs in the Impofer, 
^ without fitting Allowances and Exceptions from 
^ the Rule, we fhall have our People driven into 

« Wil- 
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WiJderncffes, as they werfe when thofe poor and 
afflifted People, that fortbok their Eftates and In- 
heritances here, where they lived plentifully and 
comfortably, for the Enjoyment of their Liber- 
ty, were neceflitated to go* into a vaft howling 
Wilderneft in New-England} where they have, 
for Liberty's Sake, ftript thcrofelvcs of all their 
Comfort, and the full Enjoyment they had, em- 
bracing rather Lofs of Friends, and Want, than 
to be to enfnared and in Bondage. 

* Another, which I had forgotten, is the Militia ; 
that is judged a Fundamental, if any Thing be 
fo. That it (hould be well and equally placed, 
is very neceffary^, for put the abiblute Power of the 
Militia into one without a Chedc, what doth it 
anfwer? I pray you, what "Check is there put 
upon your perpetual Parliaments, if it be wholly 
ftript of this ? It is equajly placed, and Defires 
were to have it fo, viz. in one Perfon, and the 
Parliament, fitting the Parliament. What figni- 
fies a Provlfion againft perpetuating of Parlia- 
ments, if this be folely in them ? Whether, with- 
out a Check, the Parliament have not Liberty to 
alter the Frame of Government to Ariftocrafy, to 
Democrafy, to Anarchy, to any ThLng, if this be 
fully in them ? Yea, into all Confiifion, and that 
without Remedy ? And if this one Thing be 
placed in one,' that one, be it Parliarrient, be it a 
Supreme Governor, they ©r he hath PoWer to 
make what they pleafe of ail the reft. 

* Therefore, if you would have a Balance at all, 
and that fome Fundamentals muft ftand, which 
mav be worthy to be delivered over to Pofterity, 
truly, I think, it is not unreafonaWy urged, that 
the Militia (hould be difpofed, as it is laid down 
in the Government ; and that it ftiould be fo e- 
qually placed, that one Perfon^ neither in Parlia- 
ment, nor out of Parliament, fliould have the 
Power of ordering it. The Council are the Tru-^ 
ftees of the Commonwealth, in all Intervals of 
Parliaments, who have as abfolute a Negative 
upon the Supreme Officer in the faid Intervals, 

* as 
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* 99 (be ParlUment hath whilft it is fitting. It lAtor-Mgnuau 

* cannot be made Ufe of, a Man cannot be raifed, '^S4« 

* nor a Penny/ charged upon the People ; nothing ,^7'^r**' 

* done, without Confent of Parliament: And, in ^***»**'' 

* the Intervals of Parliment, without Confent of 

* the Council, it is not to be exercifed. 

* Give me Leave to fay, That there is very lit* 

* tie Power, none but what is Co-ordinate in the 

* Supreme Officer ; and yet enough in him that 

* hath the Chief Government in that particular : 

* He is bound in StricSnefs by the Parliament ; and 

* out of Parliament, by the Council, that do as 

* abfolutely binti him as the Parliament doth when 

* the Parliament is fitting. 

* For that of Money ; I told you fome Things 

* are Circumftantials ; as to have 200,000/. to dc*- 

* fray Civil Officers, to pay the Judges and other 

* Officers, defraying the Charges of the Council, 
' * in fending their Embaffies, in keeping Intelligence, 

* and doing that which is necefTary, and for fupport- 

* ing the Governor in Chief : All this is, by the In- 

* ftrument, fuppofcd and intended : But it is not of 

* the£^ fo much, and fo limited, as fo many Sol- 

* diers are, that is 20,000 Foot and 10,000 Horfe. 

* Yet, if the Spirits of Men be corapofed, 5000 

* Horfe and 10,000 Foot may ferve. Thefe 

* Things are between the Chief Officer and the 
^ Parliament, to be moderated as Occailon (hall 
« offer. 

* So there are many other clrcumftantial Things, 

* which are not like the Laws of the Mtdes and 
' Perjians : Bat the Things which fhall be necef- 

* fary to deliver over to Pofterity, thefe Chould be 

* unalterable; el fee very fucceed ing Parliament will 

* be difputing to change and alter the Government, 

* and we fliall be as often brought ihto Confufion 

* as we have Parliaments, and fo make our Re- 

* mcdy our Difeafe. The Lord's Providence, ap- 
^ pearing Evils, appearing Good, and better Judg- 

* ment, will give Occauon for the ordering of 

* Things for the beft Intercft of the People ; and 

• thofe 
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* thofe Things are the Mais^l. of Confideration ht* 
' twccn you and me. 

^ I have indeed almoft tired myiblf: That which 

* I have further to fay is> this, I wooid it had noC 
^ been needful for me to have called jron. hither %o 
^ haye expoftulated thefe Things with. you, and in 
^ fuch a Manner as this is^uhut Neceiffity hath no 

* Law. Feigned Neoeflities^ imaginary Neccffi- 

* tieS) are the greateft Cozenage that Men am put 

* upon the Providence of God, aitd make. Pre- 

* tences to break known Rules by. But it i^. as 

* legal, and as carnal, and as ftupid, to think that 

* there are no Neceffities that are nsanifeflb Netcef- ' 

* iities, becaufe Neceifities may be abufed or feign- 
^ ed ; and, truly, I {faould be fo, if I ihouid think 
^ ta ; and I hope none of you think fo. • . 

* I fay, that the wilful Thcowings-away of tfeis 
^ Government, fuch as it is, fo owned by God, 

* fo approved by Men, fo teftified to, in the Fiin- 
^ damentals of it, as is before mentioned^ and that 

* in relation to the Good of thefe Nations and Po- 

* fterity ; I can fooner be willing to be rolled into 

* my Grave, and buried with Infamy, *than I can 

* give my Gonfent unto, 

*• You have been called hithet together to. fave a 

* Nation ; — Nations. You had the ibeft People 

* indeed in the Chriftian World in your Truft, 

* when you came hither : You had. r Affairs . and 

* thefe Nations delivered over to you in Peace and 
^'Quietnefs : You were, and we ali wqre^-iput into 
^ an uninterrupted PoileiHon, Nobody making 

* Title to us : Through the Bleffing of God our 

* Enemies were hopelefs and fcactered ; We had 

* Peace at home ; Peace almoft with -'all Nioigh- 
^ hours round about; fit to takeJld vantages. whe^e 
*'God' did adminifter them- . 1 , , • 

' To have our Peace and Iiujereft, that hitxi thoie 

* Hopes the other Day, thus, fhaken, and under 

* fuch aConfufion, and we rendered heiioby ahnoft 
^ the Scorn and Contempt of thofe Strangers that 
< are amongft us to negotiate their Ma&r^$ Af- 

* fairs; 
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* fairs ; to give them Opportunity to fee our Na- fater-jregmim* 

* kednefs as they do, a People that have been un- ^^i^ 

'* hinged^ this Twelve^ycars-day, and unhinged sn^SccT 

* ftdl, as if Scattering, Djvifion, and Coofufion 

* (hould pome upon u» as if it were defired, which 

* are the greateft Plagues God ordinarily lays upon 
^ Nations for Sin : I would be loath to fay thefe are 

* Matters of our Delight; but, if not, why not the 

* Matter of our Care, fo wifely as we ought by ut- 

* tcrmoft Endeavours to avoid ? Nay, when by fuch 

* Aiftions as thefe are, thefe poor Nations fhall be. 

* thrown into Heaps of Confufion, through Blood, 

* and Ruin, and Trouble, upon the faddcft Ac- 

* count that ever was, if Breaking £boiikl come 
**upoh us, and all becaufe we would not fettle 

* when we might; when God put it into our 

* Hands ! Your AfFairs now almoft fettled every 

* where ; and to have all recoil upon us, and we 

* ourfelves fliaken in our Affeftions, loofened from 

* all known and public Interefts, as I have men- 

* tioned to you; \vho (hall anfwer for thefe Things 

* to God ? Who can anfwer for thefe Things to 

* God, or to Men ? To the People that fent you 

* hither, who look'd for Refteihment from you ; 

* who look'd for nothing but Peace,, and Quiet- 

* nefs, and Reft, and Settlement ? And when we 

* fhall come to give an Account to them, we fliall 

* be able to fay. Oh ! we have quarrelled for, and 
*' we contefted for, the Liberty oi England-, where- 

* in, forfooth, for the Liberty of the People ? I 
' appeal to the Lord, that the Defires and Endea- 

* vours,' and the Things themfelves, will fpeak for 

* themfelves; that the Liberty of Englandy the Li-- 

* berty of the People, the avoiding of tyrannous 

* Impofftions, either Upon Men as Men, or Chri- 
' ftians as Chriftians, is made fo fafe by this A£t 

* of Settlement, that it will fpeak fufficiently for 

* itfeJf. 

* And when it fliall appear what hath been faid 
^and done, and what our Tranfa<aions have been; 

* for God can difcover, and no Privilege will hin- 

* dcr 
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lflter-fn»uB * der the Lord from difcovcring, no Privilege cf 
»654* « Condition of Men can hide from the Lord ; he 

* can, and will, make all manifeft, if he fee it for 

* his Glory. And when thefe (hall, by the Provi- 

* dcnce of God, be manifefted, and the People (hali 

* come and fay. Gentlemen, what Condition are 

* we in ? We hoped for Light, and behold Dark* 

* nefs, obfcure Darknefs. We hoped for Reft, 

* after ten Years Civil Wars, but are plunged lata 

* deepConfufion again. Aye, we know thefe Con* 

* fequences will come upon us, if God Almighty 

* fhall not find out fome Way to pi'event them. 
« I had this Thought within myfelf, that it had 

< not been difiioneft, nor di (honourable, nor againft 

* true Liberty, no not of Parliaments, v«^hen a Par- 
^ liament was fo chofen, in Purfuance of, in Con« 

< formity te, and with fuch an Approbation znA 

* Confent to the Government, fo that he that runs 
^ might read by what Authority you came hither, 

* that an Owning of your Call, and of the Autho* 

* rity bringing you hither, might have been re- 

< quired before your Entrance into the Houfe; but 

* this was declined, and hath not been done, be- 

* caufe I am perfuaded fcarce any Man could rea- 

* fonably doubt you came with contrary Minds« 

* And 1 have Reafon to believe the People that fcnt 
^ you leaft doubted thereof at all ; and theref^ve I 

* muft deal plainly with you : What I forbore up- 
' on a jull Confidence at firft, you neceffitate me 

* unto now ; that feeing the Authority calling you 

* is fo little valued, and fo much flighted, till fome 
*• fuch Aflurance be given and made known, that 

* the Fundamental Intereft of the Government be 

* fettled and approved, according to the Provifa 

* contained in the Return, and fuch a Confent tef- 

* tified as will make it appear that the fame is ac* 

* cepted, I have caufcd a Stop to be put to your 

* Entrance into the Parllament-Houfe. 
' I am forry, I am forry, and I could be forry 

« to the Death, that there is Caufe for this : But 

< there is Caufe, and it Things be not fatisfied that 

^ arc 
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* are reafonably demanded, I, for my Part^ Ihall Intcr-regnum. 

* do that which becomes me, feeking my Counfel _^^^' 

' from God. , Sept^ierT 

* There is therefore fomewhat to be offered to 

* you, that, I hope, will anfwer, being underftood 
' with the Qualifications that I have told you of; 

* reforming Circumftantials, and agreeing in the 

* Subftance and Fundamentals,' which is the Go— 

* vernment fettled, as it is expreffed in the Inden- 

* tures, not to be altered. The making your Minds 
' known in that, by giving your Aflent and Sub- 

* fcription to it, is that which will let you in to Tidi 
. * thoie Things as a Parliament, which are for the 

* GooH of the People. And this Thing Ihewed to 

* you, and figned as aforefaid, doth determine the 
' Controverfy, and may give a'happy Progrefs and 

* Iffue to this Parliament. 

. ' The Place where you may come thus and fign, 

* as many ks God ihall make free thereunto, is in 

* the Lobby without the Parliament- Door. 

' The Government doth declare, that /ou have 

* a Legiflative Power without a Negative from me. 

* As the Government doth exprefs you may make 

* any Laws, and if I give not my Confent within 

* twenty Days to the pafling your Laws, they are, 

* ipfo Fa£iQ^ Laws, whether I confent or no, if not 

* contrary to the Government. You have an abfo- 

* lute Legiflative Power in all things that can pof- 

* fibly concern the Good and Intereft of the Public 5 

* and, I think, you may make thefe Nations happy 

* by this Settlement; and I, for my Part, ihall be 
^ willing to be bound more than I am, in any Thing 

* thatlmay be convinced of may be for the Good of 

* the People, in Prefervation of the Caufe andlnte- 

* reft fo long contended for.' 

The Lord Protcdlor having thus fairly told the 
Parliament what they were to expeft, the Mem- 
bers returned to their Houfe, where they found a 
Guard traced to prevent their Re-entry, till fuch 
Time as they had fubfcribed the following Recog- 
nition; a Copy of which, ingrolTed on Parchment, 

Vol. XX. A a was 
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Inter-regmim. \vas laid upon a Table in the Lobby for that Pur- 

\x'r ^^-. . _f P^^*^» ^^ *^^ Verba : 

I da hereby freely promlfe and engage to he true 
Whereupon thty and faithful to the Lord Prote^or^ and the Com- 
lubicr.ij a Re- rnontveaiih ^England, Scotland, andlrelznAi and 
ccpni;ion of the /^^^yy ^^ ficcordtng to the Tenor of the Indenture 

Government, as-' , ', * » r • i • r n 

fetticJ in One whcrehy I am returned to Jerve in this prejent Far- 
Pwi n -^ndAPir'/iament^ propofe^ or give my Confenty to alter the Go* 
huincnr, vernment^ as it is fettled in One Perfon and a Par- 

liament. 

The Speaker and about 1 30 Members more fub- 
fcribed this Recognition forthwith, and reiiinied 
their Seats in the Houfe: And then, on account of 
the next Day being the Faft, adjourned to the 14th. 

Not the Icaft Notice is taken of this high In- 
fijn^emenfof the Liberties of Parliament in the 
JournaU: And. the only Entry made therein on 
the 12th (the Day that Cromwell pnt this Force 
upon the Members-) is the Adjournment to the 
14th. In the Proceedings of which Day wc find a 
Vote of the Houfe, that feems to have been pafs'd 
'(vith no other Intent than to explain away, in great 
Meafure, the Recognition they had been compell'd 
to fubfcribe, vix. 

* Rffolved^ That fome Members of the Hotife 
be appointed immediately to wtthdj:aw ; and, upon 
the prcfent Debate and Senfe of the Houfe, for fur- 
ther Satisfaction in reference to the Subfcription, 
to prepare fome what to be offered to them for their 
further Coniideration. Soon after the Lord Com- 
miiiioner JVhitlocke^ from the faid Coaimittee, re- 
ported a Paper, containing thefe Words, viss. 

* The Parliament doth declare. That the Re- 
cognition of the Government by the Members of 
this Parliament, in the Wor4s foUowing^ vi%, 
[Here follows the Form as before givenj doth not 
comprehend, nor ihali be conftrued tocomprehend, 
therein the whole Government, confifting o£ forty- 
two Articles ; but that the fame doth only inckide 

' what 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Of ENGLAND, lyi 

What concerns the Government of the Common- Inter- regnum, 
wealth, by a Single Perfon and fucceffivc Parlia- '^54* 

ments.' fir"^^^T7^ 

This Declaration being feveral Times read in P ^''^ * • 
the Houfe, was, upon the Queftion, paffed, with- 
out any Divifion, and ordered to be forthwith 
printed and publiflied : And the fame Day the Re- 
cognition was fubfcribed by 193 Membefs more. 

Tho' the Parliament had been compelled, by 
^orce of Arms, to fign the Recognition required 
by Cromwell\ which is the Reafon, probably, why 
€he whole Tranfailion of the 12th, relating to his 
Highnefs's Speech ; the Guard fet upon the Door 
of the Houfe to prevent their Re-entry; and the 
Subfcription made on the 12th and 14th, are 
wholly, omitted in the yournaU\ yet it feems, by 
thofc Authorities, as if the Members were defirous 
to put the beft Face they could upon the Matter; 
and fave their own Honour by reprefenting that td 
the Public as the Refult of their Choice, which was 
the meer EiFe«ft of Neceffity : For, 

Sept. 18. The Houfe refolved, ' That all Per- 
fons returned, or who fhall be returned, to ferve 
in this Parliament, fliall, before they be admitted 
to fit in the Houfe, fubfcribe the Recognition of 
the Government ; and that it be done in the Pre- 
fence ti{ any two Members who had fubfcribed it 
before/ 

The next Thing done was to read a Declara- 
tion ifor obferving another Day of folemn Humilia- 
tion. — Whether the fecret Motive for this Faft was 
to requeft the AiEftance of Heaven to protedl theni 
from CromweWs farther Infringement of their Pri- 
vileges, or to implore the Divine Mercy^upon them- 
felvcs for thiis fubfcribing a Promife to fupport 
^what it appears, by the following Proceedings, mofl: 
of them meant to overturn, we know not : But the 
public Reafons they gave for appointing a fecond 
General Faft fo foon after keeping the firft, will bed 
A a 2 appear 
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Inrer-rrcnum. appear by the Declaration itfelf ; which being p^fs'd 

'1654'. by ihc Hcuife, a Committee was appointed to at- 

*- — ^.'-— ^ tend the Lord Protedor therewith. And the next, 

ScjtcniLcr. D^y ^\^^ £^^] q^ SaUJburyhvcvm^ reported his High- 

nels's Concurrence, the Declaration was ordered 

to be printed and publiflied as follows : 



And pafs a De- 
ciar^tiun, uitii 



* TTTIIO IS fuch a Sttanger in omt Ifraely 
< V V ^^2t hath not taken Notice of the great 

L'vlnr.^nothcr'* ^hings God hath brought to pafs amongft us by 
general Faih * his out-llretched Arm? What Nation is there 

* who hath had God more nigh unto them, than 

* the Lord our God hath been to us, in ^11 Things 

* we have called unto him for? Afk of the Days 

* that are palt, which have been before us in thefe 

* hitter Ages, whether there has been any fuch 

* Thing as thofe many Bleflings and fignai Dcli- 

* verances vouchfafed to us from hrs own Hand, m 

* Anrfwer to the Voice of Tears and Blood that 

* hiive been poured forth ? 

* But, in the mean while, this is Matter of 

* great Lamentation ; whilft God, by a continual 
*■ beiies of his Loving-kindneffes and Providences, 

* hath multiplied Mercies and Forgiveneffes to us, 

* we of thefe Nations, inftead oF an anfwerable 

* Return of Thankfulnefs and Obedience, have, 

* as the highell Aggravation of our Sin, multiplied 
' our Provocations wgainft him ; 

* In that general Ignorance, Unthankfulnefs, 
' and Unfruitful nefs, under all thofe Dews of Grace 

* and "Gofpel- Mercies ; 

* In not acknowledging fully, to this very Day, 

* our Calamities to have come upon us from the 

* Hands of God alone, provoked by us,- who ufeth 

* what Inftruments he pleafeth to execute Kis In- 

* dignation ; 

* In not bemoaning ourfelves as Sons, and fmi- 

* ting upon our Thighs with Ephraim^ in the Senfe 

* of our own Iniquities, and of the Patience and 

* forbearing Mercies of our Heavenly Father ; 

' In that profane, fenfual, worldly, formal, and 

* Laodicean Spirit generally amongft uss fome ha- 

* ting 
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* ting the Power of Godlinefs, and defpifing the true inter-regnttw*. 



Profeflbrs thereof, for having the Image of God 
' upon them; and others, by being Joo/'e in their 

* Opinions and Practices, have turned the Grace 

* of God into Wantonnefs ; 

* In that great Negledl and Want of Zeal and 

* Courage in Magiftrates, and other Officers and 

* Perfons therein concerrred, to fupprefs Enormi- 

* ties, in Confcience to perform the Duty incum- 

* bent upon them to God and Man. ' 

* All which, with other the crying Sins of thefe 

* three Nations, call aloud upon us, that as we are 

* now united to be one Commonwealth under one 

* Government, fo having been finful and Sufferers 

* together, we would, with one Heart and Lip, be 

* perfuaded to unite in our humble and ferious 

* Addrefies and Supplications to Almighty God : 

* That the Fruit of all our Mercies might not 

* be, with JefuruHy to kick or to be found Fight- 

* ers againft him, nor Oppofers of his Will, as if 

* we were preferved to commit yet more Abomi- 

* nations : 

* That we may wreflle and prevail with him for 

* Pardon and Removal of our Darknefs, Vanities^ 

* BJafphemies, and Profanenefs, with all that 

* Worldly-mindednefs, Formality, and other Abo- 

* minations, which are yet found amongft us under 

* the glorious Light of the Gofpel : 

' That as God hath been pleafed to make 

* Choice of thefe Iflands, wherein to manifefi: 

* many great and glorious Things, fo he would 

* anfwerably make us a chofen Generation, and a 

* peculiar People, that, in Thankfulnefs to liin\, 

* and Example to others, we might fbew forth his 

* Prkifes who hath feparated us from other Nations, 

* and called us out of Darknefs into his Light : 

* That God would now fpeak with a ftrong 

* Hand to quiet the Spirits of Men that are apt to 

* murmur, by caufmg them clearly to fee where 

* the.true and fpiritual Intereft of Chriftians lleth, 

* and that in keeping clofe thereunto is wrapt up 

* their Safety; thatfo, when he uttereth his Voice, 

A a 3 'ail 
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* all Flefli may be filent before him, and know 

* that he is raifed out of his holy Habitation : 

* That tho' he hath had juft Caufe to be angry 

* with us for our Murmurings, Backilidtngs, and 

* other Iniquities, and hath therefore fmitten us, yet 

* that he would now heal us, and reftore Comfort 

* to us and our Mourners : 

* And efpecially that God would enable the 

* Rulers of thefe Nations, now in Confultation 

* about their Peace, Settlement, and Welfare, to 

* proceed with Faithfulnefs, Zeal, Wifdom, and 

* Union, to fulfill the End of their being calKd to- 

* gether ; and to be fuch, and do fuch Things for 

* the Intereft of Chrijf and his Members, and far 

* the Good of all the People, as they ought, and 

* as he hath piomifed Governors fhould be, and 

* do, in Subferviency to thofe glorious Ends : That 

* fo, at laft, through the Goodnefs and Mercy of 

* our God, thefe three Nations, after fo great and 

* various Revolutions, may be eftablifhed together 

* upon the fyrc Foundations of Truth, Righteouf- 

* nefs, and Peace. 

* It is therefore declared by his ttighncfs the Lord 

* Protector, and the Parliament of the Common- 

* wealth of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ That, 

* for the Ends and Purpofes aforefaid, they appoint 

* JVednefday^ the I ith olOBober next, for a Day of 

* folemn Humiliation and fceking the Face of God, 

* thro* the Mediation of Ci6r///, in all Places with- 

* in England and Scotland; arid fVednefday^ the firft 

* Day of November next, in all Places in Ireland. 

* And do therefore hereby incite and encourage all 

* filch whofe -Hearts God fhall perfuade and make 

* fenfible of their Duty, and of the Common- 

* wealth's prefent Condition, that the refpe6tivc 

< Davs aforefaid be fet apart by them for the Pur- 

* potes aforefaid ; Whereof the Minifters and 

< Preachers of the refpe^tivff Parilhes and Congrc- 
^ eations are to take Notice. 

HENRY SCOBELL, 
Clerk of the Parlrament. 
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The Clerk of the Parliament having, by Order Jnter-regnuoi, , 
of the Houfe, brought in the original Record of the '^54- 
Government of the Commonwealth, as it had been '^"q^^^T"^ 
drawn up by the Proteftor and his Council, it was 
read, and. the Debate upon it ordered to begin on 
the iQth, Accordingly the firft Article of it was 
read in a Committee of the whole Houfe, and de- 
bated all that Day ; and it was agreed 'to begin n,, « r 

... .i'ii>r- °ii ,T^ The Houfe re- 

witn It agam the next Morning ; and thus the De-fume the Debate 
bate continued on each particular Article, de Die on the Goyera- 
in Dieniy all the reft of this Month, without co-"*^'^^^ 
ffiing to any Refolution abput it. 

It is Pity the Speeches made on this Occafion 
were not preferved at Length, that the pre fen t Age 
might have \&Qn what Sort of Courtiers and Anti- 
Courtiers were then exifting. But nothing of this 
Nature being now extant, what fmall Remains 
there are can only be pick'd out of the Journalius 
and other Contemporary Writers of thefe Xinies. 

During the Time of this grand Debate on 
thefe important Articles, few other Things of 
Moment were done, except that a Bill had been 
brought in for appointing a Recognition of the 
prefent Government, to be fubfcribed by Mem- 
^bers of Parliament ; which, on the 25th, was read 
a fecond Time, and committed to a very large 
Nuinber of tlie Members to report their Opinioi^ 
of it to the Houfe. But we hear no more of it, 

O£iober, This Month began, as the laft ended, 
with the Debate on the Government, which 
was carried on from Day to Day, and nothing 
elfe done but regulating the Returns of fomc Elec- 
tions ; ordering a Bill for the Redudion of the 
F<5rces by Land and Sea ; and referring the late 
Ordinapee,, for regulating and limiting the Jurif- 
di£lion of the Court of Chancery, and the Mattery 
therein, to a Committee: Nay, fo urgent was the 
Houfe to bring this grand Affair of Goverftment to. 
a Conolufion, that, on the 4th, a QuefHon being 
put that, the Speaker do take the Chair two Days 

everv 
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Inter- regnum. every Wcck, on other Bufinefs, It pafs'd In the 
*^54* Negative without any Divifion, 



Odlobcr, 



OSi, 10. The Houfe refolved to take into their 
Confidcration the Ordinances made by the Lord 
Prote^^or and his Council, a:nd referred it to a 
Committee to review them all, together with fuch 
Laws, Ordinances, andA6i:s as had been oiadeby 
the late Parliament, from the 3d ofjafyy 1653, to 
the I oth of December following. 

The Houfe ftill continued their Debate upon the 
Government. Mr. IVhitlocke writes, ' That on 
the 19th the Difpute was. Whether the Govern- 
ment in a Single Perfon, as ProteAor of the Com- 
monwealth, ihould be Elective or Hereditary;' 
which is confirmed by the Letters of the French 
^nd Dutch Ambafladors, about this Time ", to 
their refpedlive Courts : Thefe Authorities inform 
us. That, in this Debate, Major-General Lambert^ 
in a long Speech, endeavoured to perfuade the Par- 
liament that it was neceflary to make the Office of 
Protedtor Hereditary \ but that, upon the Que- 
ftion being put, it pafled in the Negative by 200 
againft 60 ; which greatly furprized the Public and 
the Family of the Lord Protestor, who thought 
himfelf fure, the Day before, of perpetuating this 
Dignity to his own Iflue. — But we find no Men- 
tion of any fuch Debate or Divifion in the Jottr- 

OSl. 24. A Letter from the Lprd Proteftor, 
touching the Officers he had named, for their Ap- 
probation, being read Jn the Houfe, they voted, 
That the Parliament did approve of Charles Fleets 
wood^ Efqj to be Deputy of Ireland y Bulftrode 
Whitlockcy Efq; Sir Thomas Widdrtngtony Serjeant 
"at Law, and John Lijle^ Efq; to be Lords Com- 
miffioners for the Great Seal, and Commiffioners 
of thfi Treafury ; Henry Rolk^ Efq; to be Lord 
^\ Chief 

m A Letter from M. 4^ Bordeaux to Count Brunne, and from 
fegerning and JNieuport to the Ststes Gener'aL 

%burhe. Vol, II. p. 681, 4, 5. 
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CJhiefJuftice of the Upper Bench ; Oliver Si^Johny inter-regnum, 
Kfq; Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas; alfo^^- . »654. 
^uuard Montague and William Sydenham^ Efq". to ' 
be Commiflioners of the Treafury. 

November, The Houfe went on ftill with their 
Debates on Government, no other Bufinefs of any 
Confequence* interfering, nor any Repor-t made till 
the 7 th of this Month ; when Mr. Hojkins deli- 
vered in the following Refolutions : 

jit the Committee of the whole Houfe upon the 
Government^ September ig, 1654, 

* Refolved^ That the Supreme Legiflative Autho- 
rity of the Commonwealth- of England^ Scotland^ 
and Ireland^ and the Dominions thereunto belong- 
ing, is and doth refide in One Perfon and the People 
a{]^mbled in Parliament ; with this Declaration, 
That this Voteftiall not be prejudicial to any fur^ 
thcr Debate or Refolution, touching the Remain- 
der of the forty-two Articles.' 

* Refohedy That the Styl6 of fuch Perfon fhall 
be Lord Proteftor of the Commonwealth of £«j- 
land^ Scothndy and Ireland. 

September 20, 1 654. 

* Refohedy That Oliver Cromwell^ Captain- 
General of the Forces of England^ Scotland^ and 
Ireland^ is and fliall be Lord Protedor of the 
Commonwealth of England^ Scotland^ and Ir eland j 
and the Dominions thereunto belonging, for his 
Life. 

* Refolved^ That a Parliament fliall be fum- 
moried once In every third Year, to be accounted 
from the Diflblution of the next preceding Parlia- 
ment.' 

We do not find that thefe Refolutions were con- 
firm'd by the Houfe this Day : They were inter- 
rupted by otie Col. Shapcot^ a Member, who com- 
plained of, and delivered into the Houfe, a pri^ited 
Pamphlet, intitled, The Speech of CoL Shapcot, a 
Knight of Devonfliire. On the reading of which 
the Houfe voted it to be/reacherous, falfe, fcan- 
dalous, and feditious ; and afterwards chang'd the 

Word 
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Xii<.«r.tig}ittiD. Word treacherous into treajknable. They ordered 
> H^ the Committee for Printing to inquire after the Au- 
thors, Printers, and Publiflicrs of this Pamphlet 
with great Stridneis^ and report what thejr found 
to ine. Houfe. 

Nov. 10. Now common a ftrong Conteft, be- 
tween the Protestor's Party and the Republicans, 
on the firft of the foregoii^ Refolutions and the 
favinz Claufe at the End of itj for, this Day* the 
Quenion being put. That the Supreme Legiflative 
Authority of this Commonwealth of England^ 
Scotland^ and Ireland^ and the Dominions tKere- 
unto belonging, is and fliall refide in one Single 
Peifon and the PeofJe aflembled in Parliament ; 
and that thefe Words be added to that Queftion, 

* That all Bills agreed unto by the Parliament fhall 

* be prefented to the Lord Protje<Sor for his Con- 
^ fent : And, in cafe he iball not give his Conient 

* thtreunto within twenty Days after they ihall ^e 

* prefented to him, or give Satisfaction to thePar- 

* liameat within the Time limited, th^n fuch Bills 
^ (hall pafs into and become Laws, although be 

* (hall not confent thereunto. Provided that fuch 
^ Bills contain nothing in them contrary to fuch 
^ Matters wherein thQ Parliament 0iall think fit to 

* give a Ni^ative to the Lord Protc£lor,' it was 
carried in the Affirmative, by lOQ againft 85 ; Sir 
Charles fVoifeley and Lord ^ro^hill being Tellers 
for the latter ; Sir Richard Onflow and Col. Birch 
for the former ; but the Houfe calling to have the 
Vote read again, another Debate arofe, and the 
Queflion being put Whether Candles ihould be 
brought in ? the Houfe divided into Yeas 85, Noes 
76 ; arid Candles were brought in accordingly. 

The Vote being now read again. Exceptions 
^ere taken to fome Words in it, and debated ; 
till at laft it was refolved. That inftead of thefe 
Words in the fame Vote, the Lord Proie^or^ the 
Words, the faid Single Per/on^ S^koM be inferred: 
Arid the Quefiion being put, That inftead of thefe 
Word$y thei Farliamint Jhall tlnnk fit to giw,, a 

Ne- 
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J^ggative to the Lord ProteSior^ thefe Words be in- Jnter-rcgnom. 
ferted, wherein the Single Per/on and a Parliament ^654. 
Jhali declare a Negative to be in the f aid Single Per^ 
-fan : But it groWitIg very late, the Debate was ad- 
journed to next Morning ; when both thefe Alte- 
rations were agreed to without any Divifion j and 
then the whole Vote flood thus : 

* Refolved^ That the Supreme Le'giflative Au- 
thority of the Commonwealth of England^ Scotland^ 
^nd Irelandy and the Dominions thereunto belong- 
ing, is and fhall refide in One Pcrfon and the People 
aflembled in Parliament ; and that all Bills agreed 
unto by the Parliament, (hall be prefented to the 
jfaid Single Perfon for his Confent: And in cafe he 
fhall not give his Confent thereunto within twenty 
Days after they fliall be prefented to him, or give 
Satisftiflion to the Parliament within the Time li- 
mited, that then fuch Bills fliall pafs into and be- 
come Laws, altho' he fliall not confent thereunto. 
Provided fuch Bills contain nothing in them con- 
trary to fuch Matters wherein the Single Pei:foq 
and a Parliament fliall declare a Negative to be 
in the faid Single Perfbn/ 

The Houfe went on flill in their Debates on 
this Affair; and, on the 14th, canje to another 
Refolution, * That if any Bill be tendered, at any 
Time hereafter, to alter the Foundation and Con« 
ftitution of the Government of this Common- 
we^th, from a Single Perfon and a Parliament, 
that to fuch Bills the Si/igle Perfon fliall have a 
Negative,' 

The next Day they voted again, ' That if any 
Bills fliall be tendered, at any Time hereafter, 
for the Continuance of any Parliament for any 
longer Time than for fix Months after the firft 
Meeting, that fuch Bills fliall not become Laws^ 
without the Confent of the Single Perfon, 

However, on the i6th, and fome Days follow- 
ing, Cromweirs Party carried their Point in the 
Houfe; and had the Words Single Per/on changed 
for Prcte^or^ ^c, by the following Refolutions : 

!• 'That 
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i: « That the Style 0/ fuch Single Perfon fhall 
be Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ .and the Dominions 
thereunto belonging. 

2. * That Oliver Cromwelly Captain- General of 
the Forces of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ is 
and fliall be Lord Protestor of the Commonwealth 
of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ and the Domi- 
nions thereto belonging, for his Life : And that, 
by Confent of Parliament, if then fitting, and not 
otherwile, he (hall difpofe of and employ the 
Forces of this Commonwealth, by Sea and Land, 
for the Peace and Good of the fame. 

3. * That the Lord Protedor for the Time be- 
ing feall be afliftcd by a Council. 

4. * That fuch of the {landing Forces of this 
Commonwealth, as (hall be agreed to be conti- 
nued upon the Charge of the Commonwealth, in 
the Interval of Parliament, fliall he order'ed and dif- 
pofed of for the Ends aforefaid, in fuch Intervals, 
by the prefent Lord ProteiStor during his .Life, by 
and with the Advice and Confent of the faid Coun- 
cil, and not other wife. And, 

5. * That after his Death, in the Interval of 
Parliament, the Forces fhall be ordered by the fiaid 
Council, for the fame Ends, untill a Parliament 
be aflembled^ who is then to difpofe of the faid 
Forces as they fhall think fit.' 

Thus did the Houfe go drudging on, from Day 
to Day, in fettling their new Form^of Govern- 
ment ',' the Protestor's Party carrying a Queftion 
one Time; the Republicans another ; and fo on, 
vice verfa. The* Journals are very intricate and 

dark in defcribing thefe various Proceedings. 

What Plan of Government was. attempted to be 
cftablifhed will beft appear from the following Re- 
folutions, agreed to in each Day's Debate. 

Nov. 23. R^fohed^ ^ That the Laws of this 
Commonwealth fhall not be altered, fufpended, 
abrogated, or repealed, nor any new Law made, 
nor any Tax, Charge, or Impofition laid upon the 

People, 
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People, but by common Confent of the People af- Intcr-regnum, 
Icmhled in Parliament.' cj!!!Li 

NoTcmber* 

Nov. 24. After the Chairman had reported the 
Form of an Oath to be adminiftered to the Lord 
Prote&or, and another for his Coun<^il, as agreed 
on by the Committee of tHfe whole Houfe, it was 
refolved, 

1 . * That a Parliatnent be fummoned to meet 
and fit at Wefiminfler^ the third Monday of Or- 
tobeVy 1656 ; alfo upon the \\\\x^' Monday in O^o- 
her^ 1659; and likewifc on the third J/(?«^(?^ in 
O^ober every third Year fiTCceffively. 

2. * That neither this prefent Parliament, nor 
the Parliament which (hall be fummoned to meet 
on the third Monday of OSfober^ 1656 j nor the Par- 
liament that fliall be fummoned to meet on the 
third Monday o{ OSfober^ 1659 ; nor any fucceed- 
ing Triennial Parliament (hall, during the Time 
of fix Months from the Day of their firft Meeting, 
be adjourned, prorogued, or dilFolved, without 
their own Confent ; nor have Power to continue 
to fit above fix Months, without the Lord Protec- 
tor's Confent, to be by Aft of Parliament; in 
which A6t "there ihall be a limited Time for thei^ 
fitting, not exceeding three Months: 

3. * That the Lord Protedor, with the Advice 
of the major Part of the Council, {hall, at any 
other Time than is before exprefled, when the Ne- 
ceflities of the State (hall require it, fummon Par- 
liaments in Manner hereby exprefled ; which (hall 
not be adjourned, prorogued, ordiflblved, without 
their own Confent, during the firft three Months of 
their fitting ; nor (hall have Power to continue to ' 
fit beyond that Time, without the Confent of the 
Lord Protestor, to be by Aft of Parliament ; in 
which Aft there (hall be a limited Time for their 
fittrng, not exceeding one Month : Provided, That 
fuch Parliament fliall end and be determined bdforo 
the fummoning fuch Parliaments as are before 
hereby appointed. 

4.. ^Thftt 
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lACer-regniicn* 4. * That the Summons to Parliament fhall be 

*6S4* by Writ, under the Great Seal oi England^ direaed 

^JJI^^^^ to the Sheriffs and other Oificers, according to Law, 

of the feveral and refped^ive Counties and Places, 

which the Chancellor, Keeper, or Commiflioners 

of the Great Seal (hall feal, iffue, and fend abroad, 

by Warrant from the Lord Protedlor^ in Manner 

. and Form following : 

Oliver, Lord Proteftor of the Commonwealth 
of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ and the Do- 
minions thereunto belonging. 

To the Sheriff of the County of ' Greeting. 
TTp^Hereas in the Parliament *^^/<f/ Weftminfter, 
^^ the third Day ef September, 1654, it is^ 
amongjl other Things^ enaSfedj That Parliament: 
Jhall be didy held^ in fuch Manner as is therein ex- 
prejfed: NoWy to the end that a Parliament ^e held 
at the City ^t/" Weflminfter, the Day of 
next comings there for Us to confult with the Knights ^ 
Citizens^ an4 Burgeffes of the fqid Commonivsalth^ 
^ on the weighty and urgent A^airs concerning Us ^ the 
State^ and Defence of the faid Commonwealth^^ aads 
the Maintenance of the true Reformed Protefiant 
Chrijlian Religion in 'the Purity thititof: We do 
command you^ firmly enjoining^ that^ Proclamation 
being made of the Day and Place afsr/faidy in every 
Market-Town within y^ur County^ you caufty ac^ 
cording to the Form of the faid Statute^ to he freely 
and indifferently chofen by them who Jhall be prefent 
at Juch EleSiion^ of the mofl fit and difcreel, 

Perfonsy to ferve as Knights y with their Swords girt(^ 
for the County of 5 and for the Qity of ' 

, Citizens of the more difcreet and 

fufficient \ and for the Borough of , Bur- 

geffes of the more difcreet and fufficient : Jnd the 
Names of the fame Knight Sy CitizenSy and Burgejfes 
fo to be chofeny whether prefent or ahfenty you caufe 
to be certified in certain Indentures thereupon to he 
made between you and them^ who Jhall be prefent at 

fmb 
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fnch Choice : And that you caufe them to come at the Inter-rcgnum, 
JDay and Place af ore/aid^ fo that the faid Knights ' '^54- 
feverally may have full and fufficient PoU)er fo^ 
themf elves and the People of that County^ and the 
faid Citizens and Burgejfes^ feverally^ for them- 
selves and the People of the Cities and Boroughs 
aforefaidy to do and confent unto thofe Things whichy 
then and there; by Common Council of the jaid Com^ 
monwealth in Parliament^ by God's Blejfing^ Jhall be 
crdained upon the weighty Affairs aforefaid\ fo-that 
for Defe£f of fuck Power ^ or by reafon of improvi-^ 
dent Choice of the Knights^ Citizens^ and Burgeffes 
aforefaid^ the faid Affairs may not be left undone in 
anywife. 

And JVe will that you be not chofen to ferve as a 
Knight for your, faid County : And that the faid 
Choice iti your full County^ dtjiin^ly and openly fo to 
he made forthwith^ you qertify to Us in Our Chintceryy 
under your Seals ^ and the Seals of them which fhall be 
^refent atfuch Choice^ fending to Us the other Part of 
the faid Indentures annex* d^ together with this Writ : 
And^ in your Proceedings and Execution thereof^ JVe 
nvill that you purfue and obferve the feveral Direc- 
tions limited and appointed by the faid A£l of Par-- 
liament, 

Witncft Ourfcif, ^c. 

The fame Day it was refohed^ i. * That in 
icafe the Lord Protector fhall not, before the firft 
ot July^ 1656, give Warrant for ifluing Writs of 
Summons for a rarjiament to meet the third Mon- 
day in OSfober^ 1656 ; and before the ftrft of Ju- 
ly^ 1659^ give Warrant for iflli in g Writs of Sum- 
mons for a Parliament to meet on the third Mon- 
day in O^aber^ 1659 ; and before the firft oi July 
in every third Year, after that Time, give War- 
rant for iffuing Writs of Summons for a Parlia- 
ment to meet^on the third Monday m Odiober^ in 
every third Year fucce&vely : That then the 
Chancellor, Keeper, or Commiffioners of the 
Great Seal for the Time being, fliall, without any 

War- 
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Warrant or Direflion, within feven Days after the 
refpedive Times aforefaid, feal^ iflUe, and fend 
abroad Writs of Summons to the feveral and re- 
fpeftivc Sheriffs of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ 
for fummoning a Parliament to meet at WeJI- 
minfler on the feveral Days above- recited. 

2. ' That the faid Sheriffs, and other Officers 
rcfpedively, (hall, within ten Days after the Re- 
' ceipt of fuch Writs as aforefaid, caufc the (ame to 
be proclaim'd and pubKihed in every Market- 
Town within his County, upon the Market-Days 
thereof, between twelve and three of the Clock ; 
and (hall then alfo publifli and declare the certain 
Day of the Week and Month, and the certain 
Place for elefting of Members to ferve in Parlia- 
ment for the Body of the faid County, according 
to the Tenor of the faid Writ : Which Eledion 
fhall \yr within fix Weeks after the Date of the 
faid Writ ; but not untill fourteen Days ^er all 
the Proclamations made, as aforefaid : For which 
Purpofe the faid Sheriff fliall appoint fome conve- 
nient Day, and the ufual or fome other conveni- 
ent and indifferent Place, for the Elcdors of each 
County and Place to meet in ; and (hall proceed 
to Ele<Sion betwixt the Hours of Eight and Eleven 
before Noon; and fliall fend Precepts for Elec- 
tions to be made in every City, Town, Borough, 
or Place, within their County and Place, where 
EleSions are to be made, to the Mayor, Sheriff,- 
or other Head Officer of fuch City, Town, Bo- 
rough, or Place, within fix Days after the Receipt 
of fuch Writ : Which the faid M^yor, Shcrifis, and 
other Officers refpedively, within eight Days af- 
ter Receipt of the faid Precept, are to make Pub- 
lication of, and of the certain Day for fuch Elec- 
tions, to be made in the faid City, Town, or Place 
• aforefaid ; and to caufe Eled^iohs to be made ac- 
cordingly, within eight Days after Proclamations 
of the faid Precept made as aforefaid. 

3. ' That, at the Day and Place of Ele<^ns, 
the Sheriff of each County, and the faid Mayors, 

Sheriffs, 
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Sheriffs, Bailiffs, and other Head Officers within inter-regnum. 

their Cities,. Towns, Boroughs, and Places refpec- 1654. 

lively, fliall take View of the faid Eledions.j and 

Ihall make Return into the Chancery, within 

twenty Days afi;er the faid Elediions, of the Per- 

fons elected by the greater Number of Electors, 

under the Hands ana Seals of fwelve or more of 

the faid Eledors, on the Behalf of himfelf, on 

the one Part; and on the Behalf of the Eleftors, 

on the other Part-; wherein fhall be contained, 

that the Perfons ele£led fliall not have Power to 

alter the Governhicnt from one Single Perfon and 

a Parliament.' 

Nov. 25. Refohed^ < That the Sheriff who 
fhall, wittingly or willingly, make any falfe Re- 
turn, or neeledt his Duty in Execution of the Pre- 
mifes, fliall incur the Penalty of 200/. oif lawful 
Engltjh Money : And that every Mayor, Sheriff, 
Bailiff, pr other Head Officer of any City, Town^ 
Borough, or Place aforefiiid, who fliall, wittingly 
or willingly, make. any falfe Return, or liegledlhis 
Duty in the Execution of the Preipifes, fliall in- 
cur the Penalty of 100/. of like lawful EngUJh 
Money ; the one Moiety of all and every the Pe- 
nalties aforcfaid to go to the Lord Protedtor, and 
the other Moiety to fuch Party grieved as fliall fue 
for the fame in any of the Courts of Record at 
Weftminfter 5 which Suit fliall not be commenced 
untill the Parliament hath adjudged the fame to be 
fuch an Offence as aforefaid. 

Nffu. 27. Refolvedj i. * That the Perfons whoi 
ihall be elected to ferve in Parliament fliall be fuch ^ 
and none other than fuch, as are Perfons of known 
integrity, ffearing God, and of good Converfation, 
and being of the Age of twenty-one Years 5 and 
jiot fuch as are difabled by the Aft of the 17th of 
iCing Charles^ intitled. An ASi for difabling alt 
Perfons in Holy Orders to exercife any temporal Ju- 
rifdi£iion or Authority ; nor fuch as are public Mi- 

VoL. XX. B b nifters. 
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Inter- rfjnum, iiiftcrs. Of puWic Pieachcrs of the Gofpel * ; nor 
*^'S4» fuch ?.s nre guilty of any of^hc Offences mentif>ne(i 
in an Ail of Parliament, bearing Date Auguft 9, 
1650, intitled, An A6t againfi fever al athe'ijiical^ 
hLffhcmoTi^^ and execrable Opinions^ derogatory to 
the Honour of Godj and dejlruElive to human So- 
ciety ; no common Scoffer nor Rcvilcr of Reli- 
S.ion, or of any Perfon for profeiSng thereof; no 
^etfon that hath married, or fhall marry, a Wife 
of the Popifh Religion ; or hath trained, or fhdl 
train up, his Children, or any other Children un- 
der his Tuition, in the PopiCi Religion ; or that 
Ihall permit fuch Children to be trained up in the 
faid Religion -, or hath given, or fhall give, hisCon- 
fent that his Son or Daughter fliall marry any of thst' 
Religion ; no Perfon that (hall deny the Sc iptures 
to be the Word of God, or the Sacraments, Prayer, 
Magiftracy, and Miniftry to be the Ordinances of 
God ; no common Profaner of the Lord's Day, 
nor profane Swearer or Curfer; no Drunkard, 
nc^ Haunter of Taverns, Ale-Houfes, or Brothel- 
Houfes ; none that fhall hereafter drink Healths, 
or be guilty of Adultery, Fornication, or Extor- 
tion, Perjury, Forgery, or Bribery. 

2. * Tfiat all and every Perfon and Perfons, 
who do or fhall profefs the Popifli Religion, in 
Ireland^ or who have advifed, amf{:ed, or abetted 
in the Rebellion of Ireland^ before the fiffl: Day 
of September, 1643, fhall, during their Lives, be 
difahled, and be uncapable to be elected, or to 
give any Vote In the KleSion of any Member to 
ferve in any Parliament : And likewife that all and 
every Perfon and Perfons who have advifed^ volun- 
tarily affiftecj or aj)etted in the Rebellipn of Irtlptd^ 
fmce the firft Day of September^ 1643, ^^ bavcat 
any Time advifed, voluntarily affiflcd or aWttcd 
the War in England or Scotland againfl the Par- 
liament, fhall, during their Lives, be drfafaled and 

be 

a In the Lift of this Parliament it appears. That the VnivctHtj 

* of Qxforii elcfted yehn 0*'f»," D. D. thdr Vice-ChaaccUor, f» 

their Reprefentative ia Parllsneat^ which probably occafion*d this 
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he uiicapat)!* to be elccScd, .or to give any Vote Intcr-upgnum. 
in the Elefftioa of any Member to fervc in ParJia- 
mcnt ; ^vovided that this extend not to diiable or 
make unc^pable iuch Perfons conttantly profef- 
iing t^c Proteflant Reltgioh> who, before the :i5th 
of DdCfTolir., 1649, '^^ fubmit, and have evex* 
finjce continued faithful, to the Parliamertt, and gi- 
ven fignal Tefitaioriy o^ their good Affedtion thcre- 

UiltO. 

3. 'That every Perfoh, not within the afore- 
faicT Exceptions » being rcfident for three Months 
or more before the Time of £le£tion of Members 
to ferve in Parliament, in fuch County where Elec- 
tion is to be made, having an E^ftat^ in Freehold to 
the yearly Value of 40 s. within any County, Ri- 
ding, Limit, or Place ; or having an Eftate, Real 
or Perfdnal, to the fdH and clear' Value of 200/. 
or more, to be declared upoit Oath by fuch Perfon, 
if requirtdv (which (aid Oath the Sheriff, or their* 
Deputies are herebv impowered to give) fhall be 
capable, to give his Vote for the Elc(5ion of Mem- 
bers for fuch County, Riding, Limit, or Place 
where fuch Land or Efiate doth lye. Pi-ovided 
this extend not to alter any antient Cuftoms^ Char- 
ters, or Privileges of any Cities, Boroughs, Towns, 
or Corporations, who have.thereby a Right to cleft 
Members to Parliament ; but the fame to continue 
as foroTprly, any Thing in thefe Prefents to th^ 
contrary notwithftanding : And provided that fuch 
of the Perfons aforefaid, having an Eftate, Real or 
Perfonal, to the clear Value of 200 /. that (ball 
give bis Vote for the, Election of any Member to 
fervc in Parliament for any City, Borough, or 
Town Corporate, fliall be excluded from giving 
his Vote for Elcftion of any. Knight for that Coun- 
ty, in the fame Parliament, iinlefs he have an Eftate 
oif Freehold in the County to the yeiarly Value of 
40 s. . lying and being without the Limits of fuch 
City, Borough, or Town Corporate. 

4. ^ That all Votes and Eledtons given or made 
contrary, or dot according to, thefe Qualifications; 
{ball be null and void : And if any Perfon^ who is; 

* B b ?. by 
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by thefe Qualifications, made incapab)e> (hall give 
his Vote for Eledton of Members to ferve in rar- 
liament, he fhall forfeit one full Year's Value of 
his Real Eftate, and one full third Part of his Per- 
fonal £{late ; one Moiety thereof to the Lord 
Protestor, and the other Moiety to him who (hall 
fue for the fame in any of the Courts of Record 
at IVefiminftir^ by A£tion of Debt or Information ; 
wherein (hall be no Wager of Law, EfToign, or 
Protedion allowed. 

5. * That thel^rds CommiiEoners of the Great 
Seal for the Time being (hali forthwith be fworn 
truly and faithfully to ilTuc forth Writs of Sum- 
mons to Parliament, at the Times and in the Man- 
ner.bcfore expref&'d : And fiich Chancellor, Keep- 
ers or Cpmmidioners of the Great Seal as (halL 
hereafter be, (hall be fworn before they enter in- 
to their Offices, truly and faithfully to ifTue foith 
Writs of Summons to Parliament, at the Times 
and in the' Manner as before expittfs'di And in 
cafe of Negledl or Failure to ifTue Writs of Sum- 
mons accordingly, they (hall, for every fuch Of- 
fence, be euHty of High Trea^ion, and fuffer the 
Pains and Penalties thereof/ > 



Nov, 30. Refohedj i. * That the Protester dy- 
ing in the Intervals of Parliament^ the Council 
(hall immediately afTcmble in, fome convenient 
Place \ and, having given Notice to all their Num- 
ber, or to as many of them as conveniently they 
may, of the Caufe and Time of their aficmbling, 
(hall, being thirteen at leaft prefent, proceed 
to the Eledionj and eleven of them, or more, 
(hall agree who (hall be the fucceeding.Protedor v 
and, before they depart, (hall declare fuch Perfon 
fo agreed upon to fucceed in the Government. 
ThcManner of Eleftion, in all other .Things, to 
be as the Council (hall think fit. 

2. ' That the Perfon fo to be eJefted ProteSor, 
(hall be fuch, and no other than fuch, as (hall, by 
his good Converfation among the People of thefe 
Nations, manifeft himfelf to be a Man of Ability, 

Truth, 
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Truths and Courage, fearing God and hating Co- inter- regnum. 



vetoufnefs. Provided %that he ihaU not be undei: 
the Age of twenty --five Years, no Alien or Papift, 
nor any whofe Wife is a Papift ; nor any of the 
Children of the late King Charles^ nor fuch as {hall 
have, or may pretend to have, Title of Inheritance 
unto the Supreme Government of thefe Nations of 
England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ or any of them> 
or any other Title than by Election as aforefaidi. 

BictttAtr. The Debate, on the fame SubjeA, 
began this Month as ufual, and continued three 
Days^ in every Week j Forenoon, and After, with- 
out any Imermiilion. On the fecond the Houfe 
refolvwl upon the Form of an Oath to be adniini- 
fter'd to the Council of the Lord Proteftor, which 
was in thefe Words : ' 

/Do^ in the Pr^fencijUndby the Name^ of Almighty 
God^ pr/imifi ^nd /wear that I will he true arid 
faithful in the Performance of the Truji committed 
unto m as mt of the Council ; and that I will not 
fi^eal OP Jiftkje any Things in whole or in party 
direifly or indire^ly^ that jhall he debated or refol- 
'vedupon by the Council^ wherein Secrefy Jhall he en- 
joined by the faid Council^ without the Dire^ion of 
thi Lord Proteiior or the Parliament^ or Leave of 
the Coumil: And that in the Ete^ion of every fuccef 
five Lord Ptote&ory^ I will proceed therein faith-- 
fully and impartietllyj aci^ording to thtbefl of my Un- 
derftandiitg and Knowledge ; and do nothing therein 
for any Promife^ Fear^ Favour ^ or Reward. 

I will, to the heft of my Knowledge and Under-* 
flanding, gr&e. faithful Advice to the Lord Protec- 
tor, for the Time being, in order to the good Govern- 
ment, Peacei and Welfare of thefe Nations : And 
1 will not advife, a£f, or confine unto any Thing ta 
difadvantage the Liberty, Property, or Intereji of 
the People contrary t^ the Laws of the Land, to the 
befi of my Under/landing and Knowledge : And I 
vnll faithfully purfue the Inftru^iions and Djre^ions 
B b 3 which 
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luter-rcgnu^ which are or {hall hi ^iv^n to tbi\ Council hy the 
»654. Parliamenu . . 



December* 



AftfrwardU the Qi^ejftiQn l>cing put» That th« 
Perfons who {hall be of the Council fl)i^\ be fuch 
«5 ihall be nonnnatcd by the Loi4 Prot^iaor^ and 
tpproved by the Pdrji^jp^nt ; and ?^i)cbat« ariftng 
Whether tbcfc Wofds nomini^Ud hy the. Lord Pro- 
ieflQV ihould be Part of thf Qy^OJojn,. jc was car- 
ried in the Affirmative by lOO againft 68. 

It was iMi^ lefolved^ * That the iNomber of 
Perfons to be of this Council, ihall not exceed 
twenty -one \ eleven of whom to be a Council* and 
not und^r \ and that no Perfon ihall continue to be 
of the Council longer than 40 Days after the Meet- 
Vig of each fuccecdiqg ParUajaient> witbout a bew 
Approbation by the Parliament.' 

Dh. 6. The Houfe came ta th^ foUflwing Rc- 
felutionsy I. * Thj^t the Exercife. of the chief Ma- 
giftracy over this Commonwealth, ^nd th^ People 
Sierepf, ihall be in the Lord Prpt^t^^, affifted 
with a Couocii;. the Exercife of w^ch^Ppwer 
^aU be. according ta the Laws, an^ according Co 
£uch. Liipttations ^s are oir ih»U be agreed .upon io 
Parliament. 

%. 'That ajl Writs^ Proice^, Co»n3iiffi^Qn;5> 
Patents^ Grant^,. and other Thing;5, which here- 
tofore did, or m^ht lawfully hftve jailed or iflued 
in the Name qx ?tylc 0f Thf K^ip^r^ ^f the Li- 
hrty ^England, by Authority pf ParliameflU fcWl 
pafs and iilue in the Name of The L^r4.PrHe^^r 
of the Commonwealth tf Englajad^ Scotland, Q;nd 
Irelan<i, and the G<m\niimA ikerewitf^ M^nging^ 

3. * That fuch Titl^^ of Honour, a^ (bail be 
beireafter conferred ii;i this Com ition wealth* fl^fill 
be derived from the Xirord Proredtpr » 9nd that no 
Title of Honour ^eafteif tji be csaqferred by, the 
faid Lord Prpteaor, ib^ll be, hereditary without 
Coofent of Parliament* 

4. < That it ibi^ll not b^.in the Power of the 

faid 
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raid Lord Protedor to pardon any Perfon lawfully intcr-regnurp. 
cpnvifled of Murder or Treafon. '^54* 

5. ' That the Lord Protedlor, with the Con- 
fent of the Council, fhall have Power of pardon, 
except in the Cafe of Murder and Treafon. 

6. ' That the Committee to whom the Confi- 
deration of the late Ordinances made by the Lord 
Protedtor and the Council are referred, do take into. 
Confideration the Ordinance touching Tr^afons, 
and the fcveral former A£ts touching the fame, and 
prepare a Bill accordingly. 

7. * That the faid Lord ProteSor, by the Ad- 
vice and Confent of the major Part of his Coun- 
cil, fhall diredl in all Things concerning the keep- 
ing a good Correfpondence with foreign Kings, 
Princes, and States. 

8. ' That the Benefit of all Forfeitures and 
Confifcations not already granted, or otherwife 
lawfully vefted in any other Pcr/bn, Bodies Poli- 
tic or Corporate, {hall belong to the Lord Protec- 
tor, according to the Truft repofed in him by Law, 
and as fhall be agreed upon by Parliament. 

9', .* That the Power of making War is only 
in the Lord Prote(£lor'and the Parliament. 

10. * That, fitting the Parliament, no Peace 
fhall be concluded but by Confent of Parliament ; 
and, in the Intervals of Parlianfient, the Power of 
making Peace (hall be in the Lord Proteftor and 
the Council, with fuch Refervations and Limita- 
tions as the Parliament fli all ap rove. 

.11. * That the Number of Perfons to bg cho- 
fen to fit and fcrve in Parliament for England and- 
TVales fhall be 400, and for Scotland and Ireland^ 
30 each. 

12. ' That the Office of the Lord Proteftor 
over thefe Nations fhall be Eleftive and not Here- 
ditary, ^ 

13. * That the Chancellor, Keeper or Commif- 
fioners of the Great Seal, theTreafurer or Coinmif- 
fioners for the Treafury, Lord High Admiral or 
Comroiffioners of the Admiralty, the Chief Gover- 
nors of Ireland and Scotland^ the Chief Juflices and 

the 
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the reft of the Judg^ of both Benches, Chief Baf on, 

and the reft of the BaroQs of the .£xchequer, fhall 
be chofen by the Approbation of .Parliamwt ; and, 
in the Intervals of Parliament, by the Approbation 
of the major Part of thcCouocii, to be afterwards 
'approved by the Parliament/ 

The fame Votepafs'd aa to the LoKt-Chancel- 
lor, Keeper or Coai9)in)oner« oi the Gr^^t Seal, 
and the Judges, both of Scotland and Jr^land^ 

Dec. 7. The Houfe t^(s.'A two ReioUitlons re- 
lating to Church -Government, ^i:|. i^ * That the 
true Reformed Proteftant Chriftian Religion, as it 
is contained in the Holy Scriptures of tbe.Old'.and 
New Teftament, and no other, (baU be aflectcd 
and maintained ^^ the public profeffion of tJiefe 
Nations. \ 

. 2. * That, mitill fpme bptter Provifion belmadc 
by the Parliament, for the Encouriigevient aod 
^Maintenance o{ able, godly, and painfUl MiniAers, 
and public Preachers of the Gofpel,for inftru(S^ing 
the People, and for Difcovery and Confutation' ^ 
Error, Herefy, aqd whatfqever is contrary to ftrtind 
Doctrine, the preient public Mainte4ianc^i£b^i iloC 
be taken away nor impeached.* 

Dec, 8. It was further refolved^ * That in Cafe 
any. Bill (hall be tendered to the Lord Pnotec^ 
for by the PaHiament, to compel any Pcrfon tothe 
public Prpfeflion of Religion, as held fotJtK in thefe 
jNations, by any Penalty ; to fuch Bill the Lord 
Protedlor (hall bav^ a Negative. Provided that 
fuch Bills, as fhal! be hereafter agreed upoA by the 
Parliament, requiring from fuch Miniilers. aqd 
Preachers of the Oofpel as ihall receive the pubr 
lie Maintenance for inftru£Ung the People, a 8ab« 
miilion and Conformity tp the public :Krofeffion 
aforefaid, or enjoining Attendance to the^ preach- 
ing of the Word, and other religious Duties on 
the Lord's Day, in fome public Church or Cha- 
pel, or at fome other Congregational and Chfiftian 
Meeting, ihall pafs into and become Laws with- 
* in 
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i/^i twenty Days aftcr^he Pr^ffentmeht thereof to inter-regnum. 
the iord ProteiScrr, ^ ahtasfagh 'he ftfeU not give . '^54- 
his Confciit'tber«Uittb,' ' < . ^T^^C^ 

,...., - Pecehiber. 

The Houfc fpent *imc'Djfyfe ^frer this in fet- 
tling other Matters in relation to Church-Go- 
vernmcrit^ in the Debates whereupon t^iere were 
feveral Divifiorts ; one of which was, Whether 
Herefies (boiild be caXXtA ddmmhle H^efits ; and 
another. Whether there fljould be an Enumera- 
tion of Herefies after the Word ddmnahh f which 
were both carried in thfe AiKnnatiVe. AH' which 
Debates predated the foJl6wing* Refolution, ^'/z; 

* That, without' th<9 Confent of the Lord Pro- 
teftor and Pariiament, no Law be ma'de for the ' 

reftraining <iffuch tender Confciences as fliall dif- 
fer in Doctrine, Worfhip, or Dlicipline, from the 
ptiblic Profeffion aforefaid ; and fliall not abufe fueh 
Lfiberty to theCivillmury of others, or iheDifturb- 
ancfe of the Public reac^: Provided, That fuch 
BillB as (hall be agreed upon by the Parliament, 
for the reftraining 5 Atheifm, Blafphemy, damn- 
able Hferefiesr to be particularly enumerated by this 
Parliament, Popety, 'Prelacy, Licentioufnefs, and 
Profanenefs ; or fuch as (hall preach, prints or 
avowedly maintain any Thing contrary to the 
Fundamentail -Principles of Do^rine held forth in 
the public ProfefRon, which fliall be agreed upon 
by the Lord Prote^or and the Parliament ; or 
fhall do any overt or public Aft, to the Difturb- 
ance thereof;* fhall pafs into and betome Laws" 
within twenty Days kfter their Prefentation to the 
Lord ProteSor, ahho' he (hall not give his Con- 
fent thereunto;* 

The fame Day it was refblved, * That the Afts 
and Ordinances of Pariiament, made for the Sale 
or other Difpofiti<»i of the Lands, Rents, amd He- 
reditaments of the late King, Queen, and Prince ; of 
Archbi(hops and fitfhops. Deans and Chapters, the 
\j2xA% of Delinqufents, and Foreft Lands, or of any 
other Lands, Tenements, Rents, or Hereditaments 

her 
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> be/onging to the Commppwe^ilth, fhal^ no way be 
impeached, or inade inv^I^d^but diaJl remain good 
and firm : And. that the Security given by Ad 
and Ordinance of Parliament, tor any Sum of Mo- 
ney by any of the faid i^andi^, rtjae Excife, or by 
any other public Revenue i an^ alfo tjie Securities 
given by the. public Faith of the Nation, and the 
Engagement of the public Faith for Satisfac- 
tion of Debts, and D^mag^s, {hall rcxnaip firm ajid 
food, and not be oiade void or .invalid upon any. 
retence whatfoever ; Provided, That the Articles 
given to, or made with, the Eiiemy, and after- 
wards confirmed by Parliament, fhail be pcrform'd 
and made good to the Persons concerned therein : 
And that all Appeals or Petitions., made or exhi- 
bited fince the i6th oi July^ 1651, and before the 
firft of December Inftant, for Relief concerning 
Bills for Sale of Delinquents Eftates, mgy be heard 
and determined this Parliament/ 

The next Thing the Houfe went vpon was to 
frame an Oath to be taken by the prefent Lord 
Protcdlor, and every fuccecding one; whicb be- 
ing brought in ?nd read, and fome Additiqns made 
to it| wa^, at laft, agr-eed upon as follows : 




the true Reformed Protejiant Chrljiian Religion^ in 
the Purity thereof y as it is contained in the Hoij 
Scriptures of the Old atjid New Te/lament ; and en- 
courage the Profejjion and Profeffors of the fame : 
jind that I will not violate ^ nor infringe^ any of the 
Matters and Things contained in the ; and 

will in all Things y to the beji eftny XJnderflanding^ 
govern according to the Laws, Statutes y Rights ^ 
Cu/iamSy and Likerties of the Parliament jand People 
of thefe Nations j ana will feek their Peace and 
tVelfare according to thofe Laws^ CufiomSy and Li- 
berties ; and caufe Juflice and Law to be equally ond 
duly adminijlred. 

Dec. 
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. Dec. i8. It was refoked^ * That a conftant 
yearly Reveiiue of 200,000/. be fettled and efta- 
bliibjed upon the now Lord Protector, and the fuc-- 
ceeding Lprd Proteflord for the Time being re* 
Ipediively, for defraying the necefl'ary Charges for 
Adminiltration of Juftice, and other Expences of 
the Government ; and for the Support of his and 
their State and Dignity, as may be for the Honour 
of thi$ Commonwealth of England^ Scotland^ and 
Ireland; And tb^t the faid 200,000 /. per Annum. 
be conftantly paid out of the public Receipt of the: 
Exchequer, by Warrant of the Lord Protedor and 
thedouncii; and fhall not be taken away, nor di- 
miolihed, without the Confent of the Lord Pro- 
teflor and Parliament/ 

Dec. 19. Refolved, * That Whitehalh ^t. James's 
tl^fe and Pdrk, th^ Mews^ Somerfet-Honfe^ Green-- 
wkh'Hmft and Park^ Hamplon-Courty and the 
Honour and Manor of Hatnpton-Ctkurt^ with the 
Parks and Grounds now thereunto belonging ; 
tVindfar-CafiU^ the little Park there, and other tfe<» 
Lands thereunto bow belonging ; and the Houfe 
called the M^xnor^ near the City of York^ with theii* 
Appurtenances, now unfold or undifpofed ofy be' 
veftedin theprefent Lord Prote<3:or'and the fuc- 
' ceeding Lord Proteftors, for the Maintenance <jf 
his and their State and Dignity, befides the 
200,000/. aforefaid; and fhaU not be alienated 
l^ut by Confent of Parliament.' 

Dec, 20. Rejohed^ i. * That no Writs of Sum-* 
jRions to any rafltament, nor any other Write, 
Procefe, Patents, Commiffions, nor any Proceed- 
ings in Law or Juftice, fhall be difcontinucd, or 
made void, by the Death of any Lord Protestor. 
. 2. ' That ali Writs, Procefs, Patents, Commif- 
ftons, and Proceedings in Law or Juftice, iflaing 
forth or being after any fucceeding Lord Proteftor 
fhall be elected and fworn, fhall iflTue forth and be 
in the Nadae of fuch Lord Proteftor, and arc 
hereby declared to be of full Force 'in Law^ to all 

Intents 
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Intents and Purpofes : And that al] fortner,Writs, 
Proccfs, Patents, Com mi (Sons , Offices, and' Of- 
ficers, fhall continue and be in as full Force as they 
fhould have been if the faid former Protedor had 
been ftill living. 

3. * That after the Death of any Lofd Proteaor, 
and untill the next Lord Proteftor (ha!l be eleded 
and fworn, the Council (hall take Care of the Go- 
vernment, and adminifter in all Thifrgs as fully as 
the Lord Pr^teftof , or the L6rd Proteftor and 
Council arc enabled to do/ 



January. Thefe are all the Refdlutions we can 
hitherto pick out of the Journals^ capable of any 
Conneflibn ; tho' there are Abundance of others, on 
which were many Divifions, ordered to be put into 
a large Bin, that had been canvafled feveralDays; 
the laft of which Day's Debates is faid to be on the 
60th Chapter of it. There are aNb three other Re- 
folutions entered in the Jourfiah of thi^ Month, 
which were to be Part of the Bill : And as the 
whole of this new Frame of Government ts now, 
perhaps, no where to be m^t wJth, thefe, with 
the foregoing Fragments of it,miiy ferve to give die 
Reader fome Idea thertlof, vi%. 

Jan, 13. Rehlvtd^ * That no- Pardon extend 
to exempt any Counfellor of State, Judge, Officer, 
or other Miniftcr of State, from being queftion'd 
or fentenced in Parliament foi* Maie-admimflta- 
tion or Corruption in his Office or E^nployment, 
or from any Sentence or Judgment thereupon, or 
Execution thereof; nor fhall extend to pardon any 
Perfon for Breach of Privilege of PaTlt&m^nt, or 
any other Sentence or Judgment in Pattianfieht) or 
any Execution thereupon/ ■ * 

'Jan, 16. Refolved, * That the Sum of 400,000/. 
arifing by'the Cuftoms and other public ^Receipts 
in England^ Scoti^nd^' titid Ir^land^ fhath te' yearly 
paid out of the public R<ceipt4 of the Exchequer, 
by Warrant of tbe Lord Protedor andthe Coundl> 
for and towards the Maintenaoceof a cOhvenient. 

Num- 
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Number of Ships for guarding of the Seas, and the later-regnum. 

Security and £ncouragemeat of Trade, and the '^ 54^ 

Maintenance of fuch Garrifons as {hall be necef- ^^7^, 

jfary for the Defence of the Commonwealth of J*""*'J' 

£nglandy Scotland^ and Ireland^ and the Pomi- 

nions thereui>to belonging ; which Revenue fhall 

continue^ and not be akeriad without Confent of 

the Lprd Prote6lor and the Parliament :, And that 

the yearly Sum of 700,000/. more arifing by Ex- 

cife, or other public Receipts in England^ Scotland^ 

and Ireland^ fhall be provided by Parliament, and 

paid out of the Exchequer by Warrant of the Lord 

Protedlor and the Council, for the Maintenance 

and full Difcharge of fuch Field- Forces as fhall be 

thought needful to be kept up for the Defence of 

this Commonwealth of England^ Scotland^ and 

Ireland J and the Dominions thereunto belonging; 

and for the Payment and full Difcharge of fuch 

Forces in Garrifons and Naval Charges, and all 

incident Charges belonging to every of them, as 

fliall not be fatisfied and paid out of the ^0,0,000 /• 

aforefaid ; which faid 700,000/. fhall continue and 

be paid untill the 25th oi December ^ 1659, unlefs 

the Lord Proteilor and the Parliament fliall agree 

to lefTen the faid Sum before that Time^ and that 

this be Part of the Government.' 

Jan. 17. Refohedy * That the Bill intitled.-^« 
yte declaring and fettling the Government of the , 
Commonwealth 0/ England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and the Dominions thereunto belongings be ingrofs'd, 
in order to its Prefentment to the Lord Proteftor, 
for his Confideration and Confent : And that if the 
Lord Protestor and the Parliament fhall not agree 
thereunto, and to every Article, thereof, then this 
Bill fhall be void, and of none EfFeft/ 

The Houfe went on every Day, after the lafl 
Date, debating ftill on the Government ; and the 
Bill for it being read a fecond Time, more Addi- 
tions and Provifoes were offered to it ; which, on 
^eral Divifions, (no lefs than feven happening in 

two 
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i«««r>ftfiMiM. two Days Time) were rejeiled. Aad tbey oi^c 

16^4. ]^^^ g^^g 1)1,^ debating and. dividiog^ long enough^ 

^TJJJJ^^^J^ had not the Pcotedioo come down to JVefimivjUr 

on the 22d of this Month j when, fending for the 

The Pariiarrrnt Speaket and the whole Houfe. to atttmd him in the 

oli?^'aflii7^onc P^^^^^"^^^^^^^ *»c W3S pleafed, (zyBthcJaurml^ 

fingJe Aftf °'^^ ^ diflblve ihi« Parliaaient, 

Althoi^h we have altnoft entireljr. confined our 
Account of the Proceedings of this Parjiamcnt to 
the grand /\tfair of Government;, and have fcarce 
hinted that there was any oth^r Bufioofs begun 
there ; yet fomc other Bills wcrer ordered to be 
brought in, whtdi were read once or twice^ but 
all rendered, abortive by the fudden Difiolution : 
Infomuch that SccbelFs ColU^ions afford not one 
fingle AGt paifed by this Parliament. . The moil 
material of cboie under Conilderation of the Houfe, 
were. 
Account of Bills, A Bill againft the Eleftion and Swearing of 
©■f. then dercnd- Mayors, ^c. oxx the Lord^s Day. — A Bill againd 
iDg beiorc tucm. ^^inking of Healths, and for infliaing the like De- 
grees of Penalties on Drunkards as weiK already 
impofed on Swearers ; alfo for enabling Joftices of 
Peace to levy the Penalties or execute the Pmiiih*- 
ments in that Behalf, in a more fpeedy. Way than 
by former A6ls ; and for fupplying the Defefts in 
thofe Laws.— A Bill for compelling Layrlmpro- 
priators, and Colleges poifei&d of Im propria tioos, 
y> allow a Competency of Maintenance to the 
r-cfpeftive Incumbents, where there was not a (Mi* 
£cient one already made by Law : Alfo to enable 
fuch Cities, Corporations, and Market- Towns, 
where there was not a competent Maintenance for 
their refpeftive Minifters, to tax themfelvcs for 
that Purpofe. — A Bill for uniting Ireland to the 
Commonwealth of England^ re-eftablifliing Courts 
of Judicature there, placing of^ Judges therein, and 
jflnaking a Great Seal to be u(jbd in Ireland^^-h 
Bill for laying an Aflieilment of 60,000 /. per 
Menfem^ for three > Months, upon England \ 
8000 /• upon IreUmd^ and Sooo L upon ScQiiaad^ 

. for 
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for the Maintenance of the Army. A Com- , . . 

mittee was appointed to conlider how Jh-ncOurage- 1654., - 
ment might be given for Exportation of Corn, v — v— ^^^ 
Butter and Cheefe, and to review the feveral Sta- January. 
tutes againft Engrdflers : And another for the Ad- 
vancement of Trade ; for takjng away the Court 
of Wards, and Purveyance, in England^ and for 
abolifliing Tenures m Ireland, — The Houfe had 
alfo ordered the feveral Knights of Shifcs to pre- 
fcnt the Name of one godly and able Minifter of 
the Gofpel for each County in England^ to be ap- 
proy'd of by the Houfe, to offer their Advice con- 
cerning fuch Matters of Religion as fhould be pro- 
pofed to them by the Parliament ; alfo eight for 
Ireland^ eight for Scotland^ and one for each Uni- 
verfity. 

'Before we take our Leave of this Parliament we Their Proceed- 
fliall mention an AfFair of an extraordinary Nature ^p^2gainft>^« 
which came before them, and feems to have been j^^j^y^"' 
more properly the Bufinefs of a Convocation than 
a Houfe of Commons. It was this : 

Complaint having been made to the Houfe of 
two Books lately printed, the one intitled. The 
apfiflolical and true Opinion concerning the Holy Tri- 
nity revived and fijferted\ or. Twelve Arguments 
drazvn out of Scripture^ wherein the commdnly-re- 
ceived Opinion y touching the Deity of the Holy Ghofty 
is clearly and fully refuted: The other intitled^ 
j1 Twofold Catechifm : Both of them by John Biddle\ 
a Committee was appointed, with Power to fiwn- 
mon the Author before them, to reftrain him, and 
to fupprefs his School ; alfo to fend for the Printers 
and Publifhers thereof; to feize upon, and call in, 
the Books, and to prevent the further printing of 
them ; to examine the Particulars contained there- 
in ; and to report the fame, with their Opinion, 
to the Houfe. AH this having been done accord- 
ingly, it was refolved, r. ' That the faid Books 
doj^contain impious, horrid, blafphemous, and exe- 
crable Opinions againft the Deity of Chriji and- of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

2. ' That 
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Inter-regnum, 2« * That ihey be burnt by the Hand of the 

'^54« common Hangman, at the Old Exchange and in 

*T[|J^^^ the Niw Ptdace-tard z!f Wejlminftir \ and, in 

janaary. ^^^^^ thcrcto, that the Sheriffs of London and Mid- 

dUfix be reci^ired to fearch for, and feize, all 

printed Copies thereof. 

3. * That John BiddU^ the Author, be fent for 
' in Cuftod}^9 as a Delinquent.' 

Soon ^iXexBiddU being apprehended and brought 
to the Bar of the Houfe, and the Books (hewn to 
him, he acknowledged That he was the Author 
thereof^ but denied that be was a Schoolmaflery 
or had my Congregation. Being afk'd. Who was 
the Printer ? He faid* That hitherto he had an- 
fwered as a Chriftian, Nto give an Account of the 
' Hope that was in him : That what the Law of 
Chriji warranted him to anfwer, he wQutd do; 
but, beyond That, he would not : And that the 
Law of Chriji injoin'd him not to betray his Bre- 
thren. Then being aflc'd^ Whether the Law of 
Chriji did injoin him to believe the Holy Gboft is 
not God ? He faid. The Law of Chriji no where 
told him the Holy Ghoft is God. Next it being 
demanded of him. Whether the Holy Ghoft be 
God ? He arifwered. He had examined the Scrip- 
' tures, and did no where find, in the Old or New 
Teftament, that the Holy Spirit is God : That he 
had own'd the Books ; and that his Opinion was fuf- 
ficiently declared in them. Being aik'd. Whether 

2 efus Chriji be God from cverlafting toeverlaftingf 
e replied. He had own'd the Books^, and diere- 
in had declared his Judgnrent : But that he did 
not find in Scripture where J efus Chriji is called 
the Moft High God, or God from everlafting to 
everlafting. Being further aik'd, WhetherGod be 
confined to a certain Place ? He faid. This Que- 
flion did not relate to the Hope that is in a Chri- 
ftian ; and therefore there was no Neceffity lying 
on him to anfwef it. And being then aflc'd. Whe- 
ther God had a bodily Shape t He replied. He had 
anfwered fuiEciently to That already. 

The 
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The Refult of this Examination was, That the inter-regnum, 
Houfe committed 5///^/? to the G^f^^^ft/^ ; t6 be 
there kept without Pen, Ink, or Paper, in order 
to a further Procfeeding againff hini.- 

Befides wtrat may be co1!e<3ecl of this Man's Opi- 
nions from his Anfwcrs to theQtreftions propofed tc/ 
him by the Houfe, the Jourtiah give us fome further 
Particulars thereof extr^fterf from his Books, viz. 

' That he aflerted, Theinimite God re confined- 
to a certain Place, haih a bodily Shape, and a Right 
Hand and Left, in a* proper Senfe ; that there aro 
Paffions in God ; that God the Father only, fepa- 
tate from the Son and Holy Ghoft, is the firffi 
Caufe of alf Things that pertain to Salvation ; 
that Go(i the Holy Ghoft is a created' Spirit, and 
not God ; that Ch'ijf rs a made Lord ; and nei- 
ther the Son nor the Holy Spirit the Moft High 
God ; that ChriJI is the Second Caufe of all Things 
pertarning to our Salvation, and that the Son is not ' 
equal whh the Father ; xh^XsCbriJi hath no other 
than a htrman Nature, and that he is riot the Moft 
High God, the fame witii the Father, but fubor- 
dinate to him, artd that he i* not the Supreme and 
independent Monarch Jehovah ; that the Holy 
Ghoft is the only principal Minifter of God and of 
Chrtft^ fingled out of the Number of other heaven- . 
ly Miniflers or Angels. 

^ That he affirmed Juftificatk>n by Works, and 
' that Works giving Vigour to Faith, make it able to* 
juftify ; ■ that Works give Right t6 eternal Life ; and' 
that true Saints may turn Apoftates finally. 

* Thathe denied the Omnifcience and'Immuta- 
bility of God, and alfo that all the Three Ferfons 
are to be lov'd with our whole Heart. He like- 
wife denied i\\^tjefus ChriJI hath the Nature of Go J 
dwelling in him, he having only a Divine Lordftiip' 
without a Divine Nattlre. He farther denied that 
Chrift was a Pricft whilft he was on Earth \ or 
died to reconcile God touis; or that God doth, 
juftify any becaufe of the full Price that ChriJl 
^aid to hirfi in th«ir Stead ; or that the Righteouf- 
nefs of Chrifi is imputed to Believers ; or that the^ 

Vol. XX. G c Wicke* 
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Inter- regnum. Wickcd continue to live in Hell under the Senfe of 
>^54- everlafting Torment, but that they are dcftroyed 
^"7^1^^^^ and ceafe to be. 

janua y. ^ ^^^ foregoing Extrafts being read, a Committee 
was appointed to bring in a Bill for punifhing the 
faid John BiddU \ but it never pafs'd, for the Rea- 
fons before given: However, he was foon after 
committed to Newgate^ and then banifh'd to the 
Ifle of Scilly^ by Order of the Protestor and his 
CourKil. 

AnH againftT*^- Bcfidcs tHis Complaint againft Biddle^ another 
r^\John,A(^^'^^ made to the Houfe againft one Theror John^ 
whom Mr. jyhitlocke ftyles a Quaker, a Se<Si which 
made its firft Appearance about this Time ; tho\ 
according to the Account given of this Man in the 
'journals y his Principles feem not to quadrate al- 
together with thofe of the prefent Quakers : For 
by thefe Authorities it appears. That the Houfe 
being informed that one Therar John had drawa 
his Jjword in the Lobby, and ftruck at divers Per- 
fons ;. and ran with his Sword againft the Door of 
the Houfe j he was ordered to be brought to the 
Bar : Where, being afk'd by the Speaker, Why h« 
came to the Parliament Door i He faid. He had 
fired his Tent; and the People were ready to ftone 
him, becaufe he burnt the Bible ; which he ac- 
knowledged he did, faying. It is Letters, not Life : , 
And he drew his Sword, becaufe a Man joftled 
him at the Door ; And burnt the Bible, becaufe 
the People fay it is the Word of God ; and it is 
not ; it deceived him : And farther, that he burnt 
the Sword and Piftols, and Brble^ becaufe they 
are the Gods .of England : And that he did it not 
of himfelf ; but God bid. him do it. Being order- 
' cd to withdraw, it was refolved. That he be com- 

mitted to the Gauhoufey in order to a further Pro- 
ceeding againft him ; and that a Charge be given 
to the Keeper to take Notice what Perfons refort- 
cd to him. A Committee was alf6 appointed to 
examine this Enthufiaft, to prefent to the Houfe 
their Opinion what was fit to be done in refpeft of 

thefe 
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khefe Offences 3 and to prepare a Bill upon the ijiter-r«ghuiii. 
Debate relating to Quakers, with Power to re- ^'^ ^4^ 
ceive Informations touching thefe Perfons^ the jaauary. 
better to enable the Cotnmittee how to defcribe 
them in the intended Bill. Biit what farther be- 
came of this Affair does not appear. 

Thus much for the Laws intended to have been All which are 
made by this Parliament, and the other Affairs "Q^^erM abortive 
in Agitation at the Time of their Diffolution. — -^J^^ ^"^^ 
The contemporary Memoriali/is muft next be con- 
fulted for clearing up fome Matters not explained 
in the journals, 

Mr. IVhitlocke writes, * That, in the Month of 
January^ many Things were fpoken in the De- 
bates of the Houfe, concerning the Government, 
"which gave great Offence to Crcmweli and his 
Council, and created a Sufpicion that no Good was 
to be expeifted from thtm ; for they wei*e not incli- . 
nable to fatisfy the Protestor's Delires. On thfc 
other $iide, the Parliament made what Hafte they 
could to finifli their Debates and clofe the Bufinefs, 
for fear a Blow from his fuperior Hand (hould fpoil 
all their Labours/ — And fo it happened : For the 
fame Author tells us, ' That the Proteftor grew 
^^eary of his Parliament ; and though he was ad- 
vifed by fome not tb diffolve them, urging the In- 
conveniences that had arifen by the Diffolution of 
former Parliaments, which ever caufed ill Blood ; 
or, at leaft, not to diffolve them till after thfe 
Time was paft that, by the Inftrument of Govern- 
isent, they were to fit ; yet be was not yjzxy folli- 
citous about ^that, but was refolved to part with 
them at any Rate : Which fome of his Council^ 
who faw his Defigns, were not backward to pro- 
inote.' 

Lieut. Gen. Ludlow^ fpeaktng of Cromwell^ 
fays, ' The Rcprcfentative fitting at Wejlminftiry 
though garbled as he, thought fit, proving not fiif- 
ficienily inclined to ferve his Defigns, but rather^ 
in Prudence, yielding to the Strength of the pre- 
fent Stream, in Hopes the People might, in Time, 
C c 2 rccovcfr 
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iflter-rcf num. recover thcir Oars, and make ufe of them for the 
»^54« Public Good; he grew impatient till the five 
Months allov^ed for their fitting fhould be expired. 
^ * And though they^ differed not in any material 
Point from that Form of Government which he 
himfelf bad fet up, unlefs it were in refervmg the 
Nomination of his Succeflbr to the Parliament; 
yet did the Omlflion of this one Thing fo enrage 
him, that he refolved upon their Difiblution. They 
had prepared all Things^ to offer to hrm, and had 
been v«ry cautious of giving him any juft Occafion 
of Offence ; well knowing that, in cafe they had 
given him the leaft Pretence of Diffatisfa£lion, he 
would have la^d all the Blame at^their Door ; and 
thecefore they prudently left the fettling of the 
Church -Government, and the Liberty that was to 
be extended to tender Confciences, (an Engine by 
which Cromwell did moft of his Work) to the 
C^^onfideration of the next Affembly : Whereupon 
he wanting wherewith juftly to accufe them, un- 
kfs it were for too much complying with him to 
t-he Prejudice of the Commonwealth, after he had 
perufed the Form of Government which the Af- 
fembly had agreed upon, and tendered- to him for 
his Confideration ; the five Months ef their Scfr 
iion, according to the Soldiers Account of twenty- 
eight Days to the Month, being expired,, they 
were ordered to attend him on the 22d oiJanuary\ 
in the Painted-Chamber j where he made up with 
Words and Paffion, what he wanted of Matter to 
charge them with/ 

Thus far Mr. Ludlow'^ Account of this Affair : It 
is now high Time to fee what the Protedor has to 
fay for himfelf; whofe Speech, was in hac Verba : ' 

Gentlemen y 
Crotimeir* « ▼ Perceive you are here as the Houfe of Parlia- 
KinVof hi,' 1 ment' by yourSpcakcr, whom I fee here, and 
fecond Parlia- * by your races, which are, in a great Mcafure, 
ment. < known to mt, 

« When 

c From the original Edition, printed by Hfnry Hilis, Printer 
t®, his Highnefs the Lord Protestor,, and publilhed to prevent 

MiftaJccs 
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* When I iirft met you in this Room, it was, to loter-rcgnum. 

* my Apprehenfion, the hopefulleft Day that ever. «654. 

' mine Eyfes faw, as to Confiderations of this v-*-v-*-*/ 

* World : For I did look at (as wrapt up in you, January^, 

* together with myfelO the Hopes and the Happir 

* nels of (though not of* the greateft^ yet a very 

* great, and) the beft People in the World ; and 

* truly and unfeignedly I thought fo j as a People 
•* that have the higheft and the cleareft Profeffioa 

* among them, of the greateft Glory, viz. ReK- 

* gion^ as a People that have been, like other Na* 

* tions, fome Times up and fome Times down in 

* our Honour in the World, but yet never fo low but 

* we might meafure with other Nations ; and a 

* People that have had a Stamp upon them from 

* God ; God having, as it were, fummed up all our 

* former Glory and Honour, in the Things tha^ 

* are of Glory to Nations, in an Epitome, within 

* thefe ten or twelve Years laft paft ; fo that we 

* knew one another at home, and are well known 

* abroad. 

* And, if I be not very much miftaken, we were 

* arrived (as I, and truly, as I belie ve,4ii any others 

* did think) at a very fafe Port, where we might 

* fit down • and contemplate the Difpenfations of 

* God and our Mercies j and might know our 
^ Mercies not to have been like to thofeof theAn- 
* tients, who did make out their Peace and Profpe* 

* rity, as they thought, by their own Endeavours ; 

* who could not fay, as we, that all ours were 

* let down to us from God himtelf, whofe Appear- 
^ ances and Providences amongft us are hot to be 

* outmatched by any Story. 

G c 3 * Truly 

MHlakes and falfe Copies* At the End of it is the following 
Order : 

Monday, February 5, 1654, 
At the Council at Whitehall, 
Ordered, that no Perjon or Perfom nvbatfoen/er prefume, at their 
Perils, on any Pretence *ivbatfoever, to print or reprint, either in Part 
cr in H^boUy his Highnefi's Speech to the Parliament in the Painted- 
Chamber, at their DiJ/blution, on Monday the 7.id of January, 
1654, other than Henry Hills, Printer to hit Higbnefs, and Jucb at 
btjhall employ and appoint in that Behalf* 

'W. JESSOP, Clerh of the Councils 
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* Truly this was our Condition, and I know nq- 

* thing elfe we had to do, fave as Ifrael was com- 

* manded, in that mod excellent Pfalm of David^ 

* PfaL Ixxviii. 3^ 4, 5, 6, 7. The Things which we 

* have heard and known^ and our Fathers have told 

* «i, we will not hide them from their Children y 

* Jhewing to the Generation to come the Praife of the 

* Lord^ and his Strength^ and his wonderful Works 

* which he hath done ; for he ejiahlijhed a Tejlimony 

* in Jacob, and appointed a Law in Ifrael, which 

* he commanded our Fathers that they Jhould make 

* them known to their Children ; that the Generation 

* to come might know them^ even the Children which 

* Jhould be bom^ who Jhould arife and declare them 

* to their Children^ that they might fet their Hope 

* in God^ and' not forget the IVorks of God\ hut 

* keep his Commandments, 

' This I thought had been a Song and a Work 

* worthy of England^ whereunto you migHt have 

* happily invited them, had you had Hearts unto 

* it. 

* You had this Opportunity fairly delivered lin- 

* to you ; and if a Hiftory (hall be written of thefe 

* Times and Tranfaftions, it will be faid (it will 

* not be denied ) that thefe Things that I have fpo- 

* ken are true. 

' This Talent was put into your Hands; and I 

* (hall recur to that which I faid at the fijft, I came 
' with very great Joy, and Contentment, and 
' Comfort, the firft Time I met you in this Place ; 

* but we and thefe Nations are, for the prefent, 

* under fome Difappolntment. If I had propofed 

* to have play*d the Orator, (which I never did af- 

* fe£i, nor do, nor I hope fhall) I doubt not but 
*! upon eafy Suppofitions, which I uni perfuaded 

* every one among you will grant, we did meet 

* upon fuch Hopes as thefe. 

* I met you a fecond Time here ; and, I confefs, 
^ at that Meeting I had much Abatement of my 

* Hopes, though not a total Fruftration. \ con- 

* fefstot that which dampM my Hopes fo foon, 
« \^ras fomewhat that did look like a Parricide. It 

*is 
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^ is obvious enough unto you, that the Manage- Intcr-rcgnwn. 

* iTient of Affairs did favour of a not owning, too '^54* 

* too much favour, I fay, of a not owning the ^^"T^^^^^^^T^ 
'Authority that call'd you hither; but God left J ^ ^ 
^ us not without an Expedient that gave a fecond 

' Poffibihty : IShall I fay a Poffibility ? It feem'd 

* to me a Probability, of recovering out of that dif- 

* fatisfied Condition we were all then in, towards 
^ fome Mutuality of Satisfadlion ; and therefore, 

* by that Recognition, fuiting with the Indenture 
^ that return'd you hither, to which afterwards al- 

* fo was added your own Declaration, conform - 

* able to, and in Acceptance of, that Expedient ; 

* whereby you had , tho' with a little Check, another 

* Opportunity renewed unto you to have made this 
^ Nation as happy as it could have been, if every 
' Thing had fmoothly run on from that firft Houf 

* of your Meeting. / 

* And indeed (you will give me Liberty of my 

* Thoughts and Hopes) I did think, as I have 
^ formerly found m that Way that I have been en- 

* gaged in as a Soldier, that fome Affronts put upon 

* us, fome Difafters at the firft, have made W^y 
^ for very great and happy SuccefTes : And I did 

* not at all defpond, but the Stop put upon yoa 
*, would, in like Manner, have made Way for a 
' Bleffing from God ; that Interruption beings 

* as I thought, neceflary to divert you from de*- 

* ftruSi\fe and violent Proceedings, to give Time 

* for better Deliberations ; whereby, leaving xht 
*. Government as you found it, you might have pro- 

* ceeded to have made thofe good and wholefome 

* Laws, which the People expe£led from you ; 

* and might have anfwered the Grievances, and 

* fettled thofe other Things proper to you as a Par- 
^ liament, and for which you would have had 

* Thanks from all that entrufted you. 

' What hath happened fince that Time, I have 
*> not taken public Notice of, as declining to in- 
' trench upon Parliament Privileges : For, fure I 

* am, you will all bear me witnefs^ that from your 
^ entering into the Houfe upon the Recognition, 
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* to this very Day, you have had no Manner of 

* Interruption or Hinderance of mine, in procced- 

* ing to that blcITed IfTue the Heart of a good Man 

* could propofc to himfelf, to this very Day. 

* You fee you have me very much lock'd up as to 

* what you have tranfaded among yourfelves from 
^ that Time to this ; but fome Things I ihall take 
' Liberty to fptak of to youi As 1 may not take 

* Notice what you have been doing, fo I think I 

* have a very great Liberty to tell you, that I do 
*' not know what you have been doing ; I do not 

* know whether you have been alive or dead ; I have 

* not once heard from you all this Time ; I have 
f not, and that you all know : If that be a Fault 
' that I have not, furciy it hath not been mine. 

^ If I have had any melancholy Thoughts, and 
f have fat down by tiiem^ why might it not have 

* been very lawful for me to think that I was a 
^ Perfon judged unconcern'd in all thefeBufinefies? 
^ I can alTure you I have not reckoned diyfelf, nor 
^ did I reckon myfelf, unconcern'd in you ; and 
f fo long as any juft Patience could fupport my 
' Expe&ition, I would have waited to the utter- 

* moft to have received from you the Ifiiies of your 
f Confultations and Refolutions : I have been 

* careful of your Safety, and the Safety of thofe 
5 that you reprefented, to whom I reckon myfeif 
« a Servant. 

* But what Meilages have I difturbed you with- 

* all ? What- Injury or Indignity hath been done 
« or offered, either to your Perfons, or to any Pri- 

* vileges of Parliament, fince you fat i I looked at 
f myfeif as ftrifily obliged by my Oath fince your 
f recognizing the Government, in the Authority 
' of which you were called hither, and fat, to give 

* jrou all poffible Security, and to keep you from 
f any Unparliamentary Interruption. 

* Think you I could not fay more upon this 
f Subjefl, if I lifted to expatiate thereupon i But 
f becaufe my Actions plead for* me I iball fay no 
f more of this. 
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* I fay 1 liavc been caring for you, for your i^Hr-npntk^ 

^ quiet fitting i caring for your Privileges, as I faid **54- 
before, that they might not be inteprupted ; have ^---v-**-' 
been feeking of God, from the Great God, sL J*""'^* 
Bleffing u^on you, and a Bleffing upon thefe Na- 
' tions ; I have been confulting if poflibly I might 
' in any Thing promote, in my Place, the real - 

* Good 9f this Parliament, of the Hopefulnefs of 

* ^which I have faid fo much unto you. 

* And I did think it to be my Bufinefs rather t£> 

* fee the utmoft Iffue, and what God would pro- 

* duce by you, than unfcafonably to intermeddle 

* with you: But, as I faid before, I have beeA 

* caring for you, and for the Peace and Q^uet of 
^ the Nations ; indeed 1 have, and that I ihall a 

* little prefently manifeft unto you. 

* And it leadeth me to let you know fomev(?hat 

* that I fear, I fear will be, through fome Interprc- 
^ tation, a little too juftly put upon you, whilft you 
^ have been employed as you have been, and (in 
^ all that Tijgae expreflTed in the Government, in 

< that Government, I iay in that Government) 

* brought forth nothing that you yourfelves fay -can 
^ be taken Notice of, without Infringement of your 

* Privileges. 

* I will tell ybu /omewhat, that, if it be not 

* News to you, I wifli you had taken very ferious 

* Confideration of ; if it be News, I wifli 1 had ac- 
^ quainted you' with it fooner; and yet if any Man 
^ will aik me why I did it not, the Reafon is given 
^ already, becaufe I did make it myBufmefs to give 

* you no Interruption. . 

* There be fome Trees that will not grow under 

* the Shadow of other Trees ; there be fome that 

* diufe (a Man may fay fo by way of Ailufion) to 

* thrive under the Shadow of other Trees. I will 

< tell you what hath thriven ; I will not fay what 

< you have cheriih'd under your Shadow ; that were 

* too hard. Inftead of Peace and Settlement^ 
' inftead of Mercy and Truth being brought togc- 

< ther, Righteoufnefs and Peace kiffing each other. 
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Jirter-regnqm. * by reconciling the honcft People of thefe Nations, 

'^ 54^ ^ * and fettling the woful Diftempcrs that are amonglt 

^"T^ * **s, which had been glorious Things, and wor- 

•' * thy of Chridians to have propofed. Weeds and 

* Nettles, Briars an^ Thorns, have thriven under 

* your Shadow; Diflettlement and Divifion, Dif- 

* content and Diflatisfadtion, together with real 

* Dangers to the whole, have been more multiplied 

* within thefe five Months of your Sitting, than in 
f fomc Years before. 

* Foundations have been alfo laid for the future' 

* renewing the Troubles of thefe Nations, by all 
^ the Enemies of it abroad and at home : Let not 

* thefe Words fcem too iharp, for they are true a9 

* any Mathematical Demonftration^ are or can be. 

* I fay, the Enemies of the Peace of thefe Nations, 

* abroad and at home j the difcontented Humours 

* throughout thefe Nations, which I think no Man 

* will grudge to call by that Name, or to make to 

* allude to Briars and Thorns, they have nourifli'd 

* thcmfelves under your Shadow. 

' And that I may be clearly underftood, they 

* have taken the Opportunities from your Sitting, 
^ from the Hopes they had, which with eafy Con- 

* jefture they might take up, and conclude that' 

* there would be no Settlement; and therefore they 

* have framed their Defigns, preparing for the Ex- 

* ecution of them accordingly. 

' Now whether (which appertains not to me to 
^ judge of on their Behalf) they had any Occafion 
^ miniftered for this, and from whence they had it, 

* I lift not to make any Scrutiny or Search ; but I 

* will fay this, I think they had them not from me, 

* I am fure they had not ; from whence they had it 

* is not my Bufmefs now to difcourfe, but that they 

* had, is obvious to every Man's Senfe. 

* What Preparations they have made to execute 

* in fuch a Seafon as they thought fit to take their 

* Opportunity from, that I know (nxxt as Men 

* know Things by Conje(Slure, but) by certain dc- 
^* monftrable Knowledge ; that they have been, for 

- * foaic 
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^ fomeTime paft, fumlfliing themfelves with Arms, Inter-regnum. 

* nothing doubting but that they fliould have a Day '^54- 

* Tor it ; and verily believiilg, that whatfocver their ^^T''V**^ 

* former Difappointnients were, they {hould have •' * 

* more done for them by, and from, our own Divi- 

* fions, tlian they were able to do for themfelves.' 

* I defire to be underftood, that in all I have to 

* fay of this S.ubjedt, you will take it that I have no 

* Refervation in my Mind (as I have not) to mingle 

* Things of Guefs and Sufpicion with Things of 

* Fa6^ ; but the Things I am telling of are Fa6t, 

* Things of evident Demonftration. 

* Thefe Weeds, Briars, and Thorns, they have 
^ been preparing ; and have brought their Defigns 

* to fome Maturity, by the Advantages given to 

* them, as aforefaid, from your Sitting and Pro- 

* ceedings j but by the waking Eye that watched 
. * over that Caufe that God will blefs, they have 

* been, and yet are, difappointed. And having 

* mentioned that Caufe, I fay that flighted Caufe, 

* let me fpeak a few Words in behalf thereof, tho' 
' it may feem too long a Digreflion. Whofoever 

* defpifeth it, and will fay it is mn Caufa pro Caujay 

* thQ all-fearching Eye before-mentioned will hnd 

* out that Man, and will judge him as one that re- 

* gardeth not the Works of God, nor theOpera- 

* tions of his Hands ; for which God hath threat- 

* ened that he will caft Men down, and not l^uild 

* them up. That becaufe he can difpute, and tell 

* us he knew not where the Caufe begun, nor 

* where it is, but modelleth it according to his 

* own Intellefl, and fubmits not to the Appear- 

* ances of God in the World ; therefore he lifts 
< up his Heel *againfl: God, and mocketh at all 

* his Providences, laughing at the Obfervations 

* made up, not without Reafon and the Scrip- 

* tures, but by the quickening and teaching Spirit 

* which gives Life to the other, calling fuch Ob- 

* fervations Enthufiafms. Such Men, I fay, no 

* Wonder if they ftumble and fall backward, and 
^ be broken^ and fnarcd, and taken by the Things 

*of 
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Inter-regmua * of which they are fo malicioufly and wilfully ig-« 
'^^ ^' * norant. The Scriptures fay> The Rod has a 

JaattaxyT' * ' '^''•'> ^^^ ^' ^'''^ ^^"^^ 'himfelf known by tht 
' Judgments whuh he e^fecuteth \ and do we not 

* think he will, and does, by the Providences of 

* Mercy and Kindnefs which he hath for his 

* People, and for their juft Liberties, whom he loves 

* as the Apple of his Eye ? Doth he not by them 

* manifeft himfelf? And is he not thereby alfofeen, 

* giving Kingdoms for them, giving Men for them, 

* and People for their Lives f as it is in IJaiah^ 

* Chap. xJiii. Is not this as fair a Ledlure, and 

* as clear fpeaking, as any Thing our dark Reafon 

* left to the Letter of tie Scriptures can colle(St 

* from them i By this Voice has God fpoken ve- 

* ry loud on the Behalf of his People, by judg- 

* ing their Enemies in the late War, and reftoring 

* them a Liberty to worihip with the Freedom of 
* * their Confctences, and»Freedom in their Eflates 

* and Pcrfons when they do fo. And thus we have 

* found the Caufe of God by the Works of God, 

* which are the Tcftimony of God ; upon which 

* Rock whofocvef fplits ftiall fufFer Shipwreck. 

* But it is your Glory, and it is mine, if I have 

* any in the World, concerning the Intereft of thofe 

* that have an Interefl in a better World ; it is my 

* Glory that I know a Caufe, which yet we have not 

* loft, but do hope we ihall take a little Plea/ure ra- 

* ther to lofe our Lives than lofe. But you will ex* 

* Ctife this long Digreffion. 

% * il fay unto you, whilft you have been in the 

* midft of thefe Tranfa£tions, that Party, that Ca- 

* valier Party, (I could wi(h fome of them had 

* thruft in here to have heard whdt I fay) the Ca- 

* valier Party have been defigning and preparing to 

* put this Nation in Blood again with a Witnefs ; 
^ but becaufe I am confident there are none of that 

* Sort here, therefore I fliall fay the lefs to that 5 

* only this I muft tell you, they h^ve been making 

* .great Preparations of Armsi ai>d, I do believe, it 

* will be made evident to you, that they have raked 

< out 
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* out many Thoufands of Arms, even all that thU Inter-wgrmm. 

* City could afford, for divers Months laft paft, '^54« 

* But it will be faid, May we not arm ourfclves ***r*^^"**' 

* for the Defence of our Houfes ? Will anyBody find J*™*«y* 

* Fault for that t No, for that the Rcafon of their 
^ doing fo hath been as explicit, and under ascleaf 

* Proof, as the Fa6l of doing fo; for which I hope, 

* by the Juftice of the Land, fomc will, in the Face 

* of the Nation, anfwer it with their Lives, and 

* then the Bufinefs will be pretty well out of Doubt. 

* Banks of Money have been framing for thefe 

* and other fuch like Ufes ; Letters have been ifiued 

* with Privy- Seals, to as great Perfons as moft 

* are in the Nation, for the Advance 6f Monie?^- 

* which have been difcovered to us by the Perfons 

* themfelves ; Commiffions for Regiments of Horfe 

* and Foot, and Command ©f Caftles, have been 

* likewife given from Charles Stuart^ fince your Sit- 

* ting; and what the general Infolencea of that Par- 
• * ty have been, the honeft People have been fe'nfi- 

* ble of, and can very well teftify. 

* It hath not been only thus ; but, as in a Quin- 

* fey or Pleurify, where the Humour fixeth in one " 
' Part, give it Sk:ope it will gather to that Place, 

' to the hazardingof the whole; and it is natural 

* to do fo, till it deftroy Nature ii^ that Perfon on 
^ whomfoever this befalls. 

* So likewife will thofe Difeafes take accidental 

* Caufes of Aggravation of their Diftemper; and 

* this was that which I di^ affert. That they have 

* taken accidental Caufes for the growing and en- 

* creafing of thofe Diftempers, as much as would 

* have been in the natural Body, if timely Remedy 

* were not applied. And, indeed. Things were 
' come to that Pafs (in refpecS of which Lfliall give 

* you a particular Account) that no mortal Phynci- 
^ an, if the great Phyfician had notfteptin, could 

* have cured tlie Diftemper. 

* Shall I lay this upon your Account, or my 

* own ? I am fure I cart lay it upon God's Ac- 
^ count; that, if h« had not ftept in, the Difeafe 
*- had- been mortal and deftru6live ; and what is all 

* this? 
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* this ? Truly. I muft needs fay, a Company of 

* Men ftill, like Briars and Thorns, and worfe,' 

* if worfe can be ; of another Sort than thofe be- 

* fore-mentioned to you have been, and yet are en- 

* deavouring to put us into Blood, and -into Con- 

* fuiion ; more dcfperate and dangerous Confufion 

* than England ever yet faw. 

* And I muft fay, as when Gideon comoianded 
^ bis Son to fall upon Zeba and Zalmunna^ and Hay 

* them, they thought it more noble to die by the 

* Hand of a Man, than of a Stripling ; which fhews, 

* there is fome Contentment in the Hand by which 

* a Man falls : So it is fome Satisfaction, if a Com- 

* monwealth muft perifh, that it perilh by Men, 

* and not by the Hands of Perfons difFcring little 

* from Beafts ; that, if it piuft needs fuffer, it 

* (hould rather fufFcr from rich Men than from 

* poor Men ; who, as Solomon fays^ when they op- 

* prefsy they leave nothing behind thenty hut are as a 
^ /weeping Rain. 

* Now, fuch as thefe alfo are grown wp under 

* your Shadow. But it will be afked. What have 

* they done ? I hope, though they pretend Com- 

* monwealths Intercft, they have had no £n- 

* couragement from you; but that, as before, ra- 

* ther taken it, than that you have admtnifiered a- 

* ny Caufe unto them for fo doing, from Delays, 

* from Hopes that this Parliament would not fet- 

* tie ; from Pamphlets, mentioning ftrange Votes 

* and Refolves' of yours, which I hope did abnfe 

* you. Thus you fee, whatever the Grounds were, 

* thefe have been the EiFe^. And thus I hzsx 

* laid thefe Things before you, and you and others 

* will beeafily able to judge how far you arc con- 

* cerned. 

* And what have thefe Men done? They have a)- 
^ fo laboured to pervert where they could, and as 

* they could, the honeft-mcaning People of theNa- 
^ tion. They have laboured to engage fome in the 

* Army; and I doubt that not only they, butfbmc 

* others alfo, very well known to j'ou, have help- 

* ed in this Work of debauching aad dividing the 

* Army i 
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Army; they have, they have, I wpuld be loath fntct-r(sgntt». 



^ to fay, w^hp, where, and how, much more loath 
' to fay they were any of your own Number; but 

* I can fay, Endeavours have been to put the Ar- 

* my into a Diftemper, and to feed that which is 

* the worft Humour in the Army ; which, though 
' it was not a maftering Humour, yet thefe took 

* their Advantage from Delay of the Settlement, 
^ and the PracSicds before- mentioned, and flopping 

* the Pay of the Army, to run us into Free Quar- 
' ter, and to bring us into the Inconveniences moft 

* to be feared and avoided. 

* What if I am able to make it appear inFaft, that 

* fome amongft you have run into the City of Lon~ 

* don^ to perfuade to Petitions and Addreflcs to you 

* for reverfing your ownVotes that you have pafled ? 

* Whether thelePra<Sliceswerein favour of your Li- 

* berties,or tended to beget Hopes of Peace andSet- 

* tlement from you ; and whether debauching the 
' Army in England^ as is before cxprefled, and 
*• ftarving it, and putting it upon Free Quarter, 
' and occafioning and neceffitating the greateft Part 
' thereof in Scotland to march into England^ lea- 

* ving the Remainder thereof to have their Throats 
' cut there ; and kindling, by the reft, a Fire in our 

* own Bofoms, were for the Advantage of Affairs 

* here, let the World judge? 

' This I tell you alfo, that the Correfpondency 

* held with the Intereft of the Cavaliers, by that 

* Party of Men called F^evellers, and who call them- 

* felves Commonwealths Men; whofe Declarati- 

* ons were framed to that Purpofe,and ready to be 

' publiflied at the Time of their common Rifmg, . 

* whereof we are poflefled, and for which we have 

* the Confefiion of themfelves now in Cuftody*^ ; 

* who confefs alfo they built their Hopes upon the 

* Affurance they had of the Parliament's not a- 

* greeing to a Settlement, whether thefe Humours 

* havenot nourifhed themfelves under your Boughs, 

* i3 

^ Many Exatninationir, Letters of Intelligence, and other Papers 

above referred to, may be found in Ukurke^ Vol, III, p. 64, «.t 



1654. 
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* is the Subjed of my prefent Difcourfe; and I 

* think I fay not amifs if I a£Erm it to be fo, 

* And I muft fay it again, that that which hath 

* been their Advantage, thus to raife Difturbance, 

* hath been by the Lofs of thofe golden Opportuni- 

* ties that God hath put into your Hands for Settle- 

* ment. Judge you whether thefe Things were thus 

* or not when you firft fat down ; I am fiire Things 

* were not thus ; there was a very great Peace and 

* Sedatenefs throughout thefe Nations, and great 

* Expedations of a happy Settlement, which I re- 

* membered to you at the Beginning of my Speech, 
' and hoped that you would have enteicd upon your 

* Bufinefs as you found it. 

* There was a Government in the Poflcffion of 

* the People ; I fay a Government in the Poffeffion 

* of the People for many Months ; it hath now beeir 
' exercifed near fifteen Months ; and if it were 

* needful that I fliould tell you how it came into their 

* Poflcffion, and" how willingly they received it; 

* how all Law and Juflice were diftributed from if 

* in every rcfpe<St, as to Life, Liberty, and Eftate; 

* how it was owned by God, as being the Dif- 

* pcnfation of his Providence, after twelve Years 

* War, and fealed and witnefled unto by the 

* People, I fhould but repeat what I faid in my lafr 

* Speech made unto you in this Pkee, and therc- 

* fore I forbear. 

* When you were entered upon this Govern- 

* ment, ravelling into it, (you know I took no No- 

* tice what you were doing) if you had gone upon 

* that Foot of Account, to have made fuch good 

* and wholefomc Provifions for the Good of the 

* People of thefe Nations, for the Settling of fuch 

* Matters in Things of Religion as would have up- 
^ held and given Countenance to a godly Miniftryj 

* and yet would have given a juft Liberty to god- 

* ly Men of different Judgments, Men of the fame 
« Faith with them that you call the Orthodox Mi- 

* niftry in England^ as it is well known the Inde- 

* pendents are, and many under the Form of Bap- 

* tifrrt, who are found in the Faith^ only may per* 
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^ haps be dIfFerent in Judgment in fome lefTer Mat- lnter-rc;;nvjm. 
'* tcrs; yet as true Chriftians^ both looking at Sal- ^^54- 

* vation only by Faith in thjs Blood of Chrlji ; '^— -v— — ' 

* Men profelfing the Fear of God, having Recourfe J^""^'^' 
.* to the Name of God, as to a ftrong Tower ; I 

* fay you might have had Opportunity td have fet- 

* tied Peace and Quietnefs amongft all profcfling 

* Godlinefs, and might have been inftrumental, 

* if not to have healed the Breaches, yet to have 

* kept the Godly of all Judgments from running 
*•■ one upon another ; and by keeping them from 

* being over-ruri by a common Enemy, reiidcred 

* them and thefe Nations both fecure, happy^ 

* and well fatisfied. 

* Are thefe Things done, or any Thing towards 

* them? Is there not yet upon the Spirits of Meii 

* a ftrange Itch ? Nothing will fatisfy them, unlefs 

* they can put their Finger upon their Brethrens 

* Confciences, to pinch them there. To do this 

* was no Part of the Conteft we Had v^ith the com- 

* mon Adverfary; for Religion was not the Thing 

* at the firft contefted for ; but God brought it to 

* that Iffue at laft, and gave it unto us by way of 

* Redundancy; and at laft it proved to be that 

* which was moft dear to us ; and wherein confifted 
' this, more than in obtaining that Liberty, froni 

* the Tyranny of the Bifliops, to all Species of Pro- 

* teftants, to worfliip God according to their own 

* Light and Confciences ? For want of which 

* many of our Brethren forfook their native Coun- 

* tries, to feek their Bread from Strangers, and td 

* live in howling Wilderneffes; and for which 

* alfo many that remained here were imprifoned 

< and otherwife abufed, and made the Scorn of the 

< Nation. 

* Thofe that were found in the Faith, how pro* 

* per was it for them to labour for Liberty, for a jufi 

* Liberty, that Men fliould not be trampled upon 

* for their Confciences ? Had not they laboured but 

* lately under the Weight of Perfecutions, and 

* was it fit for them to fit heavy upon others ? Is 

< it ingenuous to aik Liberty, and not to give it? 

Vol. XX. D d What 
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* What greater Hypocrify, than for thofe who wwe 

* opprefTed by the Biihops to become the greatefk 

* Oppreffors thcmfelves, i'o foon as their Yoke was 

* removed I I could wilh that they who call for 

* Liberty now alfo had not too much of that Spiri^ 

* If the rower were in their Hancls. 

* As for profane Pcrfons, Blafphemers, fuch as 

* preach Sedition, the contentious Railers, evH 
« Speakers, who feek, by evil Words, to cornipc 

* good Manners, Perfons of loofe ConverfationSy 

* Punifliment from the Civil Magiftrate ought to 

* meet with them ; becaufe, if thefe pretend Con- 
< fcicncc, yet walking diforderly, and not accord- 

* iiig but contrary to the Gofpel, and even to na- 

* tural Light, they are judged of all ; and their 

* Sins, being open, make them Subjects of the 

* Magiftrates Sword, who ought not to bear it 

* in vain. 

* The Difcipline of the Army was fuch, that a 

* Man would not be fuffered to remain there, of 
« whom we could take Notice he was guilty of 
' fuch Prafticcs as thefe: And therefore how hap- 
^ py would England hzvc been, and you, and I, if 
^ the Lord had led you on to have fettled upon fuch 

* good Accounts as thefe are, and to have difcoun- 
•-tenanced fuch Practices as the other, and left 
' Men in difputable Things free to their own Con- 

* fciences ; which was well provided for by the 

* Government, and Liberty left to provide againft 
^ what was apparently evil. 

* Judge you, whether the contefiing for Things 
^ that were provided for by this Government hath 

* been profitable Expence of Time for the Good 
' of thefe Nations ? By Means whereof you may 

* fee you have wholly elapfed your Time, and 

* done juft nothing. 

* I will fay this to you in Behalf of the Long 

* Parliament, that had fuch an Expedient as this 

* Government been propofed to them, and that 

* they could have feen the Caufc of God thus pro- 

* vided for; and had, by Debates, Been enlightened 

* in the Grounds by which the Difficulties might 

* have 
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^ Iiav6 been cleared, and the Reafon of the whole Inter-rfgnuai. 
f inforced, the Circiitoftances of Timfc and Per- 'J54« ^ 

* fons, with the Temper and Difpofitions of the l^^~^ 

* People, and Affairs both Abroad and at Home^ ^^^^ ^' 

* when if was undertaken, well weighed^ (as well 

* as they were thought to love their Seats) 1 think 

* in my Confciei>ce, that they would have proceed-. 

* ed in another Manner than you have done ; and 

* not have expofed Things to thofe Difficulties and 

* Hazards they now are at, nor given Occaiion to 

* leave the People fo diffettled as now they are ; 

* who, I dare fay, in the fobereft and mdft judicious 

* Part of them, did expefb not a queftioning, but 

* a doing Things in Purfuance of the Government; 

* and, if I be not mifihformed, very many of you 
^ came up with this Satisfa£Uon, having had Time 

* enough to weigh and confider the fame. 

' And when Ifay fuch an Expedient as this Go- 

* vernment iisj wherein I dare aflert there is a juft 
^ Liberty to the People of God, and the juft Rights 
' of the People in thefe Nations provided for, I 

* can put the Iflue thereof upon the cleareft Reafon^ 

* wJiatfoeverany go aboijt to fuggeft to the contrary* 

* But this not being the Time and Place of fuch 

* an Averment, for Satisfaftipn Sake herein enough 

* is faid in a Book, intituled, AStait of the Cafe 

* of the Commonwealth^ &c. publifhed in January 

* 165^ ^ : And for n^yfelf I defjre hot to keep it art 
^ Hour longer than I may preferve England in its 

b a 2 «jufE 

b The Title at large of this Piece, which we have in oar CoHec^, 
ttoHSy runs thus^ A true State of the Cafe of the Commotrwealtb of 
England, Scotlapd, aiul Ireland, and the Dominiotis thereto belonging^ 
in reference to the late efiahl'tfised Government ty a Lhrd Preteffor 
and a Parliament i manifefling therein not only a Conffiency with, 
and nectjffary Ctn/equence upon, the foregoing MerattMs, hut alfo a 
fuH Conformity to the declared Principles and Engagements of the 
Parliaanent and Arny : It being the Judgment of divers Perfons^ 
^tobo, tbrougbmt tbefe late Troubles, have approved them/elves faith- 
ful to the Caufe and Interefl of God and their Country, and prejented 
to the Pithlie for the SatisfaSli'on of others, London, printed by 
Thoinas Newcomh. 

It is wfote with great Spirit of Language and Stibtilty of Argux 
ment \ and, from many PaiTages therein, it feems highly probahte 
ihat CrbmiVftU was not a little concerned in the p«nhin|^of it^ 
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jnter-ffgnum. « jyft Rights, and may ^roteft the People of God 

^J^^l^^ * in fuch a juft Liberty of their Conftiences as I 

Janujry, * ^^^^c already mentioned ; and therefore if this 

* Parliament have judged Things to be otherwifc 

* than as I have Hated them, it had been huge 

* Friendlinefs between Perfons that had fuch a Re- 

* ciprocation, and in fo great Concernments to the 

* Publick, for them to have convinced me in what 

* Particulars therein my Error lay, of which I ne- 

* ver yet had a Word from you : But, if inftead 

* thereof, your Time has been fpent in fetting up 

* fomcwhat elfe upon another Bottom than this 

* Ihnds, that looks as if the laying Grounds of a 

* Qiiarrel had rather been defigned, than to give 

* the People Settlement ; if it be thus, 'tis well 

* your Labours have not arrived to any Maturity 

* at all. 

* This Government called you hither, the Con- 

* ftitution thereof being fo lirriited, a Single Per- 

* fonand a Parliament; and this was thought moft 

* agreeable to the general Senfe of the Nation, ha- 

* ving had Experience enough by Trial of other 

* Conclufions, judging this moft likely to ayoid 

* the Extremes of I^onarchy on the one Hand, and 

* Democracy on the other, and yet not to found 

* Dominium in Gratia -^ and, if fo, then certainly 

* to make it more than a Notion it was requifite 

* thatitfhould be as it is in the Government, which 

* puts it upon a true and equal Balance. It has 

* been already fubmitted to the judicious honeft 

* People of this Nation, whether the Balance be not 

* equal ; and what their Judgment is, is vifiblc, by 

* Submiflion to it, by ading upon it, by reftraining 

* their Truftees from meddling with it ; and it 

* neither aiks or needs any better Ratification. But 

* whenTruftees in Parliament ft a II, by Experience, 

* find any Evil in any Parts of the Government, 

* referred by the Government itfelf to the Confi- 
« deration ,of the Proteaor and Parliament (of 

* which Time itfelf will be the beft Difcoverer) 

* hdw can it be reafonably imagined, that a Per- 
' fon, or Perfons, coming in by Eleftion, and 

' ftandinsT 
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* ftanding under fuch Obligations, and fo limited, later-regnum. 
*. and fo neceifitated by Oath to govern for the '^54« 

* Peopfe's Good, and to make their Love, un- ^-p^v-**^ 

* der God, the beft Under- propping, and his J*"*"*^* 

* beft Intereft to him ; how can it, I fay, be imagi- 

* ned, that the prefent or fucceeding Protedors will 

* refufe to agree to alter any fuch Thing in the Go- 

* vernment that may be found to be for the Good 
' of the People, or to recede from any Thing which 

* he might be convinced cafts the Balance too 

* much to the Single Perfon ? And although, for 

* the prefent, the keeping up, and having in his 

* Power, the Militia feems the moft hard, yet if 

* it fhould be yeilded up at fuch a Time as this, 

* when there is as much need to keep this Caufe 

* by it (which is moft evidently at this Time im- 

* pugned by all the Enemies of it) as there was to 

* get it, what would become of all ? Or if it fliould 

* not be equally placed in him and the Parliament, 

* but yielded up at any Time, it determines his 

* Power, either for doing the Good he ought, or 

* hindering Parliaments.. from perpetuating them- 
' felves, or from .impofing what Religions they 

* pleafe on the Confciences of Men, or what Go- 

* vernment they pleafe upon the Nation 5 thereby 

* fubjedling us toDiflettlement in every Parliament, 

* and to the defperate Confequences thereof : And . 

* if the Nation fhall happen to fall into a blefled 

* Peace, how eafily and certainly will their Charge 
' be taken off", and their Forces be difl)anded ; and 

* then where will the Danger be to have the Mili- 

* tia thus ftated ? 

* What if I fhould fay. If there ftiould be a Dif- 

* proportion or Difequality as to the Power, it is 

* on the other Hand ; and, if this be fo, wherein 

* have you had Caufe to quarrel \ What Demon- 

* ftrations have you held forth to fettle me to your 

* Opinion \ I would you had made me fo happy as 

* to have let me have known your Grounds. I 

* have made a free and ingenuous Confeflion of my 

* Faith to you, and I could have wiflied it had been 

* in your Hearts to have agreed that fome friendly 

D d 3 ' and 
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and cordial Debates might have been towards 
^ mutual Convit^ion : Was there none amongft 
^^7^^^^^"^ * you to move fuch a Thing? No Fitnefe to liften 
Jf*"^' f to it? No Defireof a right Underftanding? If it 
^ be not Folly in me to liften to Town-talk, fuch 
? Things have been propofed, and rejeded with 
^ Stifihefs and Severity, once and again ; was it 
^ not likely to have been more advantageous to 

* the Good of this Nation i I will fay this to 

* you for myfelf, and to that I have my Confcience 

* as athoufand Witnefles, and I have my Comfort 
^ and Contentment in it, and I have th? Witnefs 

* of divers here, that, I think, truly fcorn to own 
f me in a Lye, that I would not have been averfc 
f to any Alteration, of the Good of which I might 

* have been convinced, although I could not have 
^ agreed to the t^ing it off the Foundation on 
f which it ftands, viz. the Acceptation and Con* 

* fent of the People. 
^ I will not prefage what you have been about 

* or doing in all this Time, nor do I love to make 
5 Conjectures ; but I muft tell you this, that as t 
f undertook this Government in the Simplicity of 

* my Heart, and as before God^ and to do the 

* Part of an honeft Man, and to be true to the 
*• Intereft which, in my Confcience, is dear to 
f many of you, (though it is not always underftood 

* what God in his Wifdom may hide from us, as 

* to Peace and Settlement) (o 1 can fay, that no 

* particular Intereft, either of myfelf, Eftate, Ho- 

* nour, or Family, are, or have been, prevalent 
5 with me to this Undertaking. 

f For if you had, upon thie old Government, 
f offered to me this one, this one Thing, (I fpeak, 

* as thus advifed, and before God, as having been 

* to this Day of this Opinion ; and this hath been 

* my conftant Judgment, well known to many that 
f hear me fpealc) if this one Thing had been in- 
f ferted, this one Thing that the Government 
? (hould have been placed in my Family Here- 
f ditarily, I would have rejefted it ; and 1 could 
? have done no other, according to roy prefent 

*Con- 
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• Confciencc and Light j I will tell you my Rea- inter-wgnum. 

• fon, though I cannot tell what God will do with '654' 

• me, nor you, nor the Nation, for throwing away *— •v— ^ 

• precious Opportunities committed to us. January. 

* This hath been my Principle, and I liked it 

• when this Government came firft to be propofed 

• to me, that it puts us off that Hereditary W'ay ; 

• well looking, that as God had declared what 
•^Government he had delivered over to the "Jeivsy 
•'and placed it upon fuch Perfpns as had been in- 

• ftrumental for the Conduft and Deliverance of his 

• People: And confidering that Promife in Ifaiahy 

• that God would give Kulers as at the firft^ and 

• Judges as at the Beginnings I did not know but 

• that God might begin ; and though at prefent 

• tvith a moft unworthy Perfon, yet, as to the fu- 

• ture, it might be after this Manner, and I thought 

• this might ufher it in. I am fpeaking as to my 

• Judgment againft making it Hereditary, to have 

• Men chofen for their Love to God, and to Truth 

• and Juftice, and not to have it Hereditary 5 for as 

• it is in Ecclejiajiesj Who knoweth whether he may 

• begetaFoolor a wtfe Many honc&ornot} What-. 

• ever they be, they muft come in on that Account, 

• becaufe the Government is made a Patrimony. 

' And this I do perhaps declare with toQ much. 

• Earneftnefs, as being my own Concernment, and 

• know not what Place it may have in your Hearts, 

• and of thd good People in the Nation j but, how- 
« ever it be, I have Comfort in this my Truth and 

• Plainnefs. 

• I have thus told you my Thoughts, which » 

• truly, I have declared to you in the Feaj of God, 

• as knowing he will not be mocked; and in the 

• Strength of God, as knowing and rejoicing that 

• I am kept in my fpeaking; cfpecially when I do 

• not form or frame Things without the Compafa 

• of Integrity and Honefty, ^hat my own Confci- 

• ence gives me not the Lye to what I fay ; and 

• then, in what I fay, I can rejoice. 

' Now, to fpeak a Word or two to you : Of th^t 
^ I muft pjrofcfs, in the Name of the fame Lord, 

• an4 
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Inter-regnum. « and wi{h that there had been no Caufe that I 

^ ^1' I * fcould have thus fpoken to you ; and though I 

'^T*'"^''***^ * have told vom that I came with Joy the firll Time, 

« With feme Regret the leccnd, yet now I ipeak 

« with moft Regret of all. 

* I look upon you, as having among you many 

* Perfons that I could lay down my Life individu- 

* ally for 5 I could, through the Grace of God, 

* defire to lay down my Life for you ; fo far am I 

* from having an unkind or unchriftian Heart to^ 

* wards you in your particular Capacities. 

* I have this indeed as a Work moft incumbent 
^ upon me ; I confulted what might be my Duty 

* in fuch a Day as this, cafting up all Coniidera- 

* tionj. I muft.confefs, as I told you, that I did 

* think, occafionally, this Nation hath fuiFer«d 

* extremely in the Refpefts mentioned, as alfo in 

* the Difappointmcnts of their Expectations of that 

* Jufticc that was due to them by your fitting thus 

* long ; and what have you brought forth ? 

* 1 did not, nor cannot, apprehend what it is; 
f I would be loath to call it a Fate, that were too 

* Paganifl? a Word ; but there was fomething in 
f it that we have not in our Expedations. 

* I did think alfo, for myfelf, that I am like to 

* meet with Difficulties; and that this Nation will 

* not, as it is fit it ftiould not, be deluded with 

* Pretexts of Neceffity in that great Bufinefs of 

* raifing of Money : And were it not .that I can 

* make fome Dilemma's, upon which to refolve 

* fome Things of my Confcience, Judgment, and 

* A6lions,I (hould fink at the very Profpe£l of my 

* Encounters; fome of them are general, fome are 

* more fpecial. Suppofing this Caufe, or this Bu- 
« finefs, muft be carried on, it is either of God, or 

* of Man ; if it be oif Man, I would I bad never 

* touched it with a Finger. If I had not had a 

* Hope fix'd in me that this Caufe, and this Bufi- 

* nefs, is of God, I would many Years ago have 

* run from it ; if it be of God, he will bear it up; 

* if it be of Man, it will tumble, as every Thing 
^ that hath been of Man fir^ce the World began 

•hath 
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* hath done. And what are all our Hiftories, and Inter-rcgnam. 
' other Traditions of Aftions in former Times, '^54» 

' but God manifefting himfelf, that he hath {haken ^---'^^-'•*^ 
' and tumbled down, and trampled upon, every i^^^^* 

* Thing that he hath not planted ? And as this is, 

< fo the All -wife God deal with it. 

* If this be of human Strufture and Invention, 
' and it be an old Plotting and Contrivance to bring 
^ Things to this Iflue, and that they are not the 
^ Births of Providence, then they will tumble: 

* But if the Lord take Pleafure in England, arid if 
' he will do us good, he is able to bear us up; let 
5 the Difficulties be whatfoevcr they vsdll, we fhall, 
^ in his Strength, be able to encounter with them. 

* And, I blefs God, I have been inured to Diffi- 
^ culties, and I never found God failing when I 

* trufted in him : I can laugh and fing in my Heart 

* when I fpeak of thefe Things to you, or elfe- 

* where. And tho' fome may think it is an hard 
^ Thing, without Parliamentary Authority, to raife 

* Money upon this Nation ; yet I have another 

* Argument to the good People of this Nation, if 

* they would be fafe, and have no better Principle ; 
f whether they prefer the having of their Will, 

* though it be their Deftruftion, rather than com- 

* ply with Things of Neceffity i That will excufe 

* me ; but I fliould wrong my native Country to 

* fuppofe this. 

* For I look at the People of thefe Nations as the 

* Bleffing of the Lord, and they are a People blef- 
^ fed by God. They have been fo, and they will 
f be fo, by reafon of that immortal Seed which 
*■ hath been and is among them, thofe regenerated 

' ^ Ones in the Land, of feveral Judgments, who are 

* all the Flock of Chriji, and Lambs of Chrijiy 

* though perhaps under many unruly Paffions and 

* Troubles of Spirit, whereby they give Difquiet 

* to themfelves and others ; yet they are not fo tQ 

* God as to us J he is a God of other Patience, 

* and he will own the leaft of Truth in the Hearts 

< of his People ; and the People being the Bleffing 

'of 
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* of God, they will not be fo angry but they will 

* prefer their Safety to their Paffions, and their real 
^"^^sT""^ < Security to Forms, when NeceiSty calls for Sup- 

* ^* s plies. Had they not well been acquainted with 
^ this Principle, they had never feen this Day of 

* Gofpcl- Liberty. 

* But if any Man fliall obje<a, It is an eaiy Thing 

* to talk of Neceffities, when Men create Neceffi- 

* ties ; would not the Lord Proteftor nriyake himfelf 

* great, and his Family great ? Doth not he make 

* thefe Neccffities ? And then he will come upon 

* the People with this Argument of Neceffity. 

* This were fomething hard indeed ; but I have 

* not yet known what it is to make Neccffities, 

* whatfoever the Judgments or Thoughts of Men 

* are. And I fay this, not only to this Afiembly 
< but to the World, that that Man liveth not that 

* can come to me and charge me that I have, in 

* thefe great Revolutions, made Neceffities ; I chal- 

* lenge even all that fear God ; and as God hath 

* faid, my Glory I will not give unto another ; let 
^ Men take heed, and be twice ad^^fed, \^ow they 

* call his Revolutions the Things of God, and his 
*" working of Things from one Period to another, 

* how, I fay, they call them Neceffities of Men's 
^ Creation ; for by fo doing they do vilify and leflen 

* the Works of God, and rob him of his Glory, 

* which, he hath faid, he will not give unto another^ 
Stiot fufFer to be taken from him. We know 
^ what God did to Herod when he was applauded, 

* and did not acknowledge God ; and God know- 

* eth what he will do with Men when they fliall 

* call his Revolutions human Defigns, and fo de- 

* traft from his Glory, when they have not been 

* forecaft, but fudden Providences in Things, 
^ whereby carnal and worldly Men are enraged; 
^ and under and at which, many, I fear, (fome 
*' good) have murmured and repined, becaufe dif- 
*' appointed of their miftaken Fancies : But ftill 

* they have been the wife Difpofings of the Al- 
^ mighty, though Inftruments have had their Paf- 

* fion? 
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^ lions and Frailties ; and I think it is an Honour inter-regnuniy 
^ to God to acknowledge the Neceflities to have 1654. 

* been of God's impofing, when truly they have ^- -^y- ^ 

* been fo, as indeed they have, when we take our J*^""y* 

* Sin in our Aftings to ourfelves; and much more 

* fafe than to judge Things fo contingent as if 

* there were not a God that ruled the Earth. 

' We know the Lord hath poured this Nation 

* from Veffel to Veffel, till he poured i% into your 

* Lap, when you came firft together :, I am confi- 

* dent that it came fo into your Hands ; and was not 

* judged by you to be from counterfeited or feigned 
5 Neceffity, but by Divine Providence and Difpen- 
^ fation. And this I fpeak with more £arneftnefs, 

* becaufe I fpeak for God, and not for Men ; I 

* would have any Man to come and tell of the 

* Tranfaftions that have been , and of thofe Periods 

* of Time wherein God hath made thefe Revo- 
^ lutions, and find whpre they can fix a feigned 

< Neceffitv. 

* I could recite Particulars, if either my Strength 

* would ferve me to fpeak, or yours to hear; if 

* that you would revolve the great Hand of God in 

* his great Difpenfations, you would find that there 
^ is fcarce a Man that fell ofF at any Period of 

* Time when God had any Work to do, that can 

* give God or his Work, at this Day, a good 
« Word. 

* It was, fay fome, the Cunning of the Lord 

< ProteSor; I takeittomyfelf: It was the Craft of 

* fuch a Man, and his Plot that hath brought it 

* about: And, as they fay in other Countries, there 
f are five or fix cunning Men in England that have 
« Skill, they do all thefe Things : Oh what Blaf- 

* phemy is this ! becaufe Men, that are without God 
f in the World, and walk not with him, know 

* not what it is to pray, or believe, and to receive 
f Returns from God, and to be fpoken unto by the 

* Spirit of God, who fpeaks without a written 

* Word fometimes, yet according to it. God hath 
^ fpoken heretofore in divers Manners, let him 
5 /peak as he pleafeth : Hath he not given us Li- 

<berty? 
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loter-rfgaum. * bcrty ? Nay, is it not our Duty to go to the Law 

* and to the Teftimony i And there we {hall find 

* that there have been Imprefiions in extraordinary 
' Cafes, as well without the written Word as with 

* it ; and therefore there is no DifFerence in the 

* Thing thus aflerted from Truths generally re- 

* ceived, except we will exclude the Spirit, with- 

* out whofe Concurrence all other Teachings arc 

* inefFedlual. He doth fpeak to the Hearts and Con- 

* fcienccs of Men, and leadeth them to his Law 

* and Teftimony ; and there he fpeaks to them, 
' and fo gives them double Teachings according to 

* that of Job^ God fpeak eth once^ yea twice ; and . 

* that of. Davidy God hath fpoken once^ yea twice 

* have I heard this. Thofe Men that live upon 

* their Mumpjimus and Sumpjimus ', their Maffes 

* and Service- Books, their dead and carnal Wor- 

* fliip, no Marvel if they be Strangers to God, 
' and the Works of God, and to Spiritual Difpc^n- 

* rations. And becaufe they fay and believe thus, 

* muft we do fo too ? We in this Land have been 

* otherwife inftrufted, even by the Word, and 

* Works, and Spirit of God. 
* To fay that Men bring forth thefe Things, 

* when God doth them, judge you if God will 

* bear this. I wifh that every fober Heart, tho' 

* he hath hac^ Temptations upon him of deferting 
' this Caufe of God, yet may take heed how he 

* provokes, and falls into the Hands of, the living 
' God by fuch Blafphemies as. thefe, according to 
' the tenth of the Hebrews y If we Jin wilfully after 

* that we have received the Knowledge of the Trutby 

* there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, It was 

* fpoken to the Jews that, having profefled Chrifly 

* apoftatized from him : What then ? Nothing 

* but a fearful Falling into the Hands of the living 
' God, 

' They that fhall attribute to this or thatPerfon 

* the Contrivances and Production of thofe mighty 

* Things 

e Croimvell {eems to have borrowed this Expreffion from King 
Henry the Eighth's laft Speech to his Pitrliatnent, j4/irto 1546, 
S€^ our Third Folume, p. 105, 
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Things GoJ hath wrought in the midft of us ; Inter-regnum. 

* and that they have not been the Revolutions of ^ ^^^' 

* Chriji hiinfelf, upon whofe Shoulders the Go- j^TJI^jr'^ 

* vernment is laid, they fpeak againft God, and 

* they fall under his Hand without a Mediator ; 

* that is, if we deny the Spirit of Jefus Chnji^ the 

* Glory of all his Works in the World, by which 

* he rules Kingdoms, and doth adminifter,. and is 

* the Rod of his Strength, we provoke the Medi- 

* ator ; and he may fay. Til leave you to God, 

* I'll not intercede for you, let him tear you to 
« Pieces ; 1*11 leave thee to fall into God's Hands ; 
^ thou denieft me my Sovereignty and Power com- 

* mitted to me r Pll not intercede nor mediate for 

* thee, thou falleft into the Hands of the living 

* God: Therefore whatfoever you may judge Men 

* for, and fay. This Man is cunning, and politic, 

* and fubtle ; take heed again, ^ I fay, how you 

* j udge of his Revol utions, as the ProduSs of Men's „ 

* Inventions. 

* I may be thought to prefs too much upon this 

* Theme ; but I pray God it may ftick upon your 

* Hearts and mine. The worldly-minded Man 

* knows nothing of this, but is a Stranger to k ; 

* and becaufe of this, his Atheifms and Murmur- 

* ings at Inftruments, yea, repining at God him- 

* felf : And no Wonder, confidering the Lord hath 

* done fuch Things amongft us as have not been 

* known in the World thefe thoufarid Years ; and 

* yet, notwithftanding, is not owned by us. 

* There is another Neceflity which yo-u have put 

* upon us, and we have not fought. I appeal to 

* God, Angels, and Men, if I (hall raife Money 

* according to the Article in the Government 

* which had Power to call you hither, and did i 

* and, inftead of feafonably providing for the Ar- 

* my, you have laboured to overthrow the Govern - 
' ment, and the Army is now upon Free Quarter i 

* and you would never fo much as let me hear a 

* Tittle from you concerning it: Where is the 

* Fault? Has it not been as if you had a Purpofe to 

* put this Extremity upon us and the Nation ? I 

* hope 
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Ihter-regDttm. « hope this was not in your Minds, I am hot wif- 
^ -^^* * * ling to judge fo j but this is the State unto ^vhicif 
janiMry. * wc arc reduced. By the Defigns of feme in the; 

* Army, who arc now in Cuftody % it was defign'd 

* to get as many of them as could, (through Dif- 

* content for want of Money, the Army being in 

* a barren Country, near thirty Weeks behind in 

* Pay, and upon other ipecious Pretences) to 

* march for England out of Scotland ^ and, in Dif- 

* content, to feize their General there, a faithful 

* and honeft Man, that fo another might head the 

* Army, and all this Opportunity taken from your 

* Delays : Whether will this be a Thing of feigned 

* NecefEty i What could it fignify, but that the 

* Army are in Difcontent already ; and, we'll 

* make them live upon Stones; we'll make them 

* caft off their Governors and Difcipline ? What 
^ can be faid to this ? I lift not to unfaddle my(elf, 

* and put the Fault upon others Backs : Whether 

* it hath been for the Good of England^ whilft Men 

* have been talking of this Thing or the other, 

* and pretending Liberty, and many good Words, 
^ whether it has been as it ihould have been ? I 
' am confident you cannot think it has, the Nation 
« will not think fo. And, if the Worft (hould be 

* made of Things, I know not what the Cornifii 

* Men, or the Lincolnjkire Men, may think, or 

* other Counties ; but I believe they will all think 

* they are not fafe. A temporary Sufpenfion of 
^ canng for the greateft Liberties and Privileges 

* (if it were fo, which is denied) would not have 

* been of that Damage, that the not providing 

* againft Free Quarter hath run the Nation upon. 

* And if it be my Liberty to walk abroad in the 

* Fields, or to take a Journey, yet it is not my 

* Wifdom to da fo when my Houfe is on Fire. 

* I have troubled you with a long Speech, and 

* I believe it may not have the fame Refentment 

' with 

f Lord Gfn of Grooiy, Major-Generals Harrifon and Overton, 
Colonels Rid, Carew, Courtney , and others. 

TburUe, Vol, III. p, 6^ 66, 67, 147, et fif% 
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^ with all that it hath with fomc : But becaufe that later-rcgnuim 

* is unknown to me, I fhall leave it to God, and »^54' 

* conclude with this ; That I think myfelf bound as ^^T7y^^^^ 

* in my Duty to God and the People of thefe Na- ^^^"^^^ 

* tions, to their Safety and Good in^ every Refped, 

* T think it my Duty to tell you> That it is not for 

* the Profit of thefe Nations, nor for Common and 

* Public Good, for you to continue hews any long- 

* er ; and therefore I do declare unto you^ That 

* I do diflblvc this Parliament.' 

Cromwell having now got rid of his Parlisimenti Ordinances paf-* 
becaufe he found them not fo pliable to his P^r-^^%,^^^ 
pofes as he expe£led, he and his Council applied 
themfelves clofely to the making of Laws without 
them. The firft Thing they did was to pafs an 
Ordinance for laying an Aflleffment of 6o,OOoA 
per Men/em for the Maintenance of the Army and 
Navy; they alfo paffed an Ordinance for Continu- 
ance of the Alms-Houfes and poor Knights of 
fFindfor-Ca/ile; and another for enforcing the AQ3 
and Ordinances made before the Meeting of the 
laft Parliament, touching the colle£ling of the Ex- 
cife throughout England^ Scotland y and Ireland^ 
befides which fome other Ordinances were alfo 
framed to foften the Minds of the People, and re- 
concile them to the Proteftor's Government, by 
lightening the Burdens and Inconveniences in the 
Proceedings .of the Law, and other Matters, an 
Account of which will be given hereafter. 

February. About this Time a Plot was difco-APlotagainit 
vered, which had been laid by the Royalifts, and *J^im defeated. 
^was to have been executed in different Part3 of th^ 
Kingdom at the fame Time: But being unfuccefs- 
ful, it proved a lucky Incident to Cromwell^ by" 
ferving the more effeftually to ftrengthen his Ufur- 

gation : Befides, it diverted the Minds of the 
'eople from rciRe<aing fo warmly on the Protec- 
tor'$ late Adions, as they otherwife might have 
done. Upon the firft Information thereof he fent 
for the Lord Mayor, Aldcrmca, and Common 

Coub- 
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^^^lel?""' CoMtiQiX oi London \ and, acquainting them with 
^_^^^ the Confpiracy againft him, required thero to take 
-April. Care of the Peace of the City, for which Purpofe 
he gave them a CoramiiSon to raife Forces under 
Major-GeneraJ Skippon. He alfi> ifiiied a Procla- 
mation for prohibiting Horfc-Races for fix Months, 
left the great Concovrfe of People, ufually fre- 
quenting fiich Meetings, {hould furnifli Opportu- 
nities for raifiog freih Troubles in the Common- 
wealth ; another for puttji^ in Execution the Laws 
and Ordinances againft Jefuits and Romijh Priefts, 
and for the fpccdy Conviftion.of Popifli Recufants; 
and a third for coaimanding.all Perfons, who had 
been of the late King's Party, or his Son's, to de- 
part out of London and Wejlminjler^ and within 
twenty Miles thereof, (unlefs it were their proper 
Place of Habitation) within fix Days after tUe Pub-> 
Kcation of the (aid Proclamation* 

Mr. Ludlow feems to blame the King oiSvUy 
as he calls him, for engaging his Friends in ihis 
defperate Undertaking, which coft the Lives of 
many, when he might fee clearly his Gum^ was 
playing by the Ufurper, through the Divifion^ he 
made amongft. thofe whole Intereft it wa^ to* be 
united in Oppofition to the King*. Crm^f^k 
who fpared no Money to get Intelligence of thcf« 
Defigns, was before- hand with the Royalifts,and 
feized upon many of them e'er they had Time to 
draw together i others, that were up in Arnis, wer? 
difcomfitfid and taken, and all the Prifons in fyg- 
land were filled with them. 

ApriL Now followed Executions upon "Exe- 
cutions iti different Places i after which came Coif-, 
fifcations and other fcvere Penalties, exaftcd from 
the whole Royal Party ; in which Cromwell broke 
through all their Compofitions, and even the Aft 
of Oblivion itfelf, in obtaining and paHiDg of 

whi<* 

* Memoirs, p4 ^^ ■ • ■.' 
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Which he had fo great a Hand, when it was his Inter-regiittA. 
Intereft to cajole the Gavalier Party : To this '^SK^ 
End he and his Council paffed an Ordinance for oaobarT 
levying a tenth Part of their Eftates to maintain, sis 
he pretended, thofe extraordinary Forces, Ivhich 
their turbulent and feditious Praftices obliged him 
to keep up ; ^nd, in order to put this deteftable Pro,- 
jeft in Execution, he divided England into twelvfe 
Cantons, over each of which he placed a BafliaW, 
under theTitle of Major-General, who Was to have whereupon he ' 
the InfpeSion and Government of inferior Com- appoints a Num- 
iniiHoners in every County, with Order's to reizfejf'''*f ^ajo'- 
the Pcrfons and diftrain the EftatcS of fuch ^^Inrfn^n^l^ 
ihould be refradory, and to put in Execution fuch tions againft his 
further Direftions as they fliould receive fi-om^®^«"**»«'i^ 
him. 

The Names of thefe Major-Geiierals, with the 
refpefHve Diftrids under their Coiiimand, were. 

For London^ Major-Gerteral Skippon. 

For Wejlminfter and Middlefexy Col. Barkftead^ 
Lfieutenant of the Tower. 

For Kint and Surrey^ Col. Kelfey, 

For Suffix^ Hampjhife^ and Berkjhire^ Col. Goff: 

For Gloucefterjhire^ Wiltjhirey Dorfetjhire^ So-- 
mirfitflnn^ Devonfhire^ and Cornwall General DeJ-- 
herough. 

For Oxfordjhire^ Buckinghamjhire^ Hertford' 
Jhirey Cambrldgejhtre^ Ifle of Ely^ EJfe^y Norfolk^ 
and Suffolk^ Lord-Deputy Fleetwood. 

For Lincolrijhire^ Ndttirtgham/hire^ Derhyjhirei 
WarwickJhWe^ and Leicejierjkire^ Commiflary-Gc- 
heral WhalUy. 

For Northamptonfitre^ Bedfdrdjbihj Rutland^ 
Jhire^ and Huntingdanjhirey Major Butler. 

For Worcejlerjhire^ Herefordjbirej Salop^ and 
North-Wales^ Col. Berry. 

For Monmoiithjhire and Souih-Waksy Col. Dato* 
kins. 

For Chejhirey Lancajhiriy and Staffordjhirey CoL 
Worjley. And 

For Torkjhirey Durham^ Cumberland^ Wejlinore^ 
land^ and NorthimberUmdy Lord Prefideht LamherK 

YQL.yOL. Ee This 
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This new tyrannous Prcqcd of placii^ Majors- 
General in ea^h County, was firft fet on Foot in 
. the Month of OffQbir this Year ; but they had not 

^^^* , their Commiffions to 9& by till the neict Month ; 
when InftrufHons were given to them to take Se- 
curity of all who had been in Arms for^the King, 
for their peaceable Demeanor and Obedience to 
the Protedor, as well as to exa& from them the 
Tenths aforementioned. In order to make this 
Proceeding go down more readily, CromwM pub- 
liihed a Declaration of the Jdftice and Neceffi^ 
thereof, by way of Vindication of himfelf and bis 
Council for a&ingthefe Violences againft the Royal 
Party; which fince it contains the whole Hiftory of 
the late Plot, and is no where elfe fo much tb men- 
tioned, except a fhort Abftrad of fome of the Heads 
of it in Lord Clarendon », we ftall give at large, as 
"'nted by Authority this Year, without any Apo- 

' for the Length of it. 

rhi« piece is intit)ed« 

A Declaration 9f his Hichness, ty the Ad- 
vice of his Council^ /hewing the Reafens ef their 
Preceedinrs for fecmring the Peace of the Cm^ 
monwealth^ upon Occ^n of the hte Injkrrg&im 
and Rebellion.^ 

A Decltrartion o/« A Ftcr k had pkafed God to give fo clear aDe^ 

hiiReafons for « J^ cifion of thofc Qontefts, which the well- 

fo doing. ^ affc^acd People of this Nation, for nunyYcajrsto- 

« gethcr, had with the late Kng and his Party^and 

< thofe who, after him, efppufed that IntereA^vrand' 

* engaged upon the fame Botftmi^ diattfae hio^x^ 
« farics were wholly, va.ric[uift*d,' an* beth; tfcrelf 
^ Perforts and Eftaw* through the^iciqu8©if- 

* penfations of God,^ fiibii^ded t^ meBoapiriirf 



• thofe whomtliev had dffigncd:tp»^cna3*^a«*i«-' 
< in, it Was hoped that that vifibk Hand lof God, 
^ whiich af^effved i^inft Cheov jki(€hr ^War^^iipon 

* all Occaiioai,::wouldb«veifaadfuttabWlpipn^ 

. ■ i. . ... : ^ .C :. 'J'\ \ o;' bMi \. aI \U\"^ <i.%4HlS; 
p PriQted hj Henry HtUi tnd J^iKfiUd^ Prifiten fo Kis Hig»- 
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* the Error of their Way* a^nii engaged tb€B> tD* *^55* . 
^ dcfcrt it, with thc^ Priftjcipl^ of. Iriccm4oii^4* ^"22^1^^ 

* and Profanencfe, which the Headg andLoadejrf •'^****^ 
' of that Party had long endeavoured to debauch the 

* Nation with ; and fo. obliged them not;Qnty to 

* live peaceably under that^ Power which they iyerc^ 

* fo eminently > by the Prwideoce of God, broug^it 
^ under^ by laying afwle the RenalenaJt^rance of Sor^ 
*.mer Differehce$|. t6 en^deavour, in their feverai 
\ Capacitit^y the carrying on and maintaining tb^ 
*Tciw;^ and. Good of the whole j, efpecially if they 

* fl)o«ld fee an End of their Troubles, and thexn-^ 
*• ielvei pift into, fiich a ,CanditLon that they might 
^ oothe liable to fut^e Revenge for what was paft^ 
f but might be ftee^bpth in their Efbtea and Per- 
*-j(bns, eqjij^aUy with other Men: And therefore 

■-* a^ it >^as moft evident, as well by their hua^ ' 
^ Emitted at firft to compound for their £ftatesv 

* as alio in the Terms of their Com pofition, (whicli 
^ were fo eafy and moderate to the Generality, as^ 
^ (hat i^ led them tp a abetter (Condition of SupfX)ri 
%tbin generally bdcU thf Parliament's Party, con- 
^.fiilcf ipg their wony/and l^rge Payments to main- 
^ix(9k^^>J^(^ f>?4 €^e|)ceful War) fhat the ori-* 
^ ginal Intention of thofe who hadi then the Ccth" 
^ du6i of Affairs, was not to extirpate thefe Men^ 
« with Defigns of pofleffing their Eftates and Eor- 
^ t;ujie$9' fattt^ at firft^ only to defend thetr I^iber-' 
^ «ie6;r and, after,, to deprive them o£ thofe Arm^ 
^ wfamarith thejr defigned to enflaCve theinfelyc^ 
^mmA Ifee whole NatkMi; leaving them in that Coin- 
^' dKtbn ifter they were overcoflo^, as they migh^ 
^Hvte in thtie fbrmeif Qualities, enjoyihgtheirEftatesr 
^ Slid eq&al JBrote£Hon with^lAore #Iiom tliey bad^ 
^ endeamir'drti^defexqr. A Piooeedingvery extra- 
< 0r<fiaai!y^ if cotapucA wkh tiiat wiiteh other Na-* 
^ ttods, iriaU Ag(»«.have (BQifaired-aiter a like Dif-^ 
^'•ppokirment by Cwil War; wiboliiiYe factd it fox 9 
« PfWiijple, That Scttlementi after, fncb Cooimtt- 
^ tions, is obtain'd and conferv'd by a total DifablingI 
' the vervlndiitiittons of th^e inTlinei^ of Peace, 
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whofeAfUons have been dangerous inWar; and, 
in this Nation, in'former Agps, Loifs of Life and 
Confi/cation* having been very ufually the Con- 
fequences in the like Cafes : We fay, as the 
clear Intentions of the Parliament's Party were 
difcovered and inanifeft in their firft Proceedings 
with their Enemies, to wit. That they defigned 
not their Ruin, but Reformation ; (b, after the 
Battle of IV^rceftery upon that memorable Day 
of the third oi September^ when the Hopes of the 
Enemy feemed to be wholly broken, having 
neither Forces in the Field, nor Garrifon left in 
England \ and Scotland which, untill then, might 
be fome Ground of Confidence to them, and of 
Danger to us, fo far fubdued, that no confidera- 
ble Enemy was left there ^ which alio was the 
Condition of Ireland: When all Things were re- 
duced into that State and Condition^ that asthefe 
Men could, in Reafon, have but fmall or no 
Hopes of any Change of Affairs, or new Oppor- 
tunities to affert their old Caufe; (b had we, thro' 
the continued Affiftance and Prefence of God,, no 
Ground |o fear any new Attempts fron:\ th€to, 
that might oblige us to any bafe and i^wor^y 
Compliance with them ; all Endeavours wereufed 
on this Side to lay Foundations of compofing 
the Spirits, and uniting a broken and divided 
People through a Ten-years War. There was 
not only a punduai Performance 0/ Articles, of 
War,' the like whereof no Hiftpry can parallel, 
(a Court being purpolely erected to do themfju- 
llice in that Particular, and the Power thereof 
entrufted in fuch Hands, who, as was intended 
in their Choice, did execute it efFedualW on dieir 
Behalf) but an A<S of Grace and Obtivion was 
granted to them ; which Favour, as they, could 
not have any Prctenfions to claim, or indeed ex- 
peft, fo neither could the Makers thereof have 
any other Motives or Arguments to induce t^em 
thereunto, but fuch as mud proceed from, the 
Defires they had to heal and cement, and to take 
away all Seeds of Difference and Separation, and 

*of 
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^ of putting what was paft into Oblivion ; by Means intcr-re|num# 



* whereof the Hearts of the Nation, unhappily di- 

* vided, might chearfully and afFe<9:ionately meef 

* in mutual Intereft ; on which might follow Peace^ 

* Settlement, and Reformation ; and, confequent- 

* ly, the Taxes and Burdens which have been long 
' continued, might be fafely taken from ofF the 

* People. 

*. Upon thefe Grounds alfo was it, that fo great 
,* Refpefl was had to this Sort of Men in the Set- 

* tlement of the prefent Government, whereby 

* they were admitted, after three Parliaments, to 

* be elefted to fit in the Supreme Councils of the 
^ Nation. 

* It is true, indeed, fome Oppofition was made 

* to that Lenity which was ufed towards this Par- 

* ty, and more efpecially to the A61 of Oblivion; 

* many ];>eing of this Perfuafion, That it would not 
^ work thofe good EfFedls as were defigned and 

* wiflied J but, orx the contrary, that all this In- 

* dulgence would be abufed, and Opportunities 

* given thereby of raifing new Troubles, to th& 

* endangering of the. Caufe we had fo long con- 

* tended for; wherein yet the Parliament itfelf were 

* of a different Judgment from them, conceiving 
^ it impojflible that there fhould be any Sort of Men 

* fo devoid of Ingenuity and Candour, or fo re- 

* folved in their Way, that neither the Difpenfa- 

* tionsofGod, nor Kindnefs of Men, could work 
' upon them ; however, it was thought, that in 

* cafe they were miftaken, and that it fhould fo 
^ fall out in Faft, and upon Experience, that thofe 
^ who were, by the mighty and out-ftretched Hand 

* of the Lord, brought into a Condition to afk Fa- 

* vour, to foliclt for the blotting out the Remem- 
^ brance of paft Aftions, and to be rcftored to the 
*^' common Privileges of the Nation, which they 

* had juftly forfeited, flioultl yet defpife and rejed: 
< it when'it was offered, and retain their Enmity 

* after that they had been forced from their Arms, 

* it would then have this Effed at leaft, thfe leaving 
^ of fuch without Excufe, in whatfocver Ways of 

E e 3 * 5.e>-. 
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438^ TT^e Pariia^entaryi^^ 
InUF-mtnun* f Severity ttkcSutcfinwldisft WCclSatei t^jW^ 
^«f5S. < cecd. v*rith th«a **' .. ^ - ... r ^ i-_.. 

« Carri^c toivarc)* <hc^ '&a4 b«.<in fi*cli; ^ is be- 
' /ore f:xpr.?fsyj^ wc cowld ^«it,.,wii}i Cpmfort and 

* Satisfa<aioa. to . ourfeIv^^|, ba^e ufc4 t^.C^ujfe 
f.wenowfpe,: 

* tlfic^ J^V^s Lil . ,- * . , , . 

« the ^<li,-affc<acd,Pco,pk qC fb^rc^Aree^SaUQns. 
, f ^ut U havinjj pUaftd .Qo'^t iiik W*:P5?y{^cP?e> 
f fo to order Thines^ that. tWre i^a^ not; p;Jy Fc^- 
f.bc^r^pae and Moderation y£^ iQW^rds^t^^,. 

* andJBppes givmxh^xhtymgh^tj^n^^^ 

? dom, ,and have equal PrptjBffiw^ioXbpir tcrkw 
J ^ Eftates with theiefl: of tWN^tipni.liwt^cy 
i might claim it as their Ri|h!;^ ^nd ^$ due yj^q 
*. them, by ^he Laws an4Conftititfion§„Qf theLfjpd, 
ias well as aay JPerfw wbatfocyQi: ybQ hia b^ 
f of this Side^ there can be no other C^?fwu^f>i| 
f fli^dc of the ASdu& oC^hat JJv^, ip^tJ^eJOafcir- 
I hance of the puhfic Peaqc,_ai>a id t^f S^v^jTr 
vApn of the Opvernment, but ;thj^t they ^^ u^t 
f placable in dxetf Malice and B^€Pgc,.>iif t^P^cr 
! to he drawn. from their ddbei;ijBe to ftia^cHTOd 
fjlfitereft, which hath hteen, the Occ:|ftQri,prtpe 

* fheddiog,of fo much innocejnt BJopd. .^d alni^ft 
f of the Ruin and Deftrw^ion of th^(e t^^s. " Af 4 
f therisfore we do apt now: only, fii^ ourftlf fegs- 
f,fiedi but.pblig^l ii) Duty, bpjK towards <5b4 
f and this ]Katioi|> to prpcof d uppp ptijer Oroikidi 

« thanVQi:mjerIy, w;th tjwje wha fli'4lj^f^^^ *^ 
JCharaacr; and th? Am<;ue8 pf^^T^r^ Aa.of 
K OWivipn, and other Fjtvpurs tend^r^^^eay s^t^ 

* cd, tp iti^efe Mga, are; fi> &r frpm.iyli^ ifi.;«yw^ 

* Way* or begetting Scfi*pJ^§ jn Oftf. M}nd:,9€Hti- 
I cerwi^g .the ftme, that oht Hands are,ftj^gshT 
*ened jfrpm rfienQe to ,this, WQrk,;^ani 5WI 
« DpubtB JTcmpved tT^i^Vy^ w^ich, Plh<srw,^ WHld 
f J5ave ftuck with us, as ^c have S^re dtprcfiM- 

• *It 
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* It wIU not J>e denied^ That as well the Articles lAt«r-fegnM«, 

* of War, as the Favour and Orace granted by th« ^ ^^^ 

« A<ft of pblivlofj; cbntjiinecl in thema Redpro- q^^Z^ 

* cation, as there did a real Benefit and Advantage ' 
•accrue to the Qrantees, jfo ceruinly w^s there 4 

* Good intende() and defSigned by them to the State : 

* If the State do not attain ^heir End, neither oughi 
«■ the J)ther JO accompjifh theirs. In fuch A£b as 
•thefeare, either both are bound, or bbth are' at; 

* Libertyi and in the fanie Condition as if no 

* fuch Things had been d^ne oradled: Certainly 

* hone liave figned to Articles of War that are not 
^ conditional 9 or when thofe who received (hofcr 

* Articles refolved to break the Coi^ditions, they 
^ had not then the Confent of thofe who gave them, 

< Who did ever allow fuch Articles to Enemies, , 

* as might afllft them to execute their Malice 

* apd Revenge f If no Breach of Faith can makp 
^ fL Forfeiture of Articles, the Condition of thoib 
* , who receive them, is better thah of him that give^ 

* them, becaufe he fiibmits himfelf to Surprize, 
•, after he hath endured the Hazard and Expence of 

* open; Wan ? 

, < And as for the A^ of Oblivion ; that muft needs 

* be meant as an Obligation upon the Enemy, anj 

* as a proper Means to take away the £nmity con- 
f tra^d by the War ; intending, by Mercy, to 
^reform tho(e who had cypofed themselves to die 

* public Welfare ; and this need not be expreiled, 
^ it doth imply fuch a Condition in the Nature of 

< it All Pairdons are granted with Claufes of gooci 

* Behaviour, either explicit or implied ; becaufe 

* elfe whoever grants them,' fets loofe a De}in« 

* querit to a future Offence i and he that anfweis 
',n9t the End and Confideration of the Pardon, 

* cannot, in Reafon, be faidever to accept it. The 
^ Parliament, by th^^t A&, intended not only an 
^ Oblivion of the Offences of the afoo-efaid Party, 

* wjiereby they had rendered themfelves obnoxious, 

< but that this Kindnefs fliould be anfwered witk v 
^ Obedience on their Part, and produce a real 

* Change in their Principles and Iiitereft, as to the 
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• fcr, otbcrwife, this Adcaiuidtbe ooofideredas 

'O^berT^ * oWfgatorjr to th'ofe tirho gatc^fe? AM,'iii ^his 
f Cafe^ Forbearance from oatir»3^A£tioD)mtt^hot 
^ nrail, nor imitk* tptbe Benefirof the Pardoi^; if 
f yet there be Malice and Revenge iii^<^cf:Heart, 
^'«nd fuch'areanki^ aiid'a^heringtotheioldi]:i6eitft, 
> thatfxMhing is vnaitingfot die JX&oycpfnbetc- 
*' afy but! a fictikig OfipcAiutiEty ; foT'aBpfiich'Jbfea 
f cannot, in Juftite and {ngeBak7y.'xr£in.tbe!Be- 
^ neitt of ah AA of F^vom? fi b mtha t'SqpreingJ^a^ 
•^ ffiflrate, to whom khcy -farow-thenifeliTOtoi^e 

* Enemies; ib neither is thkr Mag^ftiafee boiuldy 

* in Jufticc before God or M^n^ toi^ve it tathsethV 
^ if be hadi Reafoir to bdsere, from di)cnGo6Hb of 
< their Con verfattons, drat )hey are Aicb^ aiiddiat 

* their Intentibns towards the Gcnrerhnabntv tmd^ 
^ which'diey live, are the fameas wirtttr^thbj'w^re 

* in open Arms againft it; and is a^Libditjr to^oar'- 

* ry hlmfelf towards dicm> as^tf no f&fcb\A3ar had 
^ been. Nay, he may 'proceed aigxaSt them with 
f gt-eater Severity, in as much asl»e l^di ofedihe 

* laft Means to reclaim them yrithout Fruifc j -and 
. ^ k'hows, by £xperien(si&, that nothing 4)tit the 

^ Sword will reftrain dicm from* Blood* ^dVic^ 

* lence.. ' '- ^ • •-''~' '- '■■* ^ *-* ' 

*'Thcn, if this be the Cafe betwcch't» andthb 
•< late Kmg-s Party, to wit, That they lave noco- 

* rtouliy manifeficd -it to the' C^nfcienpes of "all 
^ Men, that they do not only retain thtir dd Pfin- 
^ ciples, and ftill adhere to their fomKrlntmneft in 
■^ dircSt Oppofidon to the Government eftaUifecd, 
' bt^bavebedti a^takmg hatching ncrivdDifturfaan- 

* ces; and endeavouring, as Well by Secret and 
t* bloody Affaffinadons, as ^y open • F<Nrce^. to in* 

* trodttce die oner and^ overthro^w and -fubvcrt 
' the other: It will not be diou^ ftrange^* upon 

* any Account whatfoevcr, that we^ktid -lalcly 
Vftcure fo many of the Moo of tha(t:&if$elreft^^f- 

* though they wcronot viftbl© i« ArAis»iqKmthe 

* late lafurredion ;. iHx that we havfe Jaid^^ Bur- 
'^den upon fome of their Eftatcs, beyond what is 

. . * im- 
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^defraying of thatCbarge AvbiiJh the^ ve .the Oc- i^ss* 

. * ^afton ^i wiriX'(Q9ie^t>thervThUigs' which we ^^— nt?*^ 

* have^fauiid ^cad&ry^ an- thia Time oF: Danger, oaobtr. 
^ to direft^eonoerhiogL^bem^'fbr the. .fieatff and 

* Safety icfi. the whde; *. ^ • - .^ 

• f^ Nowy to evince this^ tho' the Wtolfc^ of Con - 
*^fpmitors^rwhd ar©a<flyand focret Gencratioii of ^ 
^ Menv ireevdr inftheD^aj^kv aod tfae/Mcofujii of 
^ « all' theb Feet casmot^ be toxa£Uy taken and« aom- 
*" pared^- yetLmanyof their 'Steps having been dif- 

* corored- throngk the; Good ncfe of the Alt'feeing 
^ God, we fhail fet dowa fuch Part thereof aa may 
^'te'of ufc to make pUblk. 

< We (haH not particoiairlyiQentto)! fome w^der- 
^ hand and reryfecretfCcoitrivances which they^had, 

* and made'fome Trtal erf,, whereby they .wooM 
f ' have infenfibly wound themfelves into that Power, 

* which they were not able to do by open Force ; 
^ but thali Way not takings they then betook them- 
^ Mws to Cksonfeb of nditnga new War, andde- 
^ figning a general Infanre^on throughout the Na- 
^ tion: ' ' . • 

^ And« to''ri|>en thoie Refeltttions^ fome-Per- 
^ Co^ns* weite fern ftonihasnce to Charles Siuart^ with 
^ Letters of Credit, and a confiderable Sum of Moi- 

* iiefj the.'hetter to gain Belief, to give him AfTu- 
^ vance that the ReafonftF why the Nobility, and 
^ Gentry^, and Bulk of the JGngdom of En^and^ 

* whibh) they faid^ were Epifcopal, and of his 

* lormex Party, did not rife with him upon his late 
^ March from S£^o»if:?,' was, becaufe he was be- 
^ lieved to 'have gone uponGronnds difagreeabte 

^ both' ro their Affections and Interefts, and ^Ifo ' 

* to the Good of die Nation^ and inconfiftent with 
< the antisnt Conftitutions both of Chucch and 

* §tate; hut that if he would ^retufn to his former 

* Principles^ to wit. To caflrhimielf totfidly upon 

* hi^ old Party, they would ventuve both their 
f Lives and Fortunes for hia Recovery. 

* This being receiv'd^whh great Acceptftace, and 

^the 
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]j^<4tsa«ffl« \ihn Defi^ refylvpi upon, the Manageffies^ 
•* " « tbca-eof was, tp fee gs fo^owcth : . 

* A Council was. chqfcn of a fclc£l Number, 
^caiW by the tisn^tjof^^- Scaled Kn^l^ who were, 
'iorthc oioftPart, to rcude in;4nd abput London^ 

* aod tokccp.apd mainumlQorri^i^eiw^ with 

* thofc of* thefa- P^arq^^j^pn^J^^J^Wfl within the 

* icYffC^I Farts of the Natipoj^ an| Je9n*municatc 
«tl^ mutual Adyioeg, Counfels, Oriitijs, a^od Re- 

< fplutbns of each, other, which wcr^ liqceflary for 
^ XttCh an. U'pdcrjaki^- ": And there >crc three 
«. Thipgp. which weii?, <;biefly defigneOy. them in 

* thJa/Bwffncfs; . \/^.. .,..;/_ .... 
' . * «• To prepare . im. eiigagc cvj^ry; individual 
4 Man^of their. o^h Panjr; who h^ad.eit^c^ been 
« ia the fm-mer W>rs, or had been a Frjepd Ibere- 
*to, or was UMy.*^^ by reafoii of jJ^iaAJJi^^ 
« Breeding, or pifcontcnts,, to engajs^ %^^^} 

< who, being cnttgeS^ y^txtxo Wv^ ^. their 

* Tenants, and Acfe who ,^cpfj|ide^ tip^ifAdda; 
« and alfo to \vj Dcfigiw fojr the p^jpn^ of Gar^ 
^ fifoAs and Strongrholds« . .. , \, -/ 

^ 2. To raife^ a confiderablo Baypk rfMoaycy to 

* bewiploycd for buying of Arms* i)^T^]ftig («bcr 

< ExMnces tnddent to the Maca^mcattoffe^ a 

< Buhnefi, and for tb^ Mainteiianc^^Foites, as 

< Occafion (hould be j and for |bjs |[o§,poo/. wis 

* .propounded for Engknd alorie,^ beAle^ what ym 
f to hpbad in fP'ajkn for the.raifing wbcreof Frify 

* -Seals wcTCto be fentto feveralPerfqns in j^^^igrf^ 
^ ,. * J, . During the carrying on of tl^s Al^ur ^S«nfrj 
i Stuart was to be maintain^, a*i4\th^efofc a 
* . conftant Contribution of Money wa? tti be eiidea- 
f vouced from fuch of his Friends as Were ablei^^d 
*.th» latter was fo well prpfecutcd Ibyisiidk Agerits 
tvi)xv^h were emfJoyed.th^rein, ih%t .hclia^ M 
f manjr thou&nd Potinds a Yeair paid hifft grom 

* bencc for thefe tbrecTeaxs i^^l \ %h^ ^<^plher 

* Thi^ wer^ to b^ jcarried on, an^m4|n»gel by 
'« the laid Stakd t^noU ^rid fuqb Ag^ntt a» W«»tV 
^.twitenhina and hU>Fricnds lierp. . . . ; - ' 
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' But as previous hereunto, and to make their Inter-reghiua* 
^ Work theninofe eafy and uninterrupted, and the » '^ ^ , 
*'pefign,'they had thu^ engaged in, the more fare ^^^^^^ 

* in theExecution, (which they could not in Reafba 

* but apprehend to have many Difficulties in it, 

* whilft the Nation was iii perfed Peace, and fo 
♦^ much inclined to Settlement and Reft, as beJrtg 
^ weary of the former Cpitimotiohs, that whofo- 
^ ever' fliould begin new Troubles upon any Prc- 
*; tences whatfoever, woiUd be looked upon as ^ 
^ common Enemy; and might pofSbly fina the Ge- 

* nerality of theNadon fo far from joining with 
« them, that they might detlare the contrarv Way^ 
^ as alfo, whllft the Army was iii an united Pofture, 

^ and under its antientCondud, it would be difficult • 

* for them to rife, without heing fuppreficd before 
^ they fhould be able to imbody in any fuch confi- 
>. derahle Number as might give Countenance and 

^ Protection to fuch as fhould join themfelves with 
^ theml they conchided fome Thmgs to. bp ^f^ 

< feSea, lis preceding to, or at leaft c<3jhteiMij6j*^ry 

< wiA, jthc gcnerjj Imuri-e^^^ * '- /^ 

* One Was the AflkfS'natiori of partlbuhir rer-^ 
^; fons^ thereby to beget great Oonfufions and C(Wi^ 
^ tefl, and give Opportumty for all the King*s Vwy 

< to risk; ' There was one Pitzrjdmis weh't ftom 
f hence;to the late King's ddeH Son upon this' Ac- 
f coi^,'then at Parisy and had a Sum of Money 
^ dven him to promote that Attempt; but he, incl 

* y^AifsG^r^ri afterwards joined in that Defign, the 

* Particulars whereof have been heretofore publiOi- 

* ed ^i whereto we Ihall only add what is fincc more 
^. fully come to our Knowledge, to make it mani- 

< fefl that it was not the heady and raifh Refohitton 
« oi Gerard himfelf, but that it was a Part of the 
^ Defign laid by the pretended King, and of thofe 
5 who have the Condu£b of his Affairs ; that lilr 
^ liimfclf fpake to both Pitz-James and Girard 
^ concerning it, and did not bnyr approve thereof 

< but declared that he looked upon it as a mOft he* 
f Of fiary, if not the only. Means to kt all his o- 

*ther 

4 See p. i94i in this Volumob 
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inter-f fgnuflj. « ther Defigns on Motion. It is true, he rcfufed 
"^55* < to fpeak with Major Henjhaw^ who went to Pa- 
^QQ^ZT'^ * '■'^ about the fame Time, or a little before^ con- 

* ccrning the Defign, iand conferred with Prince 

* Rupert concerning it, by Means of one Chockly^ 

* a frenchman j the Prince communicated it to 
' Charles Stuart j who approved of the tJnderta- 

* king, and refolved to fpeak with him therein; but 

* Advertlfemeritcdmingfroni England in the mean 
*'Time, that 'henjhayj was fent frpni lience and 

* employed at Pdrh to abufe them there, he re- 

* fufed afterwards to fee him ^ but refTed on Gerard 

* and Fitz-Jamis^ (o-whom he gave precife Di- 

* rcftions, that ihey (hould not riiake their At- 
. • tempt till all his I^riends were reacly in ^Ehgland^ 

^ There ^vas alfo one hofwel, and ialfo one Pierce^ 

* and fcveral other Perfons employed at other 
^ Times for thofe Affaffinations, who had Jaid the 

* Place and Manner of Execution, SQdtji£ Means 

* wherebvto attempt it^ all the ParticiilaVs where- 

* of would be too large to fet down, ^as it would 

* the feveral gracious rrovidences of ^jQdd in the 

* difappointing of them. 

^ * Another Part of their Defigri was'l^to work up- 

* on the feveral difcontented Huq^ours which they 
*'. obfcrvcd to be ftirring in th^ Nation ; e^mpjo^i^ 

* fitting Inftruments, who might, front ai true Ub- 

* fervation of their Spirits and Prihcmlfe'ii^.'^fall in 

* with aill Manner of difcontented PartieSFJ alpdj^by 
^ proper Mediums, heighten anrf bJoV u|) their 
^ Difcontents, and provoke them to a ^uptHre; 

* laying this for their Maxim, ''D/Vii?^ ef^mfera; 

* the more Parties they could make'v tKe greater 

* Confufions they could bring forth^-^tfie eafier 
^ would their Wotk be: Andj the refore',Yorne they 

* fet up, who might abufe one Sort of Men,' and 

* draw them into Difcontents iipp«i^;teteh<is of 
^ Liberty and the Rights of the freisbdrn I^6p(e of 
^ England^ which they fuppojed wei^^ihfHS^ed by 

* keeping up an Arrtiy, and by infotcirlg^'Taxcs 

* from them, and by not callijjg a.free aq4 lequal 
1 Reprefentatiyc, cboten by all tfee F^opiie^ And, 
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* upon this Subjc(9:, there vf^ fcarce a Day but inters tcgj^m. 

* fomc Pamphlet or other came forth In Print, ^^55^ 

* called Declarations^ fitind,^ printed^ and puhlijh^d ^"q^J^Z*^ 

* by the King^s Party ; fome whereof are now in 

* Prifon, who appeared not in it themfeives, Vut 

* employed other Inftrumcnts.- And they found 

* yohn Ivildmany ^nd fome others of the like Prin- 
' ciples, moft fitting In ftru men ts for managing tb^t 

* Part, of crying fof Liberty, as thofe who might 

* do it, as they imagined," without the leaft Su- 
' fpicion of being thought to correfpond therein 

* with the old Enemy, or of having Intentions to 

* promo^ his Caufe and Intereft. And thierefore 

* thefe were to carry on aDefisrn, which fliouldp 

* in outward Appearance, be diferent from the o- 

* ther^ altho' in Truth it carpe from the fame Root, 

* and was direSed to the fame End; and to this 

* Purpofe they had continual Meetings with fuch 

* as they judged to be like themfeives, and of the 

* fame Mind with them ; and though they them- 

* felyes had turned their Backs upon thatProfeflion 

* of Chfljf and the Gofpel, which they had once 

* made, and were become loofe in their Converfa- 

* tion,,and atheiftical in their Principles ; yet they 

* found Means, by reafon of their having been en*- 

* gaged on this Paurt, to infin^atc into, communis 
•cate with, and deeply influence, fome particular 

* Perfons, otherwife, as we hope, well minded, 

* in Deiigns againft the Govevnment, partly uppa 

* Pretences of Liberty, and partly upon Suppofi- 
^ tion of having a more pure Adminiftradon of 
'.Things ; upon which Subjeil like wife piany.Pa- 

* pers were printed and difperfed at the fame Time, 

* and many others were in Preparation. 

' • And Iftldman had brought his Part to fuch 
' Maturity, that he wanted very little but the open 

* declaripg himfelf in Arms; having, in Effed, 

* finiflied the Declaration which was to be ptiblifli- 

* cd upon that Occafion, as appears by thie Decla- 

* ration itfclf "; 'but it pleafed God to prevent it by 

' . 'bis ' 

J> ft bore this iTitle, ^be Declaration of the free and iueH-af- 
ft&ed Petplk tfjT'EngUnA, mi» in Arm againptbt Tyrant Oliver 
CvpfiiweU^ £/f i *^ ** pcinted at large in Wbitiochi's Mtmoriais, 
p. 6oo. 
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44^ Tbi Parlwimtgry jHijfToay 

his fiidckfi and.urie^ipe^ed ApBQ^h<B;ii^wH^ ^tkldt 
PfclamtioA before i>iiii) j^iiV^S/h^ fi^ <li^WK ' 

Tioie ^ hf Afui^ nbaf5t()$c^red him&lft MA 
fully jM\fwer. $hc Ri^9t ^ffoefd J>y thp RpyAl 

ftfiCf&iT^'^'^t kaft^tor ^«<iRCf>eipa^7(irkk tbeir 
intended lafurnr^ioos wa$y that.PjNlt of ^h^cjl^^ 
my ixi ScstUm4 ihould have infP|tiiv9^r/p(S<i9^ 
their Generals, throwfi ojf ^tix^.Qg^^f^^r^ 
lurched up toJLfindm under it)ieJQ9mm|^|d of 
Majpr'' General Ovirfpf^ % who^,w^c4^%"^for 
dm Purpofey leaving the reftofiknt 4^|; ^«^ 
already under great D^fccmr^gefm^^ j^jrlcf^fea 
of' their late hard. Seryic^.and fo^ iVi^^ani^.c^Pjf^ 
to be devoured by the S^fis ^^A^^t^:^y^m a^ ' 
Garrifbnsy If tely ere(3ed at |h« V'^ftcQ^^r^gefrf' 
this Commonweakb, to jl^ pf^ij^^ J^.abeaj 
there being noPo£bility..^ (?>fl<^9^g^t%9ai 
timely and feafonable Sappdi^^.i|i:j[iiati Time^/Of 
Trouble as muft neceiTarily enfue &kc^ JifiStxn^i 
and thofe who were made lue^y.;^ bijing 19 fi|i6, 
were the Levellers, and alfo ibme.pt^i;:^ w}{a,fii^ 
not^ as we hope, intend to ferve the j^ten^of 

r In thorite % Stan Pajters, (Vol, III. Jl^rfimJ ffta^m. U 
ntdc of the fevertl Perfons, both Cavaliers and li^Hi^ 'iPp* 
heiAitd on jccount of thit Plot : There tfe alfo ^'dbt'CoOsillwi 
Gffiv^ of Umt% ioCorocpted bf Goiefal JITmmU .ut ^evc^Wj 
aiaoftgft thpfe f<«and in Owcirft^'f Pocket-BoQl:, ^h^b^ tha j§»Ufirjiif 
Vcrifii in hia own Hand writing : 

jfProtgffor^ what's that F *Tissfiatel^TJN0g', ^ 
*• ^ateonffJkthitfilfhtittltjIftevfaKttig^'"' ^^' 

Or 4 ^r^i Faribingjtofsp'dvnth Kiwi,^m£/piimp^ 
JkBMity that Jhims^^^a loud CrywitimmiWkdt^ 
:'■ Npt Perilluf iwr Pliatarit, imt the Bulk • ~ ^ * 1 

fit Mutt'tnd of « ^*rrf/ la fh Sh^pf ff^jSif^j^ . . 

Mita/Bterfeif Piece that woedemfj^ fieiot 

JtColden JEjtgtes^itB a Coffer Nofi* ' " '-• * ^ 

r , in fintf- he is one we may Prokeaor calt^ 

- ^rm Vfbm the ^Gng of^lC^t frvttit uimU* ' ^ 

^hiUriOamdirii (VoLTl. p. 5$i» ^fififHi^wS^ihiM^ 
OjHtil^^tlieCrowids, Mottvw, and CoiOrtiiieMM of Oua Intend 
titn of tbt Kins*t Pacty. 



c ' 
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Ch^rla Sfu^rt. But it is clear, that thejr treri in^ intcr-i^inuii; ' 
fluenced iwid drivfen dn bf thrift, beitig matfe to 
believe bftll^Einii&Hes of the prel^Did^d Kin^ ^ 
Wolves^ in SR^pstJlcfthmg, that that Pirt bf the' 
Army dftiighied for the Revoh, would, undei^ th^' 
Candu£k afofefrid^ ^do^mu^h for the carryihg oil 
their BufiiiefT; lidt forttttik^ ftat die Army /be- 
ing thui divided and engaged^ agaihil itjrelf,it may 
be even tbffiood,' would beeome a Pirey to th* ' 
Enemy, arid; yield up this glorious Caufeattdthfe 
good F^^c^e of this i^ind into their Ha^ 

• Theft were fomedfthofe Methods which oiit 
Ehemles made uft <)f to prepare their Way to 
chdr grahd Defign ; others they had of lef&r 
Moment; whtdi wc fliall notTpend ourTiine in 
rehearlihg; nor iOiall' we, in exprcfs Terms, lay 
to their Charge 'the firarming of thofc Jcfuifei 
which are no vir croaking artibngft us, turning 
themfelves ihto all Forms and Shapes to deceive 
and (educe Men from the Truth, according as 
they find the Bents-, Inclinations, and Principles 
of Men to be. 

^ It is not only tommooly obferved, but there 
remaif^k with us femewhat in Proof, that Jeftiits 
have been found aihorigft fdme difcontaited Par- 
ties of this Nation^ who are obferved to quarrel 
and fall put with every l^orm of Adminiftratiori^ 
etiher. in. Church or State ; whether th«ie £mif- : 
finiesof the Chonrh of Reme are come hidier 
by Courtfel from Charles Stuart:, we will not npw^/ 
examine^ this is certain, as the continual 
Troubles and UiiTettleoient, bccafionedby his 
Party herjp, opens the Door for the Entrance in 
of thofe" unclean Spirits y fo his Agents make 
Ufe of them tia ai^vance one Part of his Work, 
to wit, the fomenting and maintaining of Parties 
and FaSiciiife ampngft lis. . _ \y 

< And that they might the lietter know \what 

Diredions ^g(ve, »itd what Me^ns they were to 
ufe from'Wftfe to Time fot iilffuencihgthe afore- 
faid Partiesy.^iidvriving^t their J£nds, thefe fol-^ 
IqyBBaJnftruQigins wi^re givfAi aioongft.otl^yff 
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laur-rtgnum. « Things to fomc of their Agents : Tbcy were 
1^,, !f^ j!,,_ ^ • to inform thcrafelvcs, 
oaobcr, '• ' What the prcfcnt Strength of the Army in 

^ England^ Scotland^ and Ireland is ; by whom 

* commanded ; who have the chief Intereft in them, 

* and how they and their Officers are aftded ? 

2. *■ What are the principal Garrifons, trpecial- 

* \y Ports ; how manned, and of what Strength ; 

* and which arc the eafieft to be gain'd, either by 

* Force or Treachery ? 

3. f What the prefent Strength is at Sea ; and 
^ how intended to be fettled for the future t 

4» *' What the conftant Revenues, and conftant 
^ Expences of the Commonwealth are; how much 
' the one exceeds the other ; and, if the Expences 

* be greater, by what Means the Overplus is fap- 

* plied f 

5. * What is the Condition of Trade, whether 

* much decay'd ; and what Confequences that may 

* draw i 

6. ' Whether the Proteflor be abiblute in his 

* Power, or forced to comply with others, who 

* are his chiefeft Friends or Enemies^ and who 
^ have at prefent the greateft Power in England i 

how the People and Army ftand afield to the 

* new Government and Perfon of the Prote^Sor? 

. 7* ^ what Parties and Faxons are now on 

* Foot; what their Strength, Principles, and Indi* 
^' nations as to the prefent Government, or a Con- 

* junction with the King; and who are their chief 
' Leaders ? 

8. « What be the prefent Defigns of the Pro- 

* tedor and the Governing Party, as to War or 

* Peace with foreign Nations? 

9. < What is done in England or Scotland to« 

* wards the Redudipn of the King's Party in the 

* Highlands ? 

^ Thefe Inftrudions do further Ihew what that 

* Party was doing here amongft us. 

' Whilft thefe Engines.were at Work, the Ene- 

* my doth all they can to ripen their Defign of a 

* general Rifing ; and that aU might be ready at 

' once, 
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bnce, Agents to that Purpofe are employed in inter-regnuih* 
the feveral Parts of the Nation, and every one's '^55' 
particular Station appointed to them ; fome for 
the Weft, others for the North, others for the 
Eaft, others for Surrey^ Kent^ &c. and others 
for If^ales ; their Work was to fpeak with fuch 
Perfons as were likely to join with them, and, if 
they accepted, to acquaint them with what Re- 
folutions were taken for the carrying on the De- 
fign, and the Time for the Execution thereof, 
with what elfe related thereto. 
' One chief Part thereof was upon the City of 
London ; where great Endeavours vvere ufed tc> 
engage the Youth, Apprentices, and commori 
Sort of Men, who might be able to raife Com- 
buftions, by firing the City or otherwife, thereby 
to prevent their appearing in Arms againft them; 

* Privy Seals Were fent unto feveral Perfons for 
raifing of Money for managing this Work, and 
Treafurers appointed for receiving the fame, and 
feveral very confiderable Sums paid in, a Part 
whereof was difcovered and feized upon. 

* Great Quantities of Arms, and other Pi-ovi- 
fions of War, efpegially for Horfemen, were 
bought ; many whereof were fent into the re- 
fpective Counties, and lodged ift the Handd of 
Perfons engaged in this Defign ; fome we feized 
upon in the Country, and fome in their Maga- 
zine in London, Commiffiotis were alfo fent in 
great Numbers from Charles Stuart ^ and deliver- 
ed to feveral of his Party, to raife Horfe and 
Footi Befides, they had been foUiciting foreigil 
Princes to give them AiSftance of Men and Mo- 
ney to invade this Country ; whom although they 
found not very forward in undertaking any fuch 
Enterprize, untill fome Sea Town of Strength 
could be put into their Hands, yet they did pro- 
cure fome Sums of Money from them ; and were 
not without good Affurances of further Aid, both 
of Men and Money, when they could fecure 
them a Place of Landing and Retreat. 

Vol. XX. F f ' Things 
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Inter-regnom. » Things being thus prepared, and a full Ac- 

**5S' « count thereof given to their pretended King, al- 

^*^^|^J^ • though he was very defirqus to have come at- 

* tended with fomc foreign Aids, yet, feeing his 

* Party to be in fo good a Readinefs, he encoura- 
^ ged them to proceed to the Execution, and pro- 

* mifed them to he in fome convenient Place not 

* far diftant, at fuch Time as they fliould let 

* him know the particular Day agreed upon by 

* them for making their Attempt, to come over 

* hither as he ihould find his Opportunity. 

' The Letter he writ to his Party on this Oc- 

* cafion is as followeth : 

July i6, 1654. 

rOU ivill eafily believe that I am very well plea- 
fed to hear how careful and foltcitous you are 
for my Concernments^ and of the Courfe you refolve 
to take. The Truth isy I have been fo tender of 
my Friends^ that 1 have deferred to call upon them 
to appear^ till I could find niyfelf able to, give them 
fiobd Encouragement from abroad \ but fince I find 
that comes on fo flowly^ I will no longer reftrain 
ihofe Affe^ions which I mofl defire to be beholden to ; 
and 1 have Reafon td believe^ that if they^ who 
wijh one and the fame Things knew each other's 
Mind^ the Work would be done without any Diffi- 
culty \ and if there were any handfome Appearance 
in any one rlace^ the rejl would not fit Jiill ; and 
I am perfuaded I Jhould then find Supplies from 
thofe who are yet afraid to offer them : However y 
I am fure^ I would ifiyfelf be with thofe who fir ft 
Wefl)^d for me ; and^ to that Purpofe^ I will keep 
myfelf within a reafonable Dijlance. 

Confult with thofe you dare trufiy andy if you 
are ready ^ agree upon a Time^ and you cannot pro-- 
fhife yourf elves any Thing you will be dif appointed in ^ 
and which is in the Power of 

Your affeftionate Friend, 

CHARLES K. 

« After 
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* After the Receipt of this Letter, their Affairs intcr-re^nuiii; 

* grew apace unto Ripenefs ; and they found their 

* Party fo urianimoufly and univerfally refolved, and 

* every Thing fo agreeable to thieir Wifhes, that 

* (as feveral of the Perfons acknowledged after- 

* wards upon their Examinations) they thought it 

* impoffible for us, though they ifhould fully ac- 

* quaint us with the whole Cohtrivenlents, to pre- 

* vent their Defigns, 

' And now, whereas fome of them werb of Opi- 

* nion, that they ihould take in fome Perfons whd 

* had been for the Parliament, ^nd were difcon- 

* tented, to make their Bufinefs the furer, it was 

* denied by others of them upon this Reafon, That 

* feeing they, had no Need of them, as their Af- 
^ fairs now flood, it would be prejudicial to his Ma- 

* jefty's Service and their conimori Intcreft, to take 

* in Perfons whom they fliould be afterwards trou- 

* bled to get rid of; by which may be feen the 
^ Confidence they had of the Succefs bf their Uri- 
^ dertaking. 

, ' As for the Time of executing what had beeni 

* in their Apprehenfioh, thus furely laid, they va- 

* ried their Counfels in that Particular, according 

* as they found the Opportunities for the fame to 

* be more or lefs advantageous. They once refol- 

* ved to take the Occafion of Horfe-Races, which 

* they had appointed in feveral Places for that Pur- 

* pofe ; whither they and their Servants (hould 

* have come well hors'd and arm'd, and fo have 

* declared themfelves ; but they were prevented 

* therein by the Prohibition of Horfe-Races. 

« Another Time which was by them agreed up- 
^ on (although they were fomevj^hat impatient oi 

* fo long Stay) was at the Rifirig of the laft Par- 

* iiament ; for obferving that a great Part of the 
^ Army was infified upon, in Parliament, to be dif- 

* banded j a Thing moft defired by, as of mofl: 
^ Ufe to, the Enemy, Who concluded. That if the 

* Army was down, nothing elfe could ftand in theit 

* Way : And that we were hot likely, in Reafon^ 

* to confent thereto, in refpeft of the Knowledge 

F f 2 . * Wrf 
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* we had of their whole Defign, feveral Pcr-» 
' Tons being then apprehended as guilty of that 

* Contrivance, and divers Arms feiaxd on in the 

* Hands of their FaSors; they did hope by impro- 

* ving that and feveral other Opportunities of 

* Difcontent, which might fall out during that 
' Time, that the Parliament might rife with Dif- 

* fatisfaction, by the Means whereof their Defign 

* would be much advanced, and therefore got all 

* Thlnirs in Readinefs againft fuch a JunSure of 

* Affairs: But it having pleafed God to make fome 

* farther notable Difcovery to Us of this Confpira- 

* Q)\ and of the particular Perfons engaged therein; 
' the fcizinix ^omQ of them, both here and in the 

* feveral Counties, together with the bringing over 

* 3CC0 Foot and 6co Horfe out of Ireland^ did 
' pi event them at that Time; and in a great Mea- 

* fure difceartenM their Party to fee many of them 

* fecureJ, who were lelicd upon for the Manage- 

* mcnt of this Affair. 

* But Charles ^tuart having, according to his 

* Promife, renioved himfclf from Cologn into Zea- 

* land^ on purrofe to attend this Rifing, and to 

* come hither in Pcrfnn, fb foon as he (hould un- 

* derftand that it took Effect according to his De- 

* fires ; and the Lord /i^/Zw^/, Major- General Wag- 
^ Jioff^ O'Neal^ 2ind feveral others of that Party, 

* being come actually over hither to condu£k and 

* lead the Defign, and appointed to their feveral 

* Ports in the Nation, they agreed to make their 

* Attempt upon the 12th of March y 1654; which 

* they did accordingly, 

* And obferving that the Body of the Army, efpe- 

* cially the Foot, lay about London^ they defigned 

* to rife firrt in the Weft, JVaUs^ the North, and 

* other remote Parts of the Nation, hoping there- 

* by to draw the Army, or a great Part of it, from 

* hence ; whereupon Kenty Surrey ^ and their Party 

* in London^ were to rife, and fo make themfelves 

* not only Matters of the City, but form them into 

* confiderable Bodies. By the Perfons they had 

* engaged, they reckoned upon 8000 in the North, 

* and 
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* and not fewer out of the Weft; and the Number later-regnmn, 

* which fhould rife in thefe Parts, when the Army *^S5 

* fhould Jiave Jeft it, to exceed both, The Gar- ^^— '*v*^ 

* rifons and ftrong Places they intended firft to fur- ^^^^* 

* prize and feize upon were Port/mouthy Plymouthy 

* Tork^ Hull^ NewcajHe^ Tinmouth^ Chefter^ Shrewf- 

* bury J Yarmouth f Lynn^ and Bo ft on \ as alfo to pof- 
*.fefs themfelves of the Ifle of Ely. The Forces 

* in the Weft were to have been commanded by 

* the Duke of York ; and thofe in the North, by 

* the Lord Wilmoty whom they call the Earl of 

* Rochejier. ' 

* What Ifllie it pleafed the Lord to bring this 

' great and general Defjgn to, no Man is ignorant. ' 

' The Inlurreftion in the Weft was bold and 

* dangerous in itfelf ; and had, in all Likelihood, 

* increafed to great Numbers of Horfe and Foot by 

* the Conjunction of others of their own Party, be- 

* fides fuch foreign Forces as, in cafe of their Sue- 

* cefs, and feizing upon fome Place of Strength, 

* were to have landed in thofe Parts, had they not 

* been prevented by the Motion of fome Troops, 
< and Diligence of the Officers in apprehending 

* divers of that Party a few Days before; and alfo 

* been clofely purfued by fome of our Forces ; and, 

* in the Conclufion, fuppreifed by a Handful of 
^ Men, through the great Goodnefs of God, 

* That of Itorkjhirey which trie £.nemy rnoft re- 
^ lied upon, fell far (hort of their Expectation, in 

* refpeil that pur Forces, by their marching up and 

* down in the Country, and fome of them provi- 

* dentially, at that Time, removing their V^ar- 

* ters near to the Place of Rendezvous, gave them 

* no Opportunity to aflemble, and therefore thofe 

* of them, which came to the Rendezvous at ticjfa^ 

* Moory under the Conduct of the Loid IVilmot^ 

* with an Intention to lurprize York^ and fo form'd 

* themfelvea into an Arm) , feparated and run away 
^ in great Confufion and Diiorder; as did alio thofe 

F f 3 * who. 

s .He was fo created-hy King Charles II. at Paris, in 1654, up<n\ 
bis being feat, on his Majeity's Behalf^ to the Diet at RatUbon, 
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Inter-rfsgttum. « who Were rendezvoufed near Morpeth to furprizs 
^f 55- < NewcaftU ; being, by the fame Providence, dif- 
^^^^^ * appointed, by the coming of 300 Foot from 

* Berwicky ordered thither for the Security of that 
« Place. 

* Thofe in North- Wales and Shropjhire^ Part of 

* which were defigned to furprize and poilefs 
f Shrewjbury Town and Caftle; fome of the chief 

* Perfons being difcovered and apprehended, the 

* reft fled. 

* At Rufford^ Abbey y in Nottinghamfifirey was 

* another Place appointed for a Rendezvous; where 
f about 500 Horfe met, and had with them in the 

* Field a Cart-Load of Horfe- Arms, to arm fuch 

* as (hould come to them ; but, upon a fudden, a 

* great Fear fell upon them, infomuch that they 

* left their Arms in the open Field, and every Man 

* ihifted for himfelf. There were other fmaller 

* Parties, as in the City of Chejier^ who defign'd 
f the Surprize of the Caftle there, and alfo in Staf- 
^fordjhirey with divers other Places in the Nation; 

* but they failing in their Expeftations, were dif- 

* couraged for that Time, 

* And thus, by the Goodnefs of God, firft dif- 

* covering and bringing to Light thefe hidden 
f Works of Darknefs, and afterwards, in putting 
f Fear into the Hearts of thefe Men, that their 
' Hands could not execute what they had contriv'd, 

* the greateft and moff dangerous Defign, not only 

* for the involving us in Blood and Cdnfuiion here 
? at home, but expofing of us unto the Will of Fo- 
f reigners, hath been defeated and brought to no- 
^ thing; and this cruel and bloody Enemy put un- 
< der as great and fignal Difappointments as any 

* Age can produce an Example of; it being aThing 

* they had fet their Hearts upon, and was die Work 
^ of almoft four Years Contrivenient. 

* And now all Men would have expeded that, 
« either through the Senfc of God's Hand a-new 

* lifted up agai^ft them, or the other Difcouragc- 
^ ments they had met with in this their grand Un- 
\ dertaking, they would have been weary of any 

* further 
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^ further Attempts of this Kind, and have forfaken lnter-regn«im 
that Caufe and Intereft which hatb brought fo 1655. 

* many of them to Ruin : But fo little hath thcfe 

* Things wrought upon them, that fomc of them, 

* when they ran away from their Rendezvous, did 

* it with a Refolution to take a better Opportu- 

* nity, when the Government, in Confidence of 

* the prefent Succefs, fhould be fecure and lefs 

* aware of them ; and they are at this very Day at 

* work upon other Defigns, both here and in Scot- 

* land^ and are endeavouring to procure Supplies 

* of Men and Money from foreign States, to begin 

* new Troubles and Rebellions amongft us; fome 

* Agents being fent from hence for that Purpofe 

* this laft Summer. 

* We (hall not need to make any Application of 

* what hath been faid. It is plain to every one thac 

* is not blinded with Prejudice, that thefe Men are 

* reftlefs in their Defigns, and are the Caufes of 

* all our Trouble and Unfettlement, and will leave 

* no Stone unturned to render vain and fruitlefs all 
^ that Blood which hath been fpilt to reftore our 

* Liberties ; and the Hopes we have conceived of 

* feeing this poor Nation fettled and reformed from 
^ that Spirit of Profanenefs which thefe Men do 

* keep up and countenance, in Contempt of all 

* Law and Authority j and therefore we thus ar- 

* gued, that unlefs we would give up the Caufe fa 

* long contended for, and the Lives, Liberties, and 

* Comforts of all the Well-afFeded of thefe three 

* Nations into their Hands, or leave them expqfed 

* to their continual Attempts, the Peace and 

* common Concernments of this Commopwealth. 

* muft be otherwife fecured and provided for, than 

* at prefent they were 5 that this w^s not to be 

* done without raifing additional Forces 5 that the 
< Charge of thofe Forces ought not to be put upon 

* the good People, who have home the Heat and 

* Burden of the Day ; but upon thofe who have 

* been, and are, the Occafion of all our Danger. 

• Upon thefe Grounds we have been neceflitated 
^ to ereft a nevy and ftandins Militia of Horfe ia 

'all 
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Inter-reenum. * all the Countics of England^ under fuch Pay as 

'^55* * might be Mrithout Burden to the Peaceable and 

^TT^CT"*^ * Well -affected, and be a fitting Encouragement to 

* the Officers and Soldiers, that they might not go 

* to War at their own Charge ; and therefore we 

* have thought fit to lay the Burden of maintaining 

* of thefc Forces, and fome other public Charges 

* which are occafioned by them, upon thofe who 

* have been engaged in the late Wars againft the 

* State, having Refpefl:, notwithftanding, therein 

* to fuch of them as are not able to undergo that 
^ Charge. 

* It may perhaps be efteemed great Severity tq 

* tax the whole Party, when there hath been, in 

* refpe<Sl of the general Number, but few convicted 

* by Trial, or detefled by Tefti monies, to have 

* been in thofe Defigns. 

* It is true, the Proofs and Teftimonies ^o not 

* extend to charge every individual Man, which 

* will fall under this Burden, with any explicit 

* acting, contriving, or defigning for the Difturb- 

* ancc of the Peace ; if that had been the Cafe, 
f their whole Eftates, by the ordinary Proceedings 

< of the Law had been confifcated: But we do ap- 

* peal to all indifferent Men, who will weigh and 
f confider the preceding Narrative, and the Con- 

* texture. Frame, and Circumftances of this De- 

* fign, whether the Party were not generally in- 

* volved in this Bufmefs; and, in Reafon, to be 
^ charged with it. 

' It is certain here was the Caufe and Quarrel of 

* the pretended King once more brought upon the 
f Stage by his Followers ; who, for that Purpofc, 
^ was come into the Low^Countries^ ready to em- 

< bark for England^ upon the firft Notice of Suc- 
^ cei's; which no Man will believe he would have 

* put himfelf upon, in the Eye and Face of the 

< World, if thofe who fhewed themfelves in Arms 

* were to have no other Seconds than what appear- 

* ed j nor will it be imagined, that thofe of his 

* Party who came over hither upon that Errand, as 
f the Lord Pf^tlmot and Wagjiaff^ and others, would 

' have 
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^ liavc run fo great Hazard upon fo weak Grounds ; Inter- regnurn. 

* or that thofe Gentlemen, who did aftually rife, *^55« 

* icould fuppofe that the Army then in being would ^"^^J^C**^" 
^ be fo eafily over-run with much more confider* 

* able Forces than wer?,vifible ; neither can it be . 

* prefumed, that thePerfons, chiefly relied upon for 

* the Conduct and Management of this Affair, and 
^ who doubtlefs want no Credit with that Party, 

* would have entered into this Engagement alone, 

' Great Sums of Money were colletSled and fent 

* over to the pretended King, and furniftied alfo 
^ for this Defign ; which we cannot think came out 

* of a few Hands. 

'At this Time this Party were obfervcd to be 

* together, to keep -their Meetings apart from 
^ others, to withdraw themfelves in their ordinary 

* Converfation, and to carry it with a more than 

* ufual Confidence againft the Well- affected of the 

* Nation, as Men under great Hopes of a fudden 

* Change; which many of them did not forbear to 

* make their Boafts of. 

* The Time when this Attempt was made, is 

* likewife obferv^ble : It was when nothing but a 

* well-form'd Power could hope to put us into Dif- 

* order ; Scotland and Ireland being perfectly re- 

* duced ; Differences with moft Neighbour Na- 

* tions compofed ; our Forces both by Sea and 

* Land in Order and Confiftency ; the firft Bud- 

* ding of thefe Imbroilments feafonably detected, 
^ and many of the engaged Perfons apprehended ; 

* Notice given of the enfuing Danger to the whole 
f Nation ; Forces then drawn from Scotland and 
f Ireland^ for theDifanimation of thefe Contrivan- 

* ces ; and yet, after all this, the wakeful Eye of 
^ an Army, of whofe Virtue there had been fome 

* Proof in Times paft, could by no Means difcou- 

* rage them from proceeding in this Attempt, nor • 
' fruftrate this Rifmg in feveral Parts of the Nation 

fat one and the fame Time : Thefe Things alone 

* arc enough to fatisfy that thefe Troubles were 

* the Fruit of great Deliberation and Confent, and 

* that they fell not out by Chance, or as the raftx 

« Un- 
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* Undertakings offomefew inconfiderablePerfonft; 

* But we need not fpend Time upon this Subjecly 

* believing that every one doth readily concur with 

* us, that this Defign was general, and levelled 
^ againd all thofe who had, upon any Account 

* whatfoever, adhered to and owned this Caufe. 

* This then being the Cafe, we have, in our 
' own Judgment, fuch clear and convincing 

* Grounds to juftify our Proceedings with thofc 
< Men which could fcarcely be expedled in Cafes 

* of fccret Treafons and Confpiraces, a bare Cor- 

* refpondency wherein hath been always accounted 

* Capital: And if the Supreme Magiftrate were in 
^ thefe Cafes tied up to the ordinary Rules, and 

* had not a Liberty to proceed, upon Illuftrations 

* of Reafon, againft thofe who are continually fu- 

* fpe<5led, there would be wanting, in fuch a State, 

* the Means of common Safety ; Confpiracies could 

* never be prevented, nor would the Precipitations 

* of our Enemies, from one mifchievous Defiga 

* to another, ever hurt them. 

* Befides, admit that fome of that Party were as 

* innocent, as they would now have it believed 

* they were, enough hath been done by their Fei- 
' lows in a common Caufe (which hardly any of 

* them know how to difown, which they love, 

* and of which they glory) to draw the whole 

* Party under a juft Sufpicion, and the Confe- 

* quences thereof. All that are peaceably- minded 

* in the Nation are ready to fay, Thefe are the 

* Men of whom we go in Danger ; and certainly 

* it is both juft and neceflary that all thofe, of 

* whom the People have Reafon to be afraid, (not 

* only as their profefs'd Enemies, but alfo nume- 

* rous) fliould pay for fecuring the State againft 

* that Danger which they are the Authors of. 

* And former Times have held this Way of 

* Proceeding juft and reafonable, of which we 
^ could give many pregnant Inftances, as well in 

* this as in other Nations, fome of which were 
f-done in the Memory of feveral Perfons now li- 
\ ving : And the Reafons why States may proceed 
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^ in this Manner, is, becaufe that which is intend- inter-rcgnum, 

ed to be exemplary, for the terrifyiilg Men frorn '^55* 
' fuch Attempts for the future, will nototherways ^"o^^^^ 

* be proportionable to the Danger of the paft Of^ 

* fence ; and fo the public Power can never be fe?. 
^ cure, whofe Safety is the People's, but will be 

* always expofed to the fame Mifchief and Har 

* zards. 

' It is a Trouble to us to be ftill rubbing upon 

* the old Sore, difobliging thofe whom we hoped 

* Time and Patience might make Friends ; but 
we can, with Comfort, appeal to God, and dare 

* alfo to their own Confciences, whether this Way 

* of proceeding with them hath been the Matter 
^ of our Choice, or that which we have fought an 

* Occafion for j or whether, contrary to our own 

* Inclinations, and the conftant Courle of our Car- 

* riage towards them (which hath, been to oblige 

* them by Kindnefs to forfake their former Prin- 

* ciples, which God hath fo often and fo eminently 

* born witnefs againft) we have not been conftrain- 
^ ed and neceflitated hereunto; and, without the 
^ doing whereof^ we (hould have been wanting to 
^ our Duty to God and thefe Nations. 

' That Charafter of Difference between them 

* and the reft of the People, which is now put up- 
^ on them, is occafioned by themfelves, not by us; 

* there is nothing they have more induftrioufly la- 
boured in than this. To keep themfelves feparated 

^ and diftinguifti'd from the well-jifFefted of this 

* Nation; to which End they have kept their Con- 
< verfation a-part, as if they would avoid the very 

* Beginning of Union ; have bred and educated 
f their Children by the fequeftred and ejefted Cler- 

* gy, and very much confined their Marriages and 
f Alliances within their own Party, as if they 

* meant to entail their Quarrel, and prevent the 

* Means to reconcile Pofterityj which, with the 
f great Pains they take upon all Occafions to leflen 

* and fupprefs the Efteem and Honour of the Eng- 
^ lijh Nation, in all their A£^ions and Undertakings 
f abroad, ftriving withal to make other Nations 

•diftinguifh 
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Inter-repiam. * diftinguifli their Intereft from it, gives us ground 
. 1655. « to judge that they have feparated themfelves from 

*— *v—*' * the Body of the Nation : And, therefore, we leave 
oaobcr, « j^ ^^ ^jj ^lankind to judge, whether we ought not 

* to be timely jealous of that Separation, and to 

* proceed fo againft them, as they itiay be at the 

* Charge of thofe Remedies which are required a- 

* gainft the Dangers they ha^ve bred. 

* But if there be yet any Perfon that hath been 

* of that Party, who will be exempted from this 

* Confederacy, and the Inconveniences depending 

* thereupon, that can fay, in Truth, he hath changed 

* his Interett, was wholly free from the aforefaid 

* Defign, and fhew, by good Works preceding 

* the late Infurrecftion, a Difclaimer of his former 

* Courfe and Converfation, (the fureft Chara<5lers 

* in this Cafe, of a Perfon fatisfied with the IVou- 

* bles of the Time paft, and meaning for the future 

* to live quietly) upon making it appear, he (hall 

* be dealt with according to his Integrity; or if a- 

* ny of that Party, being yet fenfible of the Error 

* of their Way, (hall change and forfake their for- 

* mer Intereft, and give real Demonftrations there* 

* of, we Ihall much more efteem of their Refor- 

* mation, than defire their Harm or Prejudice. In 

* the mean Time, we do afllire ourfelves, that the 

* Good and well-affedled of the Land, for whofe 

* Sake we have chiefly publilhed thefe Things, 

* that they may know the Grounds on which we 

* do proceed towards their Prefervation, will re- 

* ceive Encouragement hereby ; and enjoy, with 

* Love and Unity amongft themfelves, the Fruity 

* and Effefts of that common Intereft which they 

* have long purfued ; and hot fufFer themfelves to 

* be divided, by any Artifices whatfoever, into Par- 

* ties and Factions one againft the other, whereof 

* the Enemy hath made great Advantages, to keep 

* us from that Settlement and Reformation, which 

* every good Man longs for, and the Want whereof 
f doth greatly provoke the Lord againft us. 

HENRY SCOBELL, 
Clerk of the Council, 

Lor4 
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Lord Clarendon informs us "*, « That the fore- inter-regnum* 
going Declaration was fent to the King, then at ' ^^ 
Calognt^ where his Majefty caufed an Anfwer to November, 
be made to it upon the Grounds that were laid 
down in it, and as if it were done by one who had ^jjich was an* 
been always of the Parliament's Side, and whofwercd by the 
was well pleafed to fee the Cavaliers reduced to ^^"S'*' ^«'^"* 
that Extremity ; but with fuch Refle<Stions upon 
the Tyranny that was exercifed over the King- 
dom by CromwelFs Major -Generals, and upon the 
Foulnefs of the Breach of Ttuft the Protestor was 
guilty of, that it obliged all the Nation to look 
upon him as a delegable Enemy, who was to be 
removed by any Way that ofFer'd itfelf.' 

In order to exhibit as compleat a View as pof- 
fibly we can, of the Unconftitutional Powers thcfe 
Major- Generals were inverted with by Cromwell 
and his Council, we (hall give an Abftradi: of their 
Inftruitions and Orders, as publiftied by Authori- 
ty ". Hereby they were authorized, 

I* * To endeavour the fuppreffing all Tumults, The Inftmaion* 
Infurredions, Rebellion, or other unlawful Af-£^;;?/°^^r^;^; 
femblies, within their refpedive Provinces, as al- Ceneralsj 
To all Invafions from abroad ; and to thatPurpofe to 
draw together their Forces or Troops °, and march 
to fuch Places as they ihould judge convenient, in 
England and Wales, 

2. ' To take Care and give Order, That all 
Papifts, and others who had been in Arms againfl 

the 

m Uifiory, Vol. VI, p. 57Z. 

ft Mercuriuz Polittcus, N^. 288, 89, 90. Public IiUelligencer^ 

N®, 13. NouvelUs Ordinairtt det LMdreSt N^, 492, 3. 

o Thefe Forces confifled of Horfe and Foot, who were to have 
a certain Salary conftantly paid, and not to be called upon to fcrve 
but upon eihergent OccaHorts, and then to attend fo many Days 
at their own Charge ; and, if they f^aid longer^ they were to be 
under the fame Pay with the Army ; but independent upon the 
Officers thereof, and only to obey their Major-General. A Horfe- 
itian had eight Pounds a- year, for which he was to be ready with 
his Horfe, if *he Mras callM upon ; if he was not, he might attend 
his own Affairs. By this Means Cromwell had a fccond Army in 
View, powerful enough to QOfttrolc the firft, if they at any Time 
defcrr*d to be fufpe^^ed* Clarendon, Vol, VL p# 585. 
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Ijiter.retiium. the Parliament, or aflifted the late King or his Sort 
ff^^' in the late Wars, as alfo all others who were dan- 

Novemberw Z^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Pcace of the Nation, might be dif- 
armed, and their Arms fecured in (bme adjacent 
Garrifons, or otherwife difpofed of, for the pub- 
lic Service. 

3. * To the end that the Highways and Roads 
might be more fafe for Travellers, and the many 
Robberies and Burglaries, daily committed, prevent- 
ed, thefe Major-Generals, their Captains and Of- 
ficers, were to ufe their beft Endeavours to find out 
all Thieves, Robbers, Highway-Men, and other 
dangerous Perfons, and the Houfes and Places 
which they frequented and ufually lodged in ; and 
to take Courfe for apprehending and profecuting 
them and their Receivers, agreeable to Law : And 
to appoint a Reward, not exceeding ten Pounds, 
to fuch Perfon as (hould difcover and apprehend 
any Thief, Highway-Man, or Robber, to be paid 
after the Convi6^ion of the Party fo difcovered and 
apprehended, which the Sheriff for the Time being 
was to pay, and which fhould be allowed to him 
in his Account. 

4. ' To have a ftrift Eye upon the Converfation 
and Carriage of all difaffeded Peifons; and^ive 
the like Diredlion to all their Captains and Offi- 
cers at their Meetings : As alfo that no Horfe- 
Raccs^Cock-Fightings, B^ar-Batings,Stage-Plays» 
or any unlawful Aflemblies, be permitted within 
their refpeSive Provinces ; forafmuch as Treafon 
and Rebellion is ufually hatched and contrived a- 
gainft the State upon fuch Occafions, and much 
Evil and Wickednefs committed. 

5. * To inform themfelves of all idle :md loofe 
People who had no vifible Way of Livelihood, nor 
Calling, or Employment ; and to confider by what 
Means they might be compelled to work, or be 
fent out of the Commonwealth : As alfo how the 
Poor might be employed, and better provided for; 
and to certify the fame to the Lord-Proteftor and 
his Council, for further Direftion thereupon: 
And, in the mean Time, to endeavour that the 

Laws^ 
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Laws, in fuch Cafes, be put in effeftual Execu- Inter-regnum. 
tion. ^655. 

6. * In their conftant Carriage and Converfation, 
to promote Godlinefs and Virtue, and difcourage 
Profanenefs and Ungodlinefs ; and to endeavour, 
with the Juftices of the Peace, Minifters, and Of- 
ficers intruded with the Care of thofe Things^ 
that the Laws againft Drunkennefs, Blafphemy, 
and taking the Name of God in vain, by fwearing 
and curfing. Plays and Interludes, and profaning 
the Lord's Day, and fuch like Wickednefs and 
Abominations, be put in efFeitu a 1 Execution. 

7. * To take an exaft Account what Proceed- 
ings had been upon the Ordinance for ejeding of 
ignorant, infufficient, and fcandalous Minifters and 
^choolmafters ; and to take Care that the fame be 
effectually put in Execution ; and, from Time to 
Time, to give an Account to the Lord Protedtor 
and his Council. 

8. * Every Matter of a Family or Houfliolder, 
or other Perfon within the Qualifications aforefaid, 
having menial Servants, was required to give Se- 
curity by his own Bond, in fuch Sum as the Ma- 
jor-Generals refpe£lively, within their Charges, 
fhould think fit, that their faid menial Servants 
(hould well and peaceably behave themfel ves towards 
his Hi^nefs the Lord- Proteftor, and his Succeffors^ 
Lord-Protedtors of the Commonwealth, and to- 
wards all the good People of the fame, while he 
fliould continue in that Service; and, during that 
Time, was duly to make his perfonal Appearance 
before the Major- General, or his Deputy, or fuch 
Perfon as they (hould appoint, at fuch Time and 
Place, and as often as they (hould dire<%, on No-* 
tice left at his Matter's Houfe. 

9. * Every Major- General, and his Deputy, 
was to keep a perfefl: Lift of all Perfons within 
their refpcftive Charges, who gave fuch Security; 
and, from Time to Time, return the fame to the 
Regifter, together with their Quality and Places 
of Abode. 

10. * An 
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Inwr-frgnam. jq. * An 0£ttce of Regiftry was appointed td 
ll^il J ^^ ^^^ "P *" London^ to whom the feveral Major- 
NovcmbcrT Generals, or their Deputies, were to return fuch 
Lifts, to be forthwith enter'd alphabetically in- 
to a Regifter to be kept for that Purpofe ; and, 
as often as any Perron> who had given luch Secu- 
rity, ihould make his p^rfonal Appearance at that 
Office, the Regifter was to enter the Name of that 
Perfon, together with the Place whence he came, 
and the Parifh, Street, and Houfe where he intend- 
ed to lodge during his Abode in London or IVeJl- 
minjler^ or the Suburbs thereof, and the Place to 
which he Ihould remove, as often as he chang'd 
the fame during his Abode there : And upon No- 
tice that fuch Perfon intended to remove into the 
Country, then the Regifter was to fignify to the 
Major-General of that County, or to his Deputy, 
the Name of fuch Perfon, together with the Place 
of his former Abode, and how long he had been 
in London^ and to what Place he was removed ; 
and ia cafe the faid Regifter fliould find, upon the 
perfonal Appearance of fuch Perfon, and the gi- 
ving in his Name, and the Place from whence be 
came, that thtre was no Perfon of that Name re- 
turned to \'m\ in the Lift from the Major- General 
of that Aiiociation, then the faid Regifter was to 
give Notice to the Secretary of State of fuch Per- 
fon and his Lodging. 

. II.' Every Perfon, whether Foreigner or other j 
who fhould, after the firft Day of Decemhery 
J 655, come from beyond the $eas to land in any 
Port or Place of the Commonwealth, was requi- 
red, within twenty- four Hours after fuch landings 
pcrfonally to appear before fuch Perfon as the Ma- 
jor-General for the Time being, or his Deputy, 
within their refpeftive Charges, fhould appoint in 
fuch Port ; and deliver in his Name, together with 
the Place from whence he came, and the Place 
vhitber he intended to go, to be enter'd in a Book 
kept for that Purpofe ; and alfo give an Engage- 
ment, that in cafe he fhould come to London or 
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fVeftminJier^ that he would, within twenty-four Inter-regnuaii 
Hours after his Arrival, make his perfonal Appear- '^55- 
ancc before theRegifter aforefaidjor his Deputy, and 
deliver unto him his true Name, and of the Placfe 
whence he came, and of the Parifli, Street, and 
Houfe where he fhould lodge, and of his Bufinefs ^ 
and, if he was a Foreigner, then of his Correfpon- 
dents there. And in cafe fuch Perfon had been in 
Arms, or affifting in the late War againft the Com- 
monwealth, or had before that Time been banifli'd, 
then, upon the Change of his Lodging, or other 
P.emoval, he was to give the like Notice : And in 
cafe any Perfon aforefaid fhould fail in what was 
hereby required of him, or aflume to himfelf any 
falfe or counterfeit Name, or not lodge at the Place 
he aflign'd, he was to fufFer Imprifonment during 
the Pleafure of his Highnefs or his Council. And 
to the end no Perfon might be ignorant of the 
Danger of a Failure herein, the Perfon fo enga- 
ging was, at the Time of entering into fuch En* 
gagement, to be acquainted with this Order ; a 
Copy whereof was to be fet up in the Cuftom-* 
houfe, in every Port of the Commonwealth. 

12. * The Perfon appointed to take the faid En- 
try atnd Engagment, was, from Time to Time, to 
return to the Regifter the Names of all Perfons io 
coming from beyond the Seas, who was to enter 
them in a Book by itfelf, and alfo the Appearance 
of every fuch Perfon, when it ihould happen, to- 
gether with the Place where he intended to lodge, 
during his Abode in or about London ; and if he 
came not to London^ then the Perfon fo taking fuch 
Entry, was to fignify the fame to the Major-Ge- 
neral, within whofe Charge the Place, to which fuch 
Perfon fhould intend to go, did lye. 

13. * As often as any Inhabitant of Z^w^foK or 0^- 
min/ter^ who had given Security as aforefaid, fhould 
intend to remove his Habitation or change his 
Place of Abode, fuch Perfon, before his Removal, 
was to give Notice thereof, in his own Perfon, to 
the Regifter or his Deputy, who was thereupon to 
enter hia Name, together with the Places whence 
Vol. XX. Q g and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



466 7be Parliamentary History 

IiiteivMgiiaBw and whither he was X6 remove; and, by the next 
'^ 5^ ^ Poft, to fignMy the fame to the Major-General 
^iwcmbtf within whofe Charge the County lay whither fuch 
Pcrfon intended to remove, 

14. * For the better Eafe of Perfons obliged to 
make fuch Appearance and Entry as aforefaid, the 
iaid Regifter had Power to appoint feveral Deputies, 
to refide in feveral Places of London and Wtjimin- 

Jier^ who were, from Time to Time, to tranfmit 
the fame to the chief Office of the Rcgiftry, to the 
end that one perfe<St Regifter might be there kept 
of the whole. 

15. * Where any Robbery, Murder, or otYicr 
notorious Breach of the Peace, was at any Time 
committed, the A&oxs whereof remain'd conceal- 
ed, the Perfons profecuting mij;ht apply themfelves 
to the Major-General, or his Deputy ; who, upon 
Notice thereof, had Power, as well by fummonii^ 
ell Perfons who liv'd diflblutely or without a Cal- 
ling, or at a higher Rate having no viilble Eftate 
anfwerable thereunto, and had given Bond as a- 
forefaid, if he fliould fee Caufe, as by the Dili- 
gence of all Civil Officers, and other Perfons, un- 
der his Command) ' according to their refpedive 
Duties V in apprehending all fiifpeded Peribns who 
pafs'd through, or lay lurking within any Places 
tinder his Charge, to endeavour the finding out^ 
and apprehending the Offenders; and if he 
fliould fee Caufe, upon Requeft of the Parties pro* 
iiecuting, to fend-Notice thereof to one of the Ma^ 
jor- Generals, or their Deputies, of the neighbour-- 
ing Aflbciation, who were to do the like, for the 
better Difcovery and Apprehenfion of the Ofiien* 
ders. 

16. ^ A more than ordinary Regard was to be 
had to the fecuring of the Roads, cbieAy about 
Lofukn. 

17. < No Hoofe ftandrag alone, and out of a 
Town, was to be pemiittea to fell Ale, Beer, or 
Wine, or give Entertailiment ; bm fiioh Li oeiifes 
to be called jn, and lupprefled« 

i«. « N^ 
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18. 'No Perfon to be permitted to ride Poft Inter-regnani* • 
Without a fpecial Warrant, nor ariy Horfes laid to '^55- 
convey Paffengers, Without Notice thereof firft ^J'*''*^^!*' 
^v€n to the next Juffice of the Peace to the Place ^^*"" 
where fuch Horfes fliould be fo laid, and of the 

Perfons for whofe Ufe: Whatfocver Inn, Ale- 
hoiife, or Tavern, permitted Horfes to be fo laid^ 
and did not difcover the fame before the Perfoii 
tnade ufe thereof, was to forfeit their Licence, and 
be fupprefled, fiind not have any Licence regranted* 

19. ' For the efFeding more particularly a Re- 
formation in London and Weftfhinjler^ all Gaming- 
H^afes, and Houfes of evil Fame, were to be in- 
duflrioufly fought out, ^nd fuppreiTed within thofd 
Cities, and the Liberties thereof. 

20. * All Houfe-Kcepers withiri the famfe, who 
had no Trade or Calling, or did not labour in fuch 
Trade or Calling, or had no other vifiblc Eftate, 
but were obferved generally to lodge and harbour 
ioofe and diflfolute Perfons, were to be bound to 
their good Behaviour, and compelled xJq work \ 
and, for want of Security, to be fent to Bridewell. 

21. * All Ale houfes. Taverns, and Viftualling- 
houfes, towards th& Skirts of the faid Cities, were 
to be fuppreiTed, except fuch as were neceflary to 
lodge Travellers ; the Number of Ale- houfes, in 
all other Parts of the Town, to be abated, and 
none continued but fuch as could lodge Strangers^ 
and were of good Repute. 

Thus much for the Inftruftibns and Ordel-s gi- Account of tHeit 
yen to thefe Major- Generals : — We fliall next en- Condudt. 
deavour to point but what Ufe they made of their 
Exorbitant Commiffions, and the oppreilive Confe-* 
quences thereof to the Subject. 

It appears from the general Tenor of the Con- 
temporary Writers ' * That thele Major-Qenerals 
G g 2 carried 

r Tbt ferftb PdlitidaMf •>- a full View of the Life UndASiens 
of Oliver Cromwell, p. 287.— Ti6e true Portraiture of bit Royal 
Higbnefs, Oliver Lord^ProteBor^ with a Jhort View of bis Govern^ 

inentfji, 17. Thurloe^ Vol. IV. p. 117, 344.- Ciarendom 

*'ol, vl. p. 585. Lud/pttfyYoUU^hss^.'-'^'-^Fiaifiiuhi or 
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carried Things with unheard-of Infolencc in their 
fcveral Precin£ls, decimating to Extremity whom 
they pleafed, and interrupting the Proceedings at 
Law upon Petitions of thofe who pretended thera* 
felves aggrieved j threatening fuch as would not 
yeild a ready Submiflion to their Orders, with 
rranfportation to the Plantations in the We/i- 
Indies ; and fuffering none to efcape their Pcrfccu- 
tion, but thofc that would betray their own Party, 
by difcovering the Perfons that had afted with 
them and for them/ 

In purfuance of the loth Article of the Induc- 
tions before- recited, a Major- General's Office was 
opened in FUet-Streity where the Recognizances 
of all fufpefted Perfons, and all the Dependences and 
Concerns thereof were recorded ; by which Means 
Cromwell intended to inform himfelf of the Value 
and Quality of every Eftate and Perfon, together with 
the Number of Cavaliers in each County through- 
out the Kingdom. Moft of the Royalifts, for- 
merly fecured, were hereupon fet at Liberty ; but 
by the Proclamation before- mentioned, requiring 
them to leave London within fix Days after Publi- 
cation thereof, they were driven into the Country 
within the Bounds of the feveral Major-Generals, 
who prefently took Cognizance of them, and fum- 
moncd them to their refpeSive Refidences : Thefc 
Officers fat fometimes without, other Times with, 
the old Committees, where they received Accounts 
of Lands and Eftates, which were rated to the 
tenth Penny yearly ; but fome Perfons bought off 
that Tax by a prefent Sum at three Years Purchafe. 

Thefe Major- Generals alfo committed to Pri- 
fon whomfoever they thought fit to fufped ; took 
Care to levy all Monies appointed by the Protec- 
tor and his Council to be co!le<fted for the Public 
Ufe 'y fequefler'd all who did not pay their Deci- 
mation, 

the Life, Deaths and Burial of Oliver Crem well, p. 165, 

IJeath^ s Chronicle of the Cinfil Warty p. 378. Hohhes' $ Hifwy 

of the CivJ Wars p. z^z,-^— Dugdale i yiezo of the late TroubUs^ 
p. 4^0 Some of thefe Writcis make the Number of the Ma- 
jor- Gcnctals only i|^ fopie 14 j but their Numiser was i^, as b«* 
lofe-rtcited. 
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jmation, or fuch other Payments as they were made inter-regnum, 
Jiable to ; nor was there any Appeal from any of '^55- 

their Ads but to the Protedor himfelf. In ^^*'V-*— ^ 

ihbrt ; as there was fcarce any Thing they might 
jnot do, in confequence of the arbitrary Powers 
they were poflefs'd of, fo there was hardly any 
Thing they did not do ; ^nd they made fuch an ill 
Ufe of their Authority, and Cromwell himfelf began 
to be fo jealous of thefe petty Moharchs of his own 
jraifing, that their Commiffions were revoked foon 
.after the Mee;ting of the next Parliament. But 

Before we enter upon the Proceedings of that Ordinances paff- 
Affembly we (hall take Notice of fuch Proclama- ed by Cromveil 
tions and Ordinances, not already given in ^^^i** f^ce^^he D°Xlu- 
Order of Time, as were pafs'd by the Lord-Pro- tjon of ihcJaft 
teftor and his Council fince the Diffolution of the Parliament, 
laft Parliament \n January^ 1^54 • And in thefe 
we fliall be the more particular, as there is not the 
leaft Mention of them in ScobeWs Colle^ions: An' 
Omiffion we can nowife account for, becaufe all 
the Ordinances paft'd by Cromwell^ between the • 
Refignation of his firfl Parliament- and the Aflem- 
bling of his fecond, are duly entered there. This 
Deficiency we fljall endeavour to fupply from the 
original Edition of each, printed by his Highnefs's 
Printer at the Time of paffing them. The moft 
remarkable were thefe, 

A Proclamation, which was iffued fome little 
Time before the Affizes, whereby the Judges were 
particularly enjoin'd to give Dire£lions in their re- 
ipe<Sive Circuits, for a fpeedy and due Execution 
of the Laws made for fuppreffing and preventing 
Drunkennefs, profane Swearing and Curfmg, Adul- 
tery and Fornication ; alfo for obferving the AfTize 
of Bread, Ale, and Fuel, and touching Weights 
and Meafures ; for fetting the Poor on Work, and 
providing for fuch as, by Age orlmpotency, werenot 
able to maintain themfelves ; for the Punifliment 
of Rogues, -Vagabonds, and fturdy Beggars; for 
taking the Accounts of Church -wardens and Over* 
feers of the Poor j and againft difturbing of pub- 
lic Preachers and the Profanation of the Lord's 
G g 3 Day, 
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^nter-regnum Day. Another Proclamation, cxprefly prohibits 
?^55* ing the Admiffion of all Delinquents to any Of- 
' fice of Truft or Authority in the Commonwealth, 
or voting at any public Eleftion. And a third, 
^i2;ainft the Increafe of new Buildings in the Sub- 
urbs of London. 

An Ordinance For bitter regulating and Umittng 
the JurifdiSlion ff the High Court of Chancery: 
But this being printed at ^arge in Mr. Whitlocke^s 
Memorials J with his Objedlions thereto, it may be 
fufficient for us to obfervc. That he and his Col- 
legue, Sir Thomas TFiddrington^ look'd upon the 
Rules therein prcfcribcd as fo inconfiftent with their 
Oaths as Lords Cpmrniffioners of the Great Seal, 
that they refufed to put the Ordinance in Execu- 
tion ; whereupon Cromwell obliged thein to fur- 
jrender their Commiffions. 

Another For appointing a Council of Commerce ^ 
by which CrommelPs eldeft Son Fiichardy the Com- 
miffioners of the Great beal, all the Members of 
the Council, the Judges, feveral Serjeants at LaWj> 
Aldermen of Lohdony Torky BriftoU Newcajtity 
Lynny Tarmouthy Dovery ISouthamptoHy and Mxe- 
tery or any feven or more of them, were autho- 
rized to take into Confideration all Ways and 
Means for advancing, encouraging, and regulating 
the Tradjp ^nd Navigation of the Commonwealth \ 
to which Purpofe they were impowcrcd to receive 
fuch Proportions as mould be made to them ; and 
to fend for the Officers of the Excife, the Cuftoms, 
and the Mint, or fuch other Pcrfons whom they 
ihould deem capable of givingAd vice upon this Sub- 
jeft : They were to examine the Books and Papen 
of the late Council of Commerce, and all other pub- 
lic Papers which might afford them necefl^uy. In- 
formation ; and were alfo authorized to appoint a 
Secretary and other Officers, with proper Salaries. 
Whatever Propofals were laid before thcfe Com- 
jpiiffioners, which they judged to be for the Ad- 
vancement of Trade and Commerce, were to be 
certified to the Lprd-Prote<3or and his CouncS, 
who were to givp the neccflary Orders therein. 

For 
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For appointing CommiJJioners for charitable Ufes, intcr-wgnuiiu' 
Thefe Commiffioners were hereby authorized ta i^ss- 
redrefs the Abufes committed in the Adminiftra- 
tion of Lands, Goods, or Money, formerly given 
hy Kings or Queens of England^ and by any Bo- 
dies Corporate, or other well-difpofed Perfons, for 
theRdief of the aged and impotent Poor ^ fick or 
maim'd Soldiers and Mariners ; for the Mainte- 
nance of public Schools, and Scholars in. the Uni- 
verfities ; for the Reparation of Churches, Bridges, 
Ports, Havens, Sea- Banks and Highways j for the 
Education and Preferment of Orphans \ for the 
Marriage of poor Damfels ; for eredling Houfes of 
Correftion ; for the Affiftance and Encouragement 
of young Tradcfmen and Artificers ; for Relief of 
decay'd Perfons ; the Reception of Prifoners ; the 
Redemption of Captives ; and other pious or pub- 
lic Ufes : By this Ordinance it was enacted. That 
all Perfons aggrieved in any of the aforefaid Parti- 
culars, by the Fraud or Violence. of another, how 
great or^rich foeyer, might prefer their Complaints 
to the faid Con[>niiflioners, who were required to 
give immediate Redrefs againft the refpedive Op- 
preffors, or their Heirs, without having any Thing 
to fear, either in prefent or in future, from the 
Power or Greatnefs of their Adverfarics. And 
this Ordinance was required to be read in all 
Churches, for the public Information of the Sub- 
jea. 

. For fecuring the Peace of the Commmwealth. 
Hereby all Perfons who had been fequefter'd for 
Delinquency, or borne Arms on Behalf of the late 
Kix^g or bis Son, againft the Parliament, or adher'd 
to, favoured, or fupported, any of the Royal Ar- 
B^y, wer^ dif^bled to buy, ufe, or keep in their 
Houfes or elfewhere, any Arms whatfoever, ofFen- 
five or defenfive, on Pain of the Lofs thereof, and 
to be treated in fuch Manner as the Lord-Proteftor 
and his Council (hould direft. They were alfo 
difabled from entertaining in their Houfes, either 
as Chaplains, Scboolmafters, or as private Tutors, 
any fequefter'd Clergym^, School mafter, or Uni- 

verfity 
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fnter-fegmiin. verflty Scholar : No Perfon fequefter'd, or cjeflcd 

\^^^i ^^^ Delinquency or Scandal, was to be permitted 

- ^ to teach a School, or to preach in any public or 

private Aflembly, except in their own Family; 

nor baptize or adminifter the Lord's Supper, mar- 

?r any Perfon, or ufe the Common Prayer, upon 
ain of being proceeded againft as Contemners of 
theAuthority of theLord-Protedorand his Council. 
And this Ordinance was direfted to be proclaimed 
throughout every City and Market-Town in Eng- 
land^ that none might pretend Ignorance thereof. 

For appointing CommiJJioners to put in Execution 
the feveral Laws againft printing fcandalous and 
unlicenfed Books^ and for the better Regulation of 
the Prefs, Of thefe we have already given an Ab- 
ftraft in the Courfe of this Work j we fhall there- 
fore only obferve that, by the Ordinance now 
before us, no Books of News, Occurrences, or the 
like, were to be hereafter printed, but by the Com- 
mand or Licenfe of the Lord-Proteftor or his 
Council, or the Secretary of State. So that' the 
Public were to know nothing of what was doing, 
unlefs by the Grace and Favour of his Highnefs. 

A Review of the As it has been our Cuftom, throughout the whole 

?vfnts"fn*''?hi'^^"''^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^°^^> ^^ connea the Hiftory of 
Ycai 2655. 'he Times with the Proceedingis of Parliament, 
we fliall mention the moft remarkable foreign Oc- 
currences that happened this Year. And firft. 

The Duke of Savo/s Perfecution of the Pro- 
teftants in Piedmont y who applied to Cromwell for 
Relief, furniflied him with an Opportunity of fet- 
ting up himfelf as the Proteftor of the Reformed 
Religion abroad 5 nor was he wanting to improve 
an Incident fo correfpondent with his ambitious 
pefigns, and fo conducive to advance his Reputa- 
tion in Europe ; for, upon the firft Notice of the 
Diftreffes of thefe poor People, he ifliied out a Pro- 
jclamation for the Obfervance of a General Faft, 
to implore the Bleffing of the Almighty upon their 
Caufe ; ordered ColleeSlions to be made, through- 
put the Nation, for their Relief, which amounted t# 

above 
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libove 100,000 /. SterL and intcrcftcd himfelf fo Inter-regmim; 
far in their Behalf, as to prevail upon the French , '^^ ^ 
King to procure an Accommodation betwixt them 
and their Sovereign, who had refufed to admit of 
CromweWs own Mediation. ^ 

Other remarkable Incidents were the unfuc- 
cefsful Attempt of the Englijh upon Hifpaniola^ for 
which Admiral Penn and General Venables were 
committed Prifoners to the Tower \ though, before 
their Return home, they made the Conqueft of Ihe 
Ifland of Jamaica from the Spaniards^ which has 
ever fince continued (and long m^y it continue) a 
Fief to the Crown of Great- Britain •. 

Soon after Admiral Blake bombarded Tunis in 
jthe Mediterranean^ and compell'd the Dey to fub- 
mit to a Treaty for releafing the Englijh Czptivcs, 

Next followed a Declaration of War with Spain, 
and a Treaty of Peace with France^ which was, 
perhaps, the greateft Overfight in Politics Crom^ 
well was ever guilty of, with refpeft to the Tran- 
quility of Europe i fmce it proved one principal 
Means of advancing the Power gf France to that 
Greatnefb it has fince arrived at. 

But leaving thefe Foreign Affairs, the bare Men- 
ition whereof is fufEcient for our Purpofe, fince they 
^re fo amply difcufled by the General Hiftorians; 
we (hall look into a Matter of a Domeftic Nature, 
that happened the latter End of this Year, which 
has been wholely paffed over by fome Writers, and 
grofsly mifreprefented by others, though it gave 
Jthe greateft Alarm to the whole Nation. This was 
a Treaty between Cromwell and the Jewsy who 

applied 

T The whole Karrative of this Affair was publiflied by Crormvc/r s 
Order, under the following Title, j4 CoiUeiion of the fn/eral Pa- 
pers fent to bis Higknefs the Lord-Proteffor, concerning the hloody 
and barbarous MaJJacres, Murders, and other Cruelties t committed on 
many thoufands of the Reform* d, or Protefants, dwelling in the VaU 
bes of Piedmont, by the Dul^e of Savo\* s Forces, joined therein with 
$be French Army^ and federal Iriih Rtgiments, 

« The Occafion of the Difappointment at Uifpanifila, and the 
taking of yamaica, are amply related in two Letters frpm General 
Venables to General Montague, nfterward Earl of Sandtvich, print* 
Cd in Mr« Cartels Colle£fi(,ns, 8vo« Vol. II. p, 46. et Jeq, 
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lottrwtcgnwii. appJted for Leave to fetde in his Dominions.—— 

'^^^ We fhall firft give the Account of this Affair, as 

^^^^^^^ publiflied by Authority; and then add fuch further 

Particulars as our GoUi&hns afford us upon the 

Subjed. 

The Niarrativc, publiflied by Order g[ Crvfinvell 
aikd bis Council, was in hdsc Verba ; ^ 

fVhiteball;, December 4. 
* Divers eminent Minifters of the Nation, ha- 
ving been called hither by Letter from the Lord- 
Proteflor, were prefent with his Highncfs and the 
Council in the Council- Chamber ; when the fol- 
lowing Propofals, mfade by certain Jews^ of whom 
Rabbi Memajfeb Ben Ifroil^ of Amflerdam^ was the 
Chief, were read to them. 

The Jews apply ^ HTl H E S E are the Graces and Favours which, 
to thcLord-Pro-« J^ jn the Name of my Hebrew Nation, I Ma- 

to fe'tdr i^^Ws ' ^""P^ ^'^ V^""^^ ^^ ^'^qu^ft of your Mxjft Serene 
Domioioiiti * Highnefs, whom God make profperous, and 

* give happy Succefs to, in all your Enterprifes, 

* as your hunlble Servant doth wifh and defire. 

1. ' The firft Thinffl defire of your Highnefs 

* is. That our Hebrew Nation may be received and 

* admitted into this puiflant Commonwealth, un- 

* der the Proteftion and Safeguard of your High- 

* nefs even as the Natives themfelves. And, Tor 

* greater Security in Time to come, I do fupplicate 

* your Highnefs to caufe an Oath to be given (if 
« you {hall think it fit) to all the Heads and Gene- 

* rals of Arms to defend us upon all Occafions. 

2. ' That it willpleafe your Highnefs to allow 

* us public Synagogues, not only in England^ but 

* alfo in all other Places under the Power of your 

* Highnefs ; and to obferve in all Things our Re- 

* ligion, as we ought. 

3. * That we may have a Place, or Ccemitery, 

* out of the Town to bury our Dead, without be- 
^ ing troubled by any. 

4. *That 

a Printed by Hniry Bilh^ Printer to his Hjghne^ the Lord- Pro-. 

tcaor. 
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4 * That we may be permitted to traffic freely Inter-regnutir, 

* in all Sorts of Mercbandife, "as others. 1^55- 

5. * That (to the end thofe who fhall come 

* may be for the Utility of the People of this Na- 

* tion, and may live without bringing Prejudice to 

* any, and not give OfFence) your Moft Serene 

* Highnefs will make Choice of a Perfon of Qua- 

* lity, to inform himfelf of and receive the Paff- 
^ ports of thofe who fhall come in| who, upon their 

* Arrival, {hall certify him thereof, and oblige 

* themfelves, by Oath, to maintain Fealty to your 

* Highnefs in this Land. 

6. ' And (to the Intent they may not be trou- 
^ blefome to the Judges of the Land, touching the 

* Contefts and Differences that may arife betwixt 

* thofe of our Nation) that your Moft Serene High- 
^ nefs will give Licence to the Head of the Syna- 

* gogue, to take with him two Almoners of his 

* Nation to accord and determine all the DifFeren- 

* ces and Procefs, conformable to the Mofaic Law; 

* with Liberty, nevertheleis, to appeal from their 

* Sentence to the Civil Judges; the Sum wherein 
*• the Parties fbail be condemned, being firft de-^ 

* pofited. 

7. * That in cafe there have been any Laws a- 

* gainft our %tt;/^ Nation, they may, in the firft 
' Place and before all Things, be revoked ; to the 
^ end that, by this Means^ we may remain with 

* the greater Security under the Safeguard and Pro- 

* tedion of your Moft Serene Highnefs. 

* Which Things your Moft Serene Highnefs 

* granting to us, we (hall always remain moft af- 

* fe^iionately obliged to pray to God for the Pro* 

* fperity of your Highnefs, and of )our illuftrious 

* and fage Council, that it will pleafe him to give 

* happy Succefs to all the Undertakings of your 

* Moft Serene Highnefs. Amen. 

* The Minifters having heard thefc Propofals 
read, defired Time to confider of them, and the 
next Day was fpcnt in Prayer and Fafting. 

« Dec. 
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iBter-regnum. • Dec. 7. This Day, in the Afternoon, a Con- 
*^55« fcrence was held v4.h the.Minifters about thcfe 

^r J^J^ Propofals, in the Prefencc of his Highnefs the Lord- 
Proteftor, the Lord-Prefident Laurence^ Lord Lam- 
bert ^ Lord Fiennes^ and c'ivers more of the Council, 
with the Lord Chief Juftice Glynn^ and the Lord 
Chief Baron Steel. Of the Minffters there were 
Dr. 7homas Goodwin^ Dr. Wilktnfon^ Dr. Tuck- 
ney^ Mr. Mantoriy Mr. Nye, Mr. oridge^ and ma- 
ny others ; but nothing being concluded on, ano- 
ther Conference was appointed to be held on the 
rext IVednefdoy. Accordingly, 

* Dec. 12. The Conference was renewed in a 
Withdrawing- Room in the PrefenCe of the Lord- 
Proteftor, where a Committee of the Council were 
met by the greateft Part of the Minifters and other 
Perfons, approved by his Highnefs to take the faid 
Propofals into Confideration } but nothing then re- 
folved upon. 

^ . * Dec. 14. There was another Conference on 

the fame Subjeft. And, 

* Dec. 18. The Committee broke up without 
coming to any Refolution or .even a further Ad- 
journment.' 

The Narrative concludes with this Remark, 
* That his Highnefs, at thefe feveral Meetings, 
fully heard the Opinions of the Minifters touching 
the faid Propofals ; expreffing himfelf thereupon 
with Indifference and Moderation, as one that dc- 
fired only to obtain Satisfa<9:ion in a Matter of fo 
high and religious a Concernment; there being ma- 
ny glorious Promifes recorded in Holy Scripture, 
concerning the Calling and Converfion of the ^emi 
to the Faith of Chriji : But the Reafon why no- 
thing was concluded upon ^as, becaufe his High- 
««.. t. » r iHcfs proceeded in this, as in all other AfFairs, with 

Which Propofal 1 a 1 . 1 t-w i-i_ • » 

provci abortive, good Advice and mature Uehberation. 
Thus far by Authority. 

We (hall next proceed to inquire how this Pro- 
pofal was received by the Public : The indefati- 
gable 
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gable and refolute Mi^. Prynne publifhed a very Inter-regnmnw 
zealous Remonftrance ag^inft it * : The Aim of ^'^^^^ 
which was to (hew. That the permitting the^^^wi December^ 
to refide in England, according to the foregoing Pro- 
pofals, was highly criminal ; as being the greateft 
Affront offered to the Son of God, the Author of 
our Redemption, that any Chrtftian Government 
could be guilty of: That for Cromwell to grant the 
Jews the public Exercife of their Religion, when he 
and his Council had fo lately paflfed an Ordinance 
prohibiting Thoufands of Chrtftian Minifters from 
preaching the Gofpel, for no other Reafon than 
their having formerlv adhered to the Royal Party» 
was, in the higheft Degree, both unreafonable and 
unjufl : That the Argument urged for Admiflion of 
the Jews upon a Hope of their being converted to 
Chrtjiianity by their Refidence in England^ was a 
meer Pretence to cover another Defign, that of 
bringing a large Sum of Monty into the Protec- 
tor's Coflfers : In fliort, our Author does not 
fcruple to compare this intended Bargain with the 
cucecrable Propofal made by Simon Magus to the 
Apoftles. 

Cromwell's View in the before- mentioned Ex- 
pedition againft Hifpaniolay feems to have been 
founded upon the pleaAng Profpe(5t of gaining fo 
vaft a Plunder from the Spaniards^ as to be able, 
for the future, to govern without Parliaments j and 
his Failure in that Attempt induced him to give 
Audience to the Jewijh Deputies, who, as fome 
Contemporaries write •*, offered him 200,000/. to 

carry 

a The TitJe Page of this elaborate Performance runs thus : A 
Jhort Demurrer to the Jews long difcontinued Remitter into England : 
Comprifing aii exaSf Chronological Relation of their Jirfi Admijfion into^ 
their ill Deportment^ Mtfdemeanorsy Cor.dition, Sufferings, Oppref* 
Jtonsy Slaughters, Plunders, by popular InfurreSiions, and regal Ex" 
anions in, and their total, final Banifimtent, by Judgment and Edi£i 
of Parliament, out of England, never to return again, ColleSled out 
cf the befi Hijiorians. With a brief ColleBion of fuch Englifh Laws 
and Scriptures, as feem firongly to plead and conclude againfi their Re^ 
admiffion into England, efpecialiy at this Sea/on, and againft the ge^ 
neral Calling of the Jewifh Nation, tVith an Anftoer to the chief 
Allegations for their JntroduSlion, 

b The perfect Politician, p, »88, 291. ---^Heath^i Flagellumt 
p. 167. 
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lAter.i«|aaiB. carry their Propofals into Execution. But the! 
'^55- Minifters appointed to attend at the Conference 

^^^^^ lieW in the Council Chamber on that Occafion, 
diflenting from the Protedlor's Projed, and finding 
himfelf daily attack'd by Pafquinades from the 
Preis, he thought it prudent to deiift from thisr 
Rabbinical Treaty. 

From the foregoing Incident two French Au- 
diors ^ have taken Occafion to drefs up a very en- 
tertaining Story. — Thefe ingenious Gentlemen tcH 
lis. That the Jews in Afia having beard of the 
great Fame of Cromwell^ began to imagine he 
might be their long-expe£led Meffiah ; and, for 
this Purpofe, fent over a Deputation from an Af- 
fembly of their principal Rabbies and Merchants^ 
CO ibllicjt a Toleration of their Religion in Eng- 
tandy and to make Propofals for the Improvement! 
of the Britifl) Trade and Commerce : That there- 
upon, foon after their Arrival, they were admitted 
to a private Audience of Cromwell for that Purpofe, 
at which they exprefs'd a Deflre to purchafe all the 
Manufcripts belonging to the Univeriity of Cam- 
bridge ; which he agreemg to, they went down thcr? 
Accordingly ; but that their principal Intention in 
this Propofal was, in their Return, to inquire at 
Huntingdon^ the Place of CromwelFs Nativity, whe- 
ther it could be made appear by his Pedigree, that 
any of liis Anceilors were defcended from Jewijb 
Parents : That this Inquiry getting Air> he fent for 
the Jetvijh Deputies, to whom he declared he would 
neither fell them the Manufcripts at Cambridge^ 
nor fulFer the Enemies of' a crucified God, whom 
be and his People ador'd, to refide in his Domi- 
nions ; and thereupon ordered them to be gone 
immediately.-'^ — We fhall take our Leave of this 
Romantic Story, with obferving how cautious we 
ought to be in reading the Hiftories of our own 
Nation written by Foreigners. 

1656. 

^ LaFiede Cromwell, par Raguenet, 4/0. F'aris^ 1^9 1> p* \XU 
* ' , pax Greg4ri9 Ltti^ 7pm, 2* p, 409. 
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1656. 

Nothing occurs worth our Notice this Year till intcr-regnum. 
yuly\ on the loth of which Month Writs were i^s^- 

lealed and fent out, by Order of the Lord Protec- *_ ^"^^ 
tor in Council* for calling a new Parliament. *^^"^ 7. 

® A new Parlia- 

f ment called* 

In Augujt the Eledlions were made throughout 

the three Nations, 

On the 3d of September a Thankfgiving Day 
was obferv'd by Cromwell and his Council, for the 
great Viftories of Dunbar and Worcefter^ obtained 
on that Day 9 in the Years 1 650, and 1 65 1 . 

On the 9th a Proclamation was iflued, requiring 
all Cavaliers and fufpedtcd Perfons to leave JL«»- 
don^ and all Places within twenty Miles ih^reof^ 
in three Days Time. And, 

On the 17th the new Parliament piet j^fFeft^ 
minfter \ the Members whereof were as complai- 
fant to Cromwell as thofe of the laft had been re- 
fraftory ; for they not only confirmed his Title of 
Lord-rroteftor, but even made him a formal Ten- 
der of the Crown. The Proceedings of this Af- 
iembly will begin our next Volume. 



Tht END of the Twentieth Volume. 
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In Vot XIX. Page 170, Line 11, after London^ add otm JS|* 
muifiion after the loft Fundamental Laws and liberties ofEo^zaiL 
P. 493^ L. 34j for High Commiffiou Court, read High Court of 
Jttftitu 

In Vol. XX. P. 349> L. 8, after Parltamaa, aM oatbt i2ii» 
P« 43 3, L. ult« for Lvrd'Frefident, rc^d Maj^'Gituralm 
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